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Friday, January 1st, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to begin the Hew Year right, —which is to say, with 
an air mail beaming your Tuesday message. 

I marvel that you find time to take pen in hand but I am happy 
to know that your Christmas was alright and that in spite of the 
deluge of people and doings, you are still able to keep your 
head above water. 

If fortune favors, I shall re-read your letter on the morrow. 

Hone of the regular secretariat showed up today but I secured the 
services of a potential one gassing this wayand so shall enjoy 
re-reading your letter along with half a dozen .unopened ones which came 
to hand in the same post, should Helen, who is working in Cloutierville 
or some of the others still on a frolic, should show up. 

I got a Hew Year's greeting off to Hock Hall today. Knowing 
business is dull in January for that concern, I re-ordered some 
Town of Natchitoches plates which apparently are going to enjoy a measu: 
of sedate popularity as a standard item. At the same time, I 
put the finishing touches on the new sketch, - "Land of Uncle Tom " 
which may or may not prove a likely item for the tourist 
trade. Naturally Uncle x om ought to be the dominat feature 
in a plate carrying such a legend but somebuow it turned out that 
Uncle Lorn was pretty evenly balance with the c olfax riots and 
as I introduced the cannon in that sketch and indicated a modest amount 
of gore, I should be surprised if Reconstruction gets as much 
attention in the end as ante bellum Uncel tom. 

I suppose this No. 7 in the Cane River series might be expected to 
be ready for releaseearly in *pril That should be as good a time 
as any for local papers to mention its advent and therebye remind 
people in the market for graduation presents to give a thought 
to the Cane •“iver series. 

I wish Carolyn weren't so.erratic The Alexandria area has just 
been awarded a T V operating permit # Perhaps the new concern might be 
interested in her services. Knowing her and some of the people 
of the station, I might be rendering both a service by mention each 
to the other m Pehrpps I shall do so Still it would be nice 
knowing whom*ever I recommended might be counted on as dependabl 
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Sunday, January 3rd, 2953* 


I learned today that actually, I didn't really miss so 
much at the egg nog party the other night, or, to put it 
more correctly, I missed quite a lot. It seems that among 
the plantation gentry p'ttrxs present was the Magnolia contingent, 
including Dee (Mrs. Mat Hertsog) daughter in law of Miss Sally, 

’ Te. Sal, Miss,Sally's daughter, and the latter's daughter, 

Mary Gunn, a junior dt L. S. V. The latter's mother, ' te Sal, 
arrived silly drunk and kept everyone in an upset frame of mind 
all evening. Her insistence on attention from the Reverend Fathers 
kept three of them hopping attendance upon her. The abandon with whicf 
she dropped her cigarettes cm the upholstered furniture and on 
the rugs provided ample employment for her hostess and other guests 
while her daughter, a realy nice little girl, frequently found herself 
un.able to restrain her tears over her mother's performances and would 
withdraw to another room to sbudue her humiliation in silence and 
solitude.. Miss Sally's eldest daughter, Marie Louise, was 
the wife of Dr. Holbrook, the flew Orleans Psychiatrist, and was 
a confirmed alcoholic until her death two or three years ago. Their 
father was an alcoholic and Miss Sally a prohibitionist and the childre 
of this union apparanily received no moderating mix ure of hormones, 
since Attala,, another daughter and the two sons, Mat and 
Ambrose, are prohibitionists and the other children drunkards. 

Such a set up must make it very difficult for Mat's wife, Dee, who 
is a civilised person, for she cannot serve anything in the house 
without running the risk of starting the alcoholics on a bender or 
catching Hell from those who are transparencies of 
Carrie Nation. • 

One fact I could never figure out is why, as is the case, that 
women often appear to greater disadvantage when drunk than men, and 
so far as the sorrow is involved, I don't see much difference whether 
if is the parent crying over the drunkness of a child, or a child 
the parent, but somehow the tears of humiliation and regret 
shed by a child over the drunkness of the parent always seems so 
much MeweliattSbiHgy 0 n the plantation got no more attention than 
did Thanksgiving. All tractors were going full tilt, pecane and 
cotton pickers were scurrying round at a great rate, and even 
a paucity of pilgrims seemed to suggest that nothing like 
a holiday was in the cards. And so it will be with Washington's 
aid Lincoln's birthdays but the 19th of June will eventually roll 'roun\ 
a nd then holiday time will be here again. . 


» 

Memorandum • 

A lovely week end and not to many pilgrims, - a combination 
which seems incredible enough. 

Yesterday was sufficiently warm that I could labor pleasantly 
without a jacket. I might have done the same thing today, had 
I not decided on no labor outside and ended up by being bogged down 
most of the afternoon by people. 

' Something almost as difficult to comprehend as the 
conjunction of fine weather without pilgrims is the fact that 
according to two different people, an article has recently appeared 
in some Catholic publication about yucca's Chapel. I can't 
under stand, at all how this is so since the point of the Cho,pel 
rests on the fact that the local mulatto segment of the Catholic 
Church and their disagreeable attitude toward the Catholic negro is 
the only excuse for the existence of said shrine. But 
an article obviously has appeared and one result of it today was 
the unannounced advent of somebody from South Louisiana, acquainted 
more or less with the Regard section, whose reason for appearing 
was to gather material about the .Chapel and its contri vor. 

Two photographers were also brought, one operating a black and white 
set of films, the other colored. No end of pictures were taken 
and no end of notes taken. The hands of the clock revolved around 
and around, as from 1 :30 until a quarter past 5, with but few 
interruptions to attend to passing pilgrims. I still don t know 
what this is all about and although I might have found out if I 
had taken time to inquire, s.till the impulse to get rid of the people 
as from 3 o'clock on Induced me to ask no questions or in anyway 
hold up departure. ^ 

ut particulars will e ventually come to light and 2 shall of 
course pass them along. 

I think I did not mention that on Friday, --or perhaps it wasn't 
until Saturday, that the Chamber of G ommerce telephoned to read 
me a letter from somebody 'named Crane, written from~Taos, and 
asking for particulars about the Cane River which said Crane 
proposes to use as a basis of a novel. I suppose the person can't 
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be much, since this phrase was tossed into the letter : 

"If you are- unacqua nted with my hooks, you may readily 
learn more about me by consulting Who's Who." 

'I have always noticed that people who have to drag that in 
aren t much to start with. 

Saturday night's supper was memorable only because 
the younger Wenk youth expressed the desire to make his 
home permanently at 'elrose, explaining that he could go to 
shcool in Natchitoches by bus, etc., etc., etc. I am 
holding the thought thqt this idea may not take root. I am 
not sure if the impulse stems from a desire to enjoy a measure of 
peace at this bend of the river, never to be realised under 
his parental roof, or if the local quiet can the more readily 
be shattered by a single voice since, when alone here, he hasn't 
the concerted competition that always obtains when other 
members of his noisey household are present. 

L read a couple of pages from "Names on the Land" last 
night, I was impressed when the r&hor remarked on the naming 
oj certain rivers and pointed out how Sir Anthoyy Ashley Cooper 
gaue two of his names to South Carolina rivers. 

At another place, in speaking of the presence of the names 
of towns of England in America, the author remarked that names 
identical to certain European cities did not always indicate that 
the colonial American names \ad necessarily been taken from 
the European counter-parts, as for example, the town of 
Berlin, It seems there was a colonial one in America which was 
metamorphosed, long before the Prussian Berlin had emerged, as 
°f any particular interest, the colonial name having started 
off as Burleigh and eventually jocked around to Berlin, probably 
prior to the prominence Frederick the Croat had given the one on the J 

What in the world could have happened to little Miss 
Dormon, as suggested by the opening sentence in her letter. 

If membory serves me correctly, her old custom is to denounce 
me for never writing whereas in the present instence, she seems 
to have reversed herself quite positively. 

It's a pity she does write moe often, for her handling of the 
fox in the present note is indicative o ’ her ability to do something 
that is quite pleasureable. But speaking of foxes and pleasures, I 

am now about to turn to the Corbe, u and Renard department, and 
so call it a day . 


» 

Monday, January 4th, 1954. 


According to the Weather Bureau, a blanket of fof stretches 
from Borwnsville, Texas to Miami, Florida, - which is some 
stretch, if you don't mind, —and air planes are unable to 
land at New Orleans and other near coastal cities. Some 
of the clouds are rolling in this direction. Two or three times to 
little sprinkles passed this way but no rain is predicted. 

Fortunately, the Culf air keeps the thermometer injthe 
upper 60's, making gardening pleasant. It is also givi/ig 
a promise of Spring to plants in the garden, too, as for example, w 
10 days back the ground was frosen, now myriads of young 
poppy plants are pushing up with wonderful abandon . 

From the radio I learn that three students of color 
are bringing court action to secure them the right to 
enterSouthewestern Institute of Louisiana, the case being 
brought against such officials .as the Louisiana Board of Education, 
the Registrar of L. I L, and the President of that college, 
one Joel Fletcher. The thing is being tried in Shreveport Federal 
Court, so perhaps ,my friends down that way will be passing 
this way while on their way. 

I read a couple of pages from "Names on the Land" 
last night and was impressed, as so often in the past, on 
how impossible it seems to be to get anything rpinted without 
error. I, wonder how the reader of Talking Book feels when 
he must stick to his text, even though it must be obvious 
to hi m , as to anyone, that an error is being recorded from the^jf 
error in the printed text from which he reads. In 
one case I noticed last night was a reference to French names 
of streams and places which were carried over into English 
on the acquisiton of Louisiana, with various differences in 
spelling evolving in the process. I don't ecall the name 
of the present water course and how it is pronounced in English, 
but the author pointed out that originally "the place had 
borne the name, "Pomme de Terrre", which, as he went on to 
elaborate, "in English means apple of the ground" That is 
iphat in slang one might style "a hot one", - and possibly even 
"a hot potatoe" . 




I 
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Another letter came today from Frances Crane, posted again 
from Taos, and asking for additionali particulars about 
the Cane diver country. She mu3t be one of those numbers who 
writes books after the fashion of the Purple Lady, without 
ever bothering to visit the region. Perhaps she is one of those 
a little like Frances P, Keyes who uses some fomula, only 
the Keyes formula does call for her having seen the place, but 
other wise, each, doing so many words of description, so many 
of sex, so many of suspense and so on, ends up by turning 
out things which the average readers seem to gobble up. 

At supper tonight, J, H, was kidding Pat, telling him he 
ought to go down to South or Central America and get a wife who 
would be able to support him for the rest of his life. All 
this was the result of a telephone call received just before supper , 
wherein the Jlew York operator stated that England was 
calling Pat says the English girl is in the same straights 
or straits he is in, --no money, but that if he had any, 
he would marry her immediately, Perhaps the girl has no 
money even qs Pat has none, for I reckon he could make a 
Melrose to London telephone call without facing bankruptcy, 

Surely J. H, could launch them in matrimony alright but 
I thinkhe would be unlikely to do that for anyone, including 
himself, I suspect, 

• • 

I am pleased to report that gradually I am beginning to 
get Christmas cards unscrambled, Today, after all these days 
of things which could rightly described under such headings 
as "Illness", Frolic", "Road Running" and "The Lord Knows What", 

3 ix secretaries appeared all in a huddle That s what I 
•like about plantation negroes, they can contrive the unexpected 
so casually and in such unthinkable ways, I kept two aid 
told the others to try again on Thursday, Ifcney is getting 
less easy to come by, and I an likely to be inundated wijjh 
proffered assistance from now until hoeing time in April or May, 

% 

I pick a couple of cards at random, even though they 
be of no particular interest, Rudolph's seems to be colorful 
and gay. The other is from an aunt of Juanita, the cook . She 
envisions hereself sitting before a Yucca fireplace, something 
no resident of this region would ever picture, or if so, mention, 
Hut Kansas helps out in the seggregation department a bit, and 
that is all to the good, I laugh in my beard, however, as 
I think how shocked Juanita would be if she ever dreamed her 
aunt would have the termity to write such a thing, 

• 

Today was la Storm's birthday. I'll bet she missing South 
Carolina and next year let us hope she may be home,,,,,. 


Tuesday, January 5th, 19 53. 


Memorandum : 

Another lovely day, cloudless but pleasantly cool, what with 
a mild breeze out of the North, 

Locally one has a feeling that one knows when Spring has 
unmistakeably arrived by the putting out of leaves on the part of 
the pecane trees which are said to never get caught £>; o frost, 
Apparantly the poor barometer in this field is the poppy, for 
I noticed scads of them unfolding their leaves five days back, 
just as the New Year was making its bow, I have never decided if 
these hardy yet fragile plants can survive continued frosts, for 
what with the abundance of seed which the plant sows and the additional 
that I always toss out in December, it is quite possible that^ 
t?Qves of first comers may be permanently knocked out by Jack t'rost and 
the ample supply that finally comes into flower may be later 
plantings, I always marvel that so many good gardeners or at 
least people successful in raising plants, such as la Dormon and 
la Storm, should never have any luck in bringing poppies 
into flower. Perhaps my December planting may account for the 
local luck. 

Just before Ed, Morrow came on the air tonight, le maitre passed 
this way. He seems rather wrought up. Without mentioning 
names, he 3 aid that "she is as mean as Hell, --smart as a whip, 
you understand, but mean as Hell". 

This is one of the nights in the week which he spends 
on Hill Street. Apparently tonight will be an exception, As 
you know, the 'phones on both sides of the fence are on the same line, 
and obviously he foresees the possibility that a telephone call might 
come through to his house which he is in town, r-I suppose he will 
be in town or some place out of the house, and accordingly 
he recommended that I remove the receiver from my 'phone 
so that a busy signal will make it impossible for any calls to be 
put through on instruments rigged up to this line. 

,Let me see, how does that old line run : - 

"The course of love never runs smooth." 
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I found it noticeable tonight that Ed, Morrow made no mention 
of Mr. Eisenhower's address to the nation last nig,h but rather 
devoted himself to a discussion of how depressions may be 
eliminated by Federal feeding in of money when private economy 
begins to falter, 

% 

When one considers the economic Stand-pat-ism of the big boys 
in the Hoover re grime, and contemplates the innovations introduced 
by , B. R, and his associates, how far we seem to have traveled, 

I haven't a doubt that in another generation —o»ce the country gets 
a ccustomed to this new approabb on a national scale, there will be 
economists and political leaders who will recognise that the 
same treatment will have to be set in motion on an international 
scale when any nation the world around, begins to show signs of 
slumping, How slowly civilisation in one phase or another moves, and 
yet how thrilling to live at a time when one can witness the 
gradual germinating of seeds that eventually may bear fruit for the 
welfare of all humanity. 

As for the Eisenhower speech of last nighty it seemed almost 
as though he were reading a script prepared by s , D, R, Surely 
nobody can object if Mr. Eisenhower prefers to call the welfare state 
by some other adjective. He may call it anything he pleases, if 
only, as in last night's speech, he voices the intention of carrying 
out the %ame humanitarian aims. Just how successful he is going to 
be in this, surrounded as he is in his Cabinet and Administration, 
by those totally at variance with those ideas and ideals, I wouldn t 
know but that, of course, is for him to work out. 

Ihe town of Hate hi toches is seetiiing over the case of two public 
buildings. through indifference, the Police Jury left the selection of 
plans and the building of a new Parish library to a club woman who 
can make lots of itoise and get herself elected to any board. ^A site 
on the river back was selected, an elegant location, and now the librar , 
is put up, --a horrible, ultra modern, box shaped structure of 
gray marble that looks like imitation, with the building so placed 
that the front faces the building adjoining, and not either on the stre 
on the river bank. Old Hate hitoches gets a» ultra terrible mess 
and the .price is twice what a fine building should have cost. 

The other building is the Cathedral, built during the Civil ,» a r and 
cherished for that and for its architectural virtues. The higher clerg 
outside the Parish wanted to tear the thing down and build a new one at 
a cost of $600,000.00. 1'he parishioners protested, got ew Orleans 
arch ect. Koch, who offer to restore the present building for $200,00. 
but now theBishops and O'ardinais or whatever, say the thing has to be t 
down regardless and replaced by something modern. So things twist 
and every one crie$ "Misere" . 


Wednesday, Kanuary 6th, 1954. 


Z Memorandum : 

The fine weather continues. The freeshias are climbing 
to endless foliage, and I am climbing palm trees and crepe myrtles, 

. oaks and such like, armed with a prun'ing saw and stirring up more 

trash than a dozen trucks can haul away, thanks to all the invogorat 
ozone. 

i • 

Only road runners don t seem to thrive in this atmosphere, 
and I pause to knock wood. Of course a few pilgrims put in an 
appearance, but their number has been unusually small during 
the past few days. A batch of Texans heading for Florida arrived 
ten minutes before supper tonight. Somebody at the store told 
them they could make a round of the gardens. I should not 
hve let them in at that hour of first dark But once inside, I 
took them in charge and gave them such a twist they almost 
found themselves face to face as they entered and left. It's 
wonderful how little regard some people have for ordinary amenities. 
Especially is this ture, I think, when I have no more regard for you 
than to ache about it endlessly as I do much too often. 

But for those who are of a mind to find the ridiculous 
along side the stupid, - or in stupidity, a laugh can usually be 
encountered without too much casting about. A case in 
point was a telephone call this noon. What made itnotice- 
able, I suppose, was the fact that it came from the self same 
bag whose contact with this line last night by leaving the 
✓ receiver off the hook so that nobody i n the four outlets of the 

line could use it. 

She telephoned to say that as she has many day books and journa 
which she has kept over the years not to mention personal letters, 
etc., etc., all of which, if properly handled, could be made 
into a book, she was writing to sk me if she should get 
in touch with Harnett Kane or if I would care to come down for 
a couple of days while the master is in Florida so we might run 
through some of the material. It goes without saying that I 
congratulated her on her choice of Mr. Kane, telling her 

'■!". ;; • l - i . ■. 

. 










vyil'r 



to: in 




I thought he was just the man made for such an undertaking, 

As was''to be expected, my seeming enthusiasm for r. Kane 
threw her off the track t for she had not anticipated that. 

And so, when I pointed out that I would not be going ic 

>• , 7t v x "j to get up here, bringing 

much of the material with her, 1 pointed out that before 
starting, it would be imperative for her to telephone for 
an appointment, since my days were fairly full for tne next 
couple of weeks, Pilgimrs or no pilgrims , y oU may be quite 
sure I shall have a very heavy calendar # 1 wish I could 

be equally sure that she will telephone before barging in. But 
whether she does or doesn't makes comparatively little difference, 
since the absence of a chance collision from-across the fence 
releives tension, 

I finished ndmes on the Land last night and noticed it 
had been recorded in 1946, When it appeared in that year in 
Talking ook opics t I asked for > it, lime marched on and it 
didn't show Uv Now and tne I would prod the Librarian 
with ,,» acknowledgement not to mention results, oeveii years 
weight for the thing seems long enough for any librarian 
to catch up with the request, I hope I don t have to wait 

the Dostievski 


seven years to get a delivery on 


Tomorrow 
the engraving, 
will read: 


the.dinner bell will 
the legend of which 


on?/' 

head out for New 
I have altered a 


Orleans for 
little so it 


"I 

beldng - to 

Melrose Plantation 
w'nere faithfully I served 
Cammie G, Henry 
from 

1898 to 1948," 

Oddly enough, finding a new bell to replace this cracked one i 
easy. None of the plantation supply houses carry them any more. 
Sears, Robuck and Montgomery, *ard no longer list them. Old ( 
plantation supply stores in Natchitoches and Alexandria haven t 
had one in years, I have put out several agents to track one down 
and I suppose will end up by getting a dozen, 

. 

On the political front, I am convinced Mr. Eisenhower, regard1 
of his vague generalities, has in mind to promote the welfare 
of all the people by know-towing to the big shots in assuming 
crumbs from the rich man's table will somehow fall to the floor for 
those not in the billionaire class . 


The wonderful weather continues, all sunny and not too hot, althou, 
the sap is up in the crepe myrtles which makes trimming of them 
better put off. 

Today's mail was extensive in bulk so far as the length 
of the letters , goes but not staggering in individual pieces. 
shall enclose herewith or under seaparate cover one or two of 
the items with which I have finished. I shall 
them tonight, and in the case of Mrs. Campbell, 
calendar that will be difficult for her and her 
negotiate. The Campbells always have a, way of 


telephone 


answer some of 
I shall lay down a 
5 and 10 girls to 
arriving in Natchitoches 


at first dark 
little while, meaning until midnight, 
a flock of cackling geese honking all 


ask if they can come down for 
and I'm not going to have 
over the place at such hours. 


Carolyn's letter is interesting in so j 


f'ar as it goes. I 


had suggested she come down during the Miami - Havana interlude to 
avoid the necessity of wating time by after .supper visits across the 
frence. I stressed that nothing before Monday could be considered, wha 
with Saturdays and Sundays being such busy days, but apparently 
skipped that part of my letter. 


she 




I am glad she has some sort of a part time connection in 
Shreveport that pleases her. Marshall is only 35 miles from 
Shrefeport and so she ought to be able to swing that very neatly, I 
3hould imagine. 

I wqs happy today when the postman brought me the Dostievski 
opus for which I had been waiting. I shal not get an opportunity 
to examine the opening pages tonight but it is pleasant to know it 
is within reach when an opportunity presents itself. 

Beau Mack, the tractor-driving barber, tapped on my door just 
before the Ed Morrow broadcast and lingered rather long after 
he had shorn my locks. There was quite a bit of co rrespondence 
to be considered after that and by the time the secretaries were 
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on their may, a couple of telephone calls further upset my schedule, 
ut in one of the latter conversations, I discovered that an agent 
had racked down a dinner bell for me, and as the other is on its 
way to the engravers in Hew Orleans, this all seems timely and 
worth upsetting the little nightly routine I had envisioned with 
Feodor and his "Idot", 

Blythe, Mary Pringle and her sister all came this fternoon, 
Blythe brought me some pajamas for my Christmas . She had 
jammed her arm against an automobile door and is planning to 
h n ve the shoulder examined in a day or two, It's the same shoulder 
she had in a cast a few years back, ut in spite of her 
probably uncomfortableness, she was quite up to her usual energy, 

Mary Pringle's sister admired the last two lemons growing on the 
little tree along the front galleryIf remarking they were the largest 
she had ever seen, Blythe remarked that they certainly ought to be 
picked and thereupon plucked them and put them down on the old bench 
on the gallery, Sh.e obviously feels so much at home in matters con¬ 
cerning the gathering of the local banana and lemon crop • 

Blythe inspired Mary Pringle to go to some trouble aid 
probably a little expense to f make a flock of post cards carrying 
local scenes. The cards don t seem very clear to me, 

Blythe thought they should be given to me and that I could sell 
them at twenty five cents a piece to passing pilgrims. It's wonderful 
to j.e how little Blythe senses Melrose in spite of the fact that she 
has been here all these years, off and on, but sometimes I think 
mostly off, I shall keep the post cards in their original wrapping 
and. suggest to Mary Pringle th.at she try to get her money out of them 
by disposing of them at the Melrose store. The cotton boll 
paper weights which I had requested months ago still await 
finishing while a couple of other things I had ordered, hoping to 
have them by Christmas, also seem to rema n in an embryonic stage. 

If those ladies would only stop fiddling with their old post cards and 
get on with some reel stuff,'I should be much more pleased, 

% 

I have missed Frank Edwards tonight but am hoping to catch up 
with a re-broadcast of the Eisenhower state of the union speech over 
WHO, Bes Moines, at 1 0:30. Gome to think of it, there is 
a name whose origin might be interesting, -- Des Moines, which somebody 
says is a corruption from some Indian name, althoughtx the 
Reverend Fathers might not subscribe to that . 


Friday, January 8th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Monday letter in today's post, 

I honestly hope you aren't driving yourself to take time 
out this week end to write, knowing as you do, how thoroughly 
I understand the hurly-burly existence you have been leading these 
past seve al weeks which must seem like years to you, as you 
glance back on them. Just an occasional card to let me know how 
goes your good health and I shall be as happy as a clam. Hot chat 
should be attempted until after things have quieted down and, 
equally important, after you have had an opportunity to catch your 
breath. Then we can get caught up a little but in the mean 
time, if it provides any measure of re-assurance, always keep 
in mind that the telepathy department is working perfectly and 
what we don't get an opportunity to set down in type we can 
pass along over the ether waves, 

I gather from the radio that the Hew E n gi ail d states and 
prob a bly Hew York are getting constant reminders that it is 
winter, I wish I might share some of the local sunshine with 
you for the past several days have been glorious and today the 
thermometer was in the 70's and almost uncomfortable to work 
in anything but the lights ga(lightest garments), I accomplished 
quite a lot, moving azelias and so on but I can't seem to think 
how I got around to gardening, so many things tended to get in my 
way. 

One of the Piersons, --President of one of the town banks, 
telephoned me to say his brother would come to Melrose 
if I would care to lend him a hand in providing a recorded 
talk, designed for the delecta ion of some visiting bankers who 
are about to converge on Hatchitoches. The thought was that 
a few remarks from me might clarify things for the guests before 
they ventured to explore the Cane iver country. It probably 
would, since bankers are not too famous as historians of 
anything save matters pertaining to dollar signs , 

\ 

I had pilgrims at the time the call came through and before the\ 
had left, the recording machine and operator had arrived, I gave 
a song and dance extemporaenously, —lasting perhaps a half hour or 
longer, when a previous appointment broke in on the thing and 
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Sunday, January 10th, 2954. 


that ended that for the day. 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall to say she could make a 
round on Monday. She sounded alright, and as I had 
pilgrims, I made the conversation brief. 

The pilgrims who had knocked out the recording were of „ 
a mentality you can easily judge, --they knew Miss Cammie s 9 ran 
daughter who is married to a doctor , —and as they Teft, 0 e J 
them, in a vast and expansive gesture, confided to me that she 
really felt she could live at elrose if all those old buildings, 
meaning the Studio, Dr. Miller's cabin, the African douse and Yucca 
were torn down, she really would like it. Imagine. 

Pushing them out the front gate I fell in with a . H., 

Pat, the clerk and so on who were just going to dinner. 

Eefore I had finished my demi-tasse, Luther Garrison 

Shreveport appeared, bearing some gentlman, jormerly of t °‘ * L 

-nd now of Baton Rouge where he, of course, knows the S. G. s. 

'He fell in love with the place but I suppose it is too mucy to 
expect him to knock any values into the head of Mrs. General. 

As they left, a flock of other people from some place 
far away arrived. And so the day ran along. I guess __ 

I was lucky to grab a secrtary just before supper. . fortunately 
the mail was light, _ a letter from Carl Harness, one from Alexandra 
and so on. In reference to the latter, one deduce s t tat tie 
spat suggested a couple of nights ago is still perking* 

I consider the mention of going into foreign service a ™- ere 
threat which hasn't the slightest chance to being pushed through. 

I w a s interested, however, ot learn that apparantly, instead oj 
leaving for Miami tomorrow as originally planned,, a. H. to meet 
Celeste in Hew Orleans whence she was going tonight by tram, 

J. H. decided to accompany the R. E. A. special train from 
Hatchitoches. 

That the Alexandria woman must be in a state is evidenced by 
the fact that on the back of her envelope " T . jcv 

_3 2333 Hill while you will note on the card or snapshot she has it 
23333 Lee. L shall drop her a line suggesting Thursday afternooon 
and see what happens then. 

It was so kind of you to make me a flie card for the Farley 
O'Briens. I seem to hear rather infrequently from California, but 
at the moment I can do without too much correspondence from that 
quarter, what with all that seems to be cooking around here. 

Again my thanks for your nice note, and please don t try to write u> 
you have caught your breath....... 


Memorandum : 

Saturday's warmth .and cloudiness changed into cold 
and rain during the night and today, being chill and damp, 
discouraged a measure of road running. 

Lots of people passed this way from Little Rock on Saturday. 

I believe there was some sort of a doings at the college that 

brought forth such a contingent. j-t tended to gum up my 

program at gardening and so at that hour, as between the dying of 

the sun and the emerging of the moon, I found myself still 

atop a high step ladder, pruning trees and generally carrying on, — 

all of which came to an abrupt end when the ladder gave way under me 

and landed me slap on the ground, quite unharmed, sx save for 

something about the bridge work section which was distressing 

in an unexpected sort of way. Among other things, a sharp point 

7 *?i the dental section pressed against some nerve inside the 

upper lip, irritating the nose and inducing endless sneezing. 

It is all very suggestive of a victim of hay fever, lost in 
an ocean of corn in tassel and rag weed in flower. I shall 
be-take myself to town on the morrow to see if the dentist can 
do something that will at least restore the nasal section to 
normalcy. , 

And as I tapped out the above paragraph wherein I threatened 
going to town on the morrow, the thought flashed through my mind 
that little Miss Ramsey is scheduled to pass this way and that she 
cna entertain herself until I return . At the same time, another 
idea coursed through the jray matter, - and idea to be presented to 
little Miss Ramsey which if she finds it attracts her, may impell 
her to let the Farley O'&riens take over the Marie Therese business 
while she flies off at another tangent in pursuing the thought which 
I shall present to her. 

This would be it, and see if it sounds plausible to you : 


The Federal Government is approaching\qni unemployment situation 
which may require resumption of some form of" Public Works . The 
Federal jGGovernment is giving serious thought to nation wide highways 
Th.e Federal Government in conjunction with the State of Mississippi 
both entities mrking jointly sometimes, some times indifevidently, 
have done much about the Hatches Trace, the Hatchitoches Trace and 








From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS/ #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


6496 




6497 


f 


the continuing segment, the San Antoinio Trail, stretching from 

ennesseee across the Gulf States and on to Mexico City, Isn t 
it o» opportune time for little Miss Ramsey to sell the 1 V 
people an endless program on this historic highway, so redolent 
with ancient lore along its path, so redolent with communities 
o a contempoary nature, and so promising as an intregal part of 
the nation's main thoroughfares. 


As you know the Mississippi Legistlature and the ^ edera'l^ 
Government have already invested mijjio 118 * ,l ^ e developing of 
3 section of this highviay As you also know, Roane yrnes is 
President of the Hatches ’Trace association. From her 
organization and that of the ederal agencies, endless 
pertinent data could he had for the asking. The Shreveport 
T V people should welcome the opportunity to sponsor 
the story of the Trace, - past, present and future, being at 
the hub of the thing, and Texas, in particular, ought to leap 
jt the opportunity to play up the San Antonio segment, stretching 
as it does from the Rio Grande to the Sabine # Louisiana already 
has a Trace Association and that should be hard to t ap f or 
assistance. Probably money would be forthcoming, if at all, 
from the ississippi State Legislature which has already 
invested something like SI million dollars in the thing and 
I believe Texas might be readily enough stopped. Perhaps Louisiana 
might contribute something. On that score 1 know nothing. f Anyway, 
there is a project for little Miss Ramsey and if she doesn t 
snap .t it, I shall be surprised. 

Last night, I got an opportunity to turn through 7 or 7 
Chapters of ''1 i ttle Feodor ' s" The Idiot, and f ound the whole 
business entraicing, due in part, no doubt, to A. Scourby s 
splendid rendition. What makes the book true to life is 
the fact that everybody some pleasantly, a few unpleasantly are 
wacky and that must adihihtedly be a true picture of life, even 
though the artist must, for a variety of reasons, fix things up 
a ;id pre-suppose quite a staggering assortment of extraord nary 
coincidences. I don't know anyone who ever read the book and assuming 
the balance of the book is as good as the opening chapters, it 
seems odd one never hears it mention and seldom referred to in print. 




X ' 



I Bie 


j> orgive me for letting this memo turn to s uch a liteary 
point , There's so much more to talk about too, but perhaps 
I shall do better at tomorrow's sitting.. .J,.,., 


03 



Monday, January 11th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

Although the skies were cloudless all day and the same situati > 
is promised for the morrow, still the ole adage, it never r a i )is 
but it pours" seemed much to the fore as the day dawned. 

With one cold mass of air rolling over us last night and 
.nother scheduled for tomorrow, the thermometer is below freezing 
and the water system accordingly not functioning, --always 
a particularly impressive point for everyone, but somehow doubly so 
when a guest is present. 

But that is merely a somewhat primitive inconvenience and 
we shall survive that. What is slightly more distressing is 
the fact that Beau Mack, having gone completely hay wire on 
Saturday nigh , kept up the good work yesterday with the result 
that it seemed best that Juanita take her two small children and 
depart for Shreveport. What with the ladies across the frncr 
Ioj' ^ rt mor 3o-‘.- r ' ?i i?s a>id nobody much to boil water if 
HSO were available, the food situation is something of a bore, too. 

You can readily see how delightfully things got under way this 
morning. 

Then there was yesterday s air tragedy which transpired somewht 
between here and Shrevport about 6 o'clock last night. I know 
some of the ten people who were killed in the crash. One of 
hen, John Atkinson, an oil magnete, has long owned the Lrry 
Plantation from which he purchased from Fanny Hertzog Guillot. 

The Berry plantation, you may recall, was the property of Joseph 
Henry where he made his home during the last third of the 19th 
century. 

It seems uni 1 ue that so many prominent business menof the 
Shreveport area should have all been on the same plane. I suppose 
the totaL monetary figure of the estates, allcoming into in¬ 
heritance in a single day, would be wonderfully impressive. 
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/iS for Carolyn, she arrived a little afterm noon, thanking 
her lucky stars she had not made the trip to South Louisiana 
for the week end, as outlined in her last letter, for the 
fate of the plane returning the gentlemen to Shreveport is 
enough to give one much to ponder .on. 

Shortly after she arrived, we drove to town to do a dab 
oj' research, most of which she diel while I was in a huddle with 
the dentist who got things fixed up for me to my complete 
satisfaction. 

There was much conversation on our way home concerning the 
atchez-flatchitoches- an Antonio Trace business and we stopped 
to consult the Trace historic marker at Bayou Hatches, 

Tonight much of our conversation was devoted to the 
California scene, Carolyn says Kay and Farley have two sisters 
living in the Los Angeles area, one is named lanche and the other, 
Aileene, a twin sister of Kay (KaLheleene ). I think it is 
the twin sister who is definitely on the vague side and is 
quite negative on the conversation side, 

Farley's wife told Carolyn that la Storm, having no children of 
her own, had legally adopted Kay years ago, 

Carolyn feels that la Storm will be ever so happy when she 
canebbe back against in South Carolina, 

Carolyn was astonished to learn how very little time I had 
actually spent in la Storm's company for she says it is obvio_us 
that la Storm seems to cherish me fully as much as she does Farley, tu 
own nephew, and Carolyn had supposed that when, in the past, 
she had heard me.mention this or that point about the '•'har'leston 
neighborhood, I was speaking of such matters as viewed more or less 
from the c ooper River plantation, pre-supposing that I had known 
la Storm over a period of decades. As Carolyn is not famous for 
continuity in correspondence,it is probably difficult for her to 
envision w how readily the fires of friendship may ever burn bright 
if kindred souls incline to exchange greetings now and then by notes. 

As I understand it, the Farley O'Briens will be arolyn's guests 
in Marshall for a few days in ebruary, and then the three of them 
will journey to flatcheches where, she believes, the O'Briens 
will remain for quite a stay at the hotel, with frequent 
calls at Melrose for conferences on the Maria Therese business. 

It sounds like a ibusy schedule for the month when the world likes to 
p r ss this way.to see the Chinese magnolias. In the mean tine, I 
must get some "shut-eye" m anti cipation of a busy day on the morrow, 


T */ \U 

nesday, January 15th, 1954, 


'Iil 


Memorandum: 


How nice to find your two fat letters in today's post. 

They seem to have taken an extra day in coming, —written on the 7ti 

hii+ inh n +. ini+.h nl 7 +.h.o mon+.hoT ’h.hn’h hno o n rone) i. )i rt (J,CT*OSS i/fi6 


± r iey seem uu n,av e ounen an exura a ay v 
but what with all the weather that has been spreading 
country, they seem to have done pretty well in buckin 

~ ^ ^ 'I F) 


and cold. 


ng the snow, ra 


An added pleasure they afforded me was the half hour break 
they provided in a sitting on T V and allied subjects lasting 
from 9 this morning until 1 0:30 tonight, broken only by 
n few minutes out to grab a bit of food during which the discussi on; 
went forward, I was a little bit surprised that three secretaries 
showed up along about 4:50, for what with the cold snap still 
holding us in its grip, I shouldn't have been surprised if the 
mail might have rested in the armoir until the morrow # But 
there was a show tonight, and as nothing was perking on the plantat', 
I suppose secretarial business provided the only opportunity to 
make the show. 

It was so good of you to give me such a comprehensive 
picture of all that has been transpiring, and I have no 
doubt y ou may well have told yourself, after all the energy 
required for this report, that you certainly knew full well just 
how the people on the Hew ork ■‘■imes feht immediately following 
the end of the prolonged newspaper strike, 

• ^ 

naturally I wasn't too surprised but nevertheless I was o 
little unprepared, as I always am for such things, when I learned 
of opposition to educational and cultural programs from one 
quarter. It reminded me of the Columbia report who once remarked tl, 
it is extraordinary to what lengths some people will go to 
resist getting a new idea. But it was good to know your gathering 
at the home of your neighbor, and it is nice to know you all found 
the California vintage satisfactory, The brew struck me as being 


I 


« 
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among the milder types of champagne of domestic production 
that I have run across. 

I am so glad to know that you, too, had an opportunity 
to skip through the LaFontaine opus before it started rolling 
in this direction. Somehow you may imagine that I shall prize 
it higher with each reading, Realizing, as I do, that we have 
almost shared it together, while you, on the other hand, will 
enjoy your name sake's rendition of certain musical items 
for precisely the same reason. 

How nice it is to know you had such a nice message from 
Itobina. How tur'ly she expressed a hope that we all may 
nurture as time jogs along. 

And may 1 thank you for the Uncle ^-om clipping which 1 must 
explore again, as the secretaries were getting restive when I got 
to it, and I must see about Chatham and Dresden or whatever the 
places mentioned were. A.t the moment, I seem to be a bit foggy 
^nd find myself wondering if Chatham can be the one I know 
in Hew England, although it may well be somewhere else that 
good old Harriet traced down the story, according to that 
version of the identity of Uncle Thomas and his casa. 

And may 1 thank you for acquainting me with the Columbia Unive 
versity celebrations covering their 200 anniversary. It all 
sounds wonderful and I suppose the exhibits in the Historical 
Society, etc., should carry heaps of things of genuine appeal. 


may I further congratulate you on your handling of the 
of Congress lists. Some of the titles you mentioned as 
sound wonderful and I so much appreciate you kindness in 
me know what titles you appended. Like you, I should 
know what percentage of these lists are actually 

As I may have indicated before, I sometimes think 
the book titles are selected first and the proposed listings mailed, 
out ot eh memboers of the board later. I hope Weeks can help me 
find out something ibout this and allied particulars so the 
business may be improved. 


And 

Library 
checked 
letting 
like to 
recorded 


V\ 


I don t know 
o the day, but I 
observed that the 
in the Cane River 


why, —perhaps because I was vaguely - tired at the 
was frankly not too delighted when Carolyn 
Farley o'Briens aticipate lingering 
country during the entire month of February 
nhat with next month being among my busiest 
such a prolonged honor will not be accorded me 
a cook but we are getting along alright 
I haven 
re-read 


t a seer tary here right now, 
your letter before folding up 


I certainly hope 

We continue withoi 
and I only regret 
it would be so nice to 
my beard slap . 


Wednes 'ay, January 15th, 1954, 


Memorandum'. 

How nice to find your note of Friday last past in today s post. 

But Lord, Lord how confused 1 find myself wondering what 1 could 
h a ve lotted down in some recent memo that so utterly created an 
impression which must have produced ax effect quite contrary to anyth 

I had in heart or miv.d. 

Since reading your letter, I have been trying ton conjure up 
in my mind how such a false impression should have been brought 
forth, and especially as misconceptions almost never seem to 
creep into our respective memos. 

OP course I always chatter away without any particular thought 
so far as form or coherencey is concerned, whenever the close 
of day brings about the hour of communion . I am wondering if by 
some inadvertence, I put in a negative or left one out so that 
something I may have said conveyed precisely the contrary thought 
that 1 thouqht my fingers were trasmittmg, As you did not 
refer to fy oarticular point, or hot, l phrased t he misleading Une, 

I am cuite at a loss to imagine the circumstances which brought forth 
such a disheartening suggeestion. 

It is quite true that even as was your own experience during 
the hoi iday 1 season, so were my days a little on i,he hurly-bur V 
I have realised with shame on one or two occasions that I have sput 
and fumed against this or that passing dumbell and perAaps 
I have once or twice chided myself as an apologizing gesture u 
having thus "ached" in correspondence addressed to one "J 0 ^ 
even heavier load to carry on the annoyance side than did I. 
is the only thing I can think of which might have been so poor 
contrived as to live a false impression, through some error in typing 
so that, through my clumsey tapping out of some sente’.ice, 9- 

Me impression that I was tossing custard pies m your direction 
whereas, in reality, I was voicing complaints against myselj for 
having demonstrated my lack of courte y and consideration /or you by 
reciting all the chitter-chatter going on about here on occasion. 






4 
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among the milder types of champagne of domestic production 
that I have run across. 

I am so glad to know that you, too, had an opportunity 
to skip through the LaFontaine opus before it started rolling 
in this direction. Somehow you may imagine that I shall priae 
it higher with each reading, Realising, as I do, that we have 
almost shared it together, while you, on the other hand, will 
enjoy your name sake's rendition of certain musical items 
for precisely the same reason. 

How nice it is to know you had such a nice message from 
liobina» How turly she expressed a hope that we all may 
nurture as time jogs along . 

And may 1 thank you for the Uncle 1 om clipping which I must 
explore again, as the secretaries were getting restive when I got 
to it, and I must see about Chatham and Dresden or whatever the 
places mentioned were. A.t the moment, I seem to be a bit foggy 
3 nd find myself wondering if Chatham c a» be the one I know 
in Hew England, although it may well be somewhere else that 
good old Harriet traced down the story, according to that 
version of the identity of Uncle Thomas and his casa. 

And may I thank you for acquainting me with the Columbia Univt 
versity celebrations covering their 800 anniv rsary. It all 
sounds wonderful and I suppose the exhibits in the Historical 
Society, etc., should carry heaps of things of genuine appeal. 


Wednesday, January 13th, 1 S54. 


And may I further congratulate you on your handling of the 
Library of Congress lists. Some of the titles you mentioned as 
checked sound wonderful and I so muc \* appreciate you kindness in 
letting me know what titles you appended. Like you, I should 
like to know what percentage of these lists are actually 
recorded. As I may have indicated before, I sometimes think 
the book titles are selected first and the proposed listings mailec. 
out ot eh memboers of the board later. I hope Weeks can help me 
find out something about this a?i d allied particulars so the 
business may be improved. 

I don't know why, --perhaps because I was vaguely tired at tin 
o the day, but I was frankly not too delighted when Carolyn 
observed that the Farley o'Briens aticipate lingering 
in the Cane Hiver country during the entire month of February . 

Hhat with next month being among my busiest f I certainly hope 
such a prolonged honor will not be accorded me . We continue withoi 
a cook but we are getting along alright and I only regret 
I haven't 3 seer tary here right now, it would be so nice to 
re-read your letter before folding up my beard slap . 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your note of Friday last past in today's post . 

But Lord, Lord how confused I find myself wondering what I could 
h.ve lotted down in some recent memo that so utterly created an 
impression which must have produced an effect quite contrary to anyth 

I had in heart or mind . 

St nce reading your letter, I have been trying ton conjure up 
in my mind how such a false impression should have been fcrouy/it 
forth, and especially as misconceptions almost never seem to 
creep into our respective memos. 

Of course I always chatter away without any particular thought 
so far as form or coherencey is concerned, whenever the close 
of day brings about the hour of communion, I am wondering if by 
some inadvertence, I put in a negative or left one out so that 
something I may have said conveyed precisely the contrarj j thought 
+h a t 1 thouaht my fingers were trasmittmg. As you did not 
refer to « J particular point, or hot, I pkrased Me ; moleaduig.line, 

I am quite at a loss to imagine the circumstances which brought forth 
such a disheartening suggeestion. 

It is auite true that even as was your own experience during 
the holiday*season, so were my days a little on the hurly-burly si e 
1 have realised with shame on one or two occasions that 1 have sputte 
■ nd~ fumed against this or that passing dumbeli and perhaps 
I have once or twice chided myself as an apologising gesture in 
having thus "ached" in correspondence addressed to one wfco /iad an 
even heavier load to carry on the annoyance side than did I, This 
is the only thing I can think of which might have been so poor 
contrived as to give a false impression, through some error m typing 
so that, through''my clumsey tapping out of some sentence, I yau« 
tie impression that I was tossing custard pies m your direction 
whereas in reality, I was voicing complaints against myself for 
Savina demonstrated my lack of courts-y and consideration for you by 
reciting all the chitter-chatter going on about here on occasion . 




9 


I 
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As a natter of fact, --and I have perhaps already voiced th\ 
thought during the past two weeks, my holiday period has been tin 
happiest I can remember. I need scarcely name the one individual 
who makes so much of this happiness a reality, and the only tinge 
of unhappiness thus far this season is your letter today, indicai 
that I must have tossed off something under pressure, riving an 
entirely false conception, and let this be a lesson to"me, not 
to knock off confidential chats at a time when Rand antics or 
some such tomfoolery gets into my hair, and, I gather, spills ove I 
the yped page. Forgive me for the part I played in this unplead 
ness, and do let me know what in the. world I said that got 
things off the track so unexpectedly and so without any warrant, 
far as 1 can think. 


on 


Carolyn got off 
leaving handed me 


this morning 
the enclosed 


a little after 8 
snapshot which I 

not 

vague for me to do anything w\ 
nice for us to keep it somewhere 
her correspondence, 


and 

, . „ - - -- - thought 

you might like to attach to one of la Storm '3 letters I do 
want it back for it is a little bit 
and bes i es, I think it would be 
in relation to 


I haven ' t 
sent along for 
too much Christmas 


heard from Hollywood since the last letters I 
our collection, 1 reckon the gals must have had 
L ,mas whoopee and subsequent birthday celebrations 
to get around to letter writing, and that I can perfectly undrsta 
ana be thankful to high heaven that I can escape all the society 
wn,ch apparant'ly obtains where ever most people gatb.er in numbers 

I really worked pretty concentratedly yesterday in smoothinq . 
out various details relative to the impending Farley Obrien appru\ 
to the Natchitoches and Marie ■‘■'herese neighborhood, and I 
also went into some detaloregarding various potentials regarding 
possible T V Things that may be in the offing, I think such 
time well invested but things would be a little simpler if the 
culi?mry department hadn t folded up so abruptly on Sunday, making 
picnic a la »atteau more or les3 inevitable, —and all the resiijl 
returning of the picnic grounds to their former status, 

did not hear anything from the Montespan section so do 


know if 3he will "honor" me on the morrow or not, *>ut tomorrow 


not 

handle to morr w, ana tonight, after knocking off a few letters, 

I expect to have ax other go at The Idiot which is progressing 
at snail s pace although I like the whole business much, , The 
J ,j rst third of the novel seems to embrace a wide segment of ■ 

the social shades and shadows of St. Petersburg ax element whicl 
r regretted tolstoy didn t c oncentrate oft more. But 

i mus , gold. Please, please don t worry about my typing fcJunders.l 


1-OcUI 
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Thursday, Ja 


iMfj 


, 1954. 




Memorandum: 


There was no mail today but at 1 o'clock la Montespaix telephoned 
saying she would like to pass by this afternoon . I told her I 
h a d a heavy schedule and if she could make it by 2 and be gone 
by 4, it would simp’lofy things for me considerably. 

And so she arrived at 2 :30 She departed at 7:20 • 

I believe she would be here until midnight if I hadn't done 
a bit of pushing, 

I didn't tell her we had no cook. '1‘hat would have meant an 
invition to dine in town probably. She possibly thought it odd 
I didn't mention supper. Perhaps she forgot the 4 o'clock 
limit. The telehpone raxxg twice around 5 but that didn't seem 
to make any dent. 

The same shoulder that occasionally is dampened by tears across 
the fence had to be re-dampened a bit on this side of the fence. 
Shewas shedding tears of a nger although they were being trotted out 
as of sorrow. As near as I could make out the situation, she 
hadn t seen.or heard from him since Christmas, which may or may 
not be true , For two years, according to her version, they had plaxxnt 
a trip to Miami and Havana and then "his wife spoiled it all 
by going” in her place. This seemed to make little sense since she 
couldn't possibly have gone with the sedate wives o sedate burghers 
of the Parrish who were 0 n the R. E. A. Special 


In 


n 


her telephone conversation of some time back, I had been 
given to understand she had much material for a book, —an 
a utobiography After some conversation, it boiled.down to 
letters from the master over a period of ten years It is 

in mind to publish which is the stupidest thing I ever 
;clar,ed she had been offered a big price for the letters 
they depict a wonderful account of life on Melrose. I doubt 
n nybody ever offered to buy them for I cannot -magine 
could do with them &he explained that one would 


these she has 
heard. She declared 


if 

what anybody 
merely have to 
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change the names and the reading would be fascinating and at 
t e same time it would be obvious to every one reading them just 
which character u>hre which and what places were what . She 
tosseed in Harnett Kane's name again and mentioned James Aswell. 

The first wouldn't spend a nickle on anything worth something and 
the latter hasn't any money. I didn't press for i dentification 
of the potential purchasers t 

She had read Boswell's London Journal and believes these 
letters would be equally good # 

She obviously is going to re-establish relations just as 
soon as' she can after the master returns. She asked much on that 
point. I k new nothing. Actually it will be Sunday at 2: 30. 

% 

At this point one might speculate on the t^zzy in which some 
research worker a few generations hence might experience , should the 
Hex rose Memorandum survive and through this page, the knowledge that 
another person, writing at the same time, had given his version of 
the same people and place as covered by the Memorandum * 

i ••O'i • • J ' 

It is puzzling to fathom the mind which envisions publishing 
the letters in question, and obviously she must have talked about 
them to various people if she has received offers, which I doubt, 
a nd at the same time speculate on when the next trip will be 
stirred up when she and he can flit down to Louth America, „_Lima 
seems to be the big place in her mind. 

Well, the up shot of a most tiresome afternoon was 
her conclusion that she would prefer to have me read the letters first 
to give her some notion as to how best they can be handled * 

I fig re if she gets the idea of h a ving me serve as adviser in 

the editing of the papers, this will stall of her crack-pot 

notions of the moment and eventually the things can go back into 

her strong box and forgotten, —until the next storm makes up. 

Haturally I have no wish for the master to assume I am reading 

his love letters which quite rightly he should resent. But 

perhaps he will realize that I am do ng what I can to give 

th.e bag a chance to blow off steam and not circulate the 

things which he might object to even more than knowing 

they came to me. What a business some people can stir up for 

others to get enmeshed in. Perhaps I shall touch on the matter 

with Pat Perhaps not # I shall see. And please forgive this 

exceedingly tiresome diatribe t I'll try to do better on the morrow.. 


Friday, January 15th, 1954. 


Memorandum: 

Another busy day but not in any way following the pattern 
of yesterday's interminable sitting, thank heavens. 

, The weather, after being so cold early in the week, 

suddenly urned remuirk^bly warm and did all kinds of 
things, such as unfolding a billion narclissue blossoms over night, 
opened cascades of water a-dripping in the library and 
lining rooms a nd instilling an irrepressable imp 'lse on my part 
to .do no end of gardening, --none of which was interrupted by 
people, praises be. 

In the culinary department, things jog along much as 
usual with Eugene, Pat and I doing a boy s cout breakfast 
bus in ss in the big fiouse and dining by ourselves across the 
fence where Celeste s servent stirs up dinner. I continue 
to "hold the thought" that Juanita may return but I doubt if 
she will. 

I learned todgiy that the General is to be guest speaker at 
the mid term graduation excercises at the college in town on 
January 28th or perhaps on the 29th, for it seems to me 
Friday was mentioned and the 29th would be Friday, what with 
the multiples of 7 being on Thursday this month. I am Roping 
this will give him an opportunity to spend the week end here, 
for it is always a great pleasure to have little sessions with 
, him in the quiet of Yucca. 

Last night I discovered that I was to^ tired to sleep and 
so, after folding up my beard and discovering that all 
Hew Orleans stations to which I listen to the news were given over 
to Crescent City politicians beating the drum were beaint 
the drum for the impending b a llot casting sometime later 
in the month, I ar.ose from my downy couch and fell to reading 
from the ostievski opus which was precisely what I needed, it 
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Sunday, January 17th, 1954. 


seeded to parallel my own days existence to such a surprising 
degree. At the same time it enabled me to understand what 
is the basis of all the tumult behind the Iron Curtain, in 
ihe mid 1800's and well as the mid 1900's t —for everyone 
appearing in The Idiot is obviously cazy except, of course, The 
Idiot, who seems to be about the only one with any sense at 
n l'l And as for myself, the day I had spent seemed so ridiculous 
that I found vast c mfort in thus purusing a book so utterly 
given over to presenting telling pictures of other people 
and circ mstances fraught with, crack-pot doings. 

There is one line in the Seglou letter that you will 
find interesting, —the one about certain members of the New Orlei 
press not liking me. I gather tne Segleous must h^ve been 
consorting with the Barnett Kane contingent. Regardless of 
such considerations, there are always the cases of such people 
as litr.le Miss Lee, Madam Marco and so on, people who may 
not be cherished by some but who probably have a heap of 
secret admirers, many of whom may be quite unknown to them. 

The card from Celeste doesn't go far as a trav logue, but 
a friend of hers in town telephoned this evening to say 
she had received a card speaking of a flight to the Bahamas, 
a jaunt to Havana and so on, from all of which I deduce that 
the participants in the R. E. A. conference must be able 
to find entertainment in sp te of the business supposedly 
calling for . this annual pow-wow, which, as everyone knows, is 
primarily a junket and little more.. It has always 
struck me as itpressive that even though R. E. A. can profitably ; 
electricity at rates more favorable than private concerns, they 
can at the same time find excess money to provide for these 
annual frolics for the officials of the company. 


In the Freeshia department, the growth of the greenery 
is truly impressive • I notice a bulge at the base of some 
of the svalks whi h I interpret to mean that 
buds m~y be about to make their bow It seems to me the 
bulbs must have been of exceptional qu 1 ity to produce such 
luxuriant growth so speedily. Naturally I am impatient to 
have the first blossom unfold and I hope I don t worry the 
plants into sterility by the constant watch I keep on them. 
I shall report further on their progress, and. continue 
hold ':ij th - th:>‘ijht th .t •/;'>:> i r pe 'i :> l f . '■ J ,J " 

n *. • ’ - J. f F. , ’ ; } 7 '/s' ’ 1 ’ ?’•; .• 


' 



Memorandum : 

How nice to find your 'Tuesday letter in Saturday' s post. 

What with all the doings going on around here over the past 
week end, I failed to keep up with the weather situation 
in your neighborhood as consistently as is my custom under 
normal routine. I did hear that it had started snowing on Sunday 
but then I lost track of how long it lasted and what happened next. 
If only all the snow would stay put in North Dakota or some such 
place and not tangle up everything in Manhattan and at Melrose. 

I pause to knock wood as I remark that thus far we have escaped 
although it got fairly close one night, --last Sunday, I 
behave, when it sprinkled half an inch over Natchitoches but 
didn t make it this far down the river. As I understand it, 
everything above Shreveport is still blanketed . Last night 
the thermometer dipped to S8 which did the camellias no good but 
prob n bly id not do ax y harm to the magnolias, still 
a couple of weeks a way from bursting into flower. 

It was so good of you to give me particulars regarding 
la Crane and to take the trouble to acquaint me with the titles 
of her books, 'that a curious collection of colors she injected 
into the collection. What with green on its banks, Cane Liver alwa 
unites with that color whatever chanced to be the reflection 
from the sky, — blue, gray, black sprinkled with stars and so on, b 
cafe-au-lait might well find a place in her collection if 
she plans talking about the people. I am wondering if she is 
one of those bags just like the Purple Lady who simply doesn't 
find it worth bothering & bout to visit a place merely because 
she is going to write about it. 

You mentioned the impending Camellia Show at Lafayette. I 
know not when the big day of the three transpired, but assume it 
was yesterday. This was luck since yesterday's chill was 
not of freezing proportions. As I understand it, Alexandria 
is having a local doings next week end and unless something 
- . .gets to stirring in the (*ulf and blowing this way to turn back the 
unending advance of more and more cold from up North, that 
festival will certainly turn out nothing but a frost. 
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As for the situation on the home front, it rocks along 
alright. Joe Henry appeared out of Texas unannounced on 
Saturday noon, remaining until this morning. We had a nice 
hour's chat before he headed back for home. Pat and I dined 
alone across the fence and at 2 o'clock he met J. H. and 
Celeste at the train in town. 

Lee and Jordon Randolph and some Harvey friends from Iowa 
passed this way for a couple of hours. The Randolphs are from 
the tolfax area. I discussed my best move in the 
Mary Pringle case of acquainting that lady with the painful 
news that her photographs aren't up to commercial standard. 
ree is Lq see Hr. Rand this week and acquaint him with my 
problem and he, as her physician, may be able to handle the 
matter in that capacity to advantage, I hope. 


or 



The Florida trip seems to have been all rosey. I told 
Celeste that her servant had done nicely during her absence but 
she didn t seem too pleased about that, remarking that an 
emergency is not to be avoided but that after all, her servant 
couldn t be doing the clean ng of closets and polishing of floors 
attending to other matter attendant upon our presence\corss 
•Hie fence at dinner. It s a curious mind I shall never comprehend. 


But there are the gayer sides of life on ye old plantation 
a-id i think you will find this one moderately amusing. When 
I received the Mongolia twins, the donnor remarked that when then 
attained manhood, they were going to make a might imposing 
Pa ir of tom cats. The weeks sped along and Saturday 
I s ent for Log as he has assisted me in the past 
metamorphosing .his or that tom cat into a tabby. We had 
no luck in tracking down one and it was with some difficulty that 
we fmdly located Outer. I fiddled for a little while, too, nett inn 
uter inserted into the boot so that only his posterior protruded, 
lien, when all was sot , I nodded to Log to come down deftly with 
i is mighty rasor. He did # A second later I turned Outer loose 
ano. Log and I, a bit shame-faced but laughing at ourselves, 
we rolled on the gallery in merriment. Outer, to our astonishment, 
vurneo out to be a lady # Much A-do About Northing", as the bard of 

Avon mi J ht have phrased it. ^ 


Lo runs out the week end ail d a new week begins Mine has 
teen so happy 9 thanks to your nice letter and 


6509 


Monday, January 18th, 2954* 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy but fairly warm with a promise for rain and colder 
weather on Wednesday. I declare all this changeable business 
suggests that Spring can t be too far around the corner. 

There were a couple of letters in today s post, --none of 
them of any special interest, but I shall refer to each of 
them, --both read rather hurriedly, which gave me the impression 
of unrelated trends on the part of each correspondent. 

The one from Helen is a pleasure to read, as all of Helen's 
are in that category. I find her description of her Mother's 
menage although not very detailed, is nevertheless n uite 
successful in giving a picture, of a situation which 
a ny chance reader might grasp. I admire her abilityt to 
toss off such vignettes in simple correspondence. The 
slant in this letter which struck me with the greatest force 
appears in her reference to Carolyn. Somehow I feel bound to 
admit to myself that the two ladies appear to be drifting away frov 
each other's orbit, —gradually but steadily . So far 
a s I cau envision Helen 1 s estimate of Carolyn 9 it always has been 
and undoubtedly now is correct. , 

As for Carolyn's impressions of Helen as elen s 
character has, u nfolded during the past five or six years, this 
may also be true, for I have little means of knowing other 
than from Carolyn. According to the latter, Helen a nd her 
husband tended more and more toward a society center, 
induced in the beginning by the big wigs in politics and 
finance especially, who tended to draw them more and more 
into their circle, not especially out of delight in 
the charm of Helen's h: sband but through fear of his power 
to flatten them out through the press t I believe Carolyn 
feels tha.t following Frank's death, Helen tended to drift along 
further and further with this society group whose 

*only claim to distinction was the amount of money they controlled. 
For all"'I know Carolyn may be right, and she certainly did not meat 
to imply anything snobbish about Helen but only to express 
a lack of understanding how Helen could bother with people whose 
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attributes were merely money, I, of course, have no means of 
forming an idea on this point, I will say, however, that 
I was disappointed when Helen trough Lucille and Ida to 
Melrose a few years b^ck Ida is not society but Lucille 
is and while it was perhaps kindness and only kindness 
on*Helen's part that induced her to bring them, I for one, 
felt th,at Melrose had always typified rest and a different 
world for Helen who, by bringing Texas with her on that 
visit, imroduced the Lone Star state and automatically 
eliminated all benefits she herself might have derived from 
a Melrose sojourn by making the spirit of the place evaporate 
by simply bringing with her those who couldn't possible 
comprehend what it was all about. As to the merits of 

each contestant, I continue to hold an open mind but I regret 
that whatever the causes, the ladies should be drifting apart. 

As for the important line in the other letter, I take it 
to be that one wherein the lady expresses doubt as to her 
memory on what was said oil Thursday evening about the Journal, 

I suppose this is a gesture at back-tracking, which is quite 
afiLright with me. The gentleman in the case came to see me 
this afternoon, having learned from someone in town that she 
hid been here on Thursday, He says she was too ridiculous on 
the stand she took, demanding that she be permitted to make 
the Miami jaunt, long with the wifes of other local off icials 
of the R, E. A, He further stated that she is the most 
selfish woman he knows and-that she might be capable of doing 
anything to gain her point __whatever that point may 
be. It was thought wise to remove the receiver from 
the hook again ttcis Tuesday night, •>hat nettled him was 
the fact that in a fury over being refused the Miami trip, 
she ordered him out of the house. It all sounds like a pretty 
business, I must say After a three week absence, he doesn^t 
seem inclined to resume the liason, I would hazard ?io bei 
on the possibility th~t they will not establish contact again sh 
but with two personalities so oddly contrived, nobody can 
anticipate the next turn or recognise a final one in advance. 

Celeste left this afternoon for South Louisiana to pick 
up her mama and to bring her back hone tomorrow, 

We gentlemen dine alone, - as usual. What a strange house 
of curds this is, 

I was glad to hear that the bell is being returned from 
the engraver by mami shortly, When it was left in Hew Orleans, 
the en raver hadn't decided if he could engrave the legend 
directly on the bell or if he would find it easier to make a 
plaque of metal and attach it, I hope the former may be achieved 


Tuesday, January 19th, 1954, 


Memorandum• 

The weather is so warm it is pleasant to have all doors 
and windows open tonight. 

The narcissus bulbs are unfolding their blossoms at 
a great rate and the freeshias look ever so promising, 

> . ♦ 

Road-runners have been road running all day, too, Purely 
if Spring hasn t arrived, the weather is certainly putting on 
a very reasonable facsimile thereof. 

Celeste and Madam Regard didn't return until late this 
afternoon. Dee Hertsog's mama died early this morning and 
they remained to be in Alexandria ipith Dee, They will return 
there for a 9:15 funeral in the morning, 

• ' ^ 

Celeste was in a tissy because it was thought we might 
eat cold cuts across the fence, "Some new arrangements 
have to be made right now,,,,,I' can't waste my life as 
cook . etc,, etc,, ad nauseum. 

What a stupid bag. 

At 7, a, H, came over to suggest the same arrangement about 
the telephone as was carried out a week or two back I can't 
imagine any wife putting on a noiser(noisier) act, Calculated to 
dry the husband slqp in the wrong direction, --and particularly, 
a though,she doesn t know it, at a more critical time. 

As for the cook situation in the big house, Puyn's wife, Le'lma 
agreed this morning to give a hand temporarily for us on' 
this side of the fence, I think you may remember Zelma, for, if 
memory serves, we chatted with her a bit one morning on the 
Bermuda road. So much for the domestic side of things, 

as for myself, I had a busy day t a portion of my time 
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taken up with doing a tape recording, —both morning and afternoon, 
of various historical apsedts along this bend of the river. 
Altogether, I suppose 1 spent not more than three or four 
hours at it but much more time was consumed because of 
interruptions which had the tendency of eating up twice 
as much time when efforts were made to get sentences filled 
in and continuations properly sequenced. 

Themachme was arranjed for me so I might dictate the 
stuff at my leisure, t us enabling me o get rid of 
the operator. I may do a little more before folding up my beard 
or 1 may put it off until the morrow at such an hour of 
dawning as will preclude interruption. 

% 

I was tuned in on K A LB, Alexandria when he station came on 
the air this morning. It is one of those super Etates Rights 
stations that still plays Dixie instead of The Star 
Spangled Banner , With the beginning of the first news of the day, 
the announcer, according to custom, stated : "This is Tuesday, 
Jqnuary 19th, 1954, the 19th day of the year # In 17 65 on 
this date, so-and-so was born and in 1811 o n this day, so-and-so 
was born . Here are-the headlines of today, telling of History 
in the making." 


I am quite familiar with that 0 pening line, but 
what struck me as hilarious was the fact that the two gentlemen 
named as being born on this 19th of January were one, —an 
Englishman, the other some politician nobody ever hr'.rd of, --cut 
l-.sre it oas Robert E. Lee’s birthday and this Dixie opening 
station, although the day is a legal holiday completely forgot 
to name him but r ather fiddled around with two unknowns. 

So much for picayune patriotism, —if any. 

I’m so glad Mr. Eisenhower, as Republican President, asked 
for legislation looking toward health and hospitalisation insurance 
I gather at best it was merely a gesture and of no benefit to 
the majority of the people but at le^st it robs the Republicans 
of their old stock phrase about "socialized medecine" and certainly 
ought, there bye, to put the fear of God into the hearts, if any, of 
the -rimerican Medical association.... 


Wednesday, January 20th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

,• \ *\ ' - * i r \ •. * : . . » 

"hat with the thermometer at 80, it is difficult to imagine 
a drop of fifty degrees within the next fewr. hours. Lut the 
Weather Bureau predicts rain, sleet and snow before morning with 
a low of 30 by 7 in the morning with lower readings following 
after as the day advances. It all sounds like such a miscre, what 
with the gardens all agog with narcissus perfume from a billion bloss 
a nd some of the buds of the Chinese magnolias already bursting 
into fllower. 

So many of the cold on-slaughts this year have tended to slide o, 
in au Easterly direction that one tends to hold the thought that 
this one may. It must be traveling slowly at any rate, for it had 
passed over Dallas in this direction at noon today but had not 
reached Ehrefsport by 7 tonight. Try as 1 might during the 
afternoon, it was difficult for me to envision the wreck of the 
greenery and coloring in the gardens before another day has dawned. 

With all_this talk about weather, I am reminded that Mrs. 
Holloman wrote me last year about some meeting scheduled for 
Alexandria sometime this winter, —and parenthetically, "winter" souiu 
so odd with the thermometer in ttfe 80 bracket, --but I don t recall 
if that meeting was s cheduled for anuary or February. I do know 
that the Alexandria Cammelia Show is on the docket for this week end 
and perhaps, as I suggested in my response to Mrs. H., Alexandria 
might take a page from atches as of 1952 or 1955, and give 
thought to some other means of entertaining their convention friends 
if aack Frost takes over. I never did receive a response from la Hoi. 
and there was no Christmas card from that direction this year, so 
I suppose I may take it as a matter of course that one of these days 
a frantic telephone call will be coming from that direction 
to lend a hand at extending hospitality to the 500 conventioners or 
how many were said to be expected for the winter pow-wow. 
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I think we both might have been amused if a movie 
camera had been turning today while I was doing the tape 
recording and we were able to see the film, 1 sat on 

the sofa in the living room, talking into the microphone of 
the machine which was resting on the bidet in front of me, 

I just chanced to be talking about Clemence when her svelt 
figure appeared at the open door, I recognised her because of 
the ostume she effects when gathering pecanes, --tight fitting 
overalls and a white turban notable m among the other items of he 
costume, I did not want to interrupt the recording at that 
point and accordingly while maintaining the same speed and tone o, 
voice, I began to gesticulate wildly, trying to bid her enter 
and succeeding only in pussling her at first. She hesitated 
a little , apparantly expecting something to happen, such 
a s the burst of a fire cracker or some such thing, but after 
a couple of minutes, the talking going right along and the arm 
waving not ceasing, she eventually took courage in both hands, 
opened the screen door and slithered-into a chair, gingerly 
perching on the edge of the seat as though ready to spiring 
in the direction of the door at any second if anything 
untoward suhould suddenly transpire • Graduallyand perhaps 
in part because she chanced to hear her name mentioned, she 
gradually relaxed and even began to manifest signs of 
approval or disapproval or whatever, I suppose, when 
she realised she somehow figured in this odd performance, 


a - 

k 





In another few minutes I had reached a point where I 
could make a break in the recording, whereupon, when I 
toss the gaget aside, I explained what this puzzling performance 
all about, whereupon she doubled up with delight but 
just as quickly "froze" when I tried to jockey her into 
speaking a few words into the microphone • 


We had not expected J, H , home for supper tonight, as he 
had gone to Alexandria on income tax business thi3 afternoon, but 
he surprised us by arriving just as we were sitting down. By 
making his appearance hepe and surprising us by his presence, 

I could not help wondering if he was disappoint another by 
his absence. 


And now I am going to enjoy a little round with les Fables, 
following the 3 ame with a dab of T>ostievski before 
listening to the 10 o'clock news, --including the weather report. 


Thursday, January Slst, 1954, 


i. 

emorandum : 


Perhaps I should begin by knocking wood snow as yet. 

The thermometer didn't fall as rapidly as prS&ldtea last night but 
it has sprinkled since early this morning a n d as the thermometer stand 
at £5 and the rain continues falling, I suppose we may look for 
a nice coating of ice by morning, or- perhaps a dab of snow, 1 hope not 

I enjoyed myself so much last night with les Fables, How wonderf 
they are recorded, And after the French section of the "literary 
evening", I had a round with the Russian division, A, Scourby 
conducting, I a m two thirds through "The Idiot" and can 
readily understand why it never had the popularity of the Karamazov 
item t for the latter, a s you know, is a great big detective story, amo 
other things, hut "The Idiot is endless talk without much reason 
and with mighty little plot so it would- never a peal to a tenth 
of the people the Karamazov thing would. 

The gloom of the supper hour night before last was replaced 
by gaiety at the coffee hour this morning, Zelma is cooking 
a t t .e big house which aa is one element in the transformation. 
Another is the Camellia Show in Alexandr ia day after tomorrow. 

And then there are other plans for parties and road running so 
that at the moment at least, we are living in the best of worlds, 
it see ms to me the Council on Cotton meets shortly, too, 

interruption . 

A telephone, endless in length, passes along no end of 
gossip, none of which or all may be ture, Among other poits 
is the report that Pan has re-married his divorced wife and that 
they now have three children and have bought a home in Alexandria 
and that he commutes to Natchitoches, It is true I haven J t seen 
him much of late. One odd feature about that family is, according 
to report, of the three children, only the third was conceived in wed¬ 
lock but since he put his wife out a month after conception and 
divorced her, none of the three were born while they were married, 

, What a pretty kettle of fish that branch of the family turned out to b 
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I was talking with Ruth Pierson the other day* She is 
a h x lf sister of your friend, Madam Beaufort who, according to 
rRUth, was one of thq judges at the State Camellia Show in Lafayett 
I am ashamed I haven t written the Beauforts as yet to thank them 
for their Christmas present, I certainly had better begin cleaning 
up my desk of such odds and ends. 

And speaking of Lafayette, L am wonder mg what ever happened 
to the Kleisers, As yet they haven t stopped at Melrose "on their 
way home", and I am wondering if they remained in Lafayette for 
„ while to execute some commissions, It is my understanding that 
he has painted some perfectly lovely camellias during the 
past year. Perhaps he is painting some more now as a result 
of the show. One thing is certain, he might better be indoors at 
Lafayette at the moment that pointing out of doors at Melrose, 

c * . 

Zelma was telling me a problem her son. Little King, is current 
experiencing, Be re-enlisted in the Army, I may have mentioned, an 
has been stationed at C a mp Polk, 50 odd miles across the Motrose H 
from here, i'his has been a convenient situation for him since he 
has been able to drive home at least once in the middle of the week 
a nd to spend his week ends a+Melrosc, too. About a year ago, 
the Louisiana legislature enacted a law requiring all owners 
of autombiles of carry accident insurance, Little King 
did not carry any and I know not if he knew about the law or not. 

Be that as it may, y 0 u will recall that one day last summer somewhe 
in the Brry - lorham region, J, H. backed into the road after 
looking over a property off yonder and was struck by a car having 
the right of way and that the driver . of.the car turned out to be 
Little King, State Police chanced, to be in the nei ghborhood 
a nd noted the license numbers of the cars, Naturally J, U, 
had coip'lied with, the insurance law. But because he had not, 
the State has now removed Little King's license plates from his 
car and revoked his driver s liqense for a year. Naturally 
most of the colored folks haven t the vaguest notion as to the 
mysteries of the Law a^d many of them at first inclined to 
feel that this incident, —in which J, R, was obeiously a t fault 
so far as the accident was concerned, is just another example 
of "9 is 9 and naught's a figure,- 

9 for zhe white man, naught for the nigger", . 
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Friday, January ESnd, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

» f 

Well, the snow, didn t catch up with us after all __not on 
this go round, at least, but according to my radio, the Middle 
Atlantic Coast States is scheduled for a white washing from on high 
tonight so perhaps you are getting the stuff instead. 

It remained cold and cloudy all day and will probably 
be in the 20's before morning but the skies are clearing and 
while no heat wave is glimpsed in the immediate offing, the 
absence of persipitation any where a round suggests we 
have esepaed the recent threat, 

he enc losures speak for themselves, I am u pset hy the 
one from Robina for I was under the impression that I had 
acknowledged a package on Clemence's behalf and some home made 
peanut brittle Robina had sent me along a bout the same time, 

I gather her letter was as much intended as x an inquiry as 
on my behalf rather than Clemence's, since Llemence never carries 
on cn y correspondence with anybody, I assume the hurly-burly 
of the holiday season this one jot away from me, as 
I tried desperately to keep up with all incoming mail butbecause 
of one thing and another, I apparantly failed this particular 
mstaAeefor the Farley O'Briens, it would seem to me they are 
cutting quite a slice of Natchitoches pie for themselves, —and 
what they propose doing for a month in that town, I cannot 
imagine what it's going to be like if they are under the 
illusion that a greater part of that time is going to spent 
at Melrose, I shall indicate as much in my response to 
their letter # I suppose it is as difficult for people with 
time on their hands to imagine people without it, just as 
it is prob .bly impossible t for rich people to envision what it is 
like for people who haven t money. But I realize I 
am just as unimaginative as they, for I, for my part, find it 
quite beyond my mental processes to conjure up how anybody with 
lots of money would ever think of bothering to rent their home 
for a month, —and obviously it must be something of a bother if 
I read the letter correctly, 

For either you or me, it would probably be difficult for 
us to say which is our businest month of the year, what with 
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Sunday, January 24th., 1954. 


all of them seeming fairly heavy and each likely to reveal 
some unexpected visitation by people from afar. But what with 
everyone I know planning to have a look at the Chinese magnolias 
this yej.r, February will be a busy month, —pilgrims as 
one element, pre-Spring planting G ?id so on, not to mention 
a solid month of Parley O'Briens. 

Perhaps I shall be able to sell the latter the idea of 
exploring Batches prior to pilgrimage date, —I suppose it 
opens its doors on March 1st as usual. Every ody will be too busy 
to bother with people but even so, they undoubtedly could 
be directed to more entertainment there than could be 
stirred up in the atchitoche s, since more peo t >le in Matches, 
like the O'Briens, have more time on their hands than do 
the people of the Mate hi toe ties . 

Often one reads of the pleasure, not in having accomplished 
something, but rather in the effort to achieve whatever it is. 

I find there is a parallel eeling of delight in wanting to 
explore some biography or writing of this or that character which 
up to that moment is only a name. I find myself on the 
doorstep of such a pleasure in regard to Pushkin about whom I 
know nothing except that he was a poet, a Russian mulatto, —of all 
things, and that he was killed in a duel. Perhaps nobody ever did 
his biography, perhaps a dozen' people did. If you should chance 
to run across one in your memory or in a listing t I would be 
ever so happy if you would jot it dqwn sometime when communicating 
with the Congressional library don t you think so. Mot the 
least pleasure coming to me from reading The Idiot is the fact 
thaf by quoting from Pushkin, ^osievski has quickened my interest 
in the poet. 

» 

I should so much have liked to heap Frank Edwards this week do c 
and dance about the Budget but the only station that serves him up ii 
this area is IV M 0 E, St. Charles Hotel, Mew Orleans and every 
night the Crescent City politicians keep grabbing the time for 
their bush whacking Sometimes I find myself regretting that 
E. Roscoe doesn't do a little more commenting and a little 
less impersonal reporting, for somehow infollowing the latter 
co rse too carefully, he almost seems to. serve the big siuots without, 
I am sure, having any particular desire or intention to do so. 

And may I ask you to join me in "holding the thought" that 
February may somehow turn out to be an awfully short month...... 


Lemorandum: 

You will love this, for while there are probably plenty 
of others, you and I are the only ones who chance to know 
how good it really is. 

At dinner today, Celeste said that she had seen Beth Williams 
Cloutier at Maude Henry's funeral this morning, —Aunt Maude being 
the widow of either Joe or Sam and therefore sister-in-law 
of the Madam, and that beth had asked her if she knew if I 
had ever received-the Christmas gift she had sent me by the 
Worsleys. 

FFor a bag who is want to let years go by without making 
acknwoledgement of a gift, such a question seems to come w ith 
migh'.y poor grace within a month from the time she had made 
a gesture, —or more correctly, a bribe, for 1 consider her gift 
in that category since she is dying to have me tax do the text 
of a planted ion thing that will house her genealogy of the 
Prudhomme s. 

Cf course I should have akenowedged her gift promptly and I 
shall do so tonight but you may be quite sure that I 
shall appeal for her forgiveness by saying that I know she 
understands perfectly how time can slide alng before we get around 
to acknowledge gifts. 

• 

Well, so much for Madam 5eaufo rt which isn ' t much , Eut 

I am happy to say that I got around to do a little reading 
last night and while % the book is dull, the reading is 
pleasant. 

There was further talk about Pushin (Pushkin), aid 
a poem, some words of which I could not distinguish, but 
I shall set my reading machine to dictating in a moment, for 
I wanted to share the lines with you, they seem to sweet and 
so sad. What's appealing about them, I suspect, is the fact 
that the poor knight whose life it sketches, is more or less 
a universe! figure, and broadly speaking and in a variety of 
forms, it ,ts. pxwhably the outline of almost every human career 
that emerges above the average. Mow let me see if I can 
find the lines : 
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"Lived a knight once, poor and simple, 

Pale of face with glance austere, 

Spare of speech but with a spritt, 

Proud, intolerant of fear. 

He had ho.d a wonderous vision, 

11'er could feeble human Art 
G-,ge its deep mysterious meaning, - 
It was graven on his heart. 

And since then his soul had quivered, 
with an all consuming fire, 

'/lever more he looked on women, 

Speech with them did not desire. 

But he dropped his scarf thence forward, 

Were a chaplet in its place. 

And no more in sight of any 
Raised the visor from his face. 

Filled with purest love and fervor, 

Faiths which his sweet derams did yield, 
n his blood he traced the letters, 

//. F, B. upon his shield. 

When the Paladins proclaiming ladies' names as true 
love 's sign. 

Hurled themselves into the battle on the plains of 
Palestine, 

"Humj, cole", "Santa Rosa" shouted he with flaming ing glance 
And the fury of his manner, 

Checked the Musslemans ' advance. 

Then, returning to his castle, 
in far distant country side. 

Silent, sad, bereft of reason, 

In his solitude he died." 




;«* 




So much for the Russian mulatto, Pushkin so far as this sitting 


goes. 


I was delighted yesterday when the new plantation bell arrived 
a brass one, a little larger than the other, and speaking a 
beautiful tone. I suppose the engraved old one will be coming by 
mail in a day or two. 

The weather turned warm today, cloudy but no rain. I didn t 
have pilgrims to speak of, thank heavens. I hope yo: didn't, too, 
and had an opportunity to relax a bit....... 
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Monday, January 25 th, 19 54. 


Memorandum : 

a J ' • • 

Full summer put in its appearance, with the thermometer in 
tije 70's and the sun playing in and out between veils of thin clouds 
We are promised like fare for the morrow, to be followed by somethin 
cooler. By then, the Chinese magnolia buds ought to be just 
about ready to go into their annual act and I am hoping the 
approaching cold front may again, as so often in the past, get stall 
on the Dallas - Fort Worth line or some such. 

*• 

And Grandpa came back to life again, as it were, today. Four 
five days ago, Pat asked me if he could borrow him to spend a night 
in the pecanc house, taking passes at rats. The floor is cement, th 
walls of cinder blocks. And the next morning nothing was to 
be found of Grandpa and it was assumed he had slipped out when 
somebody had opened a door. And so the days ran along and 
only at noon today did we discover him, high up where the tin roof 
meets the walls of the building. How he got up there, nobody could 
imagine, and he simply couldn't get down by himself. And so I 
rounded up a ladder and brought him back to Yucca. I had some chick 
bones and some pork awaiting him and although he went after them wit 
a measured impulse, his hunger was obvious for frequently during 
the afternoon he came to find me in the gardens in front of the big 
house, asking for additional food whiph was his with each asking in 
the form of milk, —the food, not the asking, being liquid. This 
is the second time this winter he has seemingly departed this life, 
to turn up again and may the same custom go on for years and years . 

• 

I am wondering if> the Kleisers may be "hbovering" a bout somewher 
just > in the offing. According to yesterday's Alexandria paper, 
his paintings of camellias were being shown during the Alexandria 
Camellia Show which was held, I believe, on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. I assume the Kleisers were present and I am hoping 
that if they come this way, I may have an opportunity to 
see some of his camellia paintings for his ability to reproduce 
flowers is wonderful and since camnelias have no perfume anyway, a 
portrait in oil by such an expert might he almost as good as 
the flower itself uud would have the added advantage of being 
available for enjoyment all through the year. 
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Tuesday, January 26th, 1954 


I saw the ladies at the coffee hour this morning ana every ™ 
seemed lovely. Among other things taken up was a letter Celeste 
had received from the sister of Mrs. Alphonse Prudhomme, asking 
for particulars about St. Migustin s Church, Suspecting 
Celeste would know as much about it asjhe herself ald > 16 * ld 
ask if either she or "that gentleman, franco is would be_ab±e to 
assist her. With the whole posse of them of the True i aith 
and three Reverend Fathers sitting over yonder under the portals 
of St. Augustin, it does seem odd they had to appeal to t.i 
gentleman. But naturally I was glad to pass along wha I 
could, mi d perhaps the more so because of the lady s 
ui, s3 Kate Keator, Campti, Louisiana. Bob. t you love that, 

Kate Keator of C-mpti, but I guess that unlike the lady from Lymt 
the thing sounds more impressive when spoken than read unless 
we transform Campti into Kampti. 

I talked with Ora j’ few mintues this morning. She had seen 
some of her former associates at the college l ibrary yes ^erday a 
passed along news concerning a meeting of college librarians 
which had t ken, place last Saturday m Baton Rouge. 0nno J'. 
the local librarians had protested that the dues of the American 
Library Association were too high, be mg something like **0.00 o 
S25 00 a year. The local librarian had been dropped as a member 
he refused to kick in such a stiff fee. W. L. Postell of /lew 
Orleans also refused to pay any such a mount. Sides were for, 
forthwith, Deobrah Abranson representing Assae Mae. Deborah 
.n +>.„+ nnhndu should mm d p in in such an amount since it 


Memorandum : 

The Bpring weather continues, --cloudy Spring weather with 
a promise of showers that never seem to come through. And 
I seem to have a mild dpb of Spring sniffles which 1 shall 
try to eradicate by taking some quinine or bromo quinine tonight 
and folding up by beard early. 

* 

The enclosures are nothing _JLillian Hall iriche'll and 
Norma Campbell, but I send them’along if 1 remember to. 

And so Norma says she is passing this way the first week m vebruar 
qnd that is nice to know, although the first week leaves quite 
a few days and nights as a possi bility # What she will probably ao 
is follow her usual plan of registering at the hotel in the ajterao 
and then telephoning to ask if she can bring her friends down 
after supper a nd that visitation we shall skip this year. 

Within t/}(? next day or two, I want to go to one of the 
four pastures in the general direction of Little River soley to 
see one of the four new aluminum gates which were put in place 
today. I find this investment in aluminum for pasture gates 
very interesting, no t only because it marks the advent of 
that miter ial in this section for such i cirpose 'Ino 
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and established the fact beyond question of doubt that more 
money can be made on lumber by selling it rather than making 
gates of it and that the metal gates will end up a much 
better investment all around. So the world jogs along ar.d 1 bake . 
that the new aluminum gates are merely sign posts along the route 
of change, growth and advancement. 

I am approaching the end of The Idiot but last night the 
tale got a 'little incredible and instead of pursuing it 
to the bitter end, I shelved the thing for the pleasure of 
Les Fables before calling it a day. If __ 6n7w Dostievski 1 's 
idiots had a little of the sense of La Fontaine s animals, 
the novel would turn out ev r so much more entertaining, I 
gather that dostievski must have rushed this tiling considerably anc 
it must be regretted that its cons ruction isn't better, I 
must say the author is a past master at conversation, especially 
when creating scatter-brain women a nd demented, men and I guess 
it is this conversation that keeps the thing going although there 
may be other elements, one of them not being the tale • 

'.iosalind Aswell telephoned me today to f ask about the 
situation of the fhin.ese magnolias, I didn t tell her that one of 
the larger trees near the bindery, is in full flower, for 
I have a heavy enough schedule just ahead without adding more 
to it. Perhaps there will be a cold spell •and she can get some 
of the March blossoms on to a canvas after the February folks 
have faded 

She said she had just mailed the first third of Jimmy's 
new novel, The White Sheep, to the publishers and is glad that 
is out of the way, 

I was a little taken aback when she asked me if I didn It thii 
the latest nemingway publicity stunt was outrageous, Dumb me, I 
confessed to her I hadn't recognised it as such. She said he hadn 
had any in a long time, I recall the Life copy that carried "The 
Old M a n and the Sea" but 3he expressed her regret that F, Scott Fii 
gerald had to die and emmgway survive. Come to think of it, I 
believe she was a friend of the itzgeralds which may account for r 

How I am going to attack some mail and then fold up early. 

May von be able to grab off a d^b of rest occasionally these days, 


ujU. 

Thur s da y, January 27th, 1954, 


. Memorandum : 

It was pleasant to have such dazzling sunshine today, even 
though a breeze kept the thermometer down to the mid 60's. 

It almost seemed as though one could see the j^resskias jump 
in response to the sun. I guess the soil I used for them was 
amply, if not over amply, rich, for the leaves are about a 
foot long which seems wonderfully impressive as one recalls the si. 
of the bulbs. The bulge I remarked about the other day turns out 
10 have been ai other leaf or two.. If the flowers when they 
do put forth, ought to be impressive if in size they simulate 
their leaf growth in length. 

On the social side of things, there seems to be a mild flurry 
brewm . I don t know preciasely how the thing shaped up, but 

I assume that the General when writing to me, _ I refer to 

the letter forward d a day or so ago, must have written the 
college at the same time. Be that as it may, the President 
of the college and wife issued invitations for a dinner for 
tomorrow night, preceeding the graudation exercises, Those 
who were bidden to break bread at the Presidential board were 
the General and wife, J. H, and wife and yours truly. ut 
it seems that the second named lady felt she knew me well enough ti 
decline on my behalf, which seems to have put the initial 
plans into something of a tizzy aid, nowing the General as i do 
1 have no doubt that he will tend to be adamant about his 
initial invitation • ut 1 count myself lucky as having been 
been provided gratituously, with a splendid alibi, and so 
we shall.see how the pot simmers along about tomorrow at dinner tin 
I think 1 shall trump up my cold a bit as a n added reason for 
declining, but I am laughing in my beard that the General and 
his sister-in-law should have been so at cross purposes about 
the business. 

And i?j speaking of t*ie colege, I heard at supper tonight 
that twelve negro youths presented th mse'lves at the college this 
afternoon to register for the next semestre. Foreseeing some oppoi 
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nn the Dart of the Registrar, three lawyers accompanied the youths 
2atla%ele°/ nert 1 'don’t J»'»o. tut 1 shall probacy Hear on the 
morrow. Jit least it ought to provide table talk jor whatever 
rue^ts attend the college dinner tomorrow night. Perhaps 
It is iust as well 1 should not be among those present, jor 
surely tie ladies would faint if 1 should have she bad manners to 
set forth an opinion . 

At the moment, my mind turns back to a few years ayo when Uts 
Julie frudhomme, aunt of little Lesion, nearly collapsed when a 
chreatrical group out of Hew York almost presented a 
ShakesDearean comedy at the college m spite of the fact that 
two members of the cast, assigned Ethopian roles who were > coiore 
had the temerity to dream of doing such a thing ® 

man’s college". If little isss Hulie has heard about today s 
Zoeara Ice If the twelve would be students at the ^istrar’s 
window site simply must be having fits along about now. 

At long last, 1 have finished The Idiot. /4s a story it isn t 

much n nd all the characters are so whacky that the reader a aympa 
isn t likely to be great so far as what happens to any oj tie # 

Put some of the characterization is wonderful and much of tie 
coffeZuonentrancing, i find myself »o,£rU,g iff would fl nd 
the latter egud ly true if I were reading it m print rather 


for he handles it superbly. 
reader s artistry when coupled with 
text accomplishes much that might not otherwise 
by he casual reader. I feel this particularly 


thdi in a Scourby rendition 
is possible that the 
aut tor ’s 
achieved 


It 

the 

be 

true in 



the scatter-brained women whom vostievski 
in setting forth with vast exactitude and 


and Scourby unite 
hilarity. 


ay recall 
was 


Tonight, if you chanced to hear E. Roscoe, you m 
remarked that there was so much news to report, tnere 
no time for comment. He apparently didn t shape up his 
presentition of the news with a view to producing tie ejject 
which might have been striking, had he followed the Presi ent 
remark at his Press conference that the Administration is 
conservative in money matters, liberal in human and jolow same 
the announcement that his Secretary of Health appointed as 
her le ;al adviser a lawyer brought in from the American Medical 

Assoc inti on . 


he 


wit 


Thursday, January 88th, 1954. 


Memorand m: 

Another lovely day, —all sunshine but not too warm. 

I hope Manhattan is getting some of this promise of Spring, too. 

The General and wife arrived this afternoon. he had 
finished dinner md l was at Yucca where he came for a little 
chat ana to present me with some white shirts and a couple 
of fine looking suits which he had purchased for himself but 
found a little tight, as he explained What with my own 
armoir wedged out with business suivs'and what with the 
few times in a year I put on a white shirt, something tells me 
that these gifts will find someone to wear them even though 
the identity of that person is still somewhat nebular so far as 
my own ideas on the subject are concerned. 

The General told mehe had given one version of his tonight’s 
speech to the press but that he intended re-writing it during 
the afternoon as he intended something rather different for 
delivery, His wife spent the afternoon across the fence, 
coming by Yucca only long enough to ask if she might come to 
spend Friday morning with me. 


I shall try toch^nnel her into 
fence qt 9 and as dinner will le at 
should last too long. I feel perfec 
her ’reath until it’s time for them 
Rouge, praying the Lord that Un body 
her on Melrose as she has declared i 
ashamed to let any one know that she 
such a tumbled down old place. She 
afternoon by being across the fence 
equally lucky and for the same reaso 


the coffeee cups across the 
11:50, our app%intment 
fly sure she is holding 
to head back for baton 
may pass this way and discover 
n the past that she is 
is in any way connected with 
escaped pilgrims this 
and let us hope she is 
n tomorrow morning.. 


have heard 

l 


m 


uch talk 0?1 the radio during the past 84 
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hours bout the 7 youths of color who presented themselves 
at the college yesterday, seeking to register for 
the nexx senesvre. -it- seens that registration date 
is February 2nd. They were accompanied by two .Jew Orleans 
lawyers, 1 believe of color, and Ur. Johnson, the colored 
doctor of Natchitoches, a member of the Society for the 
Advancement 
is called. 


of colored People or whatever that organisation 


do 


Dr. Coombs telephoned me this evening and told me in 
confidence that today there had been a meeting of the 
Policy Jury of the Parish which has something or other to 
n bout education and that they had asked several members oj 
the college faculty if any of them had had experience m teaching 
in schools at leaded by both races. Dr. Coombs tola them he had 
as a student attended college in Illinois and th^t there had 
been colored students in his classes. Later, he told them, ie 
had taught in Philadelphia in which co.Jlege both races had 
been numbered about the students, de was asked if he jound them 
enual to the wh.te in their ability to assimilate the 
programs offered and he told them that jrequently they were 
very brilliant students. It will be interesting to see what 
happens on February 2nd. Appanratly the people having to do 
with the mechanics of education haven t in mind to mke 
wj issue out of the business but you may be sure a batch oj nit¬ 
wits will try to muddy the waters as much as possible. 

In her letter, Mrs. Stirling speaks 0 f an old home 
in Feliciana about to go on the market. Somebody or 
other from texas a while.back spoke of wanting to buy such 
a place i ,j that locality. I must eventually turn through 
my fiotes and advise both parties How nice it would be if 
the person loving old homes could, find one and at the same 
the old place find a considerate new master. 


time 


With all the talk we are hearing these days about the propo 
bricker Amendment, I am reminded that a while b a ck 1 heard one o, 
CBS Washington commentators say that Washington news men each ye 
list numberically from one to ninety six in descending gradation 
the Senators most valued and Ohio's Senator tracker has long 
held the dubious disxmction of being no. 96.......• 



Friday, January 29th, 1964. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your letter of the 22nd - 26th in today's 

post. 

. 

It is so kind of you to set me straight about the little 
cloud that appeared on the horizon. Of course I understand 
it came into begng and I apologize with all my heart for 
the contribution I made to it. 1 was vastly relieved, however, 
when the factors had been made clear. Knowing me as you do, 
however, I scarcely need remark that I would never have 
interpreted the phrase in ally way that could be a detriment to 
you. I guess 1 haven't sense enough to wear a chip on my shoulder 
and probably 1 p a ss by shafts that n^ind people may fire in my 
direction but since I lack the sense to take them as intended 
for me, they never seem to harm me. But as for little Miss Lee, 
she simply couldn't fire any, knowing full well in my heart that 
there would be no intention to begin with and therefore if 
such a phrase as mentioned might be blown up into something 
titanic by this or that person it would remain just the moth hole 
so far as I would be concerned'since so far as I am concerned, 
the Lady from Lyme could do no wrong. Surely we have nailed that one 
donw thoroughly I am always glad if failure in this o that 
matter is brought to my attention so the matter can be thrashed out 
and although I need not do so, I am sure, still I do declare 
that if there is ever anything that puzzles me, I shall 
feel we both would take it as a matter of course that the 
questions should be asked and answered in order that perfect under¬ 
standing utterly free of all doubt, may ever be our assurance. 

And may I thank you for telling' me about the need for a 
new ribbon. I got the impression this one was getting about 
played out. I must 3ay I have thumped it prjstty hard during 
the past month or two. I shall see if I can track down 
di expert mechanic sometime real soon. I want to try the 
other pne you were so thoughtful as to send last time. ,1 am 
sure it was due only to the inexpert handling of the other 
that made it play out really before it got going nicely. 











i 
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Sunday, January 31st, 1954 , 


. And may I congratulate yo v „„ your ability to comat old ten 
Johnson and his Volpone by keeping the rendezvous with him in the 
culinary department. I laughed to myself as i envisioned what 
other ingredients went into the business • but with circumstances 
unfavorable, as I assume, in another setting, how nice it was 
to have discovered the one that could make it ejjective. 

I have had less luck in my efforts at accepting a n in- 
vitation to learning * ‘Twice in the past month I have been able 
to present myself to the radio at the proper hour, having been 
assured by letter from the Shreveport station that the program 
goes on the air at 12: 05. but both times 1 have played the station 
for minutes before, during and minutes after and everytime there 
as been some dull old Bible slapper. I can't think why the radio 
station wouldn't know its own programs but so it appears to be, and 
therefore I am doubly glad to know that eventually 1 shall be 
ribel to catch up with these broadcasts through Talking n ooks. 

s post came several letters, a card from Hiss Myra, 

I believe one of the letters is from Mrs. 0. Lively, 
other ,than nurellia and that ought to be something. 
me there was. one from the He glous, too, elaborating, 
the earlier statement about somebody of the press 
care so much for me. But this mail 
clipping you enclosed, must wait until the-morrow, 
interruptions coming all at the wron time. 

I had a long and very pleasant sitting with the u-eneral 
who, on departing, asked if his wife might be accorded one, too. 
She might And it was dull dull as all Harper bazaar enthusiasts 
are bound’to be. There were pilgrims, too, pleasant enough but 
untimely, as I was up to my hips in gardening, for the weather was 
warm and I wanted to dig and delve * I could have batted the 
Baton Rouge interruptions to begin with for they knocked my 
mail in the head and I could have kicked the pilgrims jor 
tomorrow I have six appointments, meaning I shall have to put 
off the gardening business until Monday. The Knights oj 
Columbus, __officers from up and down the State, have asked ij 
they and their wives might be received on Sunday afternoon. 

They might 1 shall be thinking of the culinary department when 
the hour arrives for an invitation to learning. So spins out the 
week and mine is the happier thanks to the 22nd-2oth assurance 
that the little cloud has given way before unhampered shafts of 
sunshine.. . 


In today 
and so on. 
who is none 
It seems to 
perhaps, qn 
who doesn t 


., plus the 
•morrow, what with 


Memorandum : 

April showers came yesterday all day but didn't discourage 
pil rims. Today was cloudless and beaut iful, —one of those 
moments between the rainy season and the time when vegetation 
manifests its first impulse to be up and doing, —that precious 
moment when geared to the day rather than the season when, just 
after awakening in the morning, we remain momentarily in suspended 
animation, recalling what day of the week it is, remembering that 
we have a billion things we want to do, and hesitating for just a 
second before girding up our loins. A few such days come every 
ye^.r along i bout now, I suppose, and today was one of them. 

In the afternoon 1 had perhaps '60 or 40, mostly the wives 
of Knigh s of Uolumbs State officers, holding a conclave in 
Natchitoches. It was all very pleasant, had not a couple of 
gentlemen, friends of Celeste, barged in just before the group was 
expected, and so. addled thing a little. One of the gentlemen is from 
M-iiisura or Marksville and is deterimned to write an article qbout 
Melrose on wh-ch he is working very hard and with a measure of succes 
although 1 know perfectly well nothing will ever be printed. ut he 
is having fun doing it and is fiddl mg around with color cameras and 
such like, all of which I approve. But I do be-grudge entire 
afternoons being monopolized when I have other things on the docket. 


In 


I was so glad 
view of all the 


to read the clipping about the Versatile film, 
preparations that went into the shoot ng of the 
think, let us hope the settings photographed wonderfully. It seems 
to me some enterprising genius might turn out a travelogue of 
the place without employing actors and a story but probably 
the public would insist on having a humin story running through the 
thing. How wonderful would be just the story of the place itselfwithi 
a y other tale than that of its own inception growth and maturing. 

% 

Under separate cover, a couple of Natchez folders will go 
forward. I have duplicates which I shdL 1 probably not get around 
to explore t t ff{i$ one seems to be a pilgrimage thing, the other 
mostly devoted to Connelly's Tavern, 1 gather. Miss Myra sent the ont 
Mrs. Moore the other. 


/ 






/ 



I 
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£ hope £ can find the letter from. "Mr, and Mrs. Ivy Lively" 

"Mrs. Livlilf} you will recall, being none other than Aurellia. 

I expect it may serve as a pretty good example of what the 
hill billy husband can do as a correspondent although in spots, 
it strikes me, it is a little confusing and in others on the hilario 
side wherein appears a suggestion of the gr^dat ions in the social 

ladder. 

\ 

It is curious how I look forward with such scant enthusiasm 
over the advent of February on the morrow . I suppose this stems fro 
the fact that £ have mis-givings as to how I am going to 
apportion my time during the month when the Farley O'Briens will 
bein the B Hatchitoches . It seems to me perfectly natural 
that they will plan to spend much of their, time at this bend of 
the river and the local set-up at the moment is not co.iducive to 
such a n interminable visitation. What with the gardening that must 
be attended to, plus the number of people scheduled to pass 
this way for magnolia seeing, not to mention the ordinary run of 
the mill stuff, and I feel tired at merely glancing toward a 
calendar. But other Februarys have cone and gone and so will this o 
and I shall probably beastonished at the speed with which it passes. 

On Jaturday, J. H. Henry and J. H. Williams headed out for 
the 6otton Council, meeting in Atlanta. They will go on into South 
Carolina to look over the cotton situation there a day or two 
later. They usually fly from Hew Orleans to Atlanta but because 
there are so many pre-Lentent balls being given in the Crescent City 
at the present time, —and 1 guess Hard i liras is still a month 
off, all planes in and out of the city are booked to capacity while 
air lines serving the Florida area are complaining that they are 
vastly in want of passengers. Obviously the impulse to frolic pays 
dividends to those serving the fro'lickers. And so tne Cotton Counci, 
people traveled to Shreveport to catch a plane traveling aast rather 
than South and so The days wheel along. 

My thoughts traveled in the direction of ^yme early this 
morning when £ stopped by the Chapel for a few moments. 

hanks to yesterday's Spring rain, perhaps a hundred pure white came 
flowers had opened during the night, it stands pernaps ten feet 
beyond the stained glass of the chapel and seen through the red and 
blue glass looked lovely Instinctively 1 Thought how much little 
Miss Lee would have loved them, too .t. 
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Monday, February 1st, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

Another day of full Spring and what with the Queeen Anne's lace, 
the clover and poppies a-jumpin', it all seems like that line 
from the Hew Lng'land poet : 

"Fvery clod feel a stir of might, 

An instinct within it 
‘■h^.t struggles and towers 
And climbs to a soul 
In grass and in flowers." 

I thought I knew that one but as £ started to jot it down, t real 
£ prob a bly don’t. 

But anyway, that's the general situation, regardless. 

• 

in today's post came a note from la Cowperthwaite, inclosing 
■ a pencil rendition of my ink concept and saying that a finished 
creation would be forth-coming a little later. £ am writing 
to her forthwith, approving of the generul lay-out and suj gesting 
that instead o forwarding the f mi shed, final Thing to me, she 
send it directly to 908. You will forgive me for having done this 
without taking up the matter with you first but somehow £ had a feelii 
you wouldn't mind if £ settled this business forthwith and therebye 
clip off a few days from the time That will of necessity be consumed 
in bringing this item out. As a matter of fact, it only struck 
me today that by dint of concentration and luck, the finished 
plate might almost be ready for Faster which must come some time 
in April, and it would be helpful if we were able to beat the drum a 
little along about that time. ut if it should not come through 
until after .then, it will be in perfect time for pre-graduation 
business ^ n May and that should be an opportune moment, too. 

Only you can imagine how entranced I was when a note from 
Little Hock today indicated that Hr. and Mrs. Hughes might put off 
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their planned February jaunt to Louisiana until august. Chat, 
at least, eliminates one February problem, and while they would 
not have gummed up the works much, still there will be enougi 
othercxc ■tement and what with other things cooking, 1 contemplted 
the prolonged visitation of last autumn and didn t jeel much 
like undertaking another when there was so much other stufj 
on the stove• 


August, of course, will turn out to have been no better, 
momentarily at least, it is farther away. 


Yesterday 1 spoke to Pat about having the window frames in the 
dormer windows of the big house looked after and this noon when 
£ discovered busy painting them, I got him off on a side track Jor 
t few minutes to paint the double doors between the lucca living 
room and boudoir which needed freshening up a bit . And two results 
of the touching up of a few things around here is, one, the wood work 
looks quite pristine and, second, Ijhe house smells to high heaven oj 
paint fumes.' nut the latter £ don t mind and besides, it is so 
pleasantly warm that the doors and windows may be left open tonight 
and by tomorrow everything will be dry and. less smelly• 


Next door ev rythmg seemed so rosey today. Perhaps this was dut 
in part that an excuse had been drummed up without much effort to 
get into the big road. •<he white bull dog ought to have his 

ears clipped sometime and today seemed to he just the checker for 
such an undertaking. An appointment was easily arranged by long 
distance and the dog carried off for the sharing, And the b st 
part of it is, somebody will have to go an get him again in two or 
three days and that ought to make for happiness all around, too, 
did one can but wonder at all the fiddling while Pome si 2 zles the whi. 


1 am behind on my correspondence, trying to avoid really going 
ahead until £ c-jii get this ribbon changed. Even so ttiere were 

27 letters out-go ing today and poor Lora will begin thinking i have 

jumped him, it has been so long since I have dropped him a line. 

It seems odd how long tlie silecne persists jrom Hollywood, 
but those ladies are probably just getting over the holidays. 

Eut now for a round with the Fables and so to a dab of radioing and 

thence to another dawn.. . 
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‘fuesday, February 2nd, 1954. 


Memorandum : 


Last night's radio spoke of the cold weather in Manhattan 
when the President of -turkey made his tour up Broadway. £ take 
it our Bpring hasn't advanced as far as the Hudson as yet. 

Today was like yesterday, —cloudless and ratner 70-ish f and 
altogether invorating. 


£ got bogged down in stupid pilgrims by y o'clock this 
morning but during the afternoon 1 escaped them for a while by 
taking myself to the top of the remarkable old persimmon to 
get some cuttings which Pat promised me would be sent to the 
ice house in Natchitoches tonight, along with s^me pecane cuttings. 


This will enable endless grafting six or eight weeks hence when 
th.e nrenbourg and Melrose persimmons start expanding their buds. 


■ he garden behind the weaving house i 0() ked so pretty 
from the tree tops for the narcissus are in full flower now, and 
you may remember how the place looks from the photo graph or 
snap shot taken there last year by Rudolph or Carolyn or so me body. 
The ground from the upper branches looked like a magnificient 
carpet of green and white and £ reckon i would have remained 
there for hours had not James and Rosalind started calling to 
me 'rom some place over near the bindery. 


They sat for a little while but didn't have much news. 

They did mention receiving a Christmas card from ex-Covernor and 
Mrs. Sam Jones the cancellation date being January 25th, which 
seems a little’late. They said the card contained a reproduction 
of the two portraits some artist had made of the Governor and his 
wife ip 1941 which reminded me of the snap shots of me on 
la Pompadour 1 s doorstep. 


£ had h,eard on the radio the oames aioosevelt had withdrawn 
his name from the Lemocvatic primaries in California because 
of marital difficulties* _ which, thank heaven, is all the 




_ . . _ 
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Wednesday, February 3 rd, 1954, 


rndio said, but the Aswells had much dirt to pass along 
a bout eh more intimate details :this must be a real holiday 

,or the .dews a ;td Mirror Isn't it remarkable that some of 
the two-bit radio stations don't have news broadcasts that 
use the tabloids as patterns but the Mexican stations which 
a re always drowning out mv programs in this area never do seem 
to have "any talk except ill the selling of patent medecmes and 
crack-pot Bible interpretations. 

■i'he Fames Roosevelt seems incredible and naturally m y 
thoughts turned to his mother for whom I had always felt sorry 
because of the Elliott performances. It seems as though 
that sorrow would have been sufficient without having all tiis 
business being aired in the head lines. _ y ^ ' -• ' rll cl 

'rand it impossible to understand how aames could have 
written the letter he is said to have penned, detailing 
names and places in connect ion w-,t h his satifying of the bi ologica. 
urges. Barely his wife must have been a bag to have aired such 
a thing as she■seems to be doing. 

A letter from Mary Mr ingle in today's post said than she and 
Blythe would be coming up to Melrose today. I didn t see them 
so I assume they will honor me on the sorrow or later in 
the week 1 look forward to their advem with something 
less than enthusiasm. 

I haven't heard anything more from the O'Briens and 1 suppose 
they may be driving from Hollywood to Marshall Che weatner 
is so fme, I fear it will not last very long but whenever 
they arrive, the length of their envisioned visitation will be 
such that they will be able to out-ride any u „pleas nt atmospheric 
conditions, n reckon. 

I got around to sample \he fruit cake sent by Moisey in the uq 
as a holiday greeting. 1 found it so good, 1 couldn t resist 
the wish to share it with little Miss Lee. A small package 
will accordingly go forward at the same time this letter is 
posted. Except for ^ few leaves from the Madagascar b a y which 
I thought might be in order the package contains nothing 
save the cake, I wish I had broken it into ,two pieces so 
ypu might keep one in your f'esk, but I didn t think of that until 
after it was wrapped up. 

*.nd now for the mail and early to bed, --less Mostievski, 
more sleep .. 


that until 


Memorandum : 

• _ - - • • 1 

The marvelous weather coniines f cloudless but 
in spite of the sun, the thermometer remain mg in the Yu's, 
which makes out of door activities wonderfully pleasant. 

J. M. returned from Atlanta but said he hadn't much 
to report He said the trip both ways was tiresome and 
that as at all Councils, there was nothing much but 
talk. He always gets a kick out of the doings of 
J. H. Williams undoubtedly one of the largest and wealthiest 
planters in thS Parish who always insists on wearing a blue 
or a gray shirt and never a necktime, although he 
usually has one in fris bag although no one has ever 
determined just why. It is he would hasthe peculiarity 
n bout never tipping and as he always insists on acting 
as disbursing agent for whatever group he travels with, his 
trail must be strewn with curses from bell h.nP s * * ax * drivers 
waiters and all such whose income derives from such 
gratituties. 

The Pringle - Rnad contingent did not show up spite of 
the fine weather but at 11:50, four ladies sent by Blythe 
arrived for a tour. I could have batted them But I 
must say they were kindly people but as a tour takes an hour or 
an hour and a half, one wonders when such people imagine 
plantation people eat. The answer to that, of course, is that 
such people never begin to think which answers the 
question before it is asked. 

At 9 this morning came some ladies from what I take 
to be the more remote reaches of Kansas. Only at 
Melrose would they be referred to as "ladies" since they 
were women of the plainer planes t but in spite of that 
true blue and I liked them. They had never been South 
or Kansas before, —they were 60-ish f and marveled at 
everything they 3aw in Loui siana a J, d especially the foliage 
for they live in some place where there is scant rain and 
hence no trees and not many bushes. One of them had once 
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nursed along a Chinese magnolias for a daozen years, but 

finally the'drought got it when her back was b ^ rned f 

tje thcr 0 f them had ever seen camellias on a bush and they 

entrance i. X „.»«<•« 

thP nr m coat of the one and a white one on tie yeaio 
coat of the other and off they went as gay as larks, J\ opi *9 
to hit Alexandria by noon i n order to dine of sea J • - 

Orleans would ** die laughing at J° f l ° 

for sea food, of course, but Alexandria is practically i 
xhe middle of the *ulf for these llong time residents oj 

the middle west, 

I transplanted a couple of wheel barrows of German 
iris early thing morning, moving it to where 1 can 
pass it every time 1 go out the gate of the avant-co- , 
for I love them much more than the native iris ana 1 
want them where £ can see them by a mere glance m their 
general direction, 

I got around to transplate half a dozen crepemyrtlesoj 
modest size, perhaps the stems were as thjck as * dollar d 
silve and not much higher than one s mead and, athough 
1 c,nt thin*, how, I also got around to ttansplate two or 
three whill barrows of ojiaS t 

I pm under the impression I may get assistance on the 
morrow and I want the decks cleared so rhbbon cane can 
bet dug and planted without my constantxxp supervision, 
since £ expect Dr,.Knipmeyer will pass this way in tie 
morning and the Pringle-Hand group ,n the a j te rnoon, ver 
information passed along by the bigs of tne 11.60 brackets 

today, 

1’he white Chinese magnolias unfolded the first 
blossom today and it is heavenly. About halj of t ie 
other trees are in flower, some be mg so much aneaa J 
others this yar, which seems odd. About 9.50 tonight 
I skipped over to the big house to fetch back come chocolate 
milk Tnere is no moon but the stars were splen^i' , ^ 
what-was most impressive t n the night was the combi^ on 
ofperfumes that seemed all blended together .-the magnolias, 
tie sweet olive and the narcissus. Che comb mu i .on oj 
tnese perfumes are sweet or is sweet but oj a P d 

s£"tf ss tii.n butterfly lilies. Still it ms 
and especially by the side gate under the old pecane which 
I have loved so much for other times 0 ne June . 
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£ursday, February 4th, 1954. 


Memorandum: 

another lovely day and one can but wonder how long 
before the cold, will be making the rounds again, 
although such an eventuality is difficult to envision, 
what with all the delicacy of the Chinese magnolias now 
approaching their lovliest. 

£ believe 1 accomplished more in gardening and in 
distribution of cotton hulls today than I did yesterday, but 
that was because I got started a little earlier, 1 believe. 

People began coming early, —before 9 but 1 
don't seem to recall their identity. And there were others 
at 10:50. E'lythe and Mary Pringle with a couple other 
ladies were here at 12:50 and some Eos Ange'lesc people 
hard on their heels. £ got a breather before some ladies 
from Dallas and Se.>ator Frederick£ ' daughter blew in and 
before they had left, John *ray with wife and sister-m- 
law from Baton Rouge appeared. In between times gradening 
moved along easily and by first dark £ had run a couple 
of oceans over the stuff £ had transplanted, ribbon grass, 
canas and so 0 

Somewhere along the line I galloped through a dab 
of mail but not much. £ don't even know if £ can set hand 
to it,, but think £ can, and £shall enclose i * £ 
track it down. I have no idea what Mary Pringle w did with 
the thank you note from Irma Somperyac 's daughter-in- 
law, acknow'led ing receit of the wedding af gift of 
some time last autumn . 

£ think there is nothing of interest in Robin a s 
letter but it is always pleasant to keep abreast with 
her activities. The letter from Helen speaks for itself. 
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I shall try to give her moral support in her present 
problem which ill, of course, be hers so long as 
her mother lives. t's a depressing condition and 
one requiring endless patience, of course, but 
I can think of no easy way out * 

1 was not entranced by the suggestion that 
we strike a tentative date for a week end at Melrose. 
It's curious nobody in that group seems to be able to 
comprehend that week ends are always a shambles so 
far as 1 am concerned. •! reckon week-ends are the only 
time Helen can get away I should like to give her 
this base to operate from but it is simply impossible at 
the momen.t and so I shall suggest some nebular date 
later in the Spring. 

I was quite surprised to see Joe Henry at breakfast 
this morning. He had come over from Texas last night. 

He thinks he will retire immediately from the 
~ulf States Utilities and come to live in /latch itoches. 
How that is going to suit others, 1 know not, but it 
pleases me „ 0 end for 1 think he has more concern over 
the welfare of Melrose than any of the others # 


on 


1 learned something about the people of color 
who offered themselves for registration at the college 
Tuesday, They were denied cv plications because 
some State law says the institution was created for 
white students. The uesday epsiode was primarily a gesture 
it seems anyway, for the Hew Orleans lawyer merely wanted 
to establish the denial of registration so that 
might be instituted, naming the local officers 
school, the board of Education and so on 
Henry a moment this after ooon. She is taking work 
the college. She told* me the star qf the football 
told her how sorry he was they oidn t let those niggers 
registers , it would have given him so much satisjaction 
to beat Hell out of any that got enrolled, brawn over 
brains seems so natural one oj these examples oj 

bod 


a law suit 
of the 
saw Frances 
at 
team 


"healthy mind in healthy 


'v 


things , 


*nd so things turn and may some of this Spring 
be seeping through to 1lnll , and a week end of your 
own delight be just ahead . 


6541 



Friday, February 5th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your letter of Monday, the 1st, in 
today's post. On reading the date, it mure 1 to \e ’'h 
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eventually and there will be those who till take to the great 
out of doors and others who will take to the sanctum sanctorum 
and then we shall be able to have a good go at things. 

I cannot tell you how delighted I was to learn of the 
happy coincidence in stumbling over Pushkin, as you did, by 
rare luck, the other day. It is so kind of you to give me 
an account of some of the points which you knew a should like 
to share with 1Joll I am indebted for those about his schooling 
and to know that it took place in such a delightful spot. When 
on the morrow circumstances enable me to read the transcript 
which you so thoughtfully made for me, 1 know 1 am going to 
relish that, too. And how whole neartedly 1 subscribe to your 
suggestion that we put the Troyat number on the next Uongressi 
list. Isn't it fun sharing all these busine sse stngetlier. 

Today the sky has been just as blue and the air just as 
balmy as it has all week 1 was reading your letter on the 
gallery and just as I finished it, my secretary glance in the 
direction of the big pot and remarked that two ladies were 
approaching. I didn't move from the bench. In a moment and b 
they reached the gate to the avant-cour, one of them screamed 
name. 
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My instant response was an emphatic "No", My name was callt 
half a dozen times more as the ladies appraoched and each time 
came hack the resounding "No", &ut they cam on, and they proved 
to be none other than your friend, Hadan Beaufort and her sister, 
Mrs. Huth Pierson. Their advent killed the balance of my mail, 

£>ut in spite of such carryings on and pigrims this morning 
from Valias and from Austin this afternoon, I got quite a lot 
of gardening done, I suppose a instinctively make extra effort 
to do 2 lot of the "must" things because the weather is 
fine and because £ know perfectly well than when the O'Brien coni 
arrived, I am going to be "up a tree", as it were. Of course, 

I have neard nothing from that quarter and it does seem like quii 
a long time, could it have been the 16th of December, since last 
came news from la Storm # But I recko n the nest Coast people 
must be awfully usy and probably in that land of sunshine, Time 
n way of gliding past one before one realizes it, 

Joe Henry is still here, Having arisen promptly at noon to 
dine with us, He is casting bout for a job and plans to move 
his family here to the Parish almost any time, 1 think Pat 
a nd J, H. feel the impact a little but Joe doesn't. 

Along about first dark tonight while the sky was still a 
light blue but the sun was down, I saw something perfectly 
lovely and naturally my thoughts turned instinctively in your 
d irecti on, realizing, as £ did, how. much you would have loved it, 
too. I chanced to glance upward and toward the West where 
through a great mass of lovely snowy magnolia blossoms the svelt 
new crescent moon seemed tangled among the branches,so heavily 
laden with such a mass of heavenly alabaster globes white, 
t he liquid yellow of the side and the overspreading veil of blue 
it was marvelous. . , 

I'm so glad you got to hear friend JBryson doing Keats. 

I c in well imagine how delectable that much have been and 
how doubly delicious was the food contrived under such an 
inspiration. May y ur good luck continue to hold in that de.jartm 

1 find n yself bubbling over with energy tonight in spite of 
a busy day. I suppose tomorrow will be busy, too, and probably 
my head will start nodding after 1 have done a few letters and 
started re-reading a little from "Mont Hi. Michel and hartres", I 
£ am enjoying the second go-round more than the J'irst, even though 
£ can't keep awayke for long,.,. 


v. - 


Sunday, February 7th, 1954. 



Memorandum : 


First off, and while £ think of it, let me mention 
the tentative dates for Celeste s hejir to religious shrines next 
summer. She is cheduled to sail from New ork on vuly20th 
and get back on September 2nd . 

yis she goes with a party, she will probably see nobody along 
the way but I think it always nice to glance over the calendar for 
the entire twelth month in January anyway, and so I pass 
along the above information , It would appear that the September 
2nd thing will be the Labord, Bay week end and that might 
^ccount for everybody being out of Manhattan, That s one good 
feature about it anyway, and perhaps things will be equd ly quiet 
immediately prior to vuly 20th, but that wont make much dijjerence 
rjiyway, since the party making the trip ogether will all be 
entangled with each other. 

• 

Carolyn telephoned me Saturday noon from Marshal 1, saying 
the Farley O'Briens had just arrived and asking when they might 
he a d this w~y, —she and they. She suggested .Wednesday but I 
told her Monday would be better, --Monday afternoon. I pointed 
out that the magnolias a re at their pinnacle of color and that 
she might as well make the most of it. She said she could come 
Sunday, but £ vetoed that idea. And so it looks as 

though Monday evening would be The time and perhaps 1 shall road run 
up and down between here and Bermuda on Tuesday, depending on the 
weather and then push them all back somewhere or other on Wednesday. 
£ sugges ted they might want to go back to Marshall with her 
for a few days and she said she thought they might. All 1 hope 
is that £ may not get bogged down too deep with them, espec lally 
in view of the jb absence ofdomestic quiet in these parts 
whilq the Joe Henrys are chasing in and out and a permanent cook 
h a sn t been rounded up as yet . 
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I enclose the letter you mere so thoughtful as to share 
with me. I found it excellent as a mirror of the 
one who penned it, --the blue King fisherer skimming over the 
waters of a comparatively placid lake of life, making a 
mile a minute and catching ii'er an insect. 

J Can't recall if I mentioned that Madam Beaufort 
has decided the only thing to set off her chimney piece 
in her library is a canvas by the brush of one C. Hunter. 

If I mentioned it, alright ; if J- didn't alright. Little Miss 
Hunter is certainly moving into the upper crust when her brush 
strokes reach the interior of t eaufort. But something 
tells me it will be a while before artist and la patronne 
see eye „ to eye in the business. I shall let them stew for a whi\ 
a d in the end, --and this is merely a thought, 1 may foist off 
the baptisin' scene which has long graced my bath room on to 
la Beaufort. She has never seen that composition and I think I 
might drive the lady nuts by showing it to her after she has 
pulled out most of her hair through efforts at a command paintiii 

Saturday and today had their tolls of pilgrims. 

One bag in pants, with husband and three offspring, announced 
she was a friend of Mrs. West , I repeated the name, West, 
tryin to recall any ucqud ntance by that name. The bag in pant\ 
kindly spelled the name, out for me, —W E C K S, — 
a lady living in. Shreveport, as the pant bag explained. They 
must be on intimate terms, ut if she can make a Weeks out of 
a Wcnk it is better than 1 can do, for 1 can't make anything pri 
out of same. 


ce 


I am sorry I was so sleepy the other night I didn t get 
the name of the cvmmentator who ppinted out that a monkey 
had climbed up on the rear fl~nk of the elephant and by , 
prodding the beast, was driving it in a direction it didn t 
have ai y previous intention of traveling, The commentator must 
be a courageous soul to thus set forth the Reverend McCarthy 
and his party. I reckon said commentator will be getting one 
of those "Greetings" cards from the investiaging committeee a'lmo 
y time now. 


Today 


the 

I 


sun shone bravely but never did the thermometer g 
above the 40's, so I suppose we shall have a heavy frost tonight 
Anyway, I put the freestnas back under cover, after three days i 
the sunshine. Ho flowers yet but the greenery is luxuriant. 

Do hope j , 0 u got a> break on the learning in the cooking business. 




Monday, February 8th, 19 54, 

* t. 


Memorandum: 

It's a half after midnight and because I am sleepy, this 
memo may be more incoherent than usual. 

One phenomenon to report is the sudden sweep of a cold blast 
that sent the thermometer down to B5 last night. Everything was 
"cooked" and the Chinese magnolias which were such a glory yesterday hai 
in .dull brown shreds on the trees. I couldn't help laughing this mornu 
when 1 first glimpsed them, realising as I did that in 8 or 10 hours 
Carolyn would be arriving, loaded with color film to record their 
gorgeous appearance. Brightly the sun shone all day and with each 
passing moment, the tangled mass of ruined globes turned darker and 
darker and grandual,ly fell from the trees. By 10 o'clock this 
morning there wasn t a sign or vestiag e of yesterday's beauty and 
Carolyn can make another round, if she pleases, in 19 5b. 

People came in the morning from Shreveport to observe 
the ma nolias and seemed incapable of comprehending what had 
happened since yesterday when some of their friends ga ve such a 
glowing .account of the place. 

In the afternoon, people came from aton Rouge expressly to 
admire and they, too, seemed equally puzzled. 

Ora came down for 9 o'clock coffee, bringing me my Christmas 
present from her and R. B., —a pair of felt slippers, and she, too, 
was amazed at the transformation from what she had heard of the place 
the day before. It was all very regrettable but at the same time 
somewhat hilarious, what with all the plans of so many people 
going thus awry. There was a post card, too, from Caroline Dormon, 
which held but a single sentence: 




"Please let me know when the Chinese magnolias are 
best. I simply.must come down to photo graph them." 

The response will be easy, - 19 55. 


at their 
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Veil, C. Ramsey and the O'Briens arrived on schedule at 6 o'clock 
this e ning, just at dusk dark . Carolyn, of course, was floored at the 
absence of flowers, and the more so, perhaps, because following last 
night's blast, the air was balmy and warm, ad the weather bureau 
predicts mild, clear days straight ahead. 

1 found xhe o'oriens much to my liking. They brought endless 
packages of food and wine, and e ven a little electric stove and, 
of all things in tnis day and con usion, a tin of coffee . And so we 
wandered about the gardens until dark and the box moon had taken 
over, after which we chatted about a million things and 
then had a picnic, including the coffee which Farley made. Be is 
sort of 40-ish and tall and Altogether pleasant. Hoe is his wife, 
a nd Farley suggests South Louisiana culture and his wife that oj 
California, on the best interpretation of the allotment. 


They appeared delighted with all they had to see and hear. 

I must confess 1 got a mild jolt when Farley and 1 went to the front 
gate to get a food item left there • He said in a casual sort of 
way, that the preparation of this book would give them endless 
pleasure and that it naturally would require much research, following 
the travels of old St. Denis into Mexico where he might have taken 
his servants with him a^d that it would be equally important to 
explore the Congo to see precisely what the nature of the country 
was like whence came the lady .called Marie Therese. It goes 
without saying that 1 began wondering if the biography would become not 
so much a book to write as an excuse for covering endless travel, 
b t whatever they do is alright so far. as I . am concerned. 1 gather 
they must have ample funds to carry out such projects and if 
Marie Therese serves in no other way That to offer an excuse 
J‘or such hejiras, she will not have lived in vain. My frank 
opinion is that if so much preparation is undertaken on such a far 
flung front, the book may well be leisurely .in reaching print, 
but that doesn't matter either if that is the way they want to do it. 


TuesdayFebruary l\ith, 1954. 


When 1 went with the three of them to their car, —they are 
staying in Matchitoches, of course, I noticed Joe Henry's car at 
the sdie gate. And so Joe is back again in Louisiana, following 
his return to Texas only Saturday last past. 

And this seems to be about all I know now, or at least al1 my 
sleepy head can remember at the moment. Tomorrow we shall do the Cane 
River country and on Wednesday, 1 hope, they all will go to Briarwood. 
And now, but abruptly, I fold...... 


Memorandum : 

' Again I take pen in hand at a half after mxxd midnight, 
and again I plead for charity if, in consequence of the lateness 
of the hour, this memo seems unusually incoherent. 

It is so nice to have your letter, along with a dozen others 
in today's post, tucked away in my armoir for tomorrow's delectation. 

omorrow the Ramsey-C 'Bri en contingent plan to spend the day 
at Briarwood and I, during the lull, hope to spend a part of 
mine with secretaries. 

The morning post also brought the plantation dinner bell and 
it looks very nice. I regret that the inscription wasn t engraved 
slap on the' bell but nevertheless the metal plaque which is bearing 
the inscription is very nice and is welded to the bell and so serves 
well enough. 

The Ramsey-0 1 hrien contingent arrived an hour late this 
morning but that suited me to a f, since it afforded me an opportunity 
to do many things which I had neglected during yesterday's activities. 

We broke bread in town and afterward did considerable 
investigation of the Joyous Coast, including a stop at 
Beaufort where Madam Cloutier served a mighty fine old fashion, follow 
a rather complete tour, 1 was very much interested in the latter, 
since 1 had an opportunity for once in ever so long to play 
the role of pilgrim and let somebody else do the chattering. My 
thought was that the Beaufort tour dlffere primarily from the Melrose 
one in that the Beaufort one concentrates oh pretty fabrics and 
costly furnishings as opposed to the Melrose one which is 
designed to strees the human interst angle • 1 vastly 
admired la Cloutiers precious bric-a-brac but was bored by 
her presentation of the material • 

Following the Beaufort interlude, —I wanted the guests to 


• • • 
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get a glimpse of Cane diver civilisation from the white manifestation 
we continued down Cane *'i >er on t he West Bank, pausing at the 
Church of St. Augustin to have a look at St. Isadore inside and 
the tombs on the graveyard section, after which we continued 
as far South as Magnolia and thence home abxj 7 o'clock. 

Madam O'Brien had a headache and so it was decided she 
would do well iox fold up early. I had one, too, and a cold, 
and applauded the decision on the lady's part to fold. 1 
was a little taken aback, however, when it was decided that 
Fcrley would take the wife to Jatchitoches, returning here for 
the balance of the evening. . And so how the thing finally turned wa 
to this point, —Farley took Irma to town and then returned for a 
sitting, and so here we are now at the inception of another leaf 
of the calendar. 

. . < 

In a vague sort of way, Farley is a bit on the Leslie Howard typ 
and I like him. He is the fifth child in a family in which four 
girls figured before he made his bow . In such an arrangement, any 
boy is off at a handicap, I suppose. Irma, tne wife, 
has that capable, honest $ all wool and a yard wide qual ity assoc iated 
with the Far West in many a personality from out yonder. 1 think she 
is serving in a way the same role as the four sisters did in Farley's 
childhood I assume that in the childhood period, with <11 the older 
children probably having made the decisions during the infancy of 
the last born, the wife now tends to assume the same function. 

My guess is that with everybody thinking things out in advance 
the right way, there isn't much left for Farley to decide n bout, and 
accordingly he found himself since his marriage a few years back, qui' 
conscious of the fact that not so very much mattered in any direction . 
And then la Mzorm read the narie Iherese business and was 
str ck by the inspiration it might afford Farley to quicken his 
creative interest He responded a nd hence the Louisiana journey, 
but in my candid opinion, the book will never be written but will 
undoubtedly afford ample excuse for trips to Mexic which Farley 
likes, having lived in remote sections of that country for months at 
a time, and.then there will he the African journey for local color, ei 
etc. Perhaps mMarie will have served for Borne thing in providing tl 
interlude. As for myself, I am glad to contribute what 1 can to thest 
people will ample f mane lal resources and an impulse on the part of 
the ladies to get the gentleman to undertake something and an inclmai 
on the part of the gentleman to let them push in any direction just 
so lonj as the whole thing can be preparation and no performance is 
ever required. Forgive this endless account of the situation which mi 
n bore, but 1 believe you may like to know how the shadow of coming 
events seems to cast itself as see from where a sit. And now I fold... 


Wednesday, February 10th, 1V34. 

■ 


Memorandum: 

How nice to have your letter with enclosed clippings, as of 
the 3rd and 4th, to be withdrawn from my armoir late this evening 
for my delectation. 

I am so glad I forced, --I almost said, Forged an opportunity 
to read it, but I am saving the clipping about Madam Postell until 
the morrow, what with three sets of people standing in line on my 
gallery. 

But I am grateful that I could get to your letter and be thus 
able to respond at 8:30 tonight instead of 18:30, as during the 
Past couple of go-rounds. 

» 

The Ramsey-Q ' Bri en contingent had a beautiful dey for their outin 
at Bnarwood, for the sky was cloudless and the thermometer in the 8O' 
I suppose I shall have details on trie morrow. 

Frankly I an enchanted to have th.is day of respite, for ity head 
cold is bothersome a n d seems to enervate me # I shal fold, up my 
beard early tonight aid so, what with some extra special cold pills, 
will probably feel fit as a fiddle again on the morrow. 

Every once in a while something incredible transpires over the co 
' cups and this morning presented a fine example. Celeste said that 
she had just telephoned Bertha and Hope Haupt, inviting them 
to come to Melrose at 4, and, had taken the liberty to say 1 
would receive them and give them'a large look at the beautiful 
magnolias, after which we dL 1 might have supper together. 

I still can't understand how it is t at with all the calk 
going on about Hunday night's bitter Folast and she herself passing 
the wardens half a dozen times since that she could invite 
the Haupts down expressly to view th& magnolias. 

j4ud so the Haupts came and at the same time came Dr. Hand and 
two of my secretaries, a gentleman and his wife from Baton Rouge, 
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Thursday, February 1'lth, 1954, 


and four different acquante s of Celeste from town, --ai 1 except 
the Haupts aid the secretaries without appointments, of course, 

Well, T made everybody wait while I dashed through a couple 
of letters and then 1 took up the Baupts, --of yes, and Mrs, 

Charles Wagner whom 1 had forgot to name, and I pushed and 
sneezed mightily all at the same time and finally got rid of 
everybody by tae time the supper bell on this side of the fence ran 
where I supped 


In spite of all such hubbub, it was so nice to close m y doors 


know that 


for a moment to commune a bit with little.Miss Lee and to know that 
all the little old clouds that peeped over the horizon last month 
have all blown away and that in it si if is sufficient balm to my 
heart to make the enervation of the cold and tomorrow's round 
with Hollywood and Marshall bearable, 

Madam. Bea fort has just telephoned me, as between this paragrap 
and the above. She says it has finally been decided to restore 
rather than tear down and re-build the old Cathedral in 
Natchitoches. I suppose the restoration will require about 
one hundred thousand dollars. And so I jot down a thought that 
flits through my brain, --I might contribute my mite by 
doing a plate, —Catholic Churches of Hatchi toches Parish, — 
with the profits going to the restor-’tiln fu"'. 

%. 

.If h . 0,1 J 1 * ere „ ; 15 ■ 

nomination within the confines of the Parish. That 
is quite a heavy assortment for the decorative design, but I 
might work it out by putting the Cathedral slap in the middle 
of the thing and putting the sate'lites like an architectural 
neckiti.ce around the edge, giving each bead of the necklace its name 
and date of founding. 

Thus each everend Father from his altar might beat the drum fo ; 
the sale of the things with the promise that each purchaser would 
thus be contributing to the restoration fund of the parent 
Church and at the same time have for himself in the plate a 
likeness of his own individual house of worship. But 
this thought, just born, may work out differently eventually, but 
it will perhaps represent a start in the right direction. But 
now I must take another pill and fold. It is so nice to have 
had your letter to read today...... 


Memorandum: 

The beautiful weather continues, and so does my cold, but 
the weather is colder and my cold is less so and accordingly 
everything seems gong in the right direction. 

There were a couple points I wanted to touch on yesterday 
which I shal touch on tod^.y. I am always glad when you 
mention any slow down in mail service for 1 think it is 
a good idea for both of us to keep our fingers on chat pulse. 

1 gather, however, that there must be some general slowing down 
of deliveries somewhere in the Louisiana area for both out-going 
and in-coming seem to be about a day behind time. 1 attribute 
this to some change in train schedule or post Office alteration 
of proceedure . I had a letter from Hobina today which should 
h n ve reached me by Tuesday at the latest and mu repots on in¬ 
coming mail to other citizens seems to carry the same complexion 
-as~my own. In short, 1 think it isn't any McCarthy business 
that is involved but merely some organizational slow-down. 

Bu let's always remark upon such phenomena. One thing, of course, 
which suggests that out-going mail remains intact is the fact 
that probably nobody would be able to reproduce the distinctiveness 
of the type of tuis machine and the faintness of the ribbon and 
therefore since the envelope remains intact, it may well be a ssumed 
the cxxxactcontents are likes secure. 

% 

And the other thing I wanted to refer to and to thank you for 
is your reference to the interest of the Library of Congress in 
folk lore material. 1 had not known about this and am very interes 
Carolyn mentioned the other day of her friendship for a girl 
in the Dibrary of Congress who seems to hold some sort of u key 
position and through this connection which I hope to establish 
shortly, 1 am' hoping to explore the folk lore business which you 
mentioned. K 

I thought of our mutual doings in the Division for the blind 
in this Congressional business, too, and perhaps through the same 












I 


F rom 


the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY; PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING; MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


f 


I 





6552 


l V.<u* 


!X rson in the organization, we may be able to exert a bit 
more pressure to achieve various t ings more readily. 

At least we shall be able to find out just how the suggested 
books are findly selected, etc., etc., and 1 shall of course 
Pass along any correspondence coming to hand from that 
quarter. 

The Ramsey-0'Briens arrived here at 2 this afternoon, 
hey reported a fine day at briarwood and Caroline asked them 
to c onvey much love and kisses. They siad they nev r did 
see "ole Virginie" who apparantly continues to sleep out 
her days around the clock. they said they thought they heard 
her cough once, hut td-t was all. 


To attend to the amenities, we dropped across the fence 
for a brigf snort, aid then passed by Clemence s house where 
several pictures were purchased, and orders for a couple -more 
were tiven 1 was jlad for Clemence for i think she is 

little :hcrt of mcnci' the moment >.n 0 ■ his 
•' - . '■ ■’ ” V r r ’ ■ 


, ( went on to town to do some work in the library 

at the college, touching on some of the St. Denis stuff . 


I had a couple J'o minutes to chat alone with Carolyn and 
she feels a serious book is going to be done and that Parley 
is definitely determined to push it to the fullest oj his 
ability, vis near as 1 can figure out, Carolyn proposes to do 
much of the geographic part and some of the historical while 
Farley will do much of the a^tiion, conversation and so on. 
Carolyn confided that he had consulted with her regarding tne 
better way of approaching me on one point, --whether he h oula 
take it up with me or if I would prefer she did, and the 
point to be discusses uas a legal document setting foth that 
any returns from this undertaking would be allotted into ^ three 
carts 0 ne to Carolyn for her part o.f the work, one to Parley 
for his and one to me for whatever I contribute, as they seem 
to feel 1 have already provided the subject matter and some 
of tee re search data, x lay-out, etc. Whatever legal thing tuei 
want to set up is alright with me . Carolyn is coming down with 
a cold. All three go to Marshall tomorrow for the week end and 
They return here n bout the middle of the week. It is midnight 
and I must fold . 
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Friday, February 12th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

Instead of dwaddling today, the postman decided to 
'm^ke up for lost time, apparantly. At least he passed this way 
an hour earlier than schedule and so my letter of yesterday 
was retained in my pocket, to be mailed at the same time 
this one goes forward on the morrow. 

What with one thing and ai other, I failed to mention 
m the last couple of memos the fact that your notes on the 
Pushkin geneology were most heartily ap predated by all of us 
engaged in discussing literary matters the other evening. I 
had sampled the contents of your article and finding it good 
at the beginning, held it aside until all California and Texas 
people could be in their places. Then we explored it in its 
entirity and all of us were delighted. 1 o.u wrapped up the 

particulars so neartly and made a difficult subject so clear that 
we all admired the handiwork so deftly executed. 

\t f • , < r* • \ p\ ‘ ^ , 

I find myself wondering if Henri de Troyat chanced to 
mention in connection with Peter the Creat and the Queen 
of Poland standing as sponsors of the little African, mentioned 
a somewhat parallel episode in French history which must have 
transpired a few years later when Louis XV bestowed the 
accoutrements of office on Madame de Pompadour's little African 
slave, Zamour, when the latter was invested as Covernor of one 
of the chateaux. The Revolution enthusiasts have always 
made a big racket a bout that "picnic a la Watteau" but I 
never heard anyone complain about the doings of Peter. Per¬ 
haps the Revolution enthusiasts never heard about the 
Louis XV and Madame de Pompadour episode which was touched 
on so delightfully by Charles Maugras in one of his books 
on the 18th century . Let us hope the descendants of 

Zamour, if any, and I know of none r turned out as well as 
the Russian equivilant. The Lord knows Zamour turned out to 
be a bag, but in mentioning that it occurs to me that Zamour 
must have belonged to Mme. du. Barry, since I believe it was 
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Z a mour who testified against her during the Terror when the 
local McCarthies were having their bloqdy day at things. 

Cnee I had a life of Zamour which wasn t much, —a French 
biography but with other items which I treasured not so 
mucij for their value as their subject matter, I have 
no more. 

yls for the Ramsey-0 1 Brien program, I am glad to say 
that I did not see th m today, as they had planned to leave 
for Marshall. A little after 3 this afternoon. Carmen Breazeale 
the Chamber of Commerce telephoned to say that she had just 
3 pent the last two hours, touring them about the historic 
sites of Uatchitoches She said she had such a pleasant 
outing for.she likes them and she felt they really relished 
the information that came to hand as a result of the go- 
round. So few riters bother to investigate the various 
locales of their stories, it is refreshing to find some people 
who do. I still can't imagine a book ever resulting 
from all this preparation but so far as they are concerned, 
the preparation plays an important element in their existence ,— 
at least Farley's, and whether Carolyn is right or wrong in 
investing so much time in it will be determined only by 
what, if anything ever comes to pass. 

If I remember correctly, Mrs. Campbell remarked that 
she would be here "the first week in February", and it wa3 
my understanding she was bringing five or ten ladies with her. 
According to my calendar, the first week of February has 
„bout played out, —and I have yet to know what happened 
to that ,thre^tened hejira, although, eaven knows, I am glad 
it hasn t put in an appearance as yet. a nd I hope it doesn't. 

I was so interested in the article in Life last week 
about the two b a by boys with a ^single pair of hips. What 
a misfortune to have had them survive birth but what 
curious episodes may be contemplated as to their future, should 
they survive and escape the side-show business. Ora reported 
that one of her 8 year old boys remarked that such an arrangemen 
as two sets of arms and heads would be so bad, "because 
anybody could then read the > funny books at the same time he 
was eating". 

• 

And so this busy weeks comes to a close. Fair weather 
has been promised. Perhaps the out of doors will be calling 
on the greenswards, I hope . 


Sunday , February 14th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Tuesday letter in Saturday's 

post. 

I'm glad that you, too, liked the Baisey in the Bell 
business, too. It's so nice thinking we are nibbling 
along parallel lines and that the object of our 
n ssiiult 3 is from the same culinary source. 

And i t goes without saying that I am, altogether 
delighted that you a re having the musical treats that 
are heading your way now and then. 1 reckon you 
will find it interesting, too, when near inhibit cone ert 
in recalling what bob Segleou had to remark upon the 
same program. K 

Work is work, any way it is sliced but I am 
hoping that the extra a ssistance you are lending the lady 
in the musical field may hold some side lights of 
interest, aside from its actual labor. 

And may I vh a nk you for sharing the Bunbar poem 
with me. I love it and shall never march up the road 
again at dawning w ithout thinking of it and of your 
ki'v’ne?' in rhxr'ng - t with vie. I want to pass 
it along to one or two of our correspondents for there 
are one or two, I think, who might like it lots although 
I doubt if they could love it so much as we. 

The d a y has been full summer and somehow the 
magnolias look more drab "phan ever in the sunshine. I 
still laugh whenever 1 glance in their direction but at the 
same time 1 find it a great pity that that quick blast of 
last Sunday night had to ruin them so completely. It was 
the brevity of the cold, —only a couple of hours, which 
seems to have been so regretable, since a prolonged 
wintry season would somehow have seemed more justified 
in effecting such complete devestation among the pyramids 
of white, of pink and of purple. t 
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Saturday afternoon was a shambles, so far as etting anything 
done was concerned. Gillet, the Hatchitoche s photographer who took 
the aerial photo of e'lrose, had asked if tie might take "a few" 
pictures of "the prettiest girls" of tne college, using 
ante bellum backgrounds. *nd a bevy of the sweet young things 
appeared in hoop skirts and draped themselve s in various 
places about tlje buildings and the pho oographic business that went 
on was endless, -The three places that seemed to be most popular 
were the living room at Yucca showing Grandpere in the background, 
the Ghape'l and the corner of the African House, inside, where 
stand the wash pot, the spinning wheel and so on. What relationship 
there may be between a Southern belle in hoop skirts, tangled 
up with a wash pot and an ox bow, 1 wouldn't know, but I have no dou 
the photographer undoubtedly knows what he wants and if that is 
what he got, that's fine. There were a few shots taken in the 
library of the big house and some exteriors on the upper gallery 
of the big house and aroundSt. Giggin's Fountain at Yucca. 

Grandpa who adores people, was having a wonderful time among 

the hoop skirts and seemed to get into almost every picture. Outer 

Mongolia would have served better, being jet black, which would 

have contrasted better with the tulle but Outer, unlike 

Grandpa, seemed to find no joy in such excitement and accordingly 

lent.herself scantily to the doings. 

1 read a few pages on Saturday night from arold Lamb's 
March of Moscovy or some such title. Mr. Lamb c ncentrates on 
the formation of . ussia as a country which is information he probabl, 
got when he .was doing his biogaphy ofGenghus Kahn or some such. He 
brings his study down to Ivan the Terrible along about 1580. It 
is a his ory of a community, centering on Moscow, which is bound 
. to have little factual record to be based on .nd Mr. Lamb did 

not make the most of the extant material which , if used, might have 
given more body to the study. A case in point is his statement 
that the Kremlin, as we know it to ay, was built by an Italian 
architect whom he names, out since we know about the magnitude 
of the work and there are plenty of people who have described 
the character of the construction, the author, it seems to me, shoult 
h„ve given the reader some idea of what the place looked like 
and something about the elements that made it in its day something 
unique and. something of a symbol as it exists today, 

Veil,.so much for the week end and may it have been a restful 
one for you . 


Monday, February 15th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

"They are showing Jesus Christ for 25 cents in town 
tonight ad I was wonderin' if you could help me out a little." 

Thus sapke one of my colored friend this a fternoon and 
quite seriously. 

"I am having a very small luncheon for Miss Bentley tomorrow 
and am telephoning you to ask if you wouldn'tclme." 

* 

Thus spake Mildred Cunningham n uite seriously aid surprised 
me not at all • 

, 

But I declined on grounds that 1 didn t care a bout 
meeting the gal from the "kiss and Tell" Department. Then 
the matter of a Melrose tour came up and I said Miss Bentley 
would be accorded the same courtesy extended to ai y ordinary — 
that agectivc was studied, - pilgrim, but , I hastened to point 
out, that the weather report spoke of rain for the morrow and that 
rain made touring no good. It would appear from where I sit that 
I shall probably not see Miss Bentley, I hope. 

If James Hoosevlt had any sense, he would suddenly 
rush over to Francis, Cardinal Hpellman and swear he wanted to 
join the true faith, and then rush around the corner and break 
down in an F. B. 1. office, confessing that he had really been 
a courier for a spy ring, and then all his troubles would be over, 
for the Church would beat the w air with his praises and the 
public would hail him as another Whitaker Chamber and Lis Bentley, 
a nd his wife wou'ldnever win her suit for divorce. 

What a pity somebody didn 1 t,acquaint Judas with all this 
business # If he had only thought to join the "True Faith" 
and confess he was a spy, all would have been wonderful. 

Fnjoying this day of respite, for I assume that along 
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Tuesday, February 16th, 1964. 


about tomorrow night 1 may expect to be honored by the O'Briens, 

I got in as much gardening as possible . The sky was cloudy, 
the warm Gulf breeze brisk and the thermometer in tine mid 70's. 

I wanted to dig some holes against the arrival tomorrow 
of some pink Chines magnolias and I wanted to do some trans¬ 
planting of things. And there was fertilizer to be spread and 
crepe myrtles to be pruned a nd poppies to be staked off zgainst an 
impending lawn mower, for that instrument will be buzzing along 
before we know it, what with the clover jumping and climbing 
about in a most unexpected -it d vigorous manner. 

A couple of telephone calls from town spoke of impending 
visitors but none ever showed up, thank heavens, except Ora who 
wanted to know if C. Hunter, artist, might have a couple of 
canvases for sale. 1 had seen the collection last week and 
opined there night be something available, a d so Ora 
drove down for ten minutes, selected a couple for a friend, and 
flew back home again. It seems th.at some lady at Ora's for 
dinner last week had fastened her eyes on the paintings in 
Ora's house and, afer thinking the matter over for a few days, 
decided she simply could live without some of her own, —hence 
Ora's quick go-round. I believe little Hiss Hunter is auite 
flat at the moment, and I feel certain the transaction gave her 
much satisfaction. 

•> i 

As we came out on to the Hunter gallery with the pictures, 
two ladies of color and a mulatto gentleman, were gracing 
the place. Ora an.d one of the dark ladies exchanged greetings 
and it turned out that said lady of color was a servant at 
one time of R. B.'s mother and all>the time had also been 
the wife of Clemence's mulatto son, Frenchie, whose father was 
the mulatto, Coo-coo Charlie to whom Clemence was married 
SO or 30 years ago before she married Manuel. I believe there 
was an opening in some of the yilliamses ' household and upparantly 
t'.e daughter-in-law was as pleased with the contact with Ora as 
r 'elmence had been. Ten minutes later, I was back at my gardening 
and Ora half way home and apparently a good day's work done all aroi 
Joe Henry returned from Texas again this evening, and that's all 
I seem to know at the moment. .. 


Memorandum : * 

It was so pleasant hearing the rain as I awoke this morning. 

And rain, of course, meant no pilgrims and no pilgrims 
meant no Lizz Bentley and that suited me to perfection. 

And as between this paragraph and the above, I have had a 
telephone chat with James Aswell who called to say Miss Bentley had 
betn out to his house this morning for sherry. He said she 
had a pleasant voice, was apparently glad to respond to all 
questions frankly and gave the impression she was really trying to 
atone for past improprities. He said if in reality all this 
was a pose, then surely Braodway had lost one of its most 
convincing actresses. But, he added, after she had gone, he must 
cofess there did remain a slight residue of doubt. 

He said her expenses from Grand Couteau to Hatchitoches and 
back were paid but nothing else. She was driving her own car • 

I do ijot mean to suggest anything like payro'le padding but I confess 
I don t know precisely what legitimate expenses are and I don't know 
who pays them. Perhaps the local Catholic Daughters organization 
pays them. For al 1 I know, the Repu lican Rational Committee 
might pay them. 

But why Lizz should be flying.. round from pillar to post 
for such meetings with no incentive other than having her 
expenses paid, that I wouldn t know. 

• 

As I understand it, she atoned for her spying by spending 
three years at, counter-spying for the F. B. I. That, it seems to 
me might be supposed to have been sufficient by wey of atonement. 
Anh if she is so good a t such business, why should she be teaching 
Romance Languiges at Grand Couteau and not doing more counter- 
spying for F. B. I or the C'loay- a?iri Dagger Department of th.e 
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.State Department f either under her own name or some other. 

James said she only hedgd on one question: -~ 

"Do you approve of Senator McCarthy and his methods 

Her answer was that she could not speak for the Seantor and 
that while his methods would not be her methods, still he, not 
she, is a politician and a politician can't be heard by whispering 
but has to ti shout That fellow doesn't shout, in my opinion. 

He brays. 

Celeste and Madam 11 n gard went to a coffee for the lady in 
, question this m rning. Celeste telephoned me immediately 
afterward She said she was so pleasant and wore a dark suit and 
dark shoes and a dark purse to match. And that her white ’■ 
loely n ~'H ; " cr ' v .nr -j ct< i / 1-$! C■ Lite 

thought would have been perfect, she wore a little corsage which 

the Catholic Daughters had had contrived for her locally, 

■ 


Lord, what a lot of talk about Lias. 

I was a little astonished to receive the final drawing for 
the Land of Uncle Tom in today's post I am 0 .KaySng same and sendinc 
it b a ck to uock Hull with a request that they forward it to you 
as soon as the stuff is in production. 

» 

I was expecting Chinese magnolias from a uecompte nursery 
from or through Mary Dr ingle, as I had given the order for same 
last week Tiwursday, 1 believe it was. She gets Melrose letters 
the same day they are posted from here, but as she wrote on 
Sunday, asking for instructions which should have been in her 
hands triree days before, I assume the letter got lost. 

Bobina's letter speaks for itself. Frankly, I look forward with 
scant enth-siasm to her visit with Caroli.ne at this time. The 
O'Briens and Carolyn will be here, nothing will be accomplished and 
ceding problems will be something to consider. If only they had 
wa^ ted until after the O'Briens had gone. I was much impressed 
that Shreveport had not suffered the cold snap we got ten days back. 
It seems almosv incredible that we should get cold that would 
skip the Hor hern section of the State. Perhaps they got it but 
their magnolias, being behind schedule in that region, escaped. 

And so another day is achieved, gardening like m d and general 
doings, but the afternoon weather was fine and dL 1 seems happy . 


Thursday, February 17th, 1954. _ 


Memorandum j 

I stepped into the Post Cffice at 5 minutes of 
9 this morning. The clerk said ; 

"Did you know they are burying Joe Rocque at 
St. Augustine's at 9 o'clock." 

I didn't. I didn't eve)i know Celine's husband 
had died. 

It seems that Celeste had seen his nephew^ Tony, at 
hurch on Sunday and that he had said Joe wasn t "doin' 
much" excusin' callin' on his paPa mama". 

And further, it seems, Joe had died on Monday but 
none of his \in folk had reported it locally. 

And so passes another landmark,of the ancient 
nobility of color of Cane River and undoubtedly, 
this fine soul found Celine Saving & place next to her 
in Heaven for him He was 92 1 I thought, but 
the family said 9&, _~and I don't see as a couple 
of years either way makes the slightest difference . 

Celeste had guests for dinner, Jane Gillespie Roy, 
wife of Col. Mark Roy, and Mrs. Armstrong, wife of Genral 
Armstrong commandant at Barksdale, I believe. Their 
husbands ire momentarily j Furope. 

Both are typical officers' wives, kindly to the non¬ 
military, at least, shallow and dying for entertainment. 

I received them after dinner, but saw to it that 
their white driver, — a Sergent Somebody native o 
Pittsburg, had had a tour first. Before ihe ladies had 
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finished, their tour, the Ramsey-0'Rrien contingent 
arrived,. ifiey had tried to reach me on the telephone 
a)\d thought it odd nobody answered the ’phone, I 
had done a day’s work in the gardening department during 
the morning but it never seems to occur to people that 
I am never at my desk, 

The Armstrong number pr a yed me on le a ving that she 
might bring her husband this way # I hope he remains in 
Europe ever so long ,La Armstrong is alright but a 
typical scatter bratn Casting about madly for entertainment, 

» 

And don't you think it an interesting commentary on 
the appropriations for the military thatthe service 
should provide a Sergent to whizz the wife of a General 
about the country side, I am under the impression most 
people don’t pay taxes gladly for such expenditures, I 
know that I resent such w a ste - enormously, 

I am writing this memo at 22:30 a ?id it may be more 
confused than usual . I was delighted to see the threesome, 
and it was kind of them to invite me to have dinner with 
them in town, which I qccepted, since they wanted to talk 
Cane River for a while They brought me a message from 
Caroline with whom they had spent Monday and Tuesday saying 
that as the Chinese magnolias were out o commission\ she 
thought she and Robina would not come down on Friday But 
. „2i three confessed that before she got through with*it, 

Caroline had done so much talking on zhe subject, she couldn't 
say definitely if she had made up her mind one way or the 
other. And that, of course, is dandy, 

% 

As for theO ' Briens, they plan returning to Marshall 
with Carolyn on Saturday, after which they will go to 
!lew Orleans for a bit and. then return here, probably via 
, Uatchez, I like them ever so much but the seasonal 

demands on mv time plus the somewhat fluid state of their 
own schedule tends toward vague inconvenience. But 1 
am quite happy with the general aspeczs of February thus far, J 
, the month hasn't been so trying as I had supposed, buz frankly, 

I she'll be entranced when we move on into March, 

And now I folci in anticipation of another busy day, 

I hope .both little Miss Lee and Leszan both draw a n uite week e 
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Thursday, February 18th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

Another long, busy day and I take pen in hand after mid- 
nigijt for our daily little chat, 

I was grateful for the letter from Robina, saying that 
she and Caroline would not make it on Friday, 1 
don't quite comprehend the point of Caroline's somewhat 
elaborate reason for not getting down or at least I can’t 
imagine why she bounced it on "ole Virginie", M.fter all, the 
Ransey-0 'Brien contingent were at Briarwood from Monday 'til 
Wednesday morning and so Caroline must have telephoned Robina durin 
a momentary interlude to tell her of the lady dcotor's visit 
and "ole Virginie"s" illness, „s she has slept constantly for 
hat past couple of years sleeping wouldn't seem to be a 
thing that would worry Caroline on her sister's part, and 
whenever the lady doctor visited Briarwood, it was not 
during the time her guests were there and they didn't mention 
Caroline as being at all ,,pst;t about Virginia's sleeping, I 
take it Caroline simply didn't want,to get down here without 

the appeal of the Chinese magnolias _ a feeling I can 

readily understand since I don't ca^e~much about spending the 
dcy at Briarwood either with or without the call of the dogwood 

I gainer from what I learn from the Q’Brien report 
that Caoline is very kindly disposed toward me but was quite 
adamant about the Californians coming to Briarwood before 
Melrose, It was educed tnat zhere might be a shade of jealousy 
,axd fear in Caroline's mjnd, the fear being that if they' came 
to Melrose first, they never would make Briarwood 
What all that is a bout I wouldn't know and care less. Perhaps 
Caroline is looking for pilgrims # I am quite sure I am not. 

Well, so much for such speculazion which certainly isn't 
worth mentioning and positively not worth trying to read on 
this ghost-like typing. 


-Ml 
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Wtyai with appointments for both morning and aftcrnooon, 

1 didn t want to get very involved in gardening. I asked 
that only one man be sent me for zrimming crepe myrtles and got 
three. 1 accordingly undertook much more than I had anticipated 

a nd of course got much more accomplished, although my day 
from dawn to dusk was in the nature of a fancy dance. But 
when it was done, the big palm by the old store had been 
given a hair cut, fronds had not been sheared in 

two or three years and a flock of stuff was transplanted, and 
oth'e h ngs covered, with cotton hulls now marelously decayed 
and excellent as plant food, and endless crepe myrtles got 
trimmed 

4 

I saw the ladies across the fence for coffee momentarily. 
Celeste thought the o ife of eneral Frank Armstrong a darling 
aid said her dinner guest of yesterday had mentioned th.at the d ay 
before she had received the President of x urkey and 
is the President spoke ?j 0 English and nobody abound chanced 
to be acquainted either with Turkish or French the dinner 
was difficult going from the point of view of Sparkling 
conversation. But cs many offi ers' wives I have met have 
G way of n ot knowing what they are talking ibov.t save in 
military chit-chat, a shouldn't have thought the '.Turkish 
interlude would have made much difference, and for all I know, 
the President may have been entranced at the opportunity 
to rattle along w ithout anybody comprehending what he was 
saying, surely not a novel experience for a politician. 

irma and Farley spent the afternoon in the library at Melrose 
They appear to be doing quite a serious- bit o research, if 
card files and voluminous note indicate anything, 1 
like both of them and I an glad.Caroline has succeeded in 
getting some good colored pictures due in part to 
tJie unfolding of one or two beautif&l magnolia cloudburszs 
on rather large trees that tend zo unburden themselves of 
their beauty rather Inter than the run.of the mill and 
therefore escaped the devastation of a week ago Sunday, 

• 

Forgive this tiresome letzer Perhaps I shall get 
a breathing space i n a day or so,‘and if so, I hope I may do bette 
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Friday, February 19th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

Coudy and high winds all day with the thermometer in tlje 70's 
and little leaves beginning to put out all over iihe place, 

The white Herman iris began to f unfurl its brave banners 
today and somehow that always suggests a definite trend in the 
drift Srping-ward, 

Since Caroline and Robina were not comming to dinner, I 
thought of pushing in the three guests who had threatened to 
pass this way this morning but as they did not arrive until 
5, that anticipation was never realized, 

I was struck by an odd co-incidence which probably sprang 
from some chance phrase in yesterday's conversation, for 
this evening Cafolyn mentioned, wanting to do a Cane u iver article 
about color and I was just on the point of saying one should 
be done under some such title as "Cane River's First 
Families of Color," 


My thought on this would be to use the mulatto nobless 
to catch tlie S'aturay Evening Post reader's eye and then 
after it had been caught, do a little with text and pictures 
about the first nego families and th,eir descendants, and 
this would provide the reason for the contrast between 

the pure negor, so called, and the mulatto, 

» 

I must give more thought to this if and when I 
ever get time to think, 

A letter from Mrs. Stirling enclosed a description of 
a little old 1805 house near St. Francisville which is 
about to be sold, A friend in Dallas had recently expressed inte 
in such a property and so I have sent the Bookton, or whatever th■ 
things is, --a description, that is, but will send it 
with a regular memo when it comes back to me. It sounds 
quite delightf 1 and I hope some nice person gets it, — 
a small old house, five acres of ground with a little pond, etc. 
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Joe Henry mentioned this morning that he was leaving for 
home in Texas right after breakfast. At 5:30 tonight 
he was still here and I am glad he changed his mind for 
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he co’aid 

frrr t e , . , 

v-- v — v .V y of Dr. Miller s cabin, 

along with new posts, etc., thus giving a note of greater 
longevity to that ancient log Cabin. 

After working in the library between 3 and 5, the 
Los Angelces-Marsha.il people came over here unti 7:30 
when they invited me to dine with them in town. 1 • 
enjoyed the fried shrimp which were especially fine * 

at was raining hard when we headed out but regardless 
of that, we stopped at Clemc'.ce's house to pick up a 
couple of paintings they had ordered. 

Qlemence herself had dropped in to see me this noon. 

She asked me if I would mind if she ever pointed a picture 
of the Chapel. Naturally 1 at told her I didn't care what 
she apinted She remarked that she had a feeling that 
one of thesi night the Chapel "might cross her mind", and if 
so, she would like to be-Stir herself and paint it. 

You see, the word, "inspiration" is unknown to Clemence, 
whenever she feel an impulse to apint a picture that 
is different in concept from anything else she has ever done, 
employs the expression, "crossing my mind" to indicate 
that a new idea has eveloved in her mind. I find the 
expression excellent to describe precisely what everyone 
else compresses into a single word, "inspiration, and 1 am 
always delighted when she employs it. 


an 


sh 


he heavens teamed as we sped 
returned at 9: 30, the • storms which 


and part ocularly in the North, 
an assortment of stars of vast 
appreciate the more the end of 
the promise of what I hope may 


toward town but when we 
had been blowing about 


seemed to have vanished and 
amplitude somehow made me 
a comparatively uneventful day cm^ 
be a comparatively quiet 


week end just ahead, both for Little Miss Lee and for me 
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Sunday, February 21st, 19 54. 


Memorandum• 

Che news of the week end is the death of "ole Virginie" 
who died at Briarwood on Saturday noon along about 1 *30* 

I heard about it from J. H. at supper. Carsriitt Carolyn and 
the O’Briens came about 6:30 and I passed the news along to 
them • 

The lady doctor telephoned me this morning, saying Caroline had 
asked her to telephone me. 1 asked about the funeral 
arrangements. She said she had left Briarwood around three 
o'clock yesterday afternoon but no plans had been formulated and 
nobody knew when or where the services would be held. In view 
of "ole" Virginie 's" prolonged illness and critical state during 
the past twelth monttj, it would seem that only Caroline would 
be the person who would never give thought to such matters until 
'xfter the death had occured. 

» 

, t Last night 1 suggested the Carolyn telephone May Balthsar rega. 
Mass at St. Augustin's this morning, as she and the O'Briens wanted 
to get some pictures after the service and it seemed to me 
by going with May, the opportunity would be most favorable. 

And so Carolyn telephoned from here and May was enchanted to 
take them at 8 o'clock. I did not join hem . I learned later 
from May that following Mass, she took them home with her where she 
served them breakfast, and I a very glad for them, for that g a ve 
them a taste of real Cane Diver hospitality. hey told her 
they were going on to call on friends, meaning, I suppose 
hat they were heading out for Briarwood They had hasked me to 
to with them today when they left last nigh but I declined, having 
promised to receive a flock of nu ils vt 3 o'clock this afternooon. 

‘There is a music festival at St. Mathew's, up the road, tonighn 
and they told May they would return for that, but since no 
one can judge about either Carolyn's or Caroline's Calendars, I 
an wonder mg what may transpire when circumstances hinge on 
both of them. 

While at dinner at J. H.'s f Caroline's friend i;i town, Mrs. 

■ 
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Monday, February 82nd, 1954 


Lawton telephoned me to say that they would bury irginia 
in Arcadia at 3 o'clock and would I like to have vhe 'ldy come 
and ock me up. I would not . 


Memorandum 


Arcadia is somewhere off in the direction of Monroe or 
Minden which is about 1 00 miles from here and what with my 
3 o'clock appointment which I could not break because I could 
not loc te the Reverend Sisters, --and at such short notice, it was 
simply impossible for me to t hink of such a long jaunt to 
arrivVhiteZi was across the fence for supper r the Ramsey-0 ' Brien 
people came, having returned from the Arcadia funeral. They 
said they did not meet Robina, so 1 assume she may have gone 
on to Monroe to the wedd.ing which 1 believe she mentioned in her 
last letter and probably knows nothing bout Virginia's death. 

It was 8 o'clock when I found the. people here andl accepted their 
invitation to go a a wizh them to St. Mathew's to hear the 
negro singers and band. The singing was wonderfully soft, 
the band music wonderfully loud, and the music sufficiently 
discordant to make it doubly effective in its sour notes. 

I was delighted with a pantomime in which perhaps 30 liztle 
negroes took part. They were diddling and dancing to the sound 
of the drums and the occasional blare of music. One little girl 
who was pirouetting with endless delight, so completely forgot 
the -udience, made of up of several hundred people, all of 
color sav■■ us, that she kept right on with her solo dance after 
the others had started moving off the stage. It was touching 
to see how surprised she was when one of the little boys went 
back to the center o/„ the stage and taking her by the hand, brought 
per back to the realisation that that section of the entertainment 
was concluded. 


The splendid Spring weather continues, with the leaves of 
Chinese magnolias unfolding and the butterfly lilies pushing up 
through the cotton hulls. 


Shreveport TV telephoned Carolyn and I referred them to 
Marshall * Che O'Briens received mail and I know not where t 
it in /Jew Orleans a,nd they will be gone until March 7th. 


The top sergent who served as chaufeur for Mesdames Davenpor 
Roy on Fedneqday appeared today with his wife and I didn't recogn 
him at first in civilian garb. 

—. t ,i . «Q Q * .* r k , • >. [\Sl\ a { • 0 ' J \€'-‘ : ' JL 0 • • 

While they were here, Ora and her two boys dropped in for 

a few moments. I suggested she skip over to Clemence's to pick u 
the baptizm she had ordered, d uring .which \time I got rid of pil 
On my return to Yucca, I found her and Clenence who had come with 

her. Clemence showed me a picture she had attempted of the 

Chapel. 1 found it ever so nice and suggested she take it home 
and paint a dozen just like it for I think she might sell many # 


We came bn_ck here afterwards for a drink and it was 
12:50 when they were gone, Probably the disjointed sequence 
of this memo reveals the hour. 


The weather is warm and by dawn I must be setting some 
helpers to their tasks in the garden, and dawn will come soon, I 
expect. I hope your day has been.much as you would have it and 
that, unlike me, you have been able to do a bit of rodio-ing. And 
so I fold, grateful the past week's visitors are leaving town 
on the morrovj so I can catch a ~<uiet night on the morrow . 


Ura said her daugher, Anne, at L. S. U. had just gone 
through a nerve-wracking week. On .ruesciay she had received 
an annomynous note, couched in most lascivious phraseology and 
suggesting a secret rendezous on Saturday, the meeting place 
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carefully detailed. Aims was with a friend when she received 
the letter and burst into tears and then tore up zhe le tter an 
threw it away. Getting conzro of herself later, she went to 
the Dean of ••omen and related tiie circumstances, Another 
class mate of Anne's, the Dean remarked, had received a 
similar note for a Friday night rendezvous. The girl 
had consented, on the request of the college authorities, to 
keep the date, with adequate guards being staked out. The 
writer of the letter kept the appointment, --one of the 
L, H. U. boys with the quietest oersonality and mildest manner 
anyone could, .imagine. The authorities telephoned R. B. and 
Zhe father of the other girl. The other girl's father favored 
cnminel charges. R. B. recommende a psych i a tr ist. Anne was 
vastly relieved that the identity of the letter writer was na 
known and therefore , no longer a worry to ai yone's mind save hi 
parents. He is a Louisiana youth from some South Louisiana 
town.When Ora and Vie boys we e 7 bout to head out, Ora 
told me she had .tried to buy zhe picture of the Chapel when 
she had first seen it at Clemence's but that Clemence had 
told her she had painted it just for me and said she was 
just "studying about" taking it to me. Then, so it seems, is 
was when Ora invited her to ride with her And ora said 
that Celmence's expression had radically changed when 
I f trying to avoid taking her first creation of the Chapel, 
had told her I thought it swell but.that she should take it 
home and paint a dozen like it, for as was obvious, 
she had f as revealed by the conversation of which 1 knew 
nbthing prior to her arrival, she had intended it only for me. 
And so i cast about for qomething in the nature of a present 
and passed by the artist's home# I told her what I h*dcome 
for; she was beaming. I figged up some rigamaaele about not 
wanting anybody to-think I would be accepting her~pictures as 
gifts since it^might get potential-customers bad ideas and 
as I was out of presents at the. time of heijhdvent, I had 

just played I wanted her to take it back homey having every > 
intention of,making *■ round as sonn as my guests departed. 

. ihus was the lie spun out and. somehow it seemed ui 
plausible as I was telling it and I fell certain the artist 
w a s . n a mood for sunshine after shadow and so was entranced 
at the outcome, —so unexpected on her part, and, although 
she didn't know it, so unexpected on n y part, too. 

» 

It is going to be so pleasant going to bed tonight by 
news time and getting some "shut-eye" before dawn .... 


Tuesday, February E5rd, 1954 


Memorandum 


Pringle and her sister came to see me this afterno 
ous that Blythe is beginning to get into Mary's ha 
streak of something in Blythe, _ _ 0 ?ic<! 1 thought i 
imagination, that tends to worry most of her 
Home times I t ink it is cussedness that simply has 
the surface occasionally t 


Blythe said she didn't know about /irginia's death until 
Sunday nooon when somebody frm Hatchitoches, one of the Jlelkins, 
telephoned to say he was going to the funeral. 

While Blythe was pulling through plants later, Mary Pringle 
expressed herself as finding it odd the Rands didn t stop off for 
me on ^heir way to Arcadia. I didn't think it odd since they know 
I don t go out much r 

And so to Arcadia traveled Messrs ffclkin, Rand and Madam Rand 
arriving when the Briarwood cortege t>u 11 ed up before the 
Church ,Caroline said she didn't want to attend the burial and 
so Blythe sat with her in the car while they were "depositing" 
the coffin.- It all seemed slightly out of kilter, but if everyone 
was pleased f that is all that counts and I am sure that neither 
Virginia nor I were worried ribout any of it. 


as Blythe and Robina don't hi 
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the enclosure, 1 gather norma wanuea w 
he wasn't too upset ~bout the news on Saturday 
interested to hear Presbyterian Ura say that 
R. b, was perfectly furious at the legal 
r from Wisconsin goves persecuting everyone 
ttic&i say andothd^ghmsh it o ait hi b g qflitieCsvthyde 
heard E. lioscoe If. have 
interruption in the middle of 
I shall listen to what Eric oeverai 
>1 I believe it is a dangerous. 

Also I think he is a psychiactric 
solace but joy in knowing there are 
people, places and things that 

ome one of his stature 
auty is truth". 

the boxer, is a beautiful 
what he chews 

arnea, Monday he proceeded 
magnolia I had planted but 
chewing the roots of the 


Memorandumt 

I found some carbon and so thought it might aid in making 
reading easier at the moment • 

I also found a letter I had intended returning to you days 
back, Forgive me for having left it tucked away securely for so long, 

If you heard E, Roscoe M . tonight, you got as big a kick as 
I did, I am sure, out of the European reaction to McCurthism. I 
liked what one man said when he pointed out the President was way off 
when he * applauded the purpose but did not subscribe to the McCarthy 
method since that put the President in the position of a 
m a n who*approved the hunting of a rat in the barn but objected 
to burning doum the barn to catch said rat, I liked that one. 

The thermometer today only made the mid 60’• but the 
sun was so bright, it seemed much warmer, and now that the 
tender green leaves are beginiing to unfold, there*s that 
psychtlogioal reaction to any breeee which is bound to be warn 
whether it is or not, just as a November one is likely to 
seem chill, what with winter just in the offing, 

I staked mn up the freeshias in their pots, outing a 
stockaffe of twigs and tying a string 6 or 8 inches above the 
rims in order to give the luxutiant foliage a chance to stand up. 

If the flowers, when they get around to do business, are but 
half as bountiful as t e greenery, the results should be 
a sto iehing, , V 

I continue to glory in the comparative quiet of my 
day*s routine but what with dm thing and another, I still haven t 
arranged my schedule so that I can do any reading, I t ought 
I might tonight but shall probably Ksten to the radio oppoaranoo of. 


is tremendous. 1 wish 1 might have 

3 go at the Senator tonight hut an 
that denied me that pleasure 
has to say about it.at 10:25 
path McCarthy is treading . 
case. But their is not only 
other values in this world, 
are really beautiful and as 
pointed out, - "truth is beq 

yLid Celeste *s yo unger dog, Mike, 
dog but he doesn t always show true dog sense in 
up for, as I may or may not have remarked - 
to*chew up a young fife foot Chinese 
36 hours before. I knew that hogs love 
magnolias but 1 had no idea a borer would turn beaver on us. 

Another thing that is truly beautiful in my immediate surroundin 
is the /‘act that 1 am comparatively vine, what with the folks _ 
being somewhere in the big ro d and their mail destined to pile up 
on them until the 7th of March or thereabouts t which ought 
to be quite an imposing spectacle if it increases at the rate it 
has been gathering momentum during the past couple of days. 

But although there oere pilgrims today from Man Antonio f bhrev port 
and Oklahoma City, and gardening going on at a great rate and 
Joe Henry jumping , our. every five minutes as he sought advise 

on various repair jobs still it seamed so restjul, knowing that 
with the closing of my door at dark peace would be mine Jor 
a leisurely little talk with little Miss Lee, a d a b of reading, 
pempas after a few letters had been penned, dnd an opportunity 
to fold’up my beard by 10'oclock. And t n.contrast to last week, 
such a prospect to contemplate filled ihe with pleasure all day • 

And so ends mother day .T'd x ?h a ll find myself impatient to 
greet'a new dawn, made the happi r by the Dunbar jines, thanks to 
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the Secretary of Svate, ej en though it qo pears the Republicans 
are way off the track in the natter of refusing to recognising 
Communist China, How those die-hards can make such a racket about 
not recognizing Bed China but go on doing business with the 
Kremlin boys, I cannot figure out, I suppose the whole thing is 
policitacal since it might seem a bit odd that the very ones 
who shed tears over nationalist China should have to eat crow 
after they had. recognized the regime they made such a racket about 
during the election, 

Joe Henry continues to linger and in so doing, gobs of 
things requiring repairs are being accomplished to my delight, 

He usually drops by for coffee across the fence at 9, where 
1 saw hiiithis morning He mentioned having Just heard that I had 
given 8ome plate tothe Historical Society and our hostess 
in the kindliest ps spirit, poutingly complained 3 bout my throw¬ 
away habits, and pointing her finger at me to make'thsline 
clearer $ declared * 

"It is a fine example of sheer selfishness 'if you 
weren t so selfish, y 0 u would be giving nothing**5&p and saving 
your money for hospital bills when illness overtakes you, 30 you 
will not be dependent en the plantation," 

And Just to think she once read that book that I never got 
around to explore i - "How to win friends and influence people", 

I was glad to see Little King at first dark this evening, He 
is home for a week or two, prior to going to Germany in the 
American Army sometime in March, I jn so glad for him that he is 
heading not in the direction of his twin brother, James, who is 
in Korea And how nice it will be to arrive in Europe for the first 
time at Springtime, 

v The Colfax Spperintendedt of Schools telephoned me this 

It* e '\ plainin9 that the graduating class goes to Hatchitoches 
tonight and ashing if they might include a Melrose tour on their 
way, hey might not. The last time they passed this way they had 
more post graduates" with them than students. They will wait a 
month or two before making the front gate this time, doirt you think 
so. Besides, the plate bearing the Colfax business of Uncle Tom's 
region may be out by then,,,,,,. 
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Thursday, February 25th, 1954, 


Memorandum t 

I cannot but marvel at the sucoess yeu have in being able 
to have timed your greetings to Celeste se perfectly, 

I chanced to be at the Post Office when she got her mail and 
she was entranced to find your letter. We had coffee immediately 
afterward and she shared your greetings with mee —such a perfectly 
phrased letter I do not recall have scanned in many a day. That 
you should remember her natal day and be able to find ttme to write 
such a perfect letter fills me with wonder and admiratton. Surely 
mother star gleams in your crown as a result thereof. 

My head cold continues to be a nuisance but I am glad to say 
that the intestinal flu or whatever I had earlier in the week has 
disappeared for which I am vastly thankful. Tonight I shall have 
n glass of hot wine and go to bed early. 

Before the Knipmeyers left this morning, some people came from 
Indianapolis and before they left, others came from Colorado 
Springs so my morning was well taken up, at 18 tSO Farley 
O'Brien telephoned from town, saying he and Irma were then heading 
for Hatches, I told me of several pieoes of mail awaiting them 
and so they cosis down, What with the Pilgrimage to open on the 
£7th, I thought they might find it somewhat difficult te make 
many social contacts but I did think it might be nice te use 
a plate to wedge open a couple of deers and at the same p tieis 
prove that Celeste was right about me giving away toe many. And 
so I asked them to carry one to Charles end Myrtie, te Mary Lambdin 
and Miss Myra and Roane, That ought to make getting into the 
several places easy on the grounds of delivering a present, and 
everybody will be happy all around 

They will continue to Hew Orleans from Hatohesand I gave them 
Mrs, Stirling's address se they might break their rip while 

in that vtoinity of St, Francisville, 

'■ 

They said the outline for the novel prdgreeses nioely and that 
they will be back around the 7th to run through it with me ad te 
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tak e up various phases of historical slants which 1 cm to 
contribute something for the novel, 1 never heard of writing anything 

in this way before and have grave mis-giviings as to the outcome but 
I am delighted to be shown that it can be done with success, 

They thought Carolyn might meet them here on their return from NewOrleu 
During this interim, 1 js going to try to get rid of my cold end 
shall stave off as many pilgrims as possible, 

1 like the O'Briens very much and I am hopingtheir enthusiasm for 
their story may continue to bubble, 1 had spoken to them of several 

historic spots in batches I thought they should visit, not on the 
regular tours with aview to getting them interested in that region, 
too. They invited me to make the Jlatcea trip with them, offering 
to bring me back here on their way to New Orleans but naturally 
I declined, 

Tonight 1 listened to the E, Eos coe Morrow broadcast and found 
the McCarthy thing somewhat different from what it reportedly was 
last night and myself more confused than ever about where the 
President stands in regard to supporting or not supporting either 
the Army or McCarthy I guess that's where a lot of the trouble 
is to be found, in that confusion of mind whioh characterises the 
public's concept as to Just where the President does stand, In the 
mean time, McCarthy continues his barn burning to oatch a rat, 

I suppose he had better do all the burning he can during the current ye 
since i fear there will not be a Eepbulcian majority in the Senate for 
him to brow-beat after the November election, 

I haven't seen Madam Regard in two days, She continues 
to be afflicted with some sort of rash, thought to be induced by tomato 
juice or some allied acid, and at the doctors orders, remains in the 
bed, My severe head cold makes it seem wiser for her sake for me 
to deny myself the pleasure of saying howdy, She continues depressed, 
feeling distressed because Celeste complains she may not be able to go 
to Europe because of her mother's health, The best thing that could 
h a ppen to both of them would be the separation of an ocean between them 
and this Madam Regard recognises but Celeste does not, 

Just as a thought, when the O'Briens saw the Hunter rendition of t 
Chapel, they immediately asked me i/ T would order one on their behalf 
in order they might take it with them two weeks hence• They over paid 
the artist, or $ave her a deposit on a couple other composition, so 
Art sterns to be flourishing momentarily, and I am glad for the 
artist s sake,,,,,, 
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Friday, February S6th, 19 54* 


Memorandum 

The brilliant sunshine continues and the ground grows 
quite dry except where the water pipes are kept running from 
dawn to dusk, 

My head cold continues, perhaps not improved by the 
brisk winds we are having, although why a wind should induce 
a cold to greater activity, I know net, 

I am taking Brome-Qutnine tsnight and perhaps that will 
assit me to turn the corner on the barking situation, I hope, 

I have no ever and so there s nothing to complain about 
other than the tiresomeness of the cough and the sniffles. 

Celeste telephoned me Just as I started this letter, asking 
if there i fas anothing she could 4s for my good health. It was 
kind of here I s a w Madam Regard from a distance today, and 
was delighted that she is up and a bout ay a in* T avoid close 
contact, naturallyi what with my cough # 

I think 1 may get around to read a page or two tonight . 

The last thing I struggled with was a poorly contrived 
March of Moscovy by Harold Lamb or some such, William 0, Dougla 
a book reoorded, —*Something like "North from Ma t j a y. or some 
I like the way he writes and although the Far East ana its contemp 
checkered oareer doesn t appeal n uch to me, still it will 
do no harm to learn something a bout it. Perhaps there will be 
something in it about Burma and therebye give me a glimpse 
of the pot in which Mr, Belle currently stews. The Lord knows 
one would never get it from him, 

Joe Henry returned to Texas this afternoon, after having done 
a lot of good patching up jobs. At dinner he had expressed 
the opinion hemuldn t be back before the 4th of July, but 
he oame to see me just before taking off around B o'clock, 
a nd seemed mighty pleased that J, H, had at long last 


See 
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consented to let Uim lay a new brick floor on the summer 
dinning room aide of the houae, For yeara Joe hue had a mania 
to replace the floor with f brick but everyone haa opposed him. 

Why he wants it, I could )i t say, but want he does and now 
that J, H, ha s consented, I suppose Joe May be expect'Sd back 
-grain on Monday, Ho one ever knows in which direction Joe will 
jump next, but usually it is for the general good of Melrose, 

My c ncept of the geography of Malay ia leas than nebular . 
although Berma, Indo China and Singapore seem clear enough, 

Perhaps Mr, Douglas will Qive me a few pointers en this subject, 
nd that will make the volume instructive as well as entertaining 
• 

On the Arenboug front, 1 am pleased to announce that 
to the South, Alphonse Metoyer haa converted hia baseball diamond 
into a chicken brooder which ought ot make his enterprise 
leas fraught with marauding, since the chickens are 
shipped as soon as they are hatched, In the little house 
on the Alfred side, Clenence'a aon, Frenchie, has moved and 
as he likes to make a garden and wants to serve as gardian (guard 
of the pears and persimmons, that w 11 perhaps work out nicely, 
Mulea and cows from one side or the other haa been giving me 
a turn of late, but with Frenchie raising a vegetable garden, 
our side ought to benefit from the seal he will take to protect 
hia own efforts, I cm planning to spend Monday in that neighborhi 
if I don't make it tomorrow, to see about repairing the fence, 
etc. Some Vand a l stole the wire and the posts which 
certainly a eema to be going a little far, I stspect the 
b a g who lives on Alfred’s property and 1 shall charge him 

for the major part of the work involved, don’t you think so* 

I must apologise for not having responded to one of your quei 
sometime back, —the where a bouts of the Melrose manuscript. 

It is in the hands of Martha Robinson who offered to send it or 
to bring it, "a s soon as the electioneering is over", and I 
decided on the latter, what with thus being a ble to avoid 
the rigors of express, especially a s I was not certain 
in what sort of wrapping it might start out on its journey, and 
I wanted to keep the thing j n good condition. She is ohsduled 
Ho make a round early this month of March, 

• * V' ' V -wW % W* ■ - 

And so we come to the end of another week, I hope there is 

sunshine in Manhattan and in the country and that as a result, 

you may get a maximum of leisure over the week end,,,,,. 


Sunday, February 88th, 1954, 


Memorandum i 

And so I kept my eppomtment Saturday afternoon to 
drop by Celeste a at 5 o’clock to chat for 15 minutes with 
a couple of ladiea who are going on the religious jauht 
to Europe with her this summer. 

And when I arrived Celeste said that the lady doctor 
had called to ask my telephone number with a view to 
inviting me to ride up to Briarwood with her between 1 and 
8 on Saturday afternoon, but that Celeste had told her 
that she though I would not care to go as far as Briarwood 
to see Caroline with her, as my cold seemed so bad. 

It seems my correction on the declining for dinner 
got no where for I should have enjoyed the trip with 
the lady doctor and at the same time I would have rounded 
up some cold tablets, not to mention seeing Caroline • 

But I seem to have passed the peak of the cold ai ywyjand 
that is something to be gratful for • 

As for the ladies whom I saw across the fence, one of them 
ia the widow of a Hatchitochea doctor, 55 or 60 and her 
81 year old daughter . This mother and daughter mads a religious 
tour last year and this year the lady takes aothsr daughter 
en a similar round and all will be merry I trust. Perhaps 
as good an idea of the calibre of the lady and her daughter 
is the fact that although bot h were just aoross the 
fence, neither of them has ever made the Melrose tour, 

Perhaps 1 should rig up a rtligous tour and then there is 
no telling what a conclave might ensue • 

I talked with the lady doctor this morning. She said she 
found Caroline in fine spirits but, paradedically enough, worried 
en the subject of finance • I assume some sf the latter may have 
been play-acting for the benefit of the lady doctor and then, tee 

> ’ ■ ‘i.- * *y . v . til- -v &r 
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perhaps Caroline is going to rotas some of "ole Virginia s 
Old, Age Pension check. But Caroline herself should be entitled 
to some of that on her own account before long, and in 
the nena time, 1 feel sure la $toim,the Leutcher-Starks and 
so on will help bridge the gap ^in, indeed, one exists, 


The thermometer dropped 40 some odd degrees last 
evening, from 85 in the afternoon to 42 around midnight. 

It was sunny all day but i never got up above about 60* 

The promise for the morrow ta fair and warmer t aud if 
this be true, I hope I may get some more work done on the * 
Arenbourg barricades 0 n the morrow, I put a flea in J, H, s 
ear at supper tonight and 1 hope he remembers it on the 
morrow, although a believe there is some vast tree planting 
proved afoot and a believe Joe will be returning tomorrow 
to continue his local repairs . Pat left for Houston this 
afternoon 1 believe he has In mind selling his little 
English car which he brought back with him from London and 
probably Houston would represent a better marketing place 
that Hatchi tocnes, 

I dipped into the William 0, Douglas book a bit and 
liked it ever so much "Jlorth From Malay" or some such title. 





It goes without saying that I was entranced when the aut or, 
in speaking of some patriotic Philj ip-tne lady, remarked that 
she might well be classed along with Eleanor Roosevel and 
Madam Pundit■ as the greatest women of the century. 









I need scarcely remark that week end seemed wonderfully 
peaceful, what with no guests to contend with, I suppose next 
week end will be 7 uite different, but I can worry about that 
when the O'Briens return a^ong about Haturday or Sunday and 
I then Carolyn puts in an appearance but who in the world,— 
least of all Carolyn, could imagine when that might be. 

As a matter of fact, I am looking forward with genuine 
pleasure to folding up my beard in time tonight to hear 
"Meet the. Press " which, of course, 1 missed last week and 
will probably miss this week 

. 1 _ t, . ■ '>■ 1 “- A- :v • '1 '' • : r 

I seem to be behind on my correspon once generally, having 
not more than a dozen letters knocked off in di ticipation of 
tomorrow's out-going post but I charge that off to mylack of 
pep which ought to be perking away at a great rate along 
about dawn on the morrow, I do hope you had as quiet a week¬ 
end as I,,,,,, 


Monday, March 1st, 1954, 




. . 

Memorandum : 

The new little leaves on the persimmons are putting forth 
and the radio says it is snowing in Amerillo, Texas and in 
Oaklahoma C ity t promising that 3now and sleet will be upon 
the tenter persimmon leaves in this area by tomorrow night 
at this time. But trees and planvs have a way of putting out 
new growth if the advance growth gets nipped and 30 
I cannot worry about tomorrow's weather, 

* 

There wasn't much in today's post but I was amused 
at the invitation from Park Commissioner Wells, inviting 
me to attend the dedication of Oakley, 

Were this not a form letter, as I assume it to be, 

I would marvel at the writing of same in view of the 
correspondence that has gone before on the Oakley matter. 

But naturally 1 was delighted to have the opportunity 
to write a Th a iik You kno note to Commissioner Wells, 
thanking him for remembering ie and pointing out the 
location of Oakley so that 1 might find it the more readily 9 
Since I have trodden tue Oakley path many a time in the past, I 
am put in mind on thie receipt of this infornaLion of the 
great labors to which ±r, Holloman once put himself to 
explore the Melrose Abstract, coming to the conclusion, as he 
did, after days of labor that Melrose, indeed is situated 
precisely where it is, 

having in mind that there would be some disagreeable weath 
in the offmg, 1 spent half the day at Arenbourg doing things b 
on my arrival there, 1 was much impressed by the doings of 
a sharp gust of wind which itad rattled things throughout the 
neighborhood along about irst dark last night. What was 

. L 
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arresting at Arenbourg was the fact that the young tornado 
had picked up the old raggedy house, swirled it around: 
and then smashed it flat on the ground a f ett f rom ' 
i‘ormer foundations, It was a neat a job as you could imagine 
a nd as the buildiitself was of no value, the frisny doings 
of the wind rc.de no difference , it was impressive, however, 
to see how thoroughly a bulding could be converted 
into a pancake within the twinkling of an eye • 

Ihis afternoon 1 s scuffle in the House of Representatives 
put me in mind of a point artin Dyes had made in his 
"Meet the dress" interview on Saturday night, when he pointed 
out that hi 3 friend, Joe McCarthy, in dyes' opinion, was 
concentrating too much on Comiunism and paying no attention 
to Facist and anti racial cells that continue to function 
b'lithly while Joe burns down barns to catch a rat* For 
the cannonade in the Rouse of Representatives, 1 suppose, 
is evidence that the Porto Rican crack pots of ‘lew *ork can 
continue making strange noises and plotting ridiculous f 
did murderous side shows f -,uite unworried by any of Joe s snoopi 

Can't you imagine what a busy time the kremlin boys are 
h a vmg sharpening their pencils tonight in preparing 
propaganda about Imperahst America • That ought t o 
keep them busy for months an they ought to be a hie to fit 
McCarthy's razzle-dazzle of the Army Jeer tary into the scene 
in 3 uch a way that it will a11 sound perfectly onderful * 

I haven't kept up with things Porto Rican for so ion. that 
I have no notion a3 to how things turn in that quarter, although 
1 suppose if the island was n t constantly receiving 
transfusions in Am< ric.n money, the people would s i rve to 
death before ji y particular season had run i ■> co' rse, 

% 

As J- understand it, there are only 4 or 5 hundred Porto 
of the hysterical type living in Manhattan and in view of thisj 
znd in pursuance of cue attempted murder of Mr, Truman a couple 
years back, it would seem -s though the J, Ho .. .. r Hoover boy3 hat 
been too busy supply poticia'ns with dubious reports on irrevelet 
data rbout unimportant personal ivies and not paying g ite enough 
attention to the crack potsof the ti ger h^ppy variety from 
the islands • 

Well, so much for pu lie pro hie is beyond our comprehension, 
Joe a .‘d Pat return jrom Texas tonight and so tomorrow will undoi 
£>a 3 * tig dzy for further reparis in ana ^bout the immediate 
neighborhood. And thus I fold in antic ipation of doing on the n 
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Tuesday, March Bnd, 19 54* 

i: »'■ Mil 


Memorandum i 








Well, Fat Tuesday has come and nearly gone and 1 haven’t 
seen a "Mardis (Iras" all day « Uauci ly the youngsters put en 
costumes but a gentle rain which began around neon probably 
discouraged such undertakings in this neighborhood • 

The breezes from the Culf kept blowing longer than had b9en 
predicted and so we shall not get the scheduled freeae tonight • 

Perhaps we shall get a dab of frost tomorrow night but the 
half inch rain today will have provided some protection against 
the assault which would be more telling if the prolonged dry period 
had not been temporarily broken * 

* 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall this noon, asking if I had 
received a letter from her written Tuesday of last week . I 
h n d not. She has in the past had a in V ojfiriting a lettsr one week 
a nd mailing it the next which may er may not be one reason 
why the one she mentioned hasn’t come to hand • 

She said she thought she would not get down this way this 
week end when the O’Briens are expected back from Mew Orleans • 

She is under the imoression they will spend Saturday and Sunday 
in the Cane *iver country and on Monday proceed to Briarwood 
where they will try to persuade Caroline <f'*r*an to acoompcny them 
back to California for a prolonged visit * 'They may or may not be 
successful, what with the Dormon mentality being unpredictable • 

If Caroline is persuaded, then they will drive en with her to 
Marshall where they will spend a couple of days with Carolyn, and then 
the four of them will journey on to Waco to visit Helen and over 
to Marlin to call on Dr, Miller , If Careline D * will net go, then 
Carolyn R, and the O’Briens will Jeg along together:• 

I suppose the point in seeing Dr * Miller ie vo chat with 
a sympathetic soul who has dwelt in the Conge • I advised 
Carolyn she had better drop Dr, Miller a letter in advance, for I inag i 
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■ti /-rail, what with her advanced age and the 

‘r/porU cl.tnl tl Band fr.TBoUno. during th. past couple of goaro. 

Curmen Br.ao.nl. t.l.ph,on.d m. right after CurtlynJiad call.d. 

f.vx« ssv.‘; r°°}££* t "\.y 

iSJTuX ilTZd'V.h.mat 

trxxi .nai^n/sJ. -‘S &•* - 

a s)t Carmen to say Howdy for them ,• 

» tf tw«*n this paragraph and the'above, a telephone interruption 
kr.k. ll. SoZlo/y from Fort Worth , {.«»*»» Ju.t arrf inBatohiUok., 
was telephoning to arrange a tour . When I an9 ** r ' d n t ' n 9 . 
th# coice asked the identity of the speaker I /oll#»#d th# 2<n« 
which has become a custom in matters of such nxn b J d 
glibly remarked that it was Abraham Lincoln end that I was calling 

no one, —and huny up* 

. Ap arantly this method inspired a mending of one's tattered ways of 
bid manners . and probably infuriates the speaker, too, but 
invariably** second call is put throuyh and bu.in... f. transacted 

along civilised lines * 

I shall b# interested te learn if tomorrow's cmrs can **22 
something a bout Urs. Hobert Campbell who threatened te honor me with 
a flock of young ladies during the first week oj February • I haven t 
hiard a pe# since the letter announcing that inteutte* and here 

we are in March * 


V-. 

m©*t\ n 

I’ .V 


Wednesday, March 5r , 1954. 


. 




V* L 1 


farch* 


I «m supposed to get some clippings from the loccl newspaper cones 
the doinos e^/one Lie Bentley in Hatchitoohes, but these have not 
ToVuVanYas'let. I shall transmit them for your delectation 
when they do cone and 1 shdL 1 not want them b a ck . 

I did hxrxx hear one amusing squib from a non-sonss column 
in the local paper of recent vintage • A parent wro e a note 
to the school teacher, asking said teacher 
reprimands to Johnny by means of a paddle, W 2 ?*"*"* 

"we, his parents, have never struck at * our child, except in 

self defense *» 

I rather like d that on#* 


Ifr* $— 


■F- ■ — 


Memoranda.: 

4 

Hvu) nice to-find your elegant letter of Saturday, the 87th, in 
today's post. 

• 

Kes, 1 pan readily ima ine how impossible the hurly-burly of 
things nv -town and down, can be and just so long as I know 
that things are jogging along alright in the health section, 

I worry not at all . 

i 

You ask about th'e envelopes currently being used . The plantat- 
forgot to order the ones bearing the return address on them, ai d 
so 1 rja using ttiese in their stead,, but on the regular basis, and 
the accustomed on.es will be coming through ere long, I hope. 

There seem to be so many irons in the fire in ohe realm of 
plantation operatio'ns that minor things are sometimes forgotten, 

G s in the case of the envelopes and in the case of the ribbon 
for this machine which was supposed to have been supplied before 
the Florida hejira. My inexpert assistants ruined first one and tht 
the other of the black and, red ribbons which y 0 u so kindly sent a 
while back. Then I requested ine waster to get me a new one 
in town, but he forgot. I am drumming up th® same thing again on tht 
morrow, and I shall be glad when one comes to hand, --and I sigh 
when I think of the jiffy in'which you could adjust same to the 
machine as opposed to the 'excitement that will attend the 
"lacing up" of the new one. 

> ’• * 

I an indebted to' you for setting me stroi ght on so many 
points and especially the s situation as regards fL 1 the doings 
which radiate from south of the border. And I try not to envision 
the ensuing month and all that may imply, what with the presence of 
the gentleman from dow i yonder in yOur t fair city * I suppose, 
in view of the new liason t v may escape many a *socidL doings, but 
nevertheless there wi.ll undoubtedly be lots of other things requirin 
your attention which, were he no’ t aboutmight afford quieter eveni 


And how I must take some cold medecine and fold up my beard « 


I 
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it was so kind of you to enclose the clippings ad the 
<.transcripti which I am looking forward to absorbing on the 
morrow. There were interruptions , - one, two three, and 

so I did noi finish your letter. There was a fat one from 
la Storm which I did not open as yet and two or three others 
of no T rei moment, I hope. 

Little King passed thisway while the secretary was 
here. He leaves for CanpKiihmer, somewhere intx the Jerseys, 
tonight ajid expects to sail for Germany in about 10 days. He 
expects to remain there 1 3 motiiths. I was glad to chat with 
hi i, oj course, but what with dL 1 the mail, I wish the secretary 
had come earlier. 

t “ " * 

1 am delighted, that you have continued making notes on 
the Suasion poet and I know I 'shall relish them, as the earlier 
ones then they come to hand. 

I shall be interested in learning what news comes out of 
California The letter appears to be long-long and I suppose 
it may contain a travelogue and perhaps so account of local 
doings on the part of the O'Briens. 

How well 1 cp predated your observations as to knowing Just 
wnat 1 meant when 1 remarked that it was so pleasant Just being 
a lone Jor a little bit. My cold, I suppose, enervates me a 
bit and I am going to try to git some sleep between now and 
the approaching week end when there will undoubtedly be further Ion 
sittings with the 0 briens at the end of the day. It i 3 because 
they can probably sleep lute in the morning that they don't mind 
burning midnight oil. But since I am bound, to grab helpers 
in t’ie gardening section at dawn, when such help is available that 
gets my day join / early and of course x after those helpers 
have colled it a day, 'fien the mental operations with the 
C Briens just get under way. mt I shall survive the impending 
ween end, and after that, I shall try to gear waking hours to 
a more normal schedule and so get back my accustomed good health. 

I am<. so appreciative of your Saturday letter and to know how 
things turn. Bon t try to write when things hit a new pitch 
during the current month y knowing as you do, that I will 
n l ways un.ders and # My sleep will be the licp pier, however, tonight \ 
of the postman lar~ess as of'today...... 


Thursday , March 4th, 1954, 


Memorandum 

My day ia tha happier bacausa I continue to anjoy your 8atu 
lettar which coma to hand in yesterday 9 s post, 

.iitj’Jr o ■.:> v; ■'*•* ; v » s> c. u, 

I think I neglectad to think yaatarday for tailing na 
that Maxwall Bodenheim waa born in Batches, Of all thing*, 

I know tha Bluff City had producad same night atronga characters 
I had navar thought of him as numbered among than « I on 
daltghtad you told na this and among othara ta wham I must 
addraaa inquiries for additional particulars is Bora who ough t 
to love tha whole buainaao, It ia possible, however, that 
Bora never knew Max, either fg Hatches or Hew York and therefore 
might not be toe interested, I £ ways thought of him a e being 
pure crack-pot a nd always wondered why sow many silly girls 
could loose their »fnds over him as they certainly did, I 
knew a few who we ran t so silly but who were just as nuts as 
the others about him • 

Under separate cover I cm sanding twa or three onoloeurea tl 
may be of mild interest, Carolyn 9 s interested me because it 
carries eut so much of what she mentioned on t e telephone 
the other day # If she is going to do half the novel then I 
think we need not expect it will be submitted to me for a editU 
right away if this venture fellows her usual line of 
procrastination 

* 

I thought she rambled wonderfully fajg afield in the matter t 
Clemence 9 * initial painting of the chapel for I gather the 
point of n ll her talk a bout it was that she was anxious to 
obtain it. But she will not get it, for Clemence*s heart mould 
be broken if, after the dtsappointment over the presentation to 
start with, I ended up by giving it to someone else• 
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La Storm's letter seems long but is nevertheless 
interesting, and e specially her account of the religious 
settlement and her impressions of the races • 

I am folding up mg beard early tonight for my cough 
is tiresome and 1 think surly to bed is geed treatment for 
same • 


The thermometer didn't get about 42 today and along 
about 3 o'clock Carmen Breaaeale telephoned me to say that 
it was snowing tn Natchitoches • Thank the Lord none of 
it put in an appearance down this way • 



But I go her call JU3t as I can in from Arenbourg where 
I had been inspecting the new fence and doing a bit of 
trimming, — a foolish piece of business on my part, what with 
the wind so chill a nd my bark so constant • I am stirring up 
a hot grog and am hoping I may be well done with the cold on 
the morrow for I should like to brace myself a little against 
the Saturday and Sunday sitting with the O'Briens • 

I saw Celeste briefly at coffee this morning, The English 
bull dog ins just back J'rom town uhere he has been treated rea*n\ 
for pneumonia , Her boxer is at the Arlexandria dog hospital, 
having some more patching done on his ears 

* v * 

Between this paragraph and the above, I stepped out on the 
gallery in response to the racket Grandpa and Outer Mongolia wen 
m a king against the screen door, announcing they were in a mood 
for a second dip of I was astonished to see big old flakes 

of snow, spiraling downafd, eaoh flake as big as a postage stamp 
and apparently melting on touching the ground • It is nice to 
know that tomorrow's weather is supposed to be warmer, so that 
whatever of the stuff may survive the night will probably 
be eliminated early in the morning, I hops • 

t ' ■ 

A note from Rock H a ll says the sketch of "Land of Uncle Tom 
will be going forward to you shortly , Just a couple of prints 101 
be adequate for now, as I plan to do little with publicity until 
sometime Iter in the year or perhaps next ••••••• 
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Friday, March 5th, 1954 • 


Memorandum : 

When I glanced out of the window at dawning $ the place 
looked like a snow scene from a Japanese print • 

Except for green circles beneath the li e oaks and 
the magnolias, everything was white-white • 

Apparently the snow flakes that last night looked like 
postage stamps made of white felt, kept swirling down a good 
part of the night , And being moist, the clung to everything the 
touched • 

The first direction %n which I glanced was the White Garden 
and everything a bout it was white You cannot imagine how white 
and ghostjike the sun dial appeared on a field ofwhite against 
a white bamboo hedge and white leafless pecans trees beyond • 

Perhaps the woerdest effect as 1 saw it was the scene as vi 
from under the big oak, peeking toward the big house • The 
backdrop of the sky was gray white and so was the roof and the 
not to mention the white paint of the house itself and every 
bush and tree in the fore garden, « a u« foccasional curves of 
gray where the snow had not touched the lower side of a branch 
here and there • One couldn't tell where the bushes aid trees 
left off and the house and the sky began and it was all 
won or fully unreal and lovely • 

And most equally ^rxbelieveable was the fact that 
by 9 1 30 a transformation back to the usual appearance had been 
achieved and not a trace of snow was to be found anywhere • 

In the iris garden, the German iris bloomed as sturdily 
as yesterday and the aaelias, just coming into flower, were 
as colorful a d frsh as though they had never heard of an 
Artie snow storm through which they had Just passed • 

Tow or three times today, the 3un tried to come out and 
tonight tnere's a vague blurt against the chiffon olouds suggesi 
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ioa« of the major plantets might almost be successful, but 
the weather report ta for cloudy to partly coudy weather, 
and so I reckon the week end may be like March without snow, 

The postman made his accustomed rounds but brought nothing 
of any interest to me, I had thought there might be a card 
from the O'Briens but I suppose they may be the type who telepho ; 
rather than correspondm and I shd 1 prob a bly be getting a 
buss from them sometime on the morrow reateding the week end. 
When traveling a nd when encountering so many people as they are 
South Louisiana, 1 reckon it must be next to impossible to antic 
where one is going to be on a certain day and hour, I shd 1 pro . 
be here when they arrive but hope the Venks don't decide to hono: 
on this particular week end. 

It'8 curious how one can be about this place and 
somehow miss seeing people for days on end, For example, I 
saw J, H, last Sunday and although we both must have been at 
the store half a dozen times since then at the same time, we 
h a ve never bumped into each other and at supper, he must have 
always been in the big road, Pat seems to be almost as 
elsusive at his uncle although 1 do stumble over him at 
breakfast sometimes, He went to Houston one day this week 
did sold n Little Kva" us he styled his small car of European 
make wftich he brought back from London with hi i. 1 reckon 
the car is too light for the wear and tear of the long distances 
in America, 

My cold, I hope, is improving slightly, but very 
slightly, Fortunately I have no fever and so I am annoyed 
only at the coughing that seems to start in about the time 
I begin flattening myself out. 

It seems to me there was something I wai ted to comment 
on in response to an observation you made in your last 
letter. Hut as no s ecretaries showed up today, I could not 
refer to it. But I'll be thinking of it shortly and 
shdl make a mental note. 

And will you pardon me if my Sunday letter is unusually 
dull, Youwere nice enough to say that the ones of last week 
weren't too dull even though they were jotted down at strange 
hours of the night, I look forward with such keen pleasure to 
the departure of the Californias when one will feel almost 
certain the nightly conversations can be accomplished under 
more favorable circumstances, And Miss Lee may get a parallel 
break before long, too, I hope,,,,,. 


Sunday, March 7th, 1954, 


i\ j r. 3 


oexc Ji 


? ■ 


n o * * ‘ 


Memorandum : 


lift v! V 


Hew nice te begin this little chat en a ribbon from 
little Miss Lee the black and red type, which was put 
back into shape*by Farley and so adjusted to this machine, 

. 

I begin penning these lines at a half after midnight, which 
perhaps ought te make the date line read as of Monday, in a way, 

Friday morning's mantle of snow seemed as forgotten as last 
year's bird's nest by Saturday and Saturday turned out to be 
quite.a day 9 n the home front, so far as Sister was concerned, 
even though everything associated with her is so picayune that it 
never reaches any stage that ia above the grossly ordinary. 

She passed by Celeste s with her three children on Saturday 
morning at 11 Later I learned she would return te Melrose for 
5:15 supper, *One of the children telephoned J, H, from Cloutierile, 
along about 5:30, saying that his mama was really too drunk to drive 
a car. And so Pat drove to Cloutierville and picked up the lady 
a nd two of the children, the third one driving the Wenk car up 
here, trailing Pat Supper was a sh a mbles t with Sister announcing 
she was mad and no'one saying much t I was delighted when she 
and the children quit the board when I was finished, I returned 
to Yucca, assuming they would be en their way to Shreveport, ut 
J, H, and Pat decided she was really tee drunk for such a venture, ai 
they persuaded her she and the offspring should remain here until 
Sunday, which they did, I did not see them before they took 
off f 9r home this morning, 

•• i i «• s-'s 

From the enclosure, I assumed Irma and Farley would be here 
Saturday but I did not hear from them until ,this morning. They 
had passed through Lafayette where they met a Hr, Joel Fletcher who 
told them he was a Jriond of mine and insisted en them staying for 
dinner which they did. 
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We got together this afternoon about thru. They wanted t# 
get seme pictures ef tittle River and Cane, and as the weather was 
perfect, I think they were successful, Then we journeyed t$ tewn 
fer dinner and sbaok te Yucca where they remained until just new, 
Semebedy is giving a ceffee fer them in tewn en the merrew and 
then they 1 neve en te Briarweed, Marshall, etc, 

Tenight we spent the evening running threugh the eutline ef 
their proposed stery It seunded interesting te me but I 
cannet imagine it as*a best seller But they will surprise us all, 
perhaps, and that will be fine, 

I said Goodbye te them, feeling we had made the feundatiens f 
fer a firm friendship, The Marie Therese setry, as I see it, deesn' 
matter se much as the fact that interest in life has been quickened 
fer Farley and therefere his wife and already they envsien returning 
te Leuisiana fer at least a part ef each year, It seems a little ed< 
apparantly Farley be9 in * tee Leuisiana threugh wider eyes than 

befere, and apparantly likes what he sees, And that eught te 
make his family, including la Sterm, happy and se if this investment 
en their part ef the return te the Mississippi Valley gets in metien i 
certain creative impulses that have remained dermant fer seme 
time, then the whele effert will have been mere than werth while 
a ll areund, 

The impertant thing is peeple catching a glimpse ef the 
light, fer ence that has been recengised, they can readily 
eneugh find their ei on way, 

Lienel Jeanmard whem they had seen in Lafayette, sent me a ceup. 
ef bettle ef wine, and we sampled ene ef these -befere saying Geednigl 
and Goodbye, I eutlined a tale ef Leuisiana uhich weuld be 
in the nature ef a re-discevered Lest Horizon in Leuisiana in 
a fergetten garden n idea which seemed te entrance Parley whe 
wants te meditate In it when he has finished Marie Therese, I 
shall ge inte seme detail regarding this sketch at seme subsequent 
sitting, fer net enly is the end ef this page appreaching but alse 
the snd ef this day is beginning te clese tn and I must get 
a dab ef sleep befere a new dawn, M a y I say thanks again fer 
this ribben which seems te have tracked aleng all threugh this meme 
a nd which I like twice as much in view ef its seurce and the 
d a ys I have lenged te make use ef it again,,,,,,,. 
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Monday, March 8th, 1954, 


t 


Memorandum: 

How nice te find your Royal gift in the morning's 
post. It will be such a comfort knowing that these are te hand 
and that we may thus be able te avoid ene ef these prolonged 
spaces ef faint lettering threugh hich we have just passed. 

It is se kind ef you te give thought about such matters which 
ge se far in rounding out the requisites ef the day in this remote 
siatuatien, —a place which somehow seems te get mere remote en 
such occasions as when circumstai ces and stupidities prevent ethen 
from keeping normal contact with the outside world open. 

And somehow your gift seeemed doubly inspiration this morning 
it arrived with a dawn that seemed se drab because ef the rough nij 
I had gene through, NLj coughing ended up by inducing sea-sickness 
after the cookie-parting episode a n unpleasant ten minutes with m 
. and such carryings en until a little after 4 when I filially went ti 
sleep fer a couple ef hours. Naturally I felt anything but 
human when it was time to get a garden section te going, but semehi 
the little package from little Miss Lee, carrying with it the prom i 
uninterrupted conversations ahead somehow gave me a new lease en 1\ 
a nd the balance ef my day seems te have jogged aleng alright. 

But tenight I shall swim areund in seme Vicks salve and swalli 
seme hot tea and I am under the impression the night will pass 
in sleep which will be se pleasant and that en the merrew, I shall 
have but definitely turned the corner, Zelma tells me Dr, Band 
is planning te come up te the camp tomorrow and I have abked 
her te tell him te pass this way, I hope the conversation 
may be exclusively social but if I need professional services, it 
is nice to knew he is about. 


is it ? 
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When this morning's peat brought several air letters and 
a registered envelope for the O'Briens to whom I had 
thought 1 had said Goodbye last night, it seemed to me the kind 
thing to try and catch up with them which I did not at their 
hotel but at the Pierson's where they were coffiee guests. And 
sothey drove down here to pick up their a mail and then headed 
out for Briarwood t Marshall and Holl\^wood. I got the idea from 
what they had to say that they weren t too anxious to make the 
Waco jauht and perhaps that will be skipped as they want to get 
back home by next Saturday, <fhy Carolyn conSeived the idea in 
tne first place, I don t know, end her reasons may have been sow 
what with delen laboring during waking hours the travelers ioouh 
be spending most of their time with people like Lucille, I suppoi 
who would be long on the social side but that would be one elemei 
uhich the O'Briens in their present pursuits would not care mud 
about. 

' 

I should have liked to hear the Miami speech of the ex-Gov. 
of Illinois on Saturday night but I missed it. The racket that 
resulted when it struck the junior Senator ffrom Wisconsin was 
to be expected, I guess. Saving finished off the United States > 
it must seem like small stuff now that he feels moved to take on n 
the Columbia and Nation Broadcasting companies. Long before thi 
late date, I suppose psychiatrists have written articles about the 
working of the McCarthy mind and 1 suppose they have all co?icl’id<: 
that he some kino' of a twisted kick out of his cruelty and i 

there is added satisfaction in daring to do ov-tra^eous things mu 4 
at the hr ginning he has no hopes of winning but which, througl 
sheer audacit , he sometime s, to his amazement, overcomes withou^ 
the necessity of hatting an eye-ldbh. 

That Mr, Hisenhower should have selector’- • ,J chord tf- ~rii tv 
speck th*rcfirp hliccn g r cc in thi c Mrri'j -??• iti c -McJ '■ 'thy- ^ h, 1, 
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Tuesday, March 9th, 2954* 


Memorandum : 

#•10 nice to /i»d your Thursday-Friday letter in today's post. 

o » . . « . . ^ t,-j • • ' ft . ' • \ ’ " \ 

t 

J started a espouse rearlier but discovered that for some rea$' 
the ribbon was not reversing • I believe I have corrected that, and 
if so, this ought to jog along alright • out if things suddenly 
start fading out, don t be alarmed, fer it will be the Reyal and 
not Lesfdn who is passing out • 

. 

And may I thank you for enclosing the clipping which I shall 
read with vast interest on the morrow • Everyone who was interested 
Southern history will regret his passing . Isn't it odd that of all 
people, so long associated with Missiseippi should be bounced off t< 
Massachusettes, ofaLl places, by typographical slip, 

I always thing of Postell when I think of Sydnor for 
both of them were remarkable research workers and the whole field 
of their interest has been made wonderfully fertile by their 
devotion to their calling • I think I may have mentioned before 
how unhappy was Mrs. Moore when she accepted an invitation to 
dine with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sydnor at their home, —in 
Oxford, Miss., I believe. Mrs. Moore had leeked forward eagerly 
to a prolonged and delightful sitting wherein feed would figure 
but secondarily to the pleasures of the subject which meant so 
much to her and her host. But to her dismay, the whole dinner 
was dominated by rs. Sydnor who complained bitterly throughout 
the entire evening that her husband was forever fiddling around 
in nasty old moth-eaten papers and writing bosks like the slave 
thing and the Wailes biograph which w^re nothing, according to 
her but old traeh whereas if v he weren't so contrary he could 
just as well be spending his time w riting bosks like "Gone With 
the find" which would make the family ejtfpiiently rich so that she 
wouldn't have to bother about anything ai y more. 


..... 


/HU 1 


What a pity such a gifted many sheuld have been tied to 
such a scatter brained bag. Well, now she will have an epportunity 


• i i, 
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Wednesday, ^aroh 10th, 19 54 


t» find her self a male Margaret Mitchell and then everything sught 
to be lovely, 0— for her, 

If I can set hand to it, I shall enclose a letter in today's 
post from Robina. I think you will find her observations 
regarding her. opinion of Mr. McCarthy quite interesting, and 
the letter is important because of this, since, I presume, it 
undoubtedly expresses the slant of a lot of substantial people 
who are still following the McCarthy bally-hoo because the Presiden 
has never had the wisdom to come out straight from the shoulder and 
make his position quite clear to peope like Robina • The 
more I contemplate the matter, the more I think McCarthy has a chan 
to wreck the Repbulican Party unless, as Pat remarked the other day 
Mot in this country will he ever live long enough to get a chance 
to become very much more disagreeable than he already has." And 
he may have a point there, 

I think it illuminating in trying to understand the mind of th. 
average person when we have an example, such as the present case, wi 
lived all through the rise to power of dictators abroad, who 
saw decent, conservative people like herself, follow along in the 
wake of all the flub—dubbery, never foreseeing , never suspectino 


Memorandum s 

It would appear to be summer, except for the high 
winds • As these have been blowing constutly from the direction 
of the Gulf, they must be giving great assistance to the 
migratory bird,s. 

I was interested to learn from the Dee Moines radio last 
night that a couple of hundred thousand geeese have already 
put in an appearance in the feeeding grounds along the Missouri 
I learned, too, that smaller birds never figure in the earlier 
migrations, —only the larger geese • It seems the larger 
ducks come later and after them the smaller ducks • I 
a m wondering if this size factor also appears in the ranks 
of the non-aquatic birds and if, indeed, because o their 
smallness, the humming bird is always the last in the parade • 

' 

I should have been as happy to avoid the high winds today, 
feeling uncertain as to the amount of voo-dooo and of 
basic scientific belief in the wisdom of cold suffers avoiding 
air in commotion, but it was difficult to divest myself of 
qppointments of some time standing and then, between times, I w 


worn vrto wvxwjky v r vv ^ - 9 ” -r ” -- 

intellectual but perhaps a, pretty good cross section of the 


traveling public • I sampled their cCarthy m isrn and discovered 
that 28 out of 28,hile regretting the Seantor's methods somette, 
all approved of his heroic efforts to- eradicate Communism from 
"the upper" brackets of the Federal Government. I suppose it 
would be well to keep tn mind this sampling of public opinion as 
onefulminates agdnst the Eisenhower tender consideration of 
the Seantor, although, at the same time, I think 
the President will never get converts to his concepts if he 


• U T 
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keeps en making statements which everyene within hearing 
has te interpret as best he may since the intetnien of the 
speaker appears te be to combine the words in such a way 
that they will offend nobody —and, of course, inspire nobody. 



One of today s pilgrims I feel I shall hear more about, 

She appeared without the patent of an appointment just 
before I was to. receive SO biddies from some place and so I could 
give her but fleeting attention, In speak yng of the lady later, I 
learned from the store that she had arrived in much Cadillac or Roll 
attended by liveried servants, etc, 


I bumped into her hard by the African House, Calling me b name 
and putting forward her best French, she announced that she was 
Mrs, Mary Brown of Pasadina, California and had been longing to 
hold communion with me for some time, Her chauffeur, black as 
che ace of spades, was standing d 1 attention, near bye, and 
as he was later to indicate, it was his business to snap photographs 
of scenes to which Madam Brown would wave a wand of interest, he 
lady and ,the chaufeur both had impeccable manners and both, I 
think, were either definitely balmy or at least vaguely crasy in 
a delightful sort of way, 

.■ v ..4 i't'v o3r c ta t.•••>a • ' ‘iuoj'e 1 

Our conference was broken into by people h a ving an appointment 
on whom I insisted giving priority, naturally and so somehow 
Madam Brown and cortege faded from the local scene, heading toward 
Hatches, so Madam town had told me earlier in the confersation, 

I shall touch on this chance meeting subsequently if any additional 
p rticulars come to hand, 

The letter from Miss Bormon was a pleasant surprise• It was 
an unpleasant surprise of minor consequence, however, that she 
felt moved to go into particulars about the negro and his inepitude 
fashioning bird houses, Knowing as she does the racial make up of 
the local secretariat, it seemed>to me she might easily enough remar 
she preferred doir^g the stuff herself since some people, —instead o, 
the negro, - didn t turn the things out the way she was pleased to 
have them, 

i, \* zu* S.«i« «J t v-v* c U«v, U;u. 

But be that as it may, I had sent the gourd collection to 
Briarwood. the day b efore by.the O'Briens and I had left it to 
Caroline to do whatever cutting was to do be done in the way she wist 
My cold is loosening up, I think, and what with summer weather all o 
the place, I am probably definitely on the mend ,,,,••• 


■ • •' •: < rz ' / ~ t :; ,, 

Thursday, March 11th, 1954, 




* t t 

■ t 

Memorandum : 

•' ■ -:0 V- r r, i • • ' 'V.\- 0 : it .. 

How nice to find your air mail 
your acknowledgement to J^ock Hall, 


, together with the copy of 

in today's post. 


And how nice of you to say so many encourageing things about 
the Land of Uncle Tom and how wonderfully noble of you to go 
to all the trouble and with such dispatch to get the likeness 
struck off andto get the thing winging on its way to be again so 
it may reach here along about the 18th or thereabouts. 

If there should be some delay in forwarding the envelope, 
as might happen, should the photographer disappoint you or some 
such, I pray you not to put yourself out about rushing the envelope, 
for it is obvious that it will come to hand in ample time prior to 
the receipt of the merchandise and cuts can be made easily enough 
for the newspapers prior to the release of the merchandise for public 
sale. 


I cannot tell you how much sheer pleasure it gives me in 
being encouraged by your approval of the design and by the generous 
assistance you contribute to the culminating efforts in bring 
(bringing), forth these individual items goipg to make up the 
Cane River story on porcelain. There are always people who will 
like this or that item when it has been set forth, and while it 
is pleasant to know this or that person has found satisfaction 
in the thing, the r*a2 delight is experienced in the doing of the 
thing getting the thing "rigged up" for public presentation, and 
that Is why it s so much fun having your shoulder to the wheel along 
side of mine in the actual doing. Again I thank you with all 
my heart for all the unalloyed joy your kindness brings to me. 


It is good to know you didn't get bogged down with quite so many 
as you had anticipated last week end, I have no doubt you made up 
for lost time and people soon enough after the week had moved 
a little further along # If only you can avoid too many nightly 
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Friday, March 12th, 19 54, 


demands on ysnr time and strength, for as one recently through a 
lias arduous mill, I know how much starch that can take out of one, 

Sometimes I s a ue this or that more difficult hand written letter 
/• r Dr, Knipmeyer to interpret, for only you and he can get anywhere 
with epistles from such pens as, say. Madam Marco, But poor 
Dr, Knipmeyer couldn't read anything today, —and fortunately I 
didn't have any long hand stuff much cti yway For the good doctor 
seems to be heading agd n into the same sorl of cold which I have 
been having, —he thought he had emerged once but it came back, 

I was interested in his opinion of the distemper what with his 
daily experience jn medical circles, He believed it to be some 
new or different virus that is making the rounds, and this 
Particular breed seems to strangle the patient off snd on at 
any old time during the 24 hours of the day, but more violently 
and persistently at night f apparantly when one thinks one is a bout 
.to go to sleep but ends up by not doing so, I pause to knock 
wood as I report that I really seem ever so much better and 
what with today's thermometer in the 8o's and the breeze not quite 
so strong, I am hoping i may definitely turned the corner 

Just before leaving Yucca for the Post Office this morning, 

I heard Celeste's two dogs making a racket on the back 
gallery, They are always chewing at each other in 

play and I thought nothing of it until I heard one of the big chatrs 
being knocked over, On investigating, I discovered the 
white bull dog on qne end of the hempen rug, stretching 
between St, Oiggin s and the Chapel, and the spotted boxer, his 
teeth set in the other end of the rug, —each pulling for all he 
was worth, and tearing the thing to shreds, I was provoked and 
amused at the same time, I wish Cel siteiog-: nu: c’. • i ,p ' r 
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Memorandum : 


i ■ 


33. T 


’ z w . 


Poor Nina,,,,,,,,, 

**<\ 0*' Z 4 lCiVU;’ SHO'-'- C *J -» •’ ’v> 

From her letter, we can easily imagine what a trying week he 
was hers. By now, the question then in her mind has been settle 
A fresh candle burns in the Chapel tonight, retroactive in the p 
covering the difficult days already passed and lifting its littl 
beam to Hg aU en in hopes that what last week end seemed a sympton 
have turned out to have been but a false sign, 

> *.» 1 • :! * V vt v » \ 

I must write her a note tonight. How happy we shall all be 
when again we have news from her, 

v ■ I i 1 .30 

On the radio front, E, Roscoe M, must have had a wide audie 
tonight. The list of distinguished names he enumerated to 
demonstrate that the McCarthy charge of Communism against 
the educational organisation was listened to but casually to moo 
listeners, I suppose, and those who recognised any of the names 
of the distinguished people were probably restive for Mr, M, to 
get on with his story. But like Reason being addressed in the 
1950's to Hitler enthusiasts, the Morrow broadcast probably fail 
in its purpose, since the dispassionate were already convinced o , 
his correctness while the "great unwashed", if listening at all 
would comprehend nothing less strident than something approximat 
the McCarthy means of projecting a desired message. 

The spectacle of a United States Senator proclaiming to the 
world, —and a lot of the world outside the United States is lis 
ing, —that the American Army is trying to blackmail his committ i 
shocking and again the prestige of America suffers slap around tl 
globe. The Republican Party or the President or both could 
correct a lot of present and future damage by denouncing the man\ 
But courage in high places seems to be woefully lacking and Amer 
will long be paying the price of this Republican shilly-shallyini 
How lucky are the Kremlin boys in having McCarthy slinging 
rotten eggs at respectable people and services of the American 
Government which they themselves couldn't possibly reach on 
their own hook I have no doubt McCarthy is insane but I can 
only pussle ana marvel at the blindness of people like Robina, 





1 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS# #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




9 

at 

o 

It 


93 


9i 

2 


OJ . 

9 
1 i ■ 

.c c- 

llC 

5 : . 


B i 

>. ’ 

IU1 

T3' 

i' 



6692 





A telephone from, the President of the Natchitoches Garden 
Club this morning announced that a letter had just come to 
hand from Ur, Pratt of Ladies Home Journal, saying that aGuide 
togardens and homes of distinction in the old South was 
or is in preparation and would an appropriate list, giving 
a flock of enumerated particulars be forwarded to [fim, covering 
this area. Whether, ,th>e. Hui.de is to be a volume by itself or 
something the Ladies Home ournal is to publish serially , I 
know not, 

. 

The reason I was called was because the President of the 
Garden Club didn t know how to go about answering the thing and 
how to procure the desired information. Smart me, I would, 

I told her to have 50 carbon copies made of the questions asked 
by Ur, Pratt and that we would insert the name of individual ho. 
and mail sheets to each owner, asking that the answers be given 
after whiph we would bundle up the batch and pass them along 
t* Nr, Pratt, I like the idea of such a uide and am glad to 
lend .a hand preparing the list for; this region, AMong other 

Beaufort and Magnolia doesnlt or dsn t want to be listed and th . 
will be several others, —people who want all the advantages 
of whatever goes with an old plantation but always unwilling to 
assume any share or responsibility in compiling such a list 
or making it possible for anyone outside their immediate family 
to get a look at the. set-up. And so the list, so far as Cane R 
is concerned, will be sketchy at best but a generation or a dost 
generations hence, on consulting the listings, will find the 
names of a few of the ante bellum places regardless while the 
names of the unlisted places like the names of their 
slsthful owners of today will remain "unwept, unhonored and unsi 

For the last three days we have been promised rain, Ve we 
supposed to have some this afternoon and tonight, but 
a fat moon rides high in a cloudless sky and nothing from 
where I sit seems to carry the slightest suggestion of moisture 
from on high. 

And so another week end unfolds with every promise that 
it may have none of the hurly-burly of last week’s holiday. It 
is pleasant to report that the cold seems to have definitely to; 
off and I hope the prospects for peace andsolitude for 
your immediate neighborhood approximate mi)le as of the moment,. 


IjJih 
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Sunday, Uarch 14th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

I had to change this sheet almost before I started 
for in the date line, * began by putting the word January 
instead of March, The fact is that the freak March weather 
has all the ear marks of January and none of those of Spring, wha 
with ice on the big pot this morning and the promise of 3 2 
degrees for tonight and tomorrow night. 

Fruit trees, according to the radio, have been robbed of 
this yea's crop almost before it got started and many a 
tender plant which usually is putting up by this time still 
. remains with its head covered with a thin layer of Mother Earth, 
I, for one, am not sorry we are to have a few more days of coel 
weather for there are. lots of things I want to do before 
the heat really gets turned on, 

~i . \ i. . 

Yesterday was cloudless but we saw no sun. The 
breeze got around in the Northwest and brought us the Texas 
top soil which had blowing in ,the other direction earlier in 
the week. The air was so clogged with dust particules that 
from the bamboo hedge, I couldn’t see to the Bermuda road, which, 
as you know, isn t so far from here, 

I thought of that play of Giraudou or somebody about 
the Fall of Troy when I joined the folks across the fence for 
dinner today. You will recall that in that French theatrical 
piece, the idea was propounded that the Trojan war was started 
not by a devastatingly beautiful woman but by some scatter brainet 
secretary who wanted to take the afternoon off to get a new 
hair do or some such aid so gave things a push in her office 
that not only permitted an hour extra for getting done up, but 
also, in giving the thing a twist at just the right moment, 
started a business that wrecked Troy and upset all Greece 
for a decade or more. 

Some friend of Celeste s appeared at her door this morning, l 
the daughter of another friend of hers with her, asking if they 
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might walk in the gardens, Celeste screamed and carried on 
so high at dinner t you would have thought she had lo3t her mind. 
She simply can’t be tormented and worn out by people coming 
this way and finally she reached such a pitched, J, H, said he 
would close the place down completely, Of course, we have to gc 
through one of these scenes about every three months and l shoul 
be used to them but I get more annoyed by her stupidity with 
each repetition and I'm studying up some trick that will 
bring her off her horse with a bang before too many days have 
elapsed, 

I am delighted to report that little Miss Clemence had a 
fruitful week end, selling I know not how many pictures to peop'l 
whom I sent her way on Saturday, Four different people bought 
out her four pictures of theChapel she had painted and 
I purchased one on behalf of the Faley O'Briens who had left 
money with me to pay her, should she e ver decide to make 
another Chapel picture, Clemence also told me she had told a 
large baptisin' and a large funeral picture and I am 
delighted she had such a profitable Saturday, Gradually 
I turn her in the direction of local scenes such as the African 
House, the Chapel, etc,, on the theory that people prefer 
buying things which recall to mind scenes with which 
they are familiar 

Tonight's Meet the Press turned out much as one would 
have expected, with Hoy Cohen adroitly side stepping answers to 
questions whose answers might have •thrown light on the present 
controversy and at the same time, voicing his responses in such 
a fashion a 8 to give the impression of thrthfulness, 

I haven t heard commentators mention the letter McCarthy wrote 
the Army, telling them they weren t to be influenced by 
tie thought that he would ever contemplate asking for special 
favors for anybody, ~this letter writen three or four months 
ago. It seems to me an obvious defense mechanism on his part 
since there would certainly be no point in any Senator writing 
such a letter if any Seantor didn't have in mind some 
chicanery that might be brought up at some later date. 

After all, it would seem to me unnecessary for any bank 
director to write to the President of the bank, stating he 
had no intention of stealing bank funds, 

• 

And so begins a new week, and I am hoping this week 
end held a moment of leisure or at least quiet for little Miss 1 
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Monday, March lbth, 2954. 


Memorandum : 

The weather remains cold • There was ice this morning, 
tut the sky was cloudless and as the dust bowl must be blowing 
in ai other direction, the sunshine today and the moonlight 
tonight appear wonderfully bright, 

' \ ' 

Along about 9:30 I came in the front gate, after having 
been to the post office. Along by the big palm, I was surprised t 
see a couple of pilgrims entering the side gate. They had seen 
me and were coming to meet me. You could have knocked me 
down with a fender, for they were none other than Hobina and 
Caroline Dormo7i, 

* * 

Hobina had written on Saturday that she would be down today. 
Heaven knows where the letter is but it will come along eventually 

I thought Caroline looked no thinner than usual and she 
seemed in the gaiest frame of mind, Hobina looked wonderful but 
when I offer them some sherry they had brought, I noticed Hobina's 
hand tended to shake quite a bit, 

I don't recall any particular news they had to relate but 
it was fun talking over whatever had gone between the last*time 
we had had a sitting, but we didn't go into the recent illness 
and death of ole Virginie, t 

* 

They dined at the big house with Pat, the clerk and me, and 
after dinner called on Celeste for a little while, Hobina 
left Caroline talk; g there and came over to Yucca to chat 
with me. She said that the enconiums of praise that Celeste 
unr eeled concerning her admiration and love for me were 
as extravagant as anything she had ever heard anybody say about 
another # I told her I was sorry I couldn't reciperocate, - 
although I had to confess that Celeste is probably as kind as 
she possibly cane be, 

j j. • , !.; v : S J frilO &Jtm lltti. 

The gal8 took off for Briarwood at 2j45 and I turned to 
gardening for a couple of minutes when Blythe arrived at 3 o'clock 
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a /lock of people from. Long Island and the Lord Knows where all, 

They remained until supper time t immediately after which 
a representative of some Cuban magazine or newspaper appeared 
and remained until first drak He had in mind doing a 
story about the economic aspects of the cane river country but 
ended up by asking if he might do an article about me and 
praying me to have dinner with him in town Imagine, 

♦ s7 ' v i 

I read a little last night from the Furnas book on "R, L, i 
Although the personal, ity of Stevenson nqver interested me much, i 
writing of Furnas is such that it doesn t seem to matter if 
one has interest in the subject of the biography and there 
are little detours to interesting geographical spots, such 
as Mentone and digressions to contemplate various people which, < 
in miniature, are illuminating in one's glimpse ef the close of 


tf.e Idtii century, Ihe picture of Mrs, Li dwell is particularly 
pleasant for in travel clone, her early career- cccr.c cuitc 
unique, She was **~rr in Mrclcvi, spo t v cf Is • ool 

Lernany, the n "vf t -> 


S, n , 

the 


• i.rn. 


< i ■ ■■ 


J- 


! i c a r 
— Jo. • '• 


l~vr< 

u v> 

Cm '• 


a Ur 


l I 

: ' *•>- • : J > <■ < i, s tuc . -j md I can t think just 

when, I dug some Guernsey lilies to send the Ur, and Mrs, Hughes 
of Little^ock, as they had admired them last September or October 
when they were here, I discovered, when packing them, that I 
, had dug more than I needed and so I shall put the remaining 
ones around the sun dial t a small solid circle of a 4 or 5 foot 
diameter around the base of the column and then a broken circle 
around the outer ribbon grass, and the whole business ought to 
look quite entrancing, I imagine, when September comes a round and 
the uernesys begin pushing up out of the. ground before their 
folliage puts in an appearance , 

• •* 

Sun rui\3 out the day and now I must hasten to catch a re-braodc 
of Mr. Eisenhower on taxes to which I shall probably not subsecirbe 
its entirity. Any so I break off, hoping that your day, following 
the week end, ha3n t been too much...... 


. Tuesday, March 16th, 1954• 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your letter of Friday in today's post, 

And how kind of you to take time out at the busy end of a busy 
day to send me such a sweet message, As indicated in a memo a day 
to back, your wish, that I might be alright again by the time 
your letter came to hand was indeed realized, 

Somehow just the receipt of thi3 expressed wish seemed to add 
new vigor to enterprises that were already starting to perk, 

Thank you much and bless your heart for being so kind 
to me, t 

• 

In the same post with your letter came one from Rock Hall whic 
would seem to suggest that they must have set all hand8 to the pump 
on the Land of Uncle Tom plate for, according to the letter, 
the shipment went forward on Thursday, the 11th, 

Sometime the passage seems to require one week and sometimes 
more than two but I reckon it will arrive well before Easter, 

I much prefer h a ving the merchandise to hand before the publicity 
appears, and so it will apparantly be in this instance• 

t And in the same mail came a letter from Mary Pringle. If 
I can set hand to any of this stuff, I shall enclose. I find it 
up hill business to do business with Lynda Jones. Undoubtedly 
3he is the finest doll maker in Louisiana with heaps of imagination 
and talent but so stupid as to hold up making the doll I ordered 
in order to ask me what Uncle T 0 m looked like and what size doll 
I wanted. 

Since Uncle Thomas was a character of fiction one person s 
guess as to what he looked like is as good as another's I suppose, 
and as for size, I recommended in my response, posted ten minutes a 
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the letter arrived, certainly must have clarified the size matter 
to everyone's satisfaction • I said Ijhat as I had not been able to 
get a price out of the lady and didn t know if her dolls cost fifty 
cents or fifteen dollars, and since 1 assumed that an average sized 
thing would be easier to stir up than anything exceedingly small 
or excessively large, I thought it would be nice if the lady would 
undertake whatever size seemed easiest for her, and if the thing 
turned out to be anything between the length of a postage stamp and 
the height of the Statue of Liberty, I would be much entranced, 


Thus Time jogs along, the plates start rolling a?»d the bag 

asks me what..Vncle Tom looked like and casts aside her work basket 

await _ . . ' 0 n the matter, What a business, 

mrt r>n*r>*nn u 

* 

Ora telephoned me today to recommend a novel by Esther Forbes 
whose biography of Paul Revere turned out so pleas n tly a few 
years b a ck, The new book is 

Rainbow on the Road 

by Esther Forbes, 

published by Houghton Mifflin, 

She says she just started it but was delighted with what she 
dipped into Apparently it is a New England thing or at least 
opens there*, and the time is somewhere in the firsi half of the 
19thcentury, perhaps around the 1820's or 1830's f and ha3 to 
do about a youthful painter who plies his trade up and down the roao 
was so often the custom for artists to do way back yonder. 


iso- ' 


mu 


li 


What with Miss Frobes and her fame for authenticity, her novel 
ought to be both instructive and entertaining, I should imagine, 

I thought I would mentioned it on two counts, —for your delectatic 
should you stumble over it, and as a suggestion for the next 
Library of Congress recommendation, 

V —• 

Clemence came to see me, asking if she could have some ribbon 
for her garden. She could. The weather, although a little warmer, 
is still chill for this time of year in Louisiana t --60 during 
tKe day, a promise of 40 for tonight, —and that a is an improvemer, 
over yesterday, since it dropped to 32 again last night as 
ice on the sugar pot indicated at dawning, 

t 4 . 

My day has been so happy, thanks to your thoughtful message, Le 
me get ahead of next Sunday by hoping it may be calm and quiet for 



Wednesday, March 17th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your photograph package in today s post. 

It was so kind of you to do all this f and I am not unmindful of 
how many different elements were involved # And what with w their 
arrival today, I can get off one of the prints tonight so 
that the engraver may get to work on a plate and thus be able to 
get some newspaper space prior to Easter, 

• 

. The package travel perfectly and was received as flat and 
svelt as when it left your true hand. And as for the photo itself, 
it seems to have been accomplished with unnsua1 success since 
all the derails appear as "clear as a Christian" I am 
delighted with the whole thing and for the billidnth time, I 
call down blessings on your head for being so kind to me, 

t. 1 1 

The sun shone all day but it clouded up this evening, and 
as it is warmer, perhaps it will rain. The Government issues a 
weather forecast for the month and yesterday's release was for 
utiusually dry weather The pastures and the cotton fields 
need rain and I suppose the pecanes and the forest does, too. 
Eventually it will arrive but let us hope not in torrents as 
of last year. 

The New ork weather report for St, Patrick s Hay was that of 
chilliness, The same news cast mentioned that March 17th 
is the natal day of the Vice President's wife Pat Nixon, even 
thought Elmqr Davis has pointed out that her*name is Thelma 
and she wasn t born on the 17th of March, But if she like Pat as 
a name and March 17th as a birthday, I certainly have no objects, 

I heard her husband's reply for the President to the Democratic 
Convention speech of Mr, Stevenson. I thought the Nixon delivery 
first rate ancf regretted he is such a fraud. Come to think of it, 
McCarthy hasn t a bad radio presence, — he and Harnett Kane, but 
Lord, what a bundle of business hides behind those voices. 


\ 
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Thursday, March 18th, 1954, 


And now I must talk with you for a moment about a mildly 
amusing custom, obtaining, I gather, in urban centers, but 
non-existant in this rural area. And because it dosw't exist, 
at this bend of the river, the functioning of the courtesy when 
town people pass this way, makes a profound impression on me, 

I assume, —and I am be wrong, — that it must be the custom 
in town for callers on an acquaintance, to pick up the milk bottle 
if they chance to find it at the front door. As milk is not 
delivered in the country, no bottle graces the family doorstep, and 
tie custom oj presenting a r^ilk bottle to the answerer of 
q tap of at the door doe3n t obtain, except when town people chance 
to be the callers. Occasionally I get a bottle of chocolate milk 
from the dairy truck passing this way. Sometimes I put it in the 
ice box at the big house if the weather is warm. If it is cool , 
however, I incline to put the bottle on my threshold between the 
screen door and the door to my boudoir. And so, every time town peoi 
Pass this way, I find them, when responding to their knock, holding 
my milk bottle which they bring in to me. Time and again this 
happens and, on Monday when Robina, Caroline and I reached Yucca and 

V X6d V] 6 ■ d L 00 . r * Robina reached down and picked up the milk bottle 
and brought it in the house for me. It was warm inside, and 

hour later, when the ladies weren't looking, I put the 
ly °!* * he P° o1 doorstep again. When Blythe arrived with a fl 
ri * ,lds that afternoon, she handed me my milk bottle, as she 
entered. Eventually, a nd t long last, I got it out on the 
threshold again, Yesterday Mr, Morris of Natchitoches, chanced to 
stop at the store just as I was coming out. He had brought me 
a belated Christmas present, - a bottle of wine, I asked him to 
walk m the gardens a bit with me, I carrying the milk and the 

w ^aching Yucca, I put the milk down on the threshold as I 

fl ! re l a Vl ed J itle b u ttle n of wine 1 thought we might sample. 

But as i closed the door, M r , Morris sighted the milk bottle I 

had deposited as we entered, and catching the door before I had compl 

+i°tl d l U rec i ched down and Picked a it up, saying, as he handed it 

t° h'ld Lie " re 8 y ° Ur chocolate milk y° u forgot and left on the 


i . 


Don't you think that's a scream. 

Well, Lord, it seems to me I had other mx small 
must suffice for this sitting. Only let me tell you 
whole heartedly I appreciate all the kindnesses involved 
presentation of the Land of Uncle T om photographs . 


talk but this 
again how 
in your 


i . 


I' 


3 a' 


Memorandum: 

Marvelous to relate, we are having a little sprinkle, 

I reckon there will be scarcely enough "dew" to make much 
impression, and I still have two faucets running in the 
garden tonight , but every little bit helps and the proff that 
it really hasn t forgotten how to rain is encourageing, even if 
we don t get much. 

The youths and maidens of color from the nego college up 
in Northern Louisiana passed this way today, A letter from 
them arrived too late for me to write but I reached 
them.in town this morning, asking that they come this a fternoon, 
I suppose there were around 30 of them and such pleasantly 
civilized people they were. At least a half dozen of them were 
busy jotting down everything that was said and I left them 
alone in the African House for a few minutes in order they might 
have a look at things without somebody standing around to 
distract them. When I returned, all six were busy as bees, 
taking down what one of the non-scribe3 was reading to them 
from each individual plate, I suppose they were all a round 
BO years old and I was surprised at.the uniform concentration 
of ill of jiic n :• , y . 1 . , i.„ .. r 


V r.t 


k w. 


v /.ad i c c i. t. . assimilate in the Cabildo Everyone seemed 

delighted with the visit and naturally I was entranced that 
they all had such a pleasant hour, 

¥ 

For the first time in ever so long, I got a chance to 
hear Lowell Thomas tonight. It must have been one of 
his "off nights" for he stumbled over words several times during 
his newscast, and some of the errors were understandable enough, 
and some he corrected, but his average of errors was so high, 

I found myself wondering if he was laboring under some 
physical difficulty, One thing that sounded rather funny was 









I - ■> • 
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was his reference to the number of Jews killed by Arabs, slaughtere 
in an attack on a bush, He said the Arabs had ambushed a bush 
and then a sentence later, ke explained that it was a bus not air 
bush that had been ambushed, 

Perhaps I mentioned in yesterday's memo that a lady had passed 
this way yesterday, a woman with more ability to comprehend 
what things were all about than the usual run of the mill, From 
her card, I learn her name i3 Vera Higdon and that she 
h a s something to do with the Velcome^agon, some sort of a 
business contact thing, out of 'emphis, I c a n t recall if 
I mentioned yesterday a remark she made that I found arresting when 
3 he observed that what made a tremendous impression on her at 
Melrose was the fact that Melrose isn't like Louisiana, --the 
Louisiana 3he has known of over sized houses, endless cement 
roads and the rattle and bang of commerce, I am glad 
she mentioned her impression for it gives one pause, whether her 
impression is that of the general public or not, Perhaps, if she 
is right, Melrose still holds more of the 18th century African 
element than most of the plantations have preserved, 

The letter from Melon Hughes is of no interest except that 
it must have crossed with dexterity one which I wrote her 
on Monday, telling her that I had shipped a bushel of Guernesy 
lily bulbs, I could have so easily sent some other roots at the 
same time, had I known she wanted some, which I suppose I did, but 
forgot, And now I can't remember what she means by "ginger lilies" 
I am under the impression she may have in mind the butterfly 
lilies which people are forever calling ginger lilies dL though the 
latter, actually is, in a manner of speaking, "a horse of another 
hue" But as both come into flower a bout the s ame time, it is 
possible Helon may have seen both when here last summer, The 
real ginger lily as we know it here suggests a cockade worn in the 
hat by a Chocolate Soldier, and the butterfly lily is something I 
need not describe, I had better inquire of the lady before sending 

I m hoping to do a dab of reading tonight although I 
am hoping the tempo of the drrizle may be stepped up to such a 
point that I shall be lulled to sleep by its patter,, . 


661 , 


Friday, March 19th, 2954. 


Memorandum: 

It continued sprinkling a bout all night, dropping down about 
a third of an inch, all of which soaked itself into the dry earth in¬ 
stantly, and so accomplished a maximum of good, Today was sunny and 
humid but there was scant evaporation, what with so much dust in the . 
that direct rays were scattered long before reaching the soil, 

Joe Henry says he is remaining over the week end and has been 
making a heap of noise at the big house all day, putting in 
floor boards where they needed replacing, doing things to the 
plumbing and heaven knows what all. He goes to Monroe on Monday 
to get a new Ford so that he and Juanita nyay both have one, which 
sounds as though being out of a job doesn t weigh too heavily on 
the family purse, 

‘There '3 much talk in the Parish about a new bridge which is 
to be thrown, across Red River at Grand Ecore during the ensuing 
twelth month — or more. It goes through the property of the 
Russell estate and will cut through the old family graveyard and 
a sizesable grove of anicent pine trees, enormous in diameter. The 
Russels have always resisted any attempt on the part of the 
Parish to improve their property on the bluff. Once the city 
offered to provide park facilities as a memorial to the family, 
landscaping the washed sections, placing adequate guard rails along 
the bluff where the Massachueettes youth fell to his deaht a year 
or two bnck and providing guards for policing the place. 

The Russels, living in town, never visited the place and didn t encou 
others to do so although it has for the past 50 years been notorious 
as a rendezvous for necking parties, And now they are carrying on 
at a great rate about resisting the building of the bridge but 
dL though they have employed "Cousin Arthur" as their attorney, I 
doubt if they will be able to resist the State, 

t . 

. »• ' . * ■ ... i . - • v* w • 

I have long thought that something interesting by way of a novel 
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of the Reconstruction Days could be centered around an ante bellum 

home with a lovely garden which, surviving the war, would be 

placed in the track of disaster when a hill billy, running on 

the Republican ticket, got himself elected Commissioner of 

Roads so that he might build a thoroughfare that would cust - 

slap through the gardens and just skirt the corner of the 

great classic portico or gallery, I might fit this into 

a story that would have the garden, rather than a person, playing 

the role of the Wandering Jew, although I never heard of anybody 

making a garden the central figure of a novel that would 

step from the colonial through the ante bellum and reconstruction 

ears down to the present, But I suppose it could be done and 

might be wonderful if properly handled, or a plain bore if not, 

I must ponder on this matter a little between swinging my hoe and puj 
weeds, 

Clemence came to see me today to pick up some urnesey lily 
bulbs I had dug for her when makitig the September Carden and to get 
a couple of fish poles for it seems fishing is just beginning its 
annual Spring spurt, She said Mrs, Rigdon had bought tipo of 
her pictures the other afternoon when she passed that way, Thus 
it would seem that thus far, i/arch has been a pretty good 
month for Cane River primatives thus far, I am astonished at 
the unchnaging appearance of •the local artist, I think she 
looks a little younger than she used to but not very much, 
and her interest in everything continues to perk along with 
undiminished enthusiasm * 

' * v _ • **1 -i- 

The ladies continue to flit about with remarkable vim and 
vigor, —Natchitoches every day, Alexandria in between times and 
points further afield every now ad then, -bridge claims a great 
ma\y afternoons and then there are parties, endless parties, and 
more parties. The pastport came in yesterday's post but 
it and the purpose for which it was purchased get little thought. 
There's an expressed desire to know nothing a bout the places in 
Europe to be visited this summer for, according to a somewhat 
original line of reasoning, one's initial impression is so much 
more perfect if one knows nothing in advance about what one is 
going to see, Five thousand dollars being set aside for all 
of that, I wonder if Science will ever get around to doing something 
about increasing gray matter in the human head 9 Lord, Lord how wonc 
that we have survived as long as we have,,,,,,,, ' 


Sunday, March i 21st, 1954, 


Memorandum j 

According to people who know about such things, 

Spring arrived last night at 9:45, The delivery was 
without incident and the sky has been cloudless these 
past two days but shadowed by an all pervasive dust. 

But greenery is making vast strides in the garden and 
the leaf buds on the pecane trees are beginning to swell, 
meaning, it is said that Winter has really played out 
its course, 

I„ spite of many potentials, the week end was 
uneventuful. The Wenks were in Cloutierville but I 
saw only one of the offspring, here were pilgrims, too, 
but of no interest. On Saturday afternoon, somebody from 
Lafayette brought an attractive college girl to see 
the Cane River country, She is an exchange student, hailing 
from Limoges, France, Lord, what a far piece that seems fr< 

The mail wasn't much but I enclose a few sample 
for your perusal, I think the opening bars of Mary 
Rhodes' letter pretty funny. In view of the brevity 
of theO'Brien pause in the Natchez country, and what 
with Mary in a lawyer's office all day and a husband 
flat on his back at home awaiting her return from the 
office, it would seem off hand as though bouncing the 
O'Briens in her direction without notice would 
have been something less than considerate• Poor 
Mary, so gifted, so world weary and so jealous 
of her neighbor, I am glad she could take a fling at 
me in this instance, for her barbs don't wound and getting 
the pent up feeling off her chest may do her a lot of 
emotional good, 

I gather from the O'Brien letter, they did not make 
the Waco trip with Carolyn, But that is purely a guess 
on my part, since I have heard nothing from Carolyn 
to give substance from the deduction I made from 
the O'Brien letter, I certainly hope they didn't 
since Irma's cold undoubtedly made social calls something 
that could gladly be skipped under the circumstances, 


it t 
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A New Orleans physician whose name eludes me, passed this 
way on Saturday, H e had telephoned from tow i for an appointment, 
just before leaving the hotel, he had had a telephone from 
his son in the Crescent G xty, telling his father that hospital 
tests showed that the doctor was " a 22 sot" to become a grandfather 
in 9 months, and the prospective Grandpa was bubbling over 
with delight, • He told me of the method now employed to 
determine pregnency which sounds wonderful to me but I suppose 
may seem casual enough to those who read the papers where 
scientific news probably appears regularly although I never 
hear much about such subject matter on the average radio news, 

The doctor, —and I run the risk of boring you by telling 
something new to me which may well be old to you, the 
doctor told me that hospitals now have what appears to be 
an infalible way of determining if a woman is pregnant which, 
to the scientific mindx, seems simple m enough, A drop or 
two of urine from the woman is injected into a frog, — 
the ovaries of the female frog, I suppose, and if pregnancy in 
the woman is a maiter of only a few hours from its inception, 
the female frog immediately begins laying fertile eggs almost 
instantly, 

According to the physician, this test is employed regularly 
in hospitals these days, and I gather, is taken as a 
matter of course among medical people, But it is quite new 
to me, and because of its newness, seems the more wonderful, 

What in the world do you reckon science will "study up" next, 

In reading a little more from the "Voyage to Windward" last 
night I learned many things I didn't know before, too . For instant 
I had always understood, R, L, S, died of tuberculosis, but 
although he had suffered from that malady for about 14 years, at 
least, Stevenson actually died of a brain hemorage at the 
a ge of 44, The author does quite a bit of evudite speculation 
on the whys ad wherefores of both ailments and throws out 
the presumtion that heart ‘trouble may well result from 
extreme nerve tensions any where along life's way and that 
in the case of the lung malady, it may be latent but fail to 
come to the surface until some unusual nerve strain gives 
it its opportunity' to take over, How little, inspite of the 
strange parenthood of the frogs, do we know about people and 
what be-devils their lives, 

I so much hope you enjoyed a measure of the peace that was 
mine this week end and that you were a ile to grab off a 
dab of rest for nothing but 3heerdoing as you pleased,,,,,. 


Monday, March 22nd, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

* J*' ^ 1 r \ • 1 4 v ) «. i 

The weather man said "Rain" but the sky remained 
cloudless all day, With dusk, however, the spanking breeze 
from the South kept right on blowing and I suppose eventually 
we shall be getting a dab of moisture from the Gulf, 

Before mail time this morning, Joe Henry c ame to ask me 
if I would go look at a site he wanted my opinion about. It 
is on the river bank ^ust opposite St, Augustin's Chuck, 
to the left as one cp praoches the bridge from Melrose, and 
just about as far from the highway as the Rand camp to 
the right of the same road. He had in mind using the 
lower level where a shelf of land extends along the 
river, I recommended the higher elevation so he would 
never have to worry hbout high water, 

Joe thinks about building a house within the year but 
has been castinat about in Natchitoches on the river 
bank, not too far from Ora's, For a flock of 
reasons, it would seem to me better for Melrose, were 
he to select the local site and this I believe he will do. 

Today's mail wasn't much but I send along a few samples 
regardless, The one from Fort Worth is panicky enough. 

There was no name on the envelope and I accordingly acknowled, 
the note by addressing it to "The Three Fort Worth Friends" 
at 60 8 Beach Street, or whatever was given. 

But even out of the scatter-brain note, I learned someth 
for it would seem the plate which Irma and Farley took to 
Myrtie must have been placed somewhere, ax d I am surprised 
at this, —that it should have been left within view of 
the public since the plate was the one of the African House, 
But perhaps Myrtie and Charles didn't see the plate but 
merely thought of me. Of course I have heard neither 
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from the Charles Byrnes, the Ferriday Byrnes nor Mrs, 

Moore, dL though I shall probably hear from the last named 
by Christmas, Roan when she wants to come over and 
Charles and Myrtie never, 

Mrs, Stirling in her letter refers to some 
folio thing which I hoen't had a chance to read as yet. 

Under the picture of her shop, however, I read the caption 
which pointed out that the building was or is the former 
Wakefield station of the old Woodville-Bayou Sarah Railroad, 

This brought back memories of Madam Beaumont whose husband 
worked on said common carrier along about 1854, I must 
drop Mrs, Stirling a note tonight, asking her if she has 
ever read the eaumont memoires If she hasn't, and I hope s 
h a s not, she really ought to find the section given over to 
the woodville segment of her life quite fascinating, 
since Wakefield isn't but a few miles from Woodville and 
probably many of the places, —her shop, her home, the jail, 
etc,, are undoubtedly familiar although their 

identity unknown, 

* 

And somehow this reminds me of the zest I invariably 
feel with the beginning o each New Year, —the promise 
each succeeding twelth month holds of the flock of 
people and things the next year, as in all previous ones, is 
bound to bring to one's acquaintance, 

I saw the ladies across the fence for a moment at 
the coffee hour. They were planning to skip into town and 
hurry back because ladies from somewhere below Alexandria 
were coming to spend the day and the night, I believe, 

I didn't linger over the brew as a class from St, Mathew's 
was already waiting for me at the front gate but everyone 
seemed full of vim and vigor as the promise of cards for 
the evening were just in the offing,. 

Everybody around here continues drinking coffee, regardl 
of the out ageous prices, I could be so patriotic about 
participating in a boycott aginst coffee since I like 
chocolate ten time better but nobody ever seems to contemplat i 
chocolate or tea as a substitue, What somebody hasn't c 

thought up a Boston Tea Party and put thumbs down 
on the South American brew, I cannot imagine, I haven't even 
heard the commentators recall the Boston rumpus as 
an idea to solve the present difficulty, But my chocolate 
milk awaits me after another round on this machine, and so 
to bed for another busy time at dawning.. .. 


. j day, Marc\f 25rd, 1954, 

V ; 

i TJ v * - * TV3T * X o*. O'V' '' 

Memorandum : 

l : 

I have just written you a memo which, as I discovered when 
finished, had been typed without the ribbon functioning, 

Let us hope this one has better sledding, 

• ’ ... • * • o ^. y w V •• 

But perhaps sledding is n't the appropriate word, what 
with all doors and windows of the house open and humdidity 
probably making it seem warmer than it really is, 

• ■ ■ vJ . 1. • *• O 

The sky remained overcast all day. Once or twice a veil 
of mist sifted through the tender new green leaves, but 
no rain drops fell from on high. Perhaps we shall be luckier 
tonight, 

* 

* ... • * i; *\ , * 

This is the time o year when J, H,, unable to provide work f 
this or that field hand to whom he will have to pay something at 
the end of the week to keep him going, sends such derelicts to 
me, I take on everything that appears but when, as today, a coupl 
them are high as kites, I turn them into the iris patch were there 
lots of shade and forget them, I stumbled over a couple of them 
asleep in the bamboo hedge but took care not to awaken them. They 
will do much less harm to the gardens while sleeping than when 
sling a hoe at random when guided by eyes too blurred to tell the 
ence between a poppy and a thistle. Such people are always extras 
and my regular crew go on about their business and accomplish enou 
to make it worth while even at times when I am not with them 

• 

Blythe entertained Mary Pringle and her sister at the camp 
this noon and all three of them came over here at 1 o'clock, 

Mary brought me the negro doll I had ordered from Lynda Jones, 

I was frankly surprised when I learned from Mary Pringle that 
neighter she nor Lynda Jones had ever heard of any of the 
characters in Uncle om's Cabin and that ncle ‘Bom, Little Eva 
a nd Simon Legree were names meaning nothing to them. When 
. I think of that lady sitting off in the harem of the King of Siam 
in 1864, as described in Anna and the King of Siam, I am amazed 
that people livitig all their lives within SO miles distant from 
Hidden Hill plantation should never have heard of the piece, 

I supposed that everyone on earth had heard about the book, seen 
a movie or a stage show or the Rogers-Hammerstien opus, but 
~ I must have been wrong. 
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A couple of ladie 3 from Jefferson, Texas, passed this 
way before Blythe and her party left . The Jefferson 
ladies or their friends get over this way at least once a year 
and I am always glad to see them, for they have done something 
about a museum in that place which gives them some interest. 

What with the mildness of the weather, I thought I might 
take a chance on planting some zi nniaa today . Oddly enough , 

Blythe announced that she had planted some this morning and 
Clemence passed by late this afternoon and anounced that she 
had planted some, I have not planted any gourds as yet, however, 
but shall probably do so next week, I have some seed of the 
sugar gourd, I believe it is called. Vaguely it resembles a 
pumpkin but is rather larger that that vegetable, being 
about as big around asa bushel basket. The vines cover vast space 
while there is lots of space at this bend of the river, it is difj 
to find any that if free from animals, and horses, cows and 
mules rule out the wood lot as a likely place. The dogs from 
next door have smashed down everything thus far that has come up 
except where T have cut bamboo, leaving the branche^s on it, 
and that tends to discourage the canine inroads. For zinnias, 
thii branched bamboo will afford extra support to the giant 
plants and will probably improve their chances of doing much 
better than if left to their own stalward stalks. 

In the same post with this letter goes forward the 
worst wrapped package I can remember sending. It will require 
a knife or shears to cut the string and the contents 
of the package, when finally packed, seemed to be made up mostly 
of wadded up newspaper, If you can open the package near a trash 
you will be able to dump the w a ate paper into same and know that 
you will have rid yourself of much stuff that is merely ballast, 

I fear I haven't figured the traveling time, as between 
here and there very well, but in view of the uncertainties 
of your own calendar of which, as of thi3 moment, you may yourselj i 
be a little uncertain, I thought it better to let the package 
arrive a day or two ahead of time so that there might be 
extra time for disposing of it more conveni ntly, 

. ' «. 

Three telephone calls have interrupted this memo and 
if it seems more disjointed than usual, you might charge 3ome of i, 
off. the the modern communication system. As the natal day approach 
I am hoping sunshine may beging to spill itself abundantly all a bo 
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Wednesday, March 24th, 2954* 


Memorandums 

And so we got no rain, but the Gulf breezes continue, the 
cloud coverage remains complete and the thermometer registers in the 
80'8 and the humidity around 99, I assume that eventually 
the prediction for dampness is bound to be realized. 

In the post were letters from Robina and Cargn Ramsey, 

I think you will enjoy the latter so much, —it is so typical 
of the lady who is always heading out for somewhere, If anybody 
writes the Marie Therese book, it is likely to be Farley, it 
would seem, 

I am delighted that Carolyn got to chat with Friend Miller, for 
I have a feeling, in view of all that Robina has said, that 
the little medico doesn't have too many visitors, and she 
certainly must have enjoyed her contact with Carolyn, 

That Friend Miller should be undertaking a book on Persia sounds 
wonderful, too, I can't see that it makes a bit of difference if she 
ever finishes it or not. The important thing is that she 
is engaged in the enterprise for I a sure it is taking up no end 
of slack time and time is one ingredient of which this remarkable 
Persian travelver has much of. 

My impulse to write.Helen on severi occasions of late has been 
wilfully put off each time I have thought of it, for it would 
appear that a week end is likely to be planned the sooner if 
letters are frequent and I should like to put off the week end as 
Iona as possible in the hopes that we might get into deep summer 
before it is realized when there will be much less social demands on 
one's time next door, 

• . *./v 1 •'* r J «• . • *•' ;'ul ; 0 6 ^ 

,, And it isn't Helen who presents the problem but the 
fact that both she and Carolyn are forever rounding up a second or 
third companion, quite unannounced, and although other people 
may not have experienced the same factor in human relations, it has 
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always been much more difficult for me to receive three or four 
people than one, so far as upsetting the local household, 

It has been long since Helen brought Lucille and Ida and 
Carolyn brought Ruth Hopkins all on the same week end when the coo] 
big house wa 3 not about and nobody wanted to dine next door and no, 
Particularly wanted to feed, And then, too, I am not at all sure 
Helen and Carolyn are so different from other days but perhaps, be< 
they are seeing less of each other, they have simply fogotten 
old time reactions to this or that event and possibly they 
tend to go in vaguely different directions since they see each oth< 
infrequently and probably Carolyn seldom writes • 

There seems to be much talk, and perhaps some propaganda, a bo\ 
mad dogs in the Shreveport and Alexandria areas and much is being 
done about vaccinations of the canine population, Today it was 
the turn for the Melrose hounds to get their shots and at 
10 o'clock this morning there were perhaps 3 or 4 hundred of them 
with their masters at the store for just that purpose• You never 
heards 3 uch a racket as went on during the time the work 
was going on, In Alexandria, according to the radio, the charge 
is # 2,00 per hound but locally the charge is but #1.50. 

It is rather surprising how many rather ppor people didn t seem to 
investing #3.00 and #4.50 on family curs of which they 
have as much need as a rooster has for a sock, 

» 

Joe Henry again a sked me if I would go with him to 
look at the proposed sight or site or his new house, I 
did and I finally sold him on the idea of using the higher 
level of the two. He has in mind, --and I fear I must plead guilt, 
of this too, of building a house in somewhat reduced size to the 
general outlines of Yucca, I think it so nice to project this styl ■ 
so definitely Cane a iver, in the creation of buildings for the 
morrow, and I think it will look quite nice, standing slap 
across the riverf rom St, Augustin's, 

At this season each year, 1 think how appropriate it is 
to have a natal day late in 1/arch, what with all the greenery doin, 
so much to make life take on the prettiest aspect of the whole yea 
and I am quite happy about the whole thing,,,,,,,. 


Thursday, 1/arch 25th, 1954, 


Memorandum 

A quarter of inch of drizzle this morning, followed 
by all the sun that could wade through the Texas real estate 
floating around in the air, and the leaves continued their 
miracle of rapid unfolding at a great rate during the balance 
of the day. Their speed was undoubtedly due to the warmth 
that obtained all night, « the thermometer remaining in 
the 70'S' Tonight is it slightly cooler but the miracle of 
Spring will not be slowed up by it. 

The other day, Grandpa appeared on the front gallery, draggin , 
a big old lizard, perhaps 10 or 12 inches long. The colored 
people always react to them as though they were Gila Monsters, whe 
they are perfectly harmless, Andy, on seeing Grandpa with 
his supper, told me he thought there was a pair of the things 
living in a hole in an old red bud tree byyond the Chapel gate, 

I had a man helping this afternoon and decided it was well 

to dispose of one of the three trunks of the red bud, as it 

appeared more or less hollow. It was a bout 6 or 8 inches in diame ■ 

And so Murphy sawed down the trunk and as it was too 

heavy for him to toat by himself, I gave him a hand in carrying 

it to the wood lot. Just as we dropped it, the 

last of the pair of which Andy had spoken crawled out of the 

hole and Murphy let go, of his end of the trunk with a bang, 

I never saw such agility in an African dance as Murphy 
demonstrated as he scuffled about, little realizing, I 
expect, that the lizard was bound to have been more surprised 
than m himself, 

I heard something about the uncertainties connected with 
the St. Augustin graveyard that seems lamentable, Blythe 
and Mary Pringle dropped by Joe Rocque's house a couple of days 
or so before his death, taking a picture of a family collection 
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of nephews, grand nephews, grand-grand nephews and so on, 

/s I recall, Joe died about 6 or 8 weeks ago, and oi} Tuesday 
the ladies went over to St, Augustin s to visit voe s grave. 

As they couldn't find it, no stone having been erected, they 
contacted one of the Reverend Fathers for assistance, 

Surprisingly enough, the latter said there had been half a dozen 

burials lately and he didn't have the slightest notion as 

to which of the graves might be Joe’s, I am hoping 

one of the nephews may have a better memory than the priest and 

if so, the place will be identified in one way or another if 

only a wood cross is used as marker. 

It is said that Father Callahan is making great preparations 
to celebrate hi3 half century in the priesthood along about 
the 86th of April and everyone is so busy issuing invitations 
for the frolic and thinking up things to do by way of celebration 
that Father Calahan hasn t time for anything and the two 
other priests are jumping around like chickens on a hot griddle, 
attending to normal religious dwties and at the same time lending 
a hand to the festivities or their preparations of a month hence, 

0 ce it was Nero who did the fiddling but now it appears * 
to be Rome as Joe's grave temporarily, at least, sinks into 
oblivion. 

It was good to hear from D a isey in the Dell and the O'Brians, 
It seems like quite a while since D, D, took pen in hand and it 
was good to learn that she is making it alright, i must 
remember to tell her that only one of the sisters continues 
living at Rosedown, the other two having gone on their way to 
more heavenly plantations, Rer remark about a story 
based on a Rosedown setting dounds gay enough, I am 
bound to drop her a line of encouragement, 

La Storm must be suffering from writer's cramp, but 
thanks to the Farley O'Briens, one catches a little peep at 
the lady, Apparantly North Hollywood is suffering from 
silence from the Marshall neighborhood, That is something, 

I expect, many of Carolyn s friends have to get used to, 

I am hoping that Faley may eventually get the idea that it will 
be he who does the whole novel for surely Carolyn is never going 
to find time for collaboration. What a pity such a gifted 
person should be so all over the place, I ‘wonder she remained 
in the State Department as long as she did. It was the road¬ 
running on the job which probably made it possible,,,,,»• 
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Friday, March 86th, 19 54. 


i* • > 

Memorandum : 

I am forever being filled with admiration for little 
Miss Lee who can take one glance at the calendar and then 
figure out slap just how lo7ig it is going to take the 
Post Office to do whatever is expected of it, 

* ,* 

I am such a poor hand at such business that I know perfectl\ 
well in advance that my greetings will arrive too late in about 
the 8ame proportion, probably, as a recent package will undoubtet 
h a ve arrived too early. 

But as the month runs out.its course, all days seem to have 
a way of being worthy of celebration, thcnks to God for having 
created you, and so if my postal mix-ups don't hit one 
date precisely on the nose, let's play that every old day is 
birthday time so that such a thing as a package or a letter can't 
possibly arrive at the wrong time. 

And so, when this reaches your ture hand, may it be some kii 
of a natal day regardless and may a billion pleasures be yours, a 
every day in the calendar ou ht to hold for one who means so 
much to so many and so awfully much to one. 

There was so much static this morning, I couldn't get 
the week end weather report for your area but I am holding 
the thought it may be of such a nature that will be 
conducive to the joys of the great out of door3 so that 
those who may so desire can sample the evidences of Spring 
in the Botanical Gardens and those who would, may go 
farther afield, I was a bout to say that the joys of 
Peace a re the mo3t desireable things one could ask for 
at anniversary time, but come to think of it, perhaps 
joy and peace are synonomous terms and I am hoping there 
may be gobs of both all about. 

The local prediction is for rain, but I have heard that one 
before, and so I expect to hear of few pilgrims drowned out by 
any delugge, ..• 





1 
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2 was both amused and mpressed today by a sterling 
example of the indiferrence to time which our friends have 
plU3 their inexhaustible patience. 

A bus load of colored 4 H boys aid girls of color arrived 
in Natchitoches os had been previously announced by letter. 

They had asked if they might be permitted to see 
"Mont Rose" plantation on Cane River and I had said they 
,might telephone to see about prospects when reaching 
the Parish, When they called, my schedule was such that 
I couldn t very weel see them before 3 . They said they 
had promised to start back to North Louisiana by that hour. 

I told them I would adjust my a genda a bit and could 
squeeze them in at 2 : 30 , and by giving them a quick tour, 
they would be able to head homeward by 3 . They thought 
that was fine. After dinner, a servant came to say there 
was a heap of folks in a bus at the front gate. I glanced 
at a time piece. Tt was 2 : 20 . 2 went to the gate where 

their chaperon, descending from the bus, came to say 
that she realized they were ahead of time and that she 
didn't want to inconvenience me and that if I didn't mind, 
they would sit in the bus until 2:30 or whenever it would 
be alright for them to make the tour. With the thermome ter in 
the 80's, that, to my way of thinking was fortitude. 

Fortunately for everyone, I could jam my schedule the other 
way and so 2 got them through their paces and headed toward 
home before the time their appointment was scheduled to 
begin. 

From the enclosure you will note that the plates and publici 
coincided quite neatly, thanks to your unflagging 
thoughtfulness and generosity. 

a 

he giving of happiness is a mirror, forever reflecting 
back happiness on the giver. 

Uy guess i>3 that in view of all the mirrors contrived 
by little Hiss Lee, her natal day is bound to be happy, 
and I am quite 3ure knows perfectly well how much of the 
same ingredient splashes around on others who join with her 
in the day's celebratio'n....... • 


i 

i- 
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Sunday, Marc\f 28th, 1954. 


v 

^ • ’*• *- V ' • 

Memorandum : 

Full Spring, and I think the news man must have been 
trying too hard to make a point when at 5 p.m., he stated over 
gn Alexandria station that it had been freezing all day in 
the Northern States and the Gulf States throughout had been 
drenched in rain. As a matter of fact, the sky has been cloudle 
and the weather warm and tonight the sky is dusted with stars. 

It was nice to see Joe's wife and her mother at supper 
last night. They drove the new car back to Texas right after 
dinner today, while Joe remains here for another week or so. 

* 

Last Sunday he spent the afternoon with J. H. at the Elk's 
Club in Natchitoches but Joe is no gambler and so he remained 
home this afternoon and, being unable to entertain himself 
when not working, he constantly passed this way, asking me 
to come and share this or that radio program with him # Hence 
I heard Brew Pierson whom I hadn't listened to in years. I 
thought his broadcast prosaic enough and it presented no 
new idea . his editorializing. Like other sensational 
broadcasters, he shouted out things, startling in their vehemenc 
of delivery, but old enough asinformation, such as 
some exclusive blast that the Communist head of C^ina was 
far from being a well man, —a fact which the papers or radio 
have been talking a bout for years. His prediction was that 
we had to outlaw war or man would be destroyed and surely that 
is not new but wonderfully safe .as a prediction. He didn't even 
have any interesting scandal and were all his broadcasts 
30 far as popularity goes were based on his today's performance, 
I can t imagine many people listening to him. I hope it 

may be years before I hear him again. 

. 

1 t • 

In Saturday 3 post came the enclosure from Mary Rhodes whic 
by way of contrast, seems to make quite different reading 
from her one of last week. Bo you reckon people who hit the 
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ceiling in one epistle forget it completely when following i" 
up a week later. I could never understand that type of mind, 

I thought it a coincidence that both the overseer and 
the clerk should have told me thi3 week end that if Joe 
should build himself on Melrose, each of them would leave, 
tie qets into their hair unmercifully. In fact, they 
can t stand him but for limited periods. But I think 
both might change their minds, should Joe ever make up his 
to build. Oddly enough, Joe and I hit it off famously and 
as his is the positive weight in preserving Melrose as againi 
his sister and younger brother, I am all in favor of his 
presence. We shall see, we shall see. 

This week end my mind has dwelt a little on the 
possibility of making a Natchez plate. I id sh I knew if 
any had ever been made >but I can think of no one in 
Natchez to whom I might address myself without spilling the 
news of my inquiry which would probably inspire some enter¬ 
prising person to undertake the thing if one hasn't been 
made. I believel could dispose of an initial order 
readily eough quite outside Natchez, —in 
Natchitoches, St. Francisville and New Orleans, so I would 
not be dependent on Natchez as an outlet, although undoubted J! 

I might make a satisfactory arrangement with someone there ai 
so realize a sale in quantity, far above the initial order. 

You can readily see how endless plates could be made of y 

various sections of Adams County and individual houses if 
the thing hasn t been undertaken and if satisfactory outlets 
could be established. But the latter could wait on the 
groundword that would be effected with the initial plate. 

K ' 1 

I think I shall be-stir myself early in the morning and 
sketch out a rough map and send it along to Rock Mali with 
a request for.an opinion. I might even do a plate although 
someone has already gotten out something of the sort, for 
I could dispose of it through s everal cities other than 
Natchez. I have no doubt that Rock tia11 would reserve the 
whole Natchez area for my designs if I so requested and that 
would be helpful, should additional items seem to be warranti 
I have spoke of thi3 idea before but I seem to be approaching 
from a non-Natchez viewpoint this time, and I like that 
better. Well, as in the case of Joe, we shall eventually se<| 

• i *' -u ' > 1 

I have thought of little Miss Lee so often this weekend 
a s she approaches her natal day. I hope the approach has betl 
so pleasant .. 


i * 
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Monday, March 29th, 2954• 


Memorandum: 

tiow nice, how nice, how nice, finding your Wednesday letter 
in today's post. . 

.And how nice that in this time of birthday, the freeshia 
decided to join with us in celebrating the occasion. Off hand, 

I should have said the flowers were going to be bronze in color. T 
white one usually associates with freeshiaa did not turn out that 
color but blue, —the first time I have ever seen a blue freeshia, 
and I love it. The first bud to open I am enclosing and trust 
a suggestion of its color may still be apparent, and, more importaiv 
that a bit of the heavenly fragrance will have survived. 

That these bulbs should have come to me from the source they did am 
the fact that the first blossom can go back to celebrate birthday 
time fills me with no end of pleasure. 

I am so glad you have enjoy recent memos and enclosures. But 
you were quite wrong in espressing regret that you hadn't been 
able to write sooner. You know I always understand how 
things, billions of things, make such things impossible, 
and just so long as I know illness isn't holding you down, 

I worry not at all but simply depend on telepathy to fill 
in the spaces between correspondence. 

Again I marvel at your extraordinary memory concerning one 
Clyde filler. And having remembered his name, how remarkable 
that you should have recalled Or a 's opinion. Yes, she felt 
he had something to contribute. For a while he was in the 
library at Natchitoches, —the college, - after which he 
went to Alabama or some such place. Often he came down here, and 
espeically on clamy days, for he loved the interior of 
Yucca. Just before leaving for Alabama, he asked me if I 
should object if he used me in a book he was contemplating, — 
a rather long one, I believe he said he had in mind. I 
told him an artist should always feel free to select his own 
subjects and if he could make anything out of the one he 
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had selected, he would be far more courageous than most 
people I ever encountered, I suppose Ora hears from him, 

I must ask her waht he is up to. 

Today's mail was heavy and secretaries light, I 
accordingly read but your letter and the first paragph of one 
from Corpus Christi in which Nina said the hospital discovered 
no malignancy• • • • • ,Praise <Jod, The letter was written 
in long hand and was rather more extended than Nina usually 
undertakes, I shall probably get to explore it on the morrow or 
, next day and shall send it along. 

And may I thank you for giving me such interesting 
» ! o r >ri , 7 parituclars on the literary scene. Yes, I had read a volume 
from the pen of the gentleman you mentioned, Like Herr 
eutchwangler, he must.have done lets of research covering 
a period we like, I was 3orry to learn of his death, t 

And I'm so glad you mentioned the Lord Chesterield Letters 
to his son which you had heard a bout on Invitation to 
Learning, How nice it is to know that these programs are 
being recorded and that I shall be able to get them before long. 

It is so odd that Station KWKA, the Columbia number in Shreveport, 
writes me that they broadcast the invitation on Sundays when, 
as a matter of fact, the two times since the turn of the year when 
I have been free at the hour given, —12:05 noon, they play 
nothing but hillbilly or some such tomfqilery, But 
now that they are being recorded, I don t mind missing them 
a t all 3ince I shall eventually be able to catch up 
with thdmmay I thank you for telling me about the issue 
of Holliday with the Natchez pictures, the Faulkner article, 
the Radio City pictures, etc, I haven't seen or heard of it but 
should welcome an , opportunity, should you chance to have an 
extra copy. You asked about the man who brought in the Mexican 
seed for the rust-ridden Mississippi crop. He was Walter 
urling and his story told, if I remember correctly in B, L, C,'s 
Report on Agriculture, Ceography, etc,, but I think he was 
not a doctor, unless in the B, Franklin manner, •Doctor 
Honorus Causa, And may I thank you to for giving me a gliiipose of 
the "south of the border" philandering. But most of all, 
may I thank you for your letter and again say how hpayy I 
I a m in thinking this week may be an especially happy one for litt. 
Miss Lee,,,,, 


1 
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Tuesday, March 30th, 1954, 


: 

Memorandum: 

I think birthday time is thj nicest time of the year. And 
how many times between pre^- dawn and post midnight, , 2 
find fcyself. thesed lays hoping that your week is 
proving to be Just that, 

V . # ' vl .... 

And as though they were heqrtily in favor of the same 
idea and were ready to give their all to signify it, four 
more of the freeshias put forth blossoms today , three 
separate flowers of lovely blue on each stem, 

• 

I have two pots here on the far corners of my desk, each 
blossom nodding merrily in support of each tap on the keys. 

The perfume is so marvelous■and the color so unique, I 
a m perfectly entranced with them and, naturally, loving them 
the more because of their source and their gay decision to 
put forth their bravest colors during this very special week, 

Pil rim3 ganged up on me all at the wrong time, ••secretary 
time, this afternoon and so I never did get to finish ina's 
letter or to glance at today's mail which didn't look like 
much 

• 

I had an appointedhour for 3:30 which was kpet but 
3ome nice people who hade been here before but who did not 
h a ve an appointment arrived before the 3:30 erwod left, and 
J, H, brought a couple of gentlemen before the second batch 
had departed and the secretaries had all died or disappeared 
by the time I got untangled, 

I have forgotten the names of everyone save those considered 
important, —Kirkpatrick, perhaps, was one of the latter and 
I know not whence came these getnclemen but they flew in from 
somewhere, were met in Alexandria by Joe Henry and whisked to 
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Wednesday t March 3 1st, 19 54. 


Natchitoches where , H, and another couple of gentlemen held 
a conference which, I understand , has to do about some hew 
wrinkle in the manufacutring of ice cream, the base being 
oil from cotton seed, I know not if this is or }s not 
confidential but think it is momentarily I don t 
mind saying I like Borden's ice cream an3 perhaps one 
reason because, like Schraft's, which I also like, because it 
is what the name implies, —ice cream, Perhaps ice cotton seed oil 
m a y turn out to Ije lovely but off hand it sounds 7 uite 

unapetizing, don t you think, 

- 

I have given a little more thought to the Natchez thing, 

I suppose that if no Natchez plate has ever appearee, it is 
because it is impossible to get so many houses as should appear, 
on a plate, Ttius I envision a trilogy e a ch plate bearing 
the 3 ame title, —Mansions of Natchez,*with each sep .rate 
design having the same cartouche, except that under the 
one will be a single 6rorinthian column, under another 
two Qorinthian columns, under the third, three Corinthian columes, 
don t you think so, 

My thought is to have the three designs brought out 
at the same time one plate devoted to the public or semi-public 
m a nsions, .jStanlon Mall, Rosalie, Connelly's Tavern Auburn and 
perhaps Clenwood with a goat browsing in front of i^*, 

. 

The second plate would carry Connelly's Tavern and as many 
of the Carden Club Houses as possible The third would 
carry Stanton Hall and as many of the * iglrimage Carden lub 
houses. Thus the triology might be purchased to get them all, 
or each club could sell its own Club's plate, plus the 
plate of the semi-public buildings, including hotawwhich I 
forgot to mention, and thus a pair might be sold by the Club 
enthusiasts and a triology by the stores, if purchasers cared to 
get the whole batch, I shall have to do some studying. It 
will be a little strain on the pocket book for all three to 
a ppear at once but I can take care of that alright by getting 
cash from the store, I prefer having one plate, of course, pay foi 
the next, but think it wiser, —if I do this thing, to 
release all at the same time to forestall anyone from employing 
the same type of design. 

What a heap of talk about a nebular thought # Forgive me, 

I pray. And let me before closing say how happy I am 

hoping this birthday week may be for you. It is so nice for me, ti 


Memorandum : 

Birthday time, but according to my radio, it must have been 
more like winter time in Manhattan today, what with all 
the talk .bout snow and cold, 

,</ WW < 

I shall be so interested to have a direct report on the 
situation, 

The same cold front that dumped 10 inches of snow on 
Chicago and heaven tyiows what on New York, reached here during 
the night. We didn t have snow but a little old fine drizzle 
and what with the thermometer dropping from 87 Tuesday evening 
to 41 this morning, —and remaining in the 40's all day, it 
gives an impression of what New York must be like, only 
instead of snow, we have a dozen shades of green in every 
direction one glances, and I think you may readily understand 
how much more precious the free3hias blow as the nod and bow 
on my. desk in undiminished gaiety, regardless of the ouside 
situaVhehs the radio mentioned the 10 inch snowfall in Chicago, 
nothing was said a bout the depth of the down settling over the 
metropolitan area and I am hoping that it was light stuff 
like we had two or three weeks ago, melting quickly after 
the day began advancing, The mention of snow this late in the 
, year recalled to mind that the Flower Show and the circus 

usually get going in mid lidrch or thereabouts, and I must say 
that snow in the street ought to produce quite a contrast with 
the Spring like atmosphere hich the Flower Show is want to 
produce and the a dvent of the circus suggests. 

Today's post brought the March issues of Talking a ock Topic* 
but I haven't had a chance to gallop through the whole thing as 
yet. Your friend, A,Scourby, Es n uire, reads this issue, 
and does a book review of Hodding Carter's "Where M a in Street 
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meets the river". I dn asking for the book in the out-going 
mail even though I do 't seem to find time to read anything 
at the moment. But more leisure, I hope, will be mine as 
the season advances,although I cannot at the moment imagine 
how this will be possible . 

Ward Morehouse's book "Just the Other Day , 1 believe 
it is called, is also on the list. Perhaps this is f rom the 
volume you mentioned, although 1 was thinking that was called 
"From Yellow Pines to Broadway, or some such. Well, anyway, I 
shall sample this and see what said drama critic has to say. 

*Winston Churchil, the Era and the Man" by Virginia Coles see 
to be another item that might be interesting, and I shall 
probably have a gox at it later. 
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Speaking o tiodding Carter reminds me that he is supposed to 
come to see me shortly, but I have forgotten just when, —— 
somewhat raound the 10th of the month, I believe. 1 should 

like to gallop through thq "Main Street" thing before then 
if possible, but that isn t necessary since we have 
plenty of mutual friends to speak of and enough points 
concerning Mississippi to explore so that time will not 
h a ng heavy on the hour or two he will be with me. 


And speaking of Mississippi reminds 
implicit faith in Miss Myra's dependabili 
confidence, Iwrote her this morning, a ski 
Matches plates had ever come to her atten 
I was asking because I was contemplating 
the busiest person in Matches I know and 
person from whom we might expect a prompt 


me that as I have 
ty in matters of 
ng her if any 
tion and telling her 
the field. She is 
therefore is the one 
response. 


a 

: 

i<:i tV 

Cel 

oar t 

King's b 


"bvowow" 

r V \ 

"borrow" 


"borrow" 


xence came to see me this afterno 
)y, has the measles and asked her 
some cigarettes. She could. And 
some gourd seed and she could do 
a bulb of the Elephant Ear, and 


on. Her grandson, Broths 
if she c ouldn 't 
then seh wanted to 
that, and she wanted to 
she could do that, too. 


OH 




So things turn thiscool space during birthday week. But just 
so long as the freeshias keep dancing, all is weel and all, I hop^ 
is happy by little Mi3S Lee...... 


n 



Thursday, April 1st, 2954. 


Memorai dumi 

Birthday week and just to show what it could do, the 
weather, as though apologetic for yesterday's dews and damps, 
swept the sky of clouds about midnight and this morning's 
dawn was glorious. A bright sun immediately eliminated 
the low record for this time of year, —about 41 degrees, and 
the temperature all day was moderate and lovely. I hope 
you got a glimpse of the same sunshine in your neighborhood, 
too. 

1 finally got around to read Mina's letter and am enclosing 
it. When I wrote her, anticipating she might be in the 
hospital, I tried to describe this or that new wrinkle in 
the gardens which, I gather, must have sounded as though 
an invitation were being extended. Frankly, it wasn t. 

tut as Celeste will be back in September and will be 
delighted to have Mina stay with her, --at least so she now thinks 
the burden of host will fall across the fence and ought not 
to upset whatever is erupting at the big house. 

It was kind of her, I must say, to offer giving me a hand, 
should I contemplate another plate. I think I shall not 
have to impose on her health and good nature but I do 
appreciate her indness in offering. 

And it's nice he ring from Bob but I must confess 
the secretaries lack smoothness when encountering his individual¬ 
istic phrases and so, as a consequence, I , too, often find mysel 
loosing track of things as they slip off the path with endless 
frequency. 






I 
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I am so glad you told me about the dress rehersal at 
Carnegie, with Toscanni conducting, Surely it is remarkable 
that a man of his age should still be such a uital force 
in one of the world's greatest orchestras, And 
I assume he neuer suffers while on the podeum as poor Peter 
Illyovitch did, constnatly distracted by the fear that his head 
might suddenly fall off his shoulders and bounce out into the 
audience • 

But speaking of both men, how wonderful it was to hear 
the one conducting the other's Sixth Symphony, Undoubtedly 
the combination could scarecly be beat, And how enchanted 
Frua von Meek and Peter Illyovitch must have been, glancing 
down from their respective clouds and sensing how much 
the performance was meaning to at least one very special 
member of the audience• 

Last night I listened - by chance -- to the National 
boradcast of Keys to the Capitol in which Joseph C, Marsh, Earle 
dt al discussed various aspects of things swirling a round 
in Washington, I thought it odd that none of the keen minds 
on the program seemed able to get the real point as 
to Presidential powe t r over Congress, One pointed out that 
the President doe3n t want to impose hi3 will on Congress, 
another said he couldn't without controlling Congress to begin 
with, and other said that while he was popular with the people, 
he simply didn't have the Congressional votes for his program, 

.It seems to me in the final analysis, the President has power 
to impose his will on Congre33, not by his influence over that 
joint boQtf, but by his control of the people who, if he 
be popular, can almost always stir them to such a pitch that they 
in turn, will impose their will on Congress so that the 
president, indirectly, is thus able to put through his programs 
if he is, indeed, popular with the people and wants to fight for 
tthe cause he feels is right. 



I liked it when Joseph Marsh remarked in the parity 
discusssion that he had taken home some butter the other night 
and his children didn't like the taste of it, wanting oleo in¬ 
stead, as they were accustomed to it and not the much talked a bou 
butter, Re-educatiig the younger generation seems quite a chore 
the dairymen have cut out for themselves . 


And so birthday week jogs along and the promise for the 
morrow is sunshine, I hope there is heaps of it, and 
particularly wherever little Mis3 Lee chances to find herself 


Friday, April 2nd, 1954, 


’ 11 . 1 • '' 1 ' 

• • 1 ' 

Memorandum : 

It's pure summer and may you be able to say as much for 
your own immediate surroundings, 

Most of today's mail w as uninteresting enough but I 
liked and I think you will like the letters from Grumbling 
and from Farley # 

Helen must have been playing by the wayside after school 
for she didn't arrive at Yucca until two minutes before 
the supper bell tapped, Accordingly we galloped through 
the letters at breakneck speed and I was perfectly 
enchanted when in reading Farley's letter she recited 
that he was suffering from various things\ including "fallen 
acres" instead of fallen arches. That must be what s wrong 
with those gentlemen making up the real estate lobby, 

I was amused, too, although I am not sure if was due to 
correct or incorrect reading that, in the Grumbling letter, 
she mentioned the first mistress of Melrose as being 
Therese Marie, Farle\j ought to like that one, too, 

A quick note from obina, giving me a» address I was 
unable to get transcribed before supper, indicated that she 
was hurrying to get ahead of her postman's arrival, 
and she merely added she expected Caroline shortly, —I suppose 
next week, when Caroline expected to get rigged up with new 
Spring finery before going on to Dallas to give a song and 
dance before the Iris Club there. From what Caroline 
said when here, she is planning to do a like perfomrance at the 
Louisiana Iris Show in Lagayette on the 11th or 12th, 
a nd what with other speaking tours on the docket, she will 
be flying a round the country at a great rate and, if she 
doesn t watch out, the Briarwood dogwdod will be going to 
the dogs. 
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It has been a year or two, I guess, since I have read 
a book about China, except for the W. 0. Douglas volume 
on Indo-China, and I don t recall giving a ;i y special 
thought to Chinese art lately, but the somnolent mind being 
what it is, there's probably little use trying to gues 3 
when thoughts and imagines were pigeon-holed and when they 
Way be expected to come to the fore. It i8 not at all surprising 
that night before last, little Miss Lee figured in a somewhat 
pointless dream in which she and I walked endlessly through 
a somewhat narrow gallery, —miles of it, heavily carpeted and 
richly adorned with lovely occasional pieces on which rested 
magnificient pieces of rare Chinese art objects, the walls of the 
gallery admirably hu n 9 with rare Chinese paintings and 
tapestries. lhat the dream should have transpired during the mi 
of this birthday week seems natural enough, but why a Chinese 
setting, I cannot fathom. But the end of the dream remains as vag 
a s the beginning, and 1 liked everything about the middle part 
and it appeared we both were enjoying the luxriousnes 3 of the 
setting and the lovlines3 of the treasures. If you are one 
good at dream interpretations, I shall be all ears to hear. 

t 

I read a d a b from the R, L. S. biography last night. I 
don't recall any direct quotations but I was impressed by 
the reference to articles written in 1888 when R. L. S. was in 
Saranac, flew ork, doing a few things for Scribner's when he 
seemed to anticipate much of the psychiatric notions* 
that would gain currency two decades later, bringing the 
author to observe that with the developement of that field, 
the Ten Commandments would be splintered into ten thousand 
pieces, which is really something to ponder on f don't you think. 

Having gone through all the seasons within the past few 
days, how nice it is to end up birthday week , the full rush 
of Spring.Only a week hence will sufficient time have elapsed 
for me to learn how things really went, but until then, I 
shall be holding the thought that it has been ever and 
ever so pj ea3ant. Never do I cease to marvel how well ordered 
the Universe can seem if there i3 but one person in it 
with whom it can be shared...... 


CG39 


Sunday, April 4th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

The week end turned out so differently from expectations. 

I had supposed there would be a Wenk hurly-burly but I 
witnessed none. The forecast for the weather was cool but 
cloudless. It turned out cloudy and warm. I took 
pilgrims as a matter of course. Perhaps>Joe c a ught them at the 
front gate and spun them about. I doubted an opportunity 
to read anything much but actually got R. L. S. and his 
Snager Circus household from Saranac to San Franqisco and slap 
around the Paricif. Frankly, the week end was a pleasant surprise 

*J • H . was not at dinner, having gone to Dallas or some other 
strange place. We were but five, —the Regard girls, Joe, 

Pat and I. After dinner, Joe wanted Pat and me to go look at the 
3ite he has selected. He wanted to a3k me about some pre-building 
planting. He envisions bamboo to cut off the view of his home 
site from the highway running from Melrose to the bridge. 

A good stand of b a mboo will do it, —and take the rest of 
the place, too. He asked me if I would plant it. I told 
him I would if he would supply me with two men to dig the 
bamboo and a truck to haul it and two men to plant it. He 
3aid he might go to Sf. Joseph, Louisiana and St. Louis, Missouri 
on the morrow. That will be perfectly alright, too. 

Saturday's post was curious, only a few letters in long 
h a nd, including one from Madam Marco, which none of my avilable 
helpers could decipher. Perhaps I shall have better luck 
on the morrow. 

» v a. " * . 

According to report, Hodding Carter will be in Natchitoches 
on Thursday and Friday. A telephone from the college indicates 
that he has asked that his schedule while there be so arranged thai 
he can get down to 3ee me. Joe wants to meet him if at home and 
for the tenth time has asked me to take him to the Aswells. 

Taking Joe to see Jimmy and Rosalind will be the only way I shall e 
bestir myself to take time out for such a social visit. 










f 
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Returning to the ti 
remark on the reference 


, L, S, biogrcp hy f or a moment, I wanted to 
to the domestic set up on Samoa in the early 


1890's, as reported by none other than one Henry Adams at the 
time he and his friend, Lafarge, visited the Stevensons, As 
might be expectd, the Adams refernce was caustic and brilliant 
and impregnated with details stressing the seamy side of the 
menage, such as being received by R, L, 
dirty pajamas and Mrs. Stevenson, like 
ancient atche 2 official records would 
old ditto"• 


S, who was clad 


wise 

have 


wearing, as 


m 

the 


expressed it in one 


The slaternly times domestic arrangements of the Stevensons is 
probably one reason why I could never warm much to their doings, 
in spite of the fact that I am not particularly fastidious, H u t 
if disorder and helter skelter constituted the order of the d ay 
for the Stevensons, one can readily imagine how such slovenliness 
would have irked exceedingly anyone so notoriouslyfinicky and snobbish 
as Henry Adams who, incidentally, pointed out that R . L . S,, apparantl\\ 
had never heard of enry's distinguished grandfather, John Adams, and 
that in itself must have been something of a blow to any Adams, 


The biographer, Furans, did not, in this recorded version, 
the source from which the Henry Adams letter concerning the 
Stevensons, was taken, and so I know not if it may have been 
from published or unpublished correspondence , as I recall 
the Samoa reference in "‘The Education of Henry Adams", the latter 
goes no more into detail about the place than, f say, did Will Percy, an 
it seems to me a great pity that both men didn t do something more 
a bout their impressions of the place, 

I must apologize for tuning this memo into such a "literary eveni 
for all this chatter concerning details in an unfamiliar cannot 
possibly hold much interest, &ut I must break off anyway, for 
the night advances and soon it will be time for Mae Craig on 
Meet the Press will be weedlvng some politician for all she is 
worth and more than said politician, probably, 

% 

I am holding the thought your week end may have been filled 
if large measure of the peace that was unexpectedly mine and that 
the natal week, all in all, turned,out ever so pleasantly .. 





Monday, April 5th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

Full summer is upon us, including the necessity for 
short sleeve - short tail shirts. Everything appears 
to be recognizing the advent of the hot season save the gourds, 
a nd I suppose they will be making signs of recognition 
in a day or two by appearing above ground, for I planted 
the seed a week or ten days ago, 

0 

I had one of those rare sensations today when 
I laughed outright at the same time I felt sorry, when 
Celeste told me that she had just learned that Madam Beaufort 
had suddenly decided she wanted to make the religious tour 
of Europe in the same party that Celeste is a member. 

What with Madam Beaufort's reputation for being 
a ll sweetness and light at one moment and all Hell and 
brimstone the next, Celeste is quite right in being unable 
to envision a European jaunt in her company. Why 
diybotfy want 3 to make a tour in a party to start with, 

I can t imagine . In the second place, I can't imagine 

either lady wanting to be a member of a group of which 

the other is enroled . I shall be amused to see how the 

thinglttkisk there's nothing of particular interest in 

Mrs, Stirling's letter, but I enclose it anyway, I 

am not surprised to learn that she received a letter, 

characterized in spots by big open spaces. Every once 

in a while this machine kicks o er the traces, the 

ribbon neglecting to reverse whereupon a most restful silence 

developes, and then, oddly enough, without any protest 

or recognition, if fact, of it failure to function, the 

thing suddenly begins tracking again, and perhaps 

in the middle of a word or phrase, I suppose, which must 

make it just dandy for anyone trying to figure out 

what I may have been driving at. 

Since Helon Hughes makes hooked rugs and since Mrs, 
Stirling would like to seil some, I suggested that Helon Hughes 
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might give thought to doing some carrying the camellia 
mctif and some using the iri3 t I figure that each 
February and each April, hordes of people converge on 
South Louisiana for the Camellia Show and the Iris Show, 
and since people going to the trouble to attend such events 
are bound to h a ve the respective flowers pretty much on 
their minds, beautifully fashioned hooked rugs, such 
as Melon can make, and carry a motif of the thing upper 
most in the travelers' respecitve minds, such merchandise 
might h a ve unusual appeal . I have also suggested to Mrs, 
Stirling that she might do well in her 8hop with glass 
p n per weights bearing ^„ its center the likeness of 
a camellia and an iris a# an inexpensive come-on to 
prospective customers * 0 f the more precious merchandise• 

I assume a sack of Melrose mail may have gone to 
Melville or any old place except here since in-coming 
matter has been light _ Life magazine usually is received 
on Friday, Last week's copies of Life that pass through 
the Melrose post office haven't put in an appearance yet, 

I never lost an issue, I am glad to say, but once in a 
while letters appear to dwaddle, as do second class material, 

I chanced to hear Elmer Davis last night for the 
first time in ever so long, I certainly think he is the 
best of my favorite commentators, If you, too, chanced to 
hear him, you probably got a chuckle, too, when he said 
that the President was slated to go on the air Monday 
night to take the fear out of us about the hydogen bomb and 
that Attorney General Borwnell, at the President's request, 
would go on the i air on Friday night, and probably, 
if running true to form, would succeed in putting all 
the fear b a ck into us, Mr, D aU i S i 3 a sight. 

One more glance at the thermometer and something 
tells me I shall soon be giving serious thought to the 
Tender Leaf department, I so highly prize my ice bucket, 

I am impptient to begin using it, his year we seem to have 
been denied tfxything suggesting a reasonable facsimile of Sprin 
but I am hoping you are entering upon a lovely prlonged one,,,. 
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Tuesday, April 6th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

How nice ta have your letter of the 30 th in today's post, 

* 

It i 3 good that you Saved it to append some additional particu 
of subsequent activities, later in the same day and suceeding 
ones, 

I'.m 30 happy things turned so pleasantly in spite of the 
curious weather but I feel a little sleepy whenever think of 
the Long Island hejira and the late hour of your return and un¬ 
doubtedly the too early dawn of the next day, 

. 

Hut if things turned out so pleasantly both at the office and 
with your associates, and especially at dinner time, the energy 
was well expended, even though momentarily over drawn, 

» 

There are so many things in your letter that I wanted to 
touch on and yet at this sitting I shall refer to but one or 
two, including my thanks to you for thinking of me in regard 
to the article in Antiques which sounds wonderful, especially 
the map you mention . On receipt of same, I shall jot down some 
of the names and, send them along to Mary Rhodes, I am familiar 
with some of these, I suppose, 3ince I am acquainted with some 
of the desce dants from those pre-1729 settlers * 

A pause between this paragraph and the above when Hodding 
Carter's representative telephoned concerning his Melrose 
appointment. It seem that said Carter is a civilian 
member of the Army camp inspection business, —I have no 
idea what that is adl about, but whatever it is, it entitles 
him to an air place with crew by which he will be tr veling down 
from Greenville, Mis 3 t on Thursday and to which he will return 
on Friday afternoon, 1 was a sked about Friday morning as 
a possibility and I allowed as how that would do. Just what 
the trip to. Hatchitoches has to do about Army camp3, I wouldn t 
know and I suppose it has nothing, but travel on the tax payer s 
gasoline ought to be fine, assuming it is all within the law. 


I 


I ✓ 
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And as I turned this page, my telephone rang again, bringing 
me the news that n y friend, Dr. John Kyser has just been 
elected by the State Board of Education to be the Hew 
President of northwestern in town. With Dr. Joe Fletcher at 
South stern and Dr. Kyser at northwestern, it seems as though 
we ought to be able to wig-way educational connections from 
two fronts without too much difficulty # 

I was so interested if what you had to tell me about 
your initial contact with the opus of H. B. S. Before 
the year runs out, I may try to have another go at the 
book which I have tried three times to read within the 
last few years ai d could never get anywhere in any of 
the attempts. I think it the dullest thing I ever attempted 
and it is possible that the reader in this particular edition 
is on the uninspired side, too, for I should imagine that 
had Mr. A. Scourby given it a twist, e miQhhave succeeded 
in making it just a little more palatable . 


ut in view of its dullness, perhaps it is just as 
fortunate that you never did get into the story. 

And at the same time, I am thinking about Stephan Zweig's 
idea of years back when he took up the matter of 
boiling down and putting into readable language a heap of 
the books that have made history, —but not for their 
value as pieces of literature of which, as in the case of 
one Harriet Beecher's, which wa s certainly a flat tire, in 
spite of the fact that the furor about slavery in 1858 when 
it was turned out, made it something that everybody had to 
read, including that lady in the harem of the King of Siam, of 
whom Anna spoke in her journal. 


And so -i come to another day, and one in which I find I 
h a ve to brit)g to cw end by writing a billion things for 
school friends, not to mention quite a few letters . I feel so 
full of zest at the close of this busy, hot summer 1 s day, and 
all because of the happiness that is mine, thanks to the 
letter f rom little Miss Lee. 






\ 


i * * 
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Wednesdy, April 7th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

Full summer continues. I suppose it was 85. or 90 
during the afternoon. Rain had been promised and even 
some clouds appeared to confirm the forecast, but the clouds 
meandered off and tonight the young moon have the heavens to 
herself to share with the stars. 

It seemed wise to give thought to some electric fans 
before the morning had advanced too far and I am glad I 
had them put in order, for tonight the breeze created by a 
low speed suits me perfectly. 

Another sign of summer's arrival came in the form of 
a chimney sweep which, I am glad to say, made his bow by 
going down the chimney and out into Miss Alberta's house 
and not Yucca. If bird migration marches along in 
graduated order, - the largest birds first, and so on down the 
line, the fact that "les Hirondelles" have arrived would 
suggest that we might be expecting the humming birds 
ilmost ai y day now. Anothe suggestion that this is likely 
is the fact that the honey suckle is beginning to blossom, 
and I always associate their first flowers with the first 
of the season's hum mi,n 9 birds » 

Your friend. Madam Beaufort, is forever worrying me a bout 
next autumn's gourd crop and accordingly I sent her some 
of my.precious Sugar gourd seed by mail today. I 
haven t a doubt she will counter by telling me that she 
can't-raise gourds in the fashion of little Miss D 0 rmon. 

And thi3, I suppose is true'in la Beaufort's case for 
in summer she is always galavanting somewhere or bther and 
aourds have a way of getting no where is half neglected. 

1‘hey seem to thrive on a certain amount of attention and 
in rare instances, they do wonderfully is ignored 
completely during the growing season, but nothing seems 
quite so deadly for them as being half looked after, which 
is probably what happens when Beth gets in the big road. 
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In your Tuesday letter, you were so kind as to offer 
to send the Beaumont volumes if it seemed well to lend them 
to Mrs, Stirling, I can think of no one in Louisiana who 
would be more responsible and yet I h a ve a feeling it is 
better for us to hold on to these, although for the life of 
me, I cannot think why, although I assume there's something 
in the back of my mind about the manuscript Lora and I did using 
those volumes as a foundation 




U JJ ncLiia, 1 should imagine few if any people, 
living in Vest Fel iciana a n <2 Wilkinson (Voodville ) and Adams Countit 
who would care anything about them, Assuming that they 
never w ent through a very large edition it is probable there 
aren t too many copies on the market Still as a collector's 
item, I think they a r ® not popular and therefore probably 
are never given much of a price when a private library containing 
them, is thrown on the market After your r emarkable buy of 
t e $2 5.00 Sarah, Lorsay volumS at something like 10 cents, 

I have a feeling that some time y ou might chance on to one 
or the of t - - ru n - ■ 2 . .» - : , j 

/U a ’ ■% y 0ll and I are as one in finding fun {n keeping 

3Uch desiderata in the b a ck of our minds against the day when 
good fortune tosses one unexpectedly across our path If any 
such luck should be ours we might investsome token amount 
andeventually make a presentation *■>urely the lady would trasure 

them and since they may hV chance*be acquired for a song, it 
would not cost us m uch, —we could see to that since they should 
be picked up Qn - if inexpensive and during the interim of 
keeping them m mind, we might experience 0 cents worth of 
fun having them on our list, A telephone call to any second 
book dealer would proba f ly im pose a fnacy price 0 n anything asked fi j 
b t some chance rumaging may eventually u ncover the items for 
nothing, I think Le t us retain our copy and, if you like, 

keep la Beaumont*in mind through the next two or three years 
to see ir n ho i ding the thought will ppoduce anything 


hand 


next 

9 . 


let's 

JU3t 

in this 

matter. Isn't it odd, too, that withina radius~ of half a hundted 
miles not a soul fadiating from Voodville, St. Francisville or 
llatches ever saw the book whereas we out-landers have absorbed it 
with pleasure and hilarity, - especially in the "Lol" department, 

I want to listen to "Keys to the Gapitol over the National 
system tonight at 9:30 and so I shall get no opportunity 
to chase H, L, S . around the islands of the Pacific tonight, 

I suppose Joseph C, Harsh will figure in the program and I always 
like to hear what he has to 3ay,,,,,,, 


* 


Thursday, April 8th, 19 54. 


t 

Memorandum : 

% 

Cloudy and warm with the radio still promising 
rain but no one South of Dallas seeming to get any # Tonight 
there's a breeze from the Gulf. Perhaps we shall get 
some from that quarter, I hope. 

The day was a busy one, what with a couple of gardeners 
to inspire to bigger and wider operations, not to mention 
two sets of pilgrims in the morning and three sets in the 
ufterffbenin-coming 1st class mail wasn t much but a 
package from Dora proved interesting, I had complained to 
his about destructive propensities of the dog3 arcoss the 
fence and how, on their daily visits, they could mash up 
more plants than I could set to rights in a week. The littlt 
parcel contained a bottle containing "Dogzoff", —what 
a name . Adcording to the instructions, one shakes well 
before using __the "Dogzoff", I assume, not the dogs 
The label gois on to state that if the stuff is sprayid 
any place where dogs are not wanted, »_flower beds, 
trees, lamp posts, etc,, the canine population will 
avoid the neighborhood of said sprayed spot3. It sounds 
like wonderful stuff, —if it works The boxer delights 
in chasing Grandpa only ^ ronc *pa stands his ground and 
there s much racket that goes on as a result of the 
succeeding tests of will power. Perhaps I had better 
sprinkle a little on Grandpa and solve that problem, too, 

I didn t get an opportunity to try the stuff out today 
but I shall getaround to it in a day or two and shall file 
a report as to what juck I have with it, UTith such 
a name, surely great things should be expected of it, 

» ■ 

Sometime between jumps today, I had a moment's 
chat with the local artist who drop in to say Howdy, lou 







" -s 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, 1~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


6648 


nT’ 1 1 

T *{ " 


6649 


would have loved her new wig, it wa8 so shiney black 
a nd looking more like the material from which a du3t mop 
is made, then slicked down with black shellac, than 
anything I ca» think of. Save for the curve of 
the head which the strands foolow, the hair is straight as 
far as a» inch or so withthe terminal of the locks where 
the ends swirl into something that vaguely suggests 
spit curl. The thing might have teen made for 
Claudette olbert had she contemplated the role of 
Sadie Thompson in "Rain" but nobody ever created it 
with little Hiss dunter in mind. It is a little too 
swi 3 hy for her trim figure and her turbans are much 
smarter, but every once in a while she simply has to "bu3t oi 
in a new perruque and this seem3 to be the 1954 version, 
and, if I may say so, it's a sight. But by some miracle 
it does seem to clipp off about 25 or 30 years from her 
appearance a^d at the same time creates the impression of 
a somewhat over-done colored flapper which, for the mood she 
m a y be in, probably suits her to a T. My guess is, however, 
that by the next time I see her, she will be back in 
aturb a n of some sort 1;n less, a3 the new headgear may 
indicate, she is looking out for a new husband t but that 
would seem unlikely, although n o one can ever be sure in 
just which direction little Miss Hunter will jump next, 
and there must be loads <of "Manuel's cousins" scattered up 
and down the river. 

K % * l 

he radio tonight mentioned that Senator McCarthy 
is visiting Westbrook Peglar in Arizona I should imagine 
that ought to make a perfect host-guest combination since 
they ought to see about eye-to-eye as they practied 
tossing over ripe vegetables at everyone except themselves. 

I just stepped out on the gallery to give Grai dpa 
and one of the Mongolia twins a second saucer of milk and 
noticed a huge circle around the moon The readers of 
atmospheric signs in the weather section would declare 
this presaged a storm. I am holding the thought 
we may get our ain after all and if there must be 
a choice between rain and Holding C a rter on the morrow, 

I shall take the rain which we need right now, and 
Mr. Carter can always make n nother round later. 

And what in the world do you ever reckon happened to 
that storm girl in the golden west....... 


Friday, April 9th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find ,your Tuesday air mail thi3 morning. 

» 

It goes without saying that I am vastly interested 
in the atom business and am holding the thought with all 
that is mine to hold. 

f 

As suggested, the matter will undoubtedly have been disposed of 
by the time this memo comes to hand. I 3hall not refer to it 
again until subsequent information comes my way. 

■find how nice to know that Antiques is en route and that I may 
retain it for the tresors department. I know I am going to 
enjoy the articles on Hatches and on Chinaware and I shall 
like them doubly because, in exploring their contents, I shall, as 
it were, be journeying along the same orad that you have traveled, 
feeling the while that you, too, are re-tracing the same route along 

The weather here remains cloudy and warm but no longer is 
there any promise of rain, although Alexandria and Shreveport have 
been luckier to the tune of an inch and a half. The dryness isn't 
serious but, a d a b of dampness would work wonders. 

You will be interested to know that Hodding Carter came to see 
me this afternoon. He brought Mrs. Carter who reminded me of 
a nice Blythe Rand, 20 years yonder, and H. Carter, Jr., who is 
enjoying his Spring vacation from college. He is rather tall 
and thin. 

I thought Hodding Carter Sr. was tall and thin, too, but 
I discovered that he is rather shorter than I and rather more 
heavily built. 

They saw Melrose, slightly on the hurried side, but not 
awfully, although they all had to be back in Greenville by 7 and 
it was after 3 when they left here. I suppose they were going 
by plane, as Greenville, I suppose, may be four or five hundred mile. 


I 
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They loved Melrose and want to come back. Hodding doesn 1j 
possess a bubling sense of humor but he did say that if I didn t 
mind when he returned, he would like to take a scarpbook and 
retire to the Chapel, not being sure if he would give all 
his attention or divide it equal ly between the book and the Blessed 

Martin. 

He blasted Senator McCarthy which naturally found a sympathetic 
echoic m y hall of estimations. He has been in Bruma, Indo-China and 
South East Asia i not long back. He says the Communists, among 
other things, are putting out th.e word in that area that the 
United States will never admit Hawaii as a State because the U. S, 
disdains the Asians for their o-olor even as they disdain the Africans 
And then, he said, as thought to prove how right the Communists are, 
Senator Eastland of Mississippi, orated in the Senate the other day, 
saying the U, S, had enough racial problems without bringing into 
Stacjehood the awaiian Islands where all those orientals live, and 
that nobody could trust an oriental # Apparently nobody can trust 
Senator Eastland either • 

Hodding said that the Longs and especially Huey, was one of 
the worst enemies he had ever had and accordingly he was surprised 
to find himself admiring Huey’s son, Bussell, for he feels as a 
Seantor, he has done heroic things to counteract the die-hard 
Senators and Representatives from the South . He said Bussell 
at cost of political backing and support of pet bills, had jumped ini 
the battle for the admission of Hawaiian Islands, writing letters 
denouncing Island millionaires from the Islands who were trying 
to prevent Statehood from being accorded, I was so sorry, as were 
all three of them, that time prevented them from lingering longer, 
but they all are determined to return Hodding asked the name 
of the shop in town that carries the Cane ^iu«r series. He said 
he proposed acquiring a set he has the Melrose Plantation one, - 
both as .deaors for their ho1he~and as an historic document, 

'I 

He told me he had traveled twenty thousand miles during the 
past few days and is off again tonight for some place. His 
energy appears controlled and ample but he is bound to be 
physically tired. He explored the gold fish in the big pot before 
he glanced at Yucca. I mentione this to indicate he is inclined 
to get "the cart before the hore " but his ability to get the 
main features if not the more subtle ones is obvious and perhaps 
that is why he seemed so genuinely de3ireous of returning more 
leisurely. And everybody liked the gardens probably in part because 
the big milk and wine lilies are at their best and the green is lovel 

I shall be holding the thought from here on out . 


- 1 
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Sunday, April 11th, 1954. 


Memorandum: 

• 

We had such a nice one inch rain Saturday, followed by 
much sunshine and warmth today. The nation wide weather report 
gave the impression that your section was getting its rain today. 

I hope it didn t cramp any programs that would have been better 
without the dampness. 

The day was definitely on the social side here, what with 
dinner guests including Betty Regard Courager and husband and Hr. 
and Mrs. Landry from New Iberia. J. H. and Pat had to leave 
the dinner table to head out for Houston and so Joe and I 
divided honors, --Joe giving a tour of the pecane orchards, 

I of the gardens. Everybody had a pleasant time and I thought 
the day was closing at 5 when they drove out but I was wrong, 
for another car was just driving in, —Lillian Trichell and 
her daughter, Lillian. 

They sat until 7 and we covered much iris ground, for 
they were jU3t returning fro a two or three day trip to 
Lafayette. In the midst of things as Lillian and I were sitting 
on the sofa and her d ughter facing us, Lillian surpised us by 
reaching over a hugging me, after which she e xplained 
that she had chatted with Miss Myra at the Iris Show and told 
her 3 he was stopping here whereupon Miss Myra asked her to give 
me a huge hug. 4 . 

Lillian said her step mother had died on the 19th and that 

she would perhaps get down to see us more often. 

She asked if the orioles had arrived at this bend of the river c 

I s&d I was expecting to welcome them any day. She said she 
was fearing they would be here much too soon for her wishes as 
they love to snip the seed out of the iris pods before she could 
resaue same. Lillian, of course, loves birds but I think she loves 
native iris more which must be something of a strain on her 
enthusiasms• As I never fool with the seed of the native iris, 
the local orioles are free to help themselves, and if finding seed 
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induces them to sing for joy, I shall be enchanted if they find 
bushels • 

Janes Aswell telephoned me last night and taled for on hour one! 
ten minutes• Obviously he had heard of the Carter visit, 

He didn't sound drunk but his words indicated a curious twist of 
his thinking, In the first place, he said that he was 
going to propose that school children be given a tour of 
two homes to show them how to fool the public and thus become 
rich and great heroes, First .he would have them conducted 
to Greenville to visit the Carter estate with all his 
neatly kept gardens and its imposing mansion and after that 
a s a sort of side trip, he would have them conducted through 
Hyde Park, It seems, according to Mr, Aswell, that Roosevelt 
fooled the public by making them think he was a liberal and 
so was able to connive with the Japanese so that Peral Harbor 
could be destory and thus force America into the war. Carter, 
in his opinion, was playing the same game but on a smaller 
stage . 

ft » 

e asked me if I ever saw the current newspapers, I told 
him I depended solely on the radio. He said that in that 

event, I couldn't possibly have a clear understanding of \ 

McCarthy and what a great man he is since all the radio people 

are against him and only the press supports him• As for 

Mr, Eisenhower, he is a non-entity, according to Mr, Aswell, who 

will always be enthusiastic about the oosevelt-Truman policies 

since he i 3 indebted to Roosevelt for having elevated him and 

Truman for maintaining him, dubious characters both j . 

putting a third rate man in line for carrying out their own 

unpatriotic schemes Somehow in the itrade, Hodding Carter was 

somehow mired up in all this, but just how he also fitted into 

the picture, I am not quite sure and it really doesn t matter. 

Besides, after an hour and ten minutes of such cockeyed 
monologue, my mind had ceased trying to ferret cut his strange 
reasoning, if any. Perhaps Aswelll admires only dead writers and 
resents the existence of living ones who are more successful than 
he, ut oddly enough, in view of his financial status, if any, 
he should be supporting not the party of big wigs in the financial 
sphere politically, but then down trodden factory workers in the »... 

1880 '3 always voted Republican although that was the Party that 
was their worst opponent, How odd some people do perk. 

Bo hope you had a nice quiet day and lots are straight ahead . 



Monday, April 12th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

I had su ch a pleasant morning, and only you can 
imagine how such unimportant things delighted my soul, 

• 

At 6 30, for example, as I was passing our Yucca side gate 
beneath of big pecane, the unmistakeable and inimitable 
liquid notes of the season's first oriole came earthward like 
a benediction from on high, I was really entranced, 

And then, even as in 1945, the first great blossom of 
the old magniola grandiflora by the side gate leading across the fe i 
unfolded its ivory globe • With Winter and Spring playing 
ducks and drakes this year, I shouldn t have been surprised if 
it had been behind scheduled but here it was right on time, - 
at the very top of the tree and I loved it. 

And then somebody telephoned for an appointment, asking 
me if Hawaiian would be permitted to visit lelrose, Wasn t 
that odd, —so soon after what Hodding Carter had had to say 
on the matter. Since the question was asked, one would 
assume that there may have been evidences of raical prejudice, 
although that is only a guess. Well, naturally, the ladies 
were received, —two Caucasians and two Orientals, he 
latter were delight d with all they had to see and I was glad to 
be able to ask them if ■awaii had ever done much about the memory 
of Robert Louis Stevenson who dwelt in the islands for a while, 

J-hey seemed as astonished as could, be that a n \jbody in America 
had ever heard of R, L, 3, being in B a waii, and so we were 
all able to do a little round in that department which 
lent a pleasant note to the contact. After I had given them a tour, 
I, turned them loose to operate their cameras a bit and they 
$ sought me out half an hour later in the gardens to thankz me 
for the happy morning they had had. It was kind of them to 
take the trculbe to hwit me up, and naturally it was I 
who had had all the pleasure, 
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Tuesday, April 13th, 1954, 


One hears such odd things on the telephone, Just as 
I turned this page $ Mrs. flood called me from Matchietches. 

She said she had seen Rosalind Aswell at Church (Episcopal) 

yesterday and that Rosalind had asked her to tell me 

that she had just finished the text and illustrations of a brochure 

she has been doing for United States Steel and asked her 

to tell me that when she had rested a bit, she would love 

to have Mrs. flood join her in a few trips to Melrose so 

that Mrs. Wood might read aloud while the artist worked on 

Lestan's portrait, I'm wondering what brought that on. 

Perhaps Rosalind has forgotten 1 have a reading machine in 
case she wishes the model to be distracted by talk while 
she is at work. Or perhaps Mrs. flood has been stirring up 
a three-some in order to get in on the sittings # I didn't 
talk with osalind the other night when her husband was doing 
his symposium of an hour and 20 minutes duration but if 
Roaadlind had been contemplating portraiture in the 
immediate future, I reckon she could easily enough have horned in 
on the monologue her husband was giving me. 

% 

I .suppose I shall have to wait until autumn to learn for 
certain if I was wrong in defying the igh -Priests of Voo-doo 
orthodoxy by not waiting until Good Saturday to plant the 
, gourd seed, I made a round of the several spots where I 
envisioned them likely as having a good chance and was pleased, — 
and a little astonished, to discover that apparantly everything 
planted had sprouted and now tand about three inches above ground. 
Perhaps I had better give a look to the ancient Japanese sword we 
.use in trimming the palms in order that I may be ready to start 
whacking my way out of the jungle should the luxuriance of the 
vines prove to be half of what the initial prediction stated in 
regard to the Sugar ^ourd, --to 3ay nothing of the yellow bumpy 
variety and the dipper ones. Actually I planted them in 
ten different places in various sections, perhaps a dozen 
hills with half a dozen seed to the hill, and after that and 
for good measure, planted more along fences where ample sunshine 
promises a fair chance for thq things to thrive. If Jack frost 
or cows or hogs or humans don t trample more than 99 per cent of 
the embryo vines, there ought to be ample gourds for everybody 
South of the Mason-Rixon Line, and one above, don't you think so.,.. 


Memorandum : 

Full summer continues, partly cloudy and very humid, which 
is just another way of saying that green things are growing 
mightily and colored and white folks are sagging just a little, 

• 

I was altogether delighted when the copy of Antiques bounced 
of this morning's mail pouch. Meedless to 3ay, I examined it 
page by page and delighted with all the promises it hold for 
me in the printed section. A couple of secretaries came to 
hand on schedule thisafternoon but interruptions prevented 
me from getting through the first class mail and Antiques both. 
Frankly, the first class stuff can wait but I do want to read 
the Matches business.and the article on hinaware you recommended. 

A box came by Express, enclosing a card from 

"Bill and Kay". I guess the hot weather must have knocked my 
memory out of kilter momentarily for I couldn t recall the 
identity of the couple. Come to think of it, I guess la Storm 
never before signed herself as Bill, which certainly strikes me 
quite inappropriate as a name. 

The box contained a flock of avacadoes. Most of them 
had been shipped when pretty ripe but there were dnough that 
were good so that could give them to Celeste to make a big 
salie for both sides of the fence. The salade, I might add was 
delicious • 

• > 

Y 0 u will laugh when I tell you that in view of the e xcellent 
progress being made by the gourd crop, as revealed by yesterday's 
tour of inspection, I .rounded up another batch of seed today 
and planted them regardless. I shudder when I contemplate 
the poss ibilites of what the harvest may be. Actually, a cold snap 
will probably come along before the month has played out and 
they will all turn up their toes before really getting well started, 
I 3hall worry about a freeze after it arrives, not before. 


I 
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By chance I stumbled on to the Truman speech about 
witch burning last night and found it exceedingly timely. 

And what with all the racket tonight ~bout the Oppenheimer 

business, perhaps the same speech could be re-braodcast 

to advantage tonight . How gleefully the boys in the Kremlin 

must be rubbing their hands t Imagine the effect 011 

world opinion should,it be announced from Moscow that 

their prize atomic expert had been denounced because somebody 

suspected him of being sympathetic toward capitqlism. 

It doesn't seem enough to give mediocrity Congressional immunity 
but we must even hurl rotten eggs at our best brains, too. What 
a commentary on our times, and how simple seems the Salem 
witch burnings in comparison. 

In today's batch of pilgrims, —I didn't see all who came, 
wsre three ladies from the Dallas area who were charming. There 
were three other ladies a couple of hours later from Shreveport. 

I liked them. They asked if they might make an appointment by 
telephone to come back later in the summer, "hen I said they 
might, one of them asked me to tell them if Sister chanced to 
be here at the time they planned coming. She explained 
that she has a property adjoining Sister's nursing home where 
stridentsounds float constantly in various directions and 
that 3 he avoids the property as much as possible as the 
racket depresses her as she realizes the institution 
is a nursing home where aged people are dumped by people 
of sufficient wealth to support their parents through a 
medium that gets them rid of them. The guess is that none 
of them once being "nursed" survives as a problem too long, 

. 

My telephone just rang, Mrs, Wood was calling to say that 
Rosalind had tried to .get me all afternoon to make an appointment 
for a,sitting. Would I telephone Rosalind, I would not but 
I didn t explain that I didn't relish another 70 minute con - 
versatton with James, esides, the Easter week end has already 
started for lots of people. Rosalind came make it next week 
or else. And so the d^y comes to a close and I'm hoping 
it ha3 been alright for little Miss Lee of whom I think so often • • •1 


Wednesday, April 14th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

How nice, how nice how nice... .and Praises be. 

'our Saturday letters to hand ii i which you express the 
hope that my Easter may be a happy one, and then, by way of^ 
guaranteeing it, you tell me the good news that all is serene 
again which, o course, makes the week end of happiness a 
certainty. 

The mail was quite heavy and I raced through two or three 
items between jumps but since the one J^rom little Miss Lee was 
the onely letter that mattered, I didn t concentrate too much 
on the contents of the others and unless some unexpected nocturnal 
secretary passes this way, what with a moon above and a horse opera 
at the local honkey-tonk, I shall not send along various bits 
of correspondence before the next post. 

There seemed to be a nice note from Irma O'^rian, one from 
Mrs. Stirling, etc*, etc., and one from Carolyn, saying that she 
was taking off the following day for Kansas City or some strange 
place to attend some sort of a TV thing. How she does fritter away 
her gifts by gadding. 

It was so thoughtful of you to acquaint me with the details of 
the new commercial arrangemtns which seem so good as to situation 
and so promising as a spot for resting tired feet after a prolonged 
pull through the book shops. °omehow I find it hilarious, the billion 
reasons this person and that may have for favoring one project 
or another. 

And my gratitude cannot be expressed to you or giving me a synop 
of the charming tale about the clay pot. I had never read it and 
somehow it was so wonderfully appropriate for just this season, 
liobody on earth would have ever thought of doing it and of taking 
the trouble to quote from it, and I cannot tell you how much all 
this means to me. 
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Thursday, *pril 15th, 1954. 


ah d of course I was entranced when you mentioned that 
Mrs. Roosevelt would be guest on the Sunday night "Meet the Press". 
Knowing of it in advance, I am hoping you were able to rig things 
up in such a fashion as to enable you to incline an ear in that 
direction at the proper time. 1 had not known that she was 
to be the guest but I was tuned in on the program a s it began and 
naturally was entranced at the prospect of what would be ins tore 
for the next half hour. Picture my disappointment when an 
interruption came just a bout five minutes after the program got going 
but in the same breath, imagine how entranced I was when, half an ho id 
later when I could return to my radio, I chanced to stumble over 
a re-broadcast just as the program was starting, and so I heard the 
first part over again and the balance straight through. »ith each 
hearing of her ideas, my admiration for her increases and the 
more grateful I am to God for giving the world such a wonderful soul. 

In yesterday's memo I intended mentioning the third 
set of pilgrims, made up of a man and woman in their 60's, 
coming from some place near Dallas. They were somehow 
unsuited to the elegance of their fine Cadillac, eading one 
to assume oil had ossed from beneath their feet after long 
years of strenuous labor. The wife was of the apple struddle 
variety in somewhat the Himalya manner. The husband, a shortened 
physical rendention of Mr. Eisenhower, with a keener mind than his 
wife but gently on the wacky side. There wasn t much culturally for 
them to comprehend but it did seem to give the man vast pleasure 
in testing the weight of everything moveable and something that 
weren't. In the library, he gingerly lifted the triple tier table 
and then asked his wife to do so. She did, but as though bored by 
h a ving done similar stupid things a million times before. 

Then he tested the weight of the sofa by lifting it just a shade from 
the floor. The wife was asked to follow suit, and did. 

Then the library table, then the low secretary and so on all around 
the big house, the Studio, the African Mouse and YucCa, the wife 
seemingly bored utterly b t willing to gratify his whim. As I 
headed them out of Yucca and down the Chapss Elysees goward 
the side gate, the man's face really learned as his eye caught sight 
of the big sugar pot. He rushed over to it with surprising animation 
placed both hands on it and, finding it immobeable, motioned to 
his w ife to come scurrying, as he exclaimed with vast glee and 
satisfaction : 

"Mow this here thing, —this is the real McCoy." 

Again my thanks for all the nice things coming my way from you 
this day . 


Memorandum : 

• 

Starting with a fine mist a round 5:30 this morning, a 
gentle reain developed by 8 o'clock and between then and 4:50, 
about 2 inches came down. It was a well behaved dab of humidit 
a nd was readily absorbed. We are promised a thunder shower bef 
midnight, followed by clearing skies, suggesting the 
impending week end may be pleasant. 

I was ble to wade through some mail today and shall enclo3 
some herewith or under separate cover. In a letter to Robina 
the other day 1 expressed regret that President Eisenhower when 
trying to remove excessive fear from the public mind by his Mon 
speech, did not employ some 3 uch analogy as the fact that 
every human being is said to have pneumonia germs in his 
lungs at all times and that while the public might be momentari. 
startled if some headline announced to the nation that 
the President's lungs harbored pneumonia germs, still, oh secon. 
thought, nobody would be too upset about it a nd that 
perhaps the same might Jbe said about reaction in some quarters 
regarding the smallness of the number of Communists in a 
population of one hundred sixty million non-Communists. I 
take it th.t this must h a ve inspired her to set forth her 
regards for Senator McCarthy and I am so glad she did, it 
so^much helps one to understand how. a splendid person 
like Robina can give support to the junior Senator from Wiscons 
a circumstances that might otherwise lead one to assume that 
his following was not entirely made up of others than his own 
type which most surely obina is not. 

r* • 

!lwo or three weeks b a ck I wrote Dora, requesting an opinion 
about a Hatches matter. As o now, I haven t received a respon . 
indicating clearly enough that my letter to him or his to me mu. 
have gone astray. I must let him know about this. Somehow 
it never seems so bad in loosing a letter if one knows it. Wha‘ 
disturbes one is wondering if others, net so easily checked on, 
to get through. 
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At supper tonight we were but five, - Joe, Pat, Dan the clerk 
We got to talking a bout the propensity of the members of the 
family to walk in their sleep. There was much merriment 
as they recalled v rious episodes having to do with different 
members of the family in this connection. And some, of course, 
weren't so funny, as, for example, the time J. H. stepped 
through an open window at Chamberlain-Hunt where he was going 
to school in Port G-ibson, and, landing on a coal pile* shattered 
his left elbow. How the subject came up stemmed from the 
fact that last night, Joe heard someone on the 3teps of the 
front gallery and looking out, saw Pat in his pajamas, walking 
along the lily line brick path leading toward the big oak. 

He called to him, asking him where he was going, and then 
without waiting for a response,fell back to sleep. It 
turned out that at the sound of Joe s voice, Pat woke up and 
realizing he had been sleep walking, turned around and went b a ck 
up stairs to bed. 

On the radio this morning, I heard that Miss Kate Perkins, 
President of the Retired (teachers Association, had called 
a State wide meeting to be held in Alexandria this morning * 

I thought perhaps, on returning to Monroe, she might pass this 
way, but since it is out of her way and as she did not 
appear this afternoon, I assume she must have put off her 
visit until sometime later. And this is just as well, what 
what with the morrow being Good Friday end half the world on whe 
Tonight Lucille (Mrs. Alphonse) Prudhomme telephoned me 
from Oakland u p Bermuda way, asking if she might bring 
her daughter for a tour tomorrow. I like the family very 
much but I must say they are lacking in imagination if 
they could think only of Good Friday which must be g busy day 
for them, too, I suppose, although perhaps Oakland doesn t draw 
so many pilgrims as more remote places further down the river. 

I had expected to get into the rticles in Antiques today but 
a series of u nexpected circumstnces prevented me from 
doing so. I think I may have better luck on Saturday, for 
nobody will be working on Good Friday, meaning that nobody will 
have any money on Saturday which ought to make secretarial 
assistance more readily to hand, even after the mail has 
been disposed of. 

It's so pleasant tonight, I am going to do some mail 
first and then, after setting,up my reading ^machine on the 
back gallery, I propose to take Jean de La Fontaine wider my 
arm and send him spinning Q n the revolving disk. 

Somehow think the mockinjbird who adores serenades will 
have al liking for the Fables, too.. .. 


. 
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Friday, called Good, 

being April 16th, 1954. 

• '•* 

•» * 

i 

• 

• • 

Memorandum : 

. 

. 1 

v 

Everything was wonderfully oozey this morning, after the 

2 inch rain of yesterday. But a brisk breeze from the Northwest 
arose with the sun and probably blew away at least an inch of 
yesterday's dampness. It lowered the thermometer, too, and tonight 
it will be around 50, according to report. It feels about zero 
already so I guess the prediction is in order. 


Nobody works on the plantation on Good Friday. The Catholics 
still say "the blood follows the plough", and so they find in this 
a ready excuse to do nothing. Some of the negroes are indifferent 
to the saying while others find it "worrisome" and so would rather 
not run the risk tmplied And hard rain on Thursday is likely to knoc 

the f ield hands any way and with Friday out of the labor column, 
there's nothing for dnybody to worry about until Monday except 
the where-withal to frolic. 

* 

4 

t 

I was glad to hear that Manhattan was scheduled for a sunny 

Easter Lay I suppose Miss Lee's day will be governed by various 

circumstances and probably an agenda will force her to adjust 

her day accordingly. Were I in town and free, I should probably 

find myself strolling on 7th avenue between 110th and 145th 

Street where real individual creations will undoubtedly, as usual, 

out-do over done Fifth Avenue. 

» 

l ' 

«: 

• 

Before forgetting it, I want to thank you for telling me 
about the parallel situation that developed in the botanical Garden 
this Spring, reminding one of the local case. I take it that 

1954 wasn t a good year far Chinese magnolias # The boxer from 
across the way chewed up two more of the three or four t foot 

Chinese magnolias I planted a month or so back. I don t mind 
how many he chews up across the fence _ nn j u they haven't any, but 

I do object when he starts in on this* sT^e of the side gate. 


I haven't any idea how the local week end will turn out. As yet 
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Easter, April 18th, 1954 


I haven't heard any rv.jj.or about the Shreveport contingent, but 
it is Still early Joe wrote Juanita an air mail on Wednesday, 
telling her to come over on Friday. As she had not appeared by 
supper time, he telephoned and learned the letter had just 
reached her. She and her mother will drive over tomorrow. 

Dora wrote that the people he was sending had to change 
their plans and so wouldn't get down this way until later in 
the season. 

Perhaps because of yesterday's rain road running didn't 
seem very brisk today at this bend of the river. Madame Alphonse 
Prudhomme of Oakland brought her son and daughter this morning. She 
is very nice and so are her offspring. She went home quite delighted, 
having found many gardening ideas which she wants to carry out i» 
Bermuda. One such has to do with the big old Prudhomme 
sugar pot which her husband keeps in the pasture to u ater mules. 

She wants to move this into her garden. She.asked me if 1 would 
come for tea one day and give her an opi7iion You will recall the 
lovely avenue of live oaks at Oakland, hard by the Bermuda bridge. 

In spite of all the ground around the house, the garden is limited to 
a space just in front of the house, between the house and the 
beginning^of the avenue. All all, it covers about as much 
space as front gallery I'guess. If her pot is quite big, 
it certaiJlYy ought to be a dominating feature in such a situation. 

. If this memo seems more disjointed than .usual, you may 
charge * it off against the Easter Bunny. What odd things we cast about 
for on which to shift our responsibilities. Be that as it may, 
nine guady Easter eggs are rattling a bout here on my desk 
before me. First one small child, then another has tapped on 
my door after I sat down at my desk. Tonight is Show night 
at the hcnkey tonk and naturally each bearer of an Easter egg has 
reasdoned out that the presentation of an Easter egg might somehow 
get him by the ticket taker up the road. I am sorry to report, 
however, that the show can’t possibly afford them half as much pleasure 
as is rni lle * n receiving this timely bit of barter After all, 
a scartlet egg, dotted and smeared all over with orange coloring, 
extended 'by an ebony little hand no bigger than t^e egg itself 
is a good measure of the Good in Good Friday, don t you think so. 

i 

And so comes another week to a close a week of muc\f happiness 
and gratitude to little Miss Lee and to Gid. It will be so 
nice thinking along those lines tomorrow and Bunday .. 


Memorandum : 

I don’t recall two more beautiful days than yesterday and toda\ 
Again I was reminded of the Mew England poet '3 query: 

n 0h, what is so rare as a day in June", 

remembering that he was living in Massachusettes, and 
thinking it obvious that the answer would be April to one 
living in Louisiana. 

» 

j4?id I suppose my Easter morning was impregnated with more 
color and delight than almost anyone's. Shortly after first 
day, L responded to a somewhat timid knock 0 n the door giving 
on the white garden side. There I found 9 little negroes, j 

their biack faces shining and new washed, their Sunday clothes sta. 
to stiffness, and nine little .black palms holding a gaudy 
colored Easter egg, stretched forth in my direction. What with 
the tender green 0 f the background, the white of the gardener 3 gar- 
encirling the sun dial, the dull red of the brick pavement and all, 
it was really better than ai y sunrise Easter service I ever saw • 

And the eggs were wonderfully and fearfully colored j - four 
in solid colors, yellow, blue, pink and orange, and four 
were speckled Parish green on livid magenta purple on 
pale green, brown on red and so cm. Naturally I examined 
them all with some care and admiration, much to the delight of 
the individual donner • One boy about IS, —all the children 
were qbout 10 or IS years old, none of whom I recognized but 
probably acqua inted with all, called my particular attention to 
his, for obviously with no end of industry, he had 
scrawled my name of it. he egg was the color of which I am 
least fond, — magenta, and the writing in yellow. Later 
in the day, I had it spelled out for me. It read : 

• 

"Mr. Swan-swa "• 

I must write that Irma and Farley on the morrow, for they will 
3 urely like that as much as we. 

I nedd s~arecly add I didn't bother to turn on the radio f or 
any Easter service broadcast. The one on t/je Yucca gallery 
was more than the heart could wish for, don t you think so. 
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but the children's hour got ahead of the time schedule so 
far as my delight with faster goes, for a ctually my surprise 
was as complete and my pleasure deeper when Saturday's mail 
brought me an Easter egg from little Hiss Lee, Frankly, my 
supply of Yucca stationery had been dwindling with a rp rapidity 
that surprised me somehow although it became perfectly understandaL < 
when I stopped to consider how often I turn to it, employing it 
by preference to the greater part of my correspondence . Somehow 
there's something about it, the size and arrangement of the 
likeness of this old house and all that just suits me to a I, 

If I really included the ultimate element that affords me the 
most pleasure in using it, I believe, 1 would have to confess that 
whenever I stretch out my hand for a fresh sheet, I feel instinctivM 
that another hand extends automatically in spirit with mine, and 
as b pen whatever messages I have to send, there is inevitably 
the sensation that as my fingers fly over the keys, they 
are playing a duet with the one to whom I am indebted for this 
souvenir of affetidn which is experienced so mahy times within each! 
twenty four hours, 

Is it any wonder that I should have remarked at the beginning 
of this memo that Saturday and Sunday have been the two pleasantest jj 
days i can remember, 

Just before supper last night, I spoke to Zelma about 
a cow hide bottomed chair which I wanted taken over to Yucca, and 
the mention of the cow hide reminded her to tell me that 
the Rands who had a card party at the camp on Friday, were fixing 
to have, as she expressed it, "an egg hide” at the camp on Sunday, 

An egg hunt 1 have heard of before. An egg hide is something else 
and instinctively mental pictures flashed through my mind of 
egg hide bottomed chairs and how precarious they might be. 

This afternoon Dr. Rand came to see me, bearing a tray of 
dele etables, slabs of roast beef, gobs of pressed meat, three 
kinds of bread, stacks of cream cheese and almond sandwiches, a 
tomato juice jelly salade ,heavy with cubes of baked chicken, 

$lab 3 of cake, and big diSh of pudding and Heaven knows what all, 

Thi s night more than one resident of the plantation will 
not go to bed with an empty stomach, 

* • 

I write without lights inside Yucca The moon drenches the 
white garden marvelously silvery lighi % I take it there f 
must be a dew] everything glistens so beautifully, I shouldn t 
mind having a concert on the gallery later but first I am going 
to use some of my Easter stationery, and the doing of the work 
will be the pleasanter, thanks exclusively to little Miss Lee .j 


Monday, April 19th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

Another beautiful day and I find myself quite exhausted tonigh 
not because I had things cooking of three fronts all day, but 
because ever sej far back I had carefully put away a couple of 
items and didn t have to worry about them since they would 
be to hand when 1 was re^dy to make use of them. Perhaps 
you have done the same thing on occasion and so are too well 
acquainted with the up-shot of such carefulness, 

J, H, gave me a half dozen mer\to put the margin of the river 
in order, --the space between the road and river. They weren t 
much account to begin with and required frequent inspiration but 
necessitate me being present to place my hand on every tree and 
bush that needed cutting,, 

At the same time, I had a couple of gardeners to keep going 
straight and Joe //enry had the wonderful idea of doing some 
repairs in the loom house whenever I wanted to supervise 
preparations for same, meaning the salvaging of things and getting 
them out of the way during the work that was anticipated, 

And then in the morning post came the letter from Miss Myra, 
indicating that it would be altogether safe to undertake the 
Natchez venture, since the items on the market in no way seem to 
approximate the type of thing I have in mind, 

a fter reading her letter, however, 1' concluded it might not be 
a bad idea to have the Cane River or rather the "Mansion of 
Natchez" designs copyrighted, ^hat do you think, I shall inquire 

from the copyright office about proceedure • 

And so between jumps, and with complete assurance, T turned- to 
a map of Natchez showing some of the houses I had long thought I hq 
placed in a secure but readily a ccessible place, --and Lol it wasn 
I recall putting the gift copy of Nola Nance Oliver's first volume 
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Tuesday, *pril 20th, 1954, 


on atchez ipith the map, and Lo'. it was''t, *nd so 
I begun tearing the house apart to my utter exhaustion and 
nothing but excitement to show for it. 

And so I find myself wondering if you chance to have a copy 
of the first book by Nola Nance, —the one Hastings sent me, for 
the second volume which you gave me is quite intact and to hand. 
What I should like to know, if your copy is handy by, do pictures 
of the three following houses appear, - -Aubur n, —I think it 
was used as the illustration on the slip cover, Chocta w which 
is now the American Legion Museum, or some such, and dlenwood or 
as it is more familiarly known, "tfoat Castle . I had in mind us 
a ll three of these \n the first plate of the*Natchez series, and 
oddly enough, 1 don't seem to have likenesses of either of them, 
,1 know pretty much how they look hut should like to know if 
they all happened to be in that first volume, so I may check 
on details, If they do, I can get a copy from the State Library 
in Baton Rouge but I thought I would not start anything in 
that direction until I learn if the three items I want to see 
are included in that particular volume. 


So well acquainted with your generosity, I anticipate 
your liklihood of offering to lend me your copy if you chance to i 
but I should rather not do so since 1 might have to put it 
to considerable use and would therefore run the risk of not comini 
back to your true hand in the state of perfection it 
undoubtedly might have started out on its way to me. If the 
material desired is present, 1 can use the library copy without 
qualms, since that is what the S ate provides books for, and if 1 
wear it out in the process of my^ork, I can refund any 
loss the library might sustain. 


I am trying to settle various minor points regarding the aes 
For instance, I wqnted to indicate the date of the different built 
but this would probably lead to needly squabbles, as in the 
case of Arlington which, according to the IQS 5 Uatchez newspaper, 
being completed and the first house warming celebrated whereas 
the Pilgrimage Club lists it as being built in 1804 or some such i 
lous date, I suppose had better stay off thatcontroversial 
ground,, 

Forgive the dullness of this letter and all the talk about 
"i/e, me, me", l'm a bout to spalsh through a bath, knock off some 
must letters and then tumble into bed, t I am hoping little 
Miss Lee's first day after Faster wasn tso busy and that the 
new hair do is behaving beautifully ... 


Memorandum: 

• 

Another perfect day with 7 o'clock sunshine this 
morning sending shafts of light through the tender green of 
the pecane branches, making it impossible to determine 
which the sunshine might be and which the orioles, singing 
for dear life. It was all so very pleasant. 

As I headed for the post office at 9 o'clock ^ I was 
surprised to find a Reverend Sister from St, M a ry s Academy 
in Natchitoches, to ether with 15 or 20 students, perhaps 15 years 
old. The Reverend Sister explained she had tried to c ontact me 
by telephone yesterday for an appointment and having failed to 
reach me, had come anyway She was flanked by some mature woman 
who gave the impression sfie was old enough to have sense, 

I asked them to wait at the African House for me until I had 
dropped my mail at the office. On returning, I found three 
individuals at the African House, the balance of them flying arounc 
up stairs in the big house, 

I sigh for the good manners of the colored students f rom (Iraml 

I can't ecall if I have mentioned that I have recently 
g a lloped n bout in a vilume entitled, nx he Orai Iron Ship" by 
Duggan, or some such name, I •believe a boiled down version 
, appeared in Reader's Digest and possibly was serialized in 
the Saturday Eveing Post, It concerns a n iron ship, 700 feet 
ldng, built on the Thames in 1859 or 1859, a>i d had 
endless adventures both in the launching and sailing, on 
various enterprises at sea and I believe, is going to get 
around to be the vessels employed by Cyrus Field to lay the 
Atlantic cable, ± find the first chapter wonderfully 
interesting tyut it tends to taper off a little after that, . 

If you haven t had an opportunity to explore the first 
chapter, I think you will find it exhilerating as did I 
when circumstance presents itself, although if you have 
read it in the Reader's Digest, you probably-got the main 
drift of the piece ,„ 


I 
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j4s I turned this page, the telephone rang . -it 


ms 


-osalind. Sf ie sa id s h e ms looking forward to seeing me 
on Saturday a fte mo on when the Historical Society made its 
pil rimage to Melrose, She thought a bout SOQ people would be 
heading out in this direction, ut she said what she really 
was calling bout was the making of an appointment to begin 
work on a portrait, She said Monday morning would be fine for her. 

It is always a pleasure to accommodate' a lady and so Monday it is. 

But, knowing the Aswell household as I do, I should be not at 
a ll surprised if the Monday achieved might be in November or 
December as well as April, 

Ora telephoned this morning to say R, B, plans to do something j 
about 1 naval training in California during the Month of May and wants 
her to go with him. She has some relatives in the Hollywood 
area and she might spend a little time there while R. B, is 
busy at his base which is in the O a kland neighborhood, I believe. 

It is my understanding that Commanders in the aval Reserve, like 
Washington politicians orrather perspective office holders, are 
now being F, B, I-ed, too, hanks to Mr, McCarthy, it appears 
half the nation busies itself checking on the other half, 

* . I 

It occurs to me somebody with Pegler s gift for cock-eyed 
presentation of facts is missing a great opportunity by not 
doing an article of a whimsical nature along contemporary manias 
but applied to Revolutionary times, "Guilt by association" 
ought to flourish so magnificiently in 3Uch a set up at 3uch a perioi j 
The Re volutionary F, M,I equivalent $ for example, might 
substitue the word Communist for the word English, Thus, every 
member of the First Continental Congress would have been 
born "Commmunists", their fathers and mothers would have been 
married to"Communists", their brothers and sisters would be 
"Communists", and h a lf of them would have kin folks living in the 
land of the enemy. Ambassador Franklin in Paris could be 
disqudL ified because in the 29'60's he had made every effort to keep 
the colonies within the "Communist" camp, Washington had been 
n high ranking officer in the "Communist" Army during the French 
n nd Indian Wars, and this and that Revolutionary office holder had 
oncee be in the pay of the "Communist" Government, aid so on and so 
forth, but endlessly, If properly handled it might be quite 
a blow at the present hysteria,- as against such people as J, Robert 
Oppenheimer, and all the rest that McCarthy and associates are 
having such fits a bout. 

Well, Lord., we 3hall eventually move out from under this 
ridiculous cloud but how idiotic people Can work themselves up 
into being, once a particulur "itch" strikes them,,,,,. 


Wednesday, April Slst, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

• 

The splendid summer weather continues, and I continue pi ant in 
gourds just as though I had good sense. Today Joe Henry when 
raiding the attic, stumbled over an odd shaped one which seemed a1 
like twins of the Siamese variety, what with one about the size of 
grapefruit at the bottom a n( I just above it another atout the 
size of a big orange, the " a mbilical cord being less than half an 
connecting them, I extracted the seed from the lower "floor, as 
I converted it into a house for the wrens who ought to 
be the envy of all their kin folk since they will be the only 
ones around who are occupying a duplex, as it were. 

At noon when the place was devoid of gardeners, I planted 
the seed in hills next to those already planted by Andy only 
a week or two ago, I shall say nothing bout this odd variety 
until he comes running to me one day to announce that something 
odd is transpiring in that department. 

And speaking of Andy reminds me to say that while I was 
at the Post Office this morning he made the most of my absence so 
that when I returned to ucca, instantly caught a familiar 

fragrance, for he had scaled the old grandiflora during the interii 
and shad placed three huge > magnolias in a vase j m y desk to 
surprise me. It did, and delighted me, too # With each tap 
of the machine the lovely snowy petals quiver just ever so 
slightly and their perfume, needless to say, is marvelous, 

As I never see th e newspapers, I haven't read about a ntaiona. 
convention of skunks but during the past few days they s eem to hav* 
been having one nightly slap under Yucca, t and apparently the 
meetings are stormy. Surely there couldn t be a more 
opportune time for bouquets of magnolias but I am hoping tonight 
there may be no need for them so far as out-doing the 
pole cat section, . 
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I still haven't figured out just how I am. going to treat 
the individual houses on the Natchez plates, 1 wanted to include 

the name and the date of each, *~ut that seems impossible for 
more than two reasons but I shall confine myself to two. In 
the first place, it would probably be impolitic to give 
the correct date since the individual owners have taken vast 
pride in pushing the dates back further that & V just claims 
could allow and they would probably rant against the plates 
if they didn't find their pet date, as appears in their Club 
literature, Arlington is a case in point, A Hatches newspaper 
of 18S5 describes its initial house-warming party, —a gift 
to the bride, bron in 1805, That seems to establish 1825 solidly 
enough, 'The Pilgrimage literature says Arlington was built in 
1815, Another random example is Rosalie, The site of Rosalie 
appears in the foreground of Audubon's panoramic painting of 
Natchez as executed in 1825, —the original painting hanging 
today at the Natchez ! elrose home,- In the picture the site shows 
the town gallows which occupied the site when udubon painted 
the scene. The Pilgrimage literature dates the house, 

Rosalie, as 1820, 


Thursday, April 22nd, 1954 


Memorandum : 

• 

Another lovely day and. I suppose -the radio ought to 
provide good listening tonight, what with the McCarthy thing 
getting under way, but I shall be lucky if 1 stayawake to 
hear much of the elaborate stuff which, as I understand it, is 
to be re-broadcast from the Senate's circus of the morning 
a nd afternoon performances, 

I may have mentioned Celeste was hauing four or five 
ladies from iansfield for luncheon. As a couple of them 
were old friends of mine, and as the otlcers had never been here, 

I had planned to take them under my wing at 2:30 for a 
little tour, I kept the appointment but found only two of the 
gue ts at demi-tasse with "the Regard girls". 

It seems the luncheon was not precisely a success for one of 
the ladies swallowed a chicken bone and had had to be rushed to 
town where a specialist had to be summoned from some place 
to work on said lady and bone. 

There was no tour for that contingent, but there were 
others, of course, and so I find myself sleepy tonight. 

Dr, and Mrs, Kyser appeared unannounced about 4, bringing 
a fine bottle of imported Burgundy whh I do not care mcuh fore. 

It was designed as a present and as apeace offering for Dr. Kyser's 
failure to acknowledge my congratulatory message on his elevation 
to the Presidency, But naturally the occasion was one for drinking 
a toast and we all had a nice hour's chat, 

A secretary came just as the Kysers were leaving but other 
people came at the same time and so I got no where in the 
desk work section, . 


There's nothing vital in all this, to be sure, but I do not 
intend to perpetuate and underline such historical whimsies, and 
so perhaps I had better think up something other than dates, 

I have counted up 20 houses that out to appear on 
the Pilgrimage plate too, and of course that is impossible, I 
can think of ways fot explaining omissions and shall have to omit man\ 

Off hand, i'll mention a couple of other instances of 
date of dubiousness, Frederick Stanton made his will in 1859, and 
remarks therein, if memory s erves, "the house I am now building". 

The Stanton Rail girls, referring to the mansion, have it down 
as being built in IQ 50. Miss Myra's Devereux is listed as 1840, 
i'll bet there wasn t a .mansion built in America in that year, what 
with the tremendous-depression of 1857 as a result of the Andrew 
J a ckson-Nicholas Biddle battle over the^ank of the United States, 

But why go on with the details from memory which cannot be of the 
slightest interest, save to demonstrate how apparent it is that 1 
cannot with intregity put down-the dates the Club gives their houses, 

1 had a pleasant cup of coffee with Madam Regard this morning, 
her daughter having gone to town, - Madam R, was a little tired, havin 
played cards until midnight and arisen at 5. Tomorrow they 
are entertaining a half dozen biddies for luncheon a nd I have 
forgotten what is for Friday, I suppose there will be the usual Satu 
afternon pattern at cards in town. I am sure I am not asking for 
asistance in receiving the Historical Society .. 
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In the field, of business, a letter came today from a Dallas 
’house concerning yellow Guernsey lilies, in response to an 
inquiry I made in a letter of January 18th, last past, those 
Texans do everything in such - big way, —even big gaps 
in their acknowledgement of letters. You will recall that the 
Guernsey lilies are the red lowers that begin blooming 
a little after the middle of September and are the ones encircling 
the African House. Very few people in this country have seen the j 
yellow ones. . I had a bouquet last autumn, as simple as pie, 
with j st the red Juernsy lilies in the lower section with the 
yellow one sin the center and a little elevated, I placed them 
in a black or cinamon-black vase and they really s ggested 
red flames rising from coal, the top of the contraption glowing 
yellow. Somebody passing was heading for a flower show in 
Alexandria and took the thing along wkere it received some 
sort of a citation, and I got my vase back , in March, — which, 
like the January correspondence, might be said to be better 
late than never. 

And so I thought we ought to have, a few extra yellow Juernseys j 
and so I cast about for them to no purpose . ^ut today s letter 
states that some hav been located and I am getting them to 
see if I can propagate some extra ones at lucca with a view to 
planting them later at Arenbourg. 

You will find the letter from Lora interesting, I 
gree with him that the Natchitoches plate is probably the best 
If the Cane River series, I wish I might do as well with 
one of the Natchez ones, although 1 have in mind using the 
cartouches in different places on each place, 1 might use 
it in the middle for the semi-public mansions but I have in 
mind using the headquarters of the Carden Club and the Pilgrimage 
Club respectively as a center point on their plates, —Connelly s J 
Tavern and Stanton n a ll, I gather one thing which Lora likes about i 
the Natchitoches plate is its variety of subject matter. But 
since the atche items are to be 2 bout the mansions, i feel it 
incumbent to stock more to houses than anything else, for if j 

a ny other subject matter is introduced, there wont be 
sufficient room for the mansions which i3 the point of the 
whole thing, •’ 

Well, so things turn and so J shall start folding up my 
beard lesisurely and calling it a day, I think so often 
of the substitute position as L hold the though you have 
found it not too enervating . 


Friday, April 23rd, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

The lovely weather continues with much of the cotton up and 
planting still going forward. Some place off Cloutierville way 
there was a shower during the a fternoon, —at least it looked 
dark enough down that way and the air cooled o£f wonderfully here 
for an hour or so afterward. The thermometer hoovers 
around 90. 

But as I am likely to enclose a snapshot, which came with 
one of Clemence, etc., today, I shall quote from one of my 
negro friends who are so wonderful at side-stepping some points 
a nd so deliciously adept in putting things so perfectly straight 
in others. When returning from the post office this morning, 

I sat down for a moment on the bench in front of the big pot to 
glance through, a couple of magazines. I opened the Ramsey 
envelope, too, feeling there might be a snapshot ortwo included. 
As I was occupying the same bench as appeared in the snapshot ,__ 
a % called it to the attention of a negro youth who chanced to 
pass that way. He said : 

"That's sure a fine picture of Grandpa *• •.recognise him 
every time,..,and Miss Celestefts white dog, too,,..,but the 
one of you aint so good......looks like it makes you look 

like a young man." 

uy this time you will have examined the same print and 
having finished off that section of the picture, may 1 direct 
your attention to some .of the gourds which graced my gallery 
last winter. They don t look very clear, 1 think, but 
if I mention they are Suspended at the eaves, you will perhaps 
be able to discover them. 

I shall enclose Carolyn's letter which you will not find par 
interesting. She is obviously disturbed over the Carter interest 
in the Cane iver plates. Perhaps thi3 will impell her to do 
something about them before Mr. Carter does, 1 hope. I find 
it so typical of Carolyn that she seems casual enough when 
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she suggests we drive over to Greenville, Miss,, for a chat 
with Mr. Carter. I know not how far Greenville, Miss., is from. 
Marshall, Texas, hut I know it's too far from Melrose. 

Like Helen, I shall believe the Marie 1 herse novel is writtt 
when 1 see it in print. Waiting for it to be written is 
too convenient an alibi for putting off magazine articles, I 
think. *nd besides, and for the life of me, I cannot imagine 
how Carolyn and Farley seem to be as one in assuming that 
the novel will have any appeal whatsoever. 1‘hat they should 
think so is perfectly natural, of course since "every monkey 
thiiiks its baby is pretty" hut for two peopel of their experienct 
free, white and over 81, as it were, how they can assume that 
the finished novel is going to make everybody famous, I cannot 
imagine. In my response to Carolyn I shall point out that 
instead of using the novel as a spring-board for magazine 
articles, it might be just as well to use the articles as 
jumping off place for the novel. She probably may not subscribe 
all that, which is also reasonable, but a magazine article is 
likely to see the light of day before the novel I think. 

• 

l guess the trouble with Carolyn is that she is too gifted 
in the field of versatilities. L ime and again she has 
demonstrated she can take wonderful pictures, not onl for the 
State department but for magazine publications as well. 

Her movie work receives the praise of Dora. She has a billion 
ideas a minute and so never gets an opportunity to carry 
any through to conclusion in the majority of cases. I sometimes 
,when thinking of her, am reminded of some line, now faded 
from my memory in part that ran something like : 

"He, on whom all the stars of Heaven shown, except 
the gurding one......" 

There s a stack of mail which should be attended to tonight , 
but 1 thinR a shall knock off but two or three and then 
t^ke Fean de la Fontaine on the b a ck gallery for a little 
session t what with the night so pleasant, the stars so big. 

» 

At dinner today, I asked Foe Henry to receive in his Jother‘ 
library on the morrow when many of her old friends will be 
passing this way • Joe, inclined>a little toward shyness, 
said he let me know .tomorrow afternoon, —he might....he couldn't 
at the moment. But I shall ask this and that friend to receive 
in the big house and at Yucca, since, natural ly, I can't waint 
until tomorrow i fternoon to decide. I hope I am spared the 
Celeste is playing cards as usual in town in the afternoon. 

I guess it's true the r eal Melrose survives on a single 
thread. How3trange all this should be so....... 


W ^ (rc - 

v ' f .1 


Sunday, “pril 85th, 1954. 


Memorandum ; 

The warm summer weather continues unabated, with the daily proi 
of rain which never materializes. ■ —• 

Saturday's weather was perfect which did much to help n 

in whatever pleasure the 8 00 odd visitors experienced while "doing 
the Cane **iver country. I suppose there were perhaps 150 members o^ 
the society present and perhaps 50 or 75 others. 

At noon on Saturday, Joe told me he wouldn't be a ble to 
assist as he had in mind fixing the side gate. I told him 1 
understood perfectly . It has been 16 years since the Historical 
Society passed this way and it will probably be 16 or 1 00 before 
they return. The gate has been functioning alright for as ldng 
as I can remember and I suspect, since it is primarily decorative, i 
might have lasted over Sunday. 

% 

Celeste was at the beauty parlor on Saturday morning when I 
passed by to have a demin-tasse with Madam Regard. I told 
Madam R. I assumed Celeste realized she was as much a part of the 
wecjbcoming committee as anyone. Madam R. said Celeste was so tired , 
so many things to be prepared by way of supplying dishes and table i 
for the frolic on Monday at St. ^Hgustin's when they will celebrate 
the 50 th coi niversary of Father C'allahai 's induction into the priest • 
hood . I asked Madam Regard to tell Celeste on her return that 1 
had supposed she would join me if her calendar permitted her to do i 

I learned today that while Celeste rema ned at home during the 
afternoon, she had done so because she wanted to relax in anticipate 
of a dance somewhere in town on Saturday night. 

Mrs. Coombs was coming to see Madam Regard and I asked her to 
sit in the Yucca living room, --the boudoir was roped off, and 
thus I felt free to greet the guests under the big oak and chat with 
them in the library of the big house. 

Many of Miss Cammie's friends were a ong those present and I wc 


I 
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glad, of ail opportunity to chat with them. Everything went off n 
I believe, in spite of the fact that two different Shreveport lai 
told me they ye-e friends of little Cammie's and that she had to. 
them she wasn t coming. Thank Sod. 

Dr. John t Kyser apologised for thegroup being a little late, 
but that didn t bother me as I had allowed for plenty of time pr 
to supper. after they were gone and I saw J. H. at supper, 

pleased so many of his mother s old friends had come. But 
not a damned Henry lifted a finger to assist in any way. The Lor 
knows they did little enough to contri bute to their Mother's hapi 
on earth, and I don t notice they a re doing any more to keep gret 
her memory. I am still pusiled why people set such high s tore 
on geneology. 

Wehn I went to dinner across the fence it neon, I realised 
something was dreadfully out of joint. The food was delicious, t 
always, but obviously Celeste was at the boiling point which nea m 
ruined all relaxation and pleasure for everyone present and convi 
was brief and stilted. An hour later, Joe told me the cause of 
the vast excitement, so poorly repressed. Although we had 
three kind of bread, not to mention dressing, potatoes, s everal 
vegetables, salade and the usual side dishes and dessert and 
coffee, either Madam Regard or the servant had forgotten to 
include rice on the menu and so, of course, the world had come 
to c?t end and everyone was made perfectly miserable. It's going 
be bad on Monday when the Reverend Fathers gather in joyous 
ondxve if somebody forgets to inclue rice. Lord, Lord, what 
towering mountains little minds can contrive out of moth holes. 

The Combs, --husband and wife, have been collaborating on 
material being accumulated for a trial a bout to come to the surft 
in Washington, D. ,C., in which the Caddo Indians are laying claii 
and legally just ones, it appears, to hundreds of miles of land : 
Arkansas, Louisiana, etc. The work is being done on behalf 
of one of the lawyers in "ashington. They asked me about 
,a qualified expert on Indian affairs in the Mississippi Valley 
a nd I recommend the curator of the new Indian Museum, just openei 
at Mqrksville, a few miles below Alexandria, about which ahd whor 
hadn t heurd. Only last Sunday Dr. Rand spoke so highly of the 1 
oubly glad to recall the conversation. Tell, so things spin ai 
slowly the, work on the Hatches plates goes ahead. And may it be 
pleasantly summery and no end of rice in your neighborhood, too.. 
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Monday, April 26th, 19 54. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Friday, the 26rd, air mail in today's 
post. Frankly, I feel a little shame-faced a bout having 
mentioned the Jlola fiance item, for I fear I phrased my note 
clujjsily. But in dLl candor, I must confessed I am enormously 
touched by your swift dispatching of the item which I shall 
find of the greatest assistance and convenience, since it will 
be within reach as I chart the Mansions of Hatches. There s 
the under current of feeling that you are standing by my elbow 
in this matter, as has been the case in all the Cane 1 iver items , 
and I shall certainly put more gusto into the undertaking since 
that thought will stand as a constant reminder of your steadjast 
faith and generosity in everything. 

My heart is equally over-joyed to know that things are 
rocking along, even though hurly-burly, and that you are 
alright although w thout much opportunity to catch your 
breath. Just so long as you are feeling alright, 1 remain 
as happy as a clam. 

he summer weather continues as does contton planting and 
plantation operation. 

The big clerical operations across the river have been 
going all day and are continuing into the night. There was 
a 9:30 Mass, a noon dinner, an afternoon religious service, a 
supper and while most of the fore t going was for the bishop and 
priests from all around, tonight s frolic is designed primarily 
for the congregation. 

Fath,er Callahan's niece from Michigan stays with Celeste. 

I had coffee with her alone .at 9 o clock while Celeste aid 
Madam Regard were getting rigged up for the Mass. I should , 
h ve gone to the Mass, had I not had an appointment for 10 o clock 
I^may have mentioned that Mrs. Woods telephoned on Friday to say 
she and Rosalind would be down on Monday and the Rosalind would 
begin the portrait. 

Well, 10 o'clock came but the ladies didn't. At 11, Mrs. 

Woods called to say that Rosalnd had just telephoned her to say he 
feet were tired from too much standing in the Louisiana 
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Historical Society doings on Saturday and so she wanted to beg 
off /or a nother day later in the week, As my Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday hours are already taken, perhaps she will or will no 
come and I am quite satisfied either way, I have so many things . 
I want to do, 

I did •get to read another page or two in the Bugyan book 
h out the "(treat Iron Ship", It seems that along bout 
1867, Napoleon 3rd, or his government, which may have been the 
same, chartered the boat with a view to making money bringing 
Americans to Paris for the Exposition, A young writer 
n a med Jules Verne interrupted his novel, "£0,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea" in order to report the passage • He staid at 
the 5th avenue Hotel which T think I can remember, although his m 
hyve been a different one, and traveled by boat up the Hudson to 
Alh a ny and across the Mohawk Valley as far as Niagra Falls be¬ 
fore gqing back on the (treat Eastern's return trip to France, 

I didn t know before that Jules Verne had ever visited the 
United States, 

An after thought on silliness on Saturday I might mention, 
The couple of hundred pilgrims gathered beneath the big oak where 
I harangued them for five minutes, bidding them welcome on behalf 
of the spirit of Miss C a mmie and sketching the barest outline 
of Melrose from Marie Iherese to Miss Cammie , On conclusion 
of these remarks and as we headed toward the big house, some stup 
bag held up the progress by saying she wanted to ask a question : 

">ihat about including the Cane Hiver plates in my remarks," 

I 3aid 1 thought it fitting that these should be discussed 
by her grandchildren three gnerations hence when whatever value, 
they might have could be More properly assessed (witha couple of 
and resumed our march. Who was the man who remarked that the 
more he saw of people, the more he inclined toward his 
canine companions, 

One of today's interesting pilgrims was a man from somewhere 
in West Texas who has spent 47 years in the helium fields ad 
had man interesting things to tell about such users " of the 
stuff as the Uraf Zeppelin and so on, I doubt if he knew much mo: 
a bout felrose when he left than when he arrived, but I was 
en ranced to learn particulars in the. helium field about 
which until then I had never dreamed,,,,,,,. 


Tuesday, April 27th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

»K V . 

How nice to find your three page letter in today's post, 

The afternoon.developed into a merry-go-round to such a 
pitch that I nevep did get to finished the first letter I 
opened, buthad advanced pretty well before I had to put it 
aside. There was an air mail from Hollywood but I knouj not if 
it is from la Storm or the Farley household, as I didn t get 
to open it, I am hoping Eay made her operation alright. 

As for your patient, how truly do I understand your observe 
as to the difficulties which would h a ve been so much greater, 
had the misfortune been visited upon the other, the main¬ 
stay of the household, 

The mention of the parents reminds me to inquire after the , 
of the offspring. You haven't mentioned how things swirl in t 
Forest ills neighborhood of late, I suppose becuase of 
one thing or another, and especally one thing, they haven't so 
much time to venture so far from home base as formerly. 

And agin may I thank you or being so generous about the Nol> 
Nance item, I reckon it should arrive on the morrow. And 
may 1 tell you how particularly distraught I was that interrupti> 
came just as 1 was starting to read of the tresors you had recen- 
encountered, I got only as far as your reference to S, S Prentii 
when Blythe with a bevy of ba$s blew in, and I simply had 
to stop in the midst of a sentence that interested me so much, 

, But T am looking for peace on the morrow, —in the afternoon, - 
and then I shall have had the pleasure of having kept my mind 
on that unfinished sentence for 24 hours, plus the added pleasurt 
of absorbing the balance of your letter, 

• * - * ' 1 ■ "A ' ' 1 

There will not be too much solitude in the morning for 
it,is then that some kin of Celeste's is shepherding some -70 
bags from Abbeville, and that ought to pretty much kill the 
morning. Because of the kin folk element, I reckon I shall, unl\ 
Saturday's 200 Historical Society people, get some gesture 
of cooperation, 1 hope. There will probably be a clash between » 
and Celeste, for the latter will want to show the big house and 
the former will have torn up the place i t preparation for 
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Wednesday, April 28th, 1954 


the laying 0 / brick in the sammer dining room and other 
innovations in the second floor area. 

As often happens i n any move, ,several reasons appear to 
have been behind today's visitation on the part of Blythe, 

Mary cringle and the latter's sifter t Mary Pringle, having 
inivted Celeste and me, --1 hadn t realised the post card was 
precisely an invitation, to attend the domino festival at 
Ll 0 yd >all 0 n the 7th and 8th, she /wanted to renew the 
invitation to me at least. The idea ran something like this : 
Blythe would pick me up on Friday and I would spend the night 
at the Bands, both on Friday and Saturday _^o,nd here ’3 the rui 
the Bands would bring me to their camp on*Sunday, --the second j 
Sunday in the month, as Blythe explained when the Bands are 
entertaining some Historical Society whohe members they would 
like to have tour Melrose on Sunday afternoon . What, if 
ai y pleasure, they think I would get out of a domino festival, | 
I wou'ldn t know. What preparations would be made at Melrose a)'\ 
whom for the arrival of their 200 or more guests, following 
my two days in Alexandria and the morning of the third at theiu 
camp, 1 wou'ldn t know. Somehow I got an initial impression 
that■ the Sunday thing was sort of a nerve to begin with, Perh cj 
my thinking is colored by the large delegations which have beet j 
to contend with single-handedly, Perhaps 1 red ise that Sundau 
with the chance to too many Henrys about, is the worst day of ‘ 
week for a Melrose visitation and that it might have been 
more politic if not more gracious, if the Bands had consulted 
me in advance before dumping an accomplished fact on my 
lap. Of course the Bands know perfectly well that 
Sunday is my busiest day of the week and T resented the addinyl 
of estra horde3 on a schedule already heavy, I guess the 
crux of the whole matter is to be found in the fact that 
the Bands love crowds and therefore cannot imagine anybody 
hot delighted with bigger and better ones, and "the better 
the day, the better the deed", At the mo ent, from where I 
sit, it would appear that the second Sunday in May ought to 


Memorandum 


How nice to find the Hola Nance item in today's post. How 
of you to send it. How nice of you to mark the three salient 
3 1 needed. How nice you are anyway. 

How I can barge ahead with the greatest of ease on the first in 
series of the Hatches mansions, 

» 

And again how nice of you to have sent along the likeness of 
rn, You were so right in removing it from the scrapbook, 
is what a scarpbook is for, -—use. And using this duta is 
I shall be doing for the next few weeks . It is almost impossible 
'i,nd a good likeness ofAuburn to refresh my memory as to its facade , 
,ve written for post cards-of Hatches houses on those endless foldei 
of post card things that stretch out for miles. They have arrivei 
r atchitoches and will be forwarded directly to me, 1 thought it 


Grant, 18i 


lower left : Bo^alie 







~L 
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Thursday, April 29th, 1954 


Memorandum 


Again I must tell you how appreciative I am of your 
thoughtfulness in sending along the Hola Mace item. %he material 
it contains is so helpful in the layout I am malting I cannot 
tell you how pleasant is the feeling that you, as always, are at my e 

And again may I congratulate you on having rounded up three such 
grand prise3 at the Gimble sale. Tf memory serves me, it was 
in his autobiograhical volume, - n "orld of Yesterday" that Zweig 
referred to Erasmus of Rotterdam as being a s much as anything 
a self portrait of Zweig rather than exclusively that of Erasmus. 


Hola Nance, the 1815 of E. w. ^oore. ± n a ve a copy oj nevi «een.o t 

architect of Auburn, stating he is building the auburn mansion and dig 
the first cistern in the South. The letter is dated 1812, I never hay 
decided when a house should date from, —its beginning to its completi 

* 

The difficulty, of.course, in doing the Matches Mansions series i. 
attemption to get each design easily recognieable as different and yet 
have them to look harmonious in pairs or in threes. 1 think 1 shall 

have the cartouches of Hoi. 2 and 3 not in the middle, a s Mo. 1, but 
perhaps at the top or bottom. Perhaps in Ho. 2, 1 shall repeat 
Connelly's Tavern very small in center, and repeat Stanton all very 
small, in center of Mo. 3. his will suggest that houses appearing 
on Mo. 2 will be Garden Club houses, and on Mo. 5, Pilgrimage Garden C, 
I shall,vary the distribution of the design without repeating myself 
I haven t decided but it will all fall into place alright when I get 
going. 

On the home front, we had a nice half inch rain about 3 this morn 
followed by a short brisk blow that damaged hothing but did take 
off some limbs from the older trees. The sun was out by 9:30 when 
the Abbeville bags arrived. It was a dull business as such groups 
invariably turn out to be. 

Blythe telephoned me at noon, asking if they could put off the 
Historical Society thing from the second Sunday in May until the 3rd 
Sunday, - the 16th, - 1 believe she said it was. That suited me alright 
3rd Sunday is no worse far me that the 2nd unday, and so that was eas 
settEtd.Mathew's School, Alma Mater of the secretariat, is having a 

frolic this week, __ hence no secretaries to ead my longer letters fro 

California, etc. But studies resume tomorrow, so things will be in or 
agaiSo. turns the day and so is my day the hqppier, thanks to 
little Miss Lee for all the nice things flowing from the mental 
telepathy, the correppondence and printing departments..... 


I am hoping eventually to get it recorded for my own delectation. 

Again 1 am amased at your own memory in recalling that at one time 
was some question as to when S. S. Prentice made a speech which 
had to do with the fact that as he foresaw the shape of things to come, 
the Mississippi of the 1850's would be forced from first place as a 
cotton producing State and that further westward to Texas the 
crown of cotton would move. Bo not search for the matter now, 
however, as 1 do not need it. But should a like need ever arise, 
it is so nice to know you have the reference work. 

» 

I think I already mentioned that some of the Ingrham writings 
that were supposed to have been included in his intti a l opus 
on Matches appeared only in a subsequent publication, as secured by 
you and it will be fun and stimulating to run through some of the 
descriptions eventua. ly together, making on the margins the names of thi 
places he describes. Many of these are gone, of course, but many 
remain, and we shall like those we shall eventual ly know the better for 
having M r , Ingram's ante bellum account. 

I finally got a rqund to read the air mail from California. I enclc 
same herewith and 1 think you will agree with me that it's good. Realli 
la Storm, taking swimming instructions to f improve her stroke at 85 is 
a sight. ut isn t it a pity she doesn t write more often. Surely 
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A half dozen ladies from Alexandria who had been spending the d ay 
at Briarwood, dropped off to see me just at supper time. They 
reported that Caroline is looking wonderful and is putting on weight, 
which seems incredible, what with dLl these years that she has 
appeared as a skeleton. 

They stated further that she is as happy as a clam, and this 
7n a y be due in part to the fact that Ur. Leutcher-Stark had 
recently been to Briarwood and purchased all of Caroline's 
paintings and wanted to move her and all of Briarwood to Crange, 

Texas, This would add a few hundred acres to his estate and give the 
Kleisers a ’few neighbor That would make me happy since I f 
then wouldn't have to assure Caroline that the Kleisers hadn t really 
been to Melrose and so could not push them in the direction of 
Briarwood. 

I stuck my neck out, as I told the ladie3 parenthetically that 
1 was pushing them out before the supper bell rang, —I pushed 
my neck out, since they were a. 1 flower enthusiasts, by remarking 
that 1 ew where some yellow Guernsey lilies could be obtained 

reasonably On reaching Alexandria, they must have gone to work 
on the tilSphone in a big way for within the last half hour, 
three different ladies, members of the Carden lub, have telephoned ■ 
me from Alexandria, praying me to be nice and get them some of 
the yellow ^uernseys. 

i 

How I find myself developing a slight panic, wondering if 
I really am getting yellow Guernseys. £ have it in writing that 

that is what the man is selling but the things are so rare and 
the price so reasonable, that 1 cannot help wondering if there 
has been some error on the part of the vendor # /is Guernseys usually 
take S years to put forth blossoms, one would have to wait that long 
to he certain, although, come to think of it, I guess it takes the 
red Guernseys only a year to come into flower, £ would not 
want to palm off something that turned out to be other than 
represented and yet at the same time, £ should ever so much 
like to share this streak of luck with people who have long 
sighed for just this type of thing . As a matter of fact, £ was 
floored the other day when £ told a lady in town that yellow Guernseys 
might be available at a reasonable price, for immediately s he exclaime 
that we mustn't tell anyone about it so that only she could 
have so many in her garden The bag'3 name is familiar to me but £ ha 
met her and it was through’chance that someone mentioned the 
bulbs to her, following, a conversation with me. Can you imagine 
anybody wanting to keep others from having all .the flowers they 
might want,,.,,. 


Memorandum : 

From where £ sit, it would appear £ 3hall loose a chapter in 
the Wh a hingtoji whirly-gig, as of today, for we are in a storm 
center that is whizsing thin s around considerably, what with a 
tornado or two /forth of us and the radio crckling like Chinese 
fine carckers in a Pekin Mew Year's parade. 

- • * 

During the afternoon we had a nice shower, perhaps half an inch, a 
we are schedule for moe tonight. We can use all of it against 
the dry months ahead. 

• \ * 

To e veryhody' s surprise, Foe ienry decided to spend the week end 
in Texas a ?id 30 the place, in spite of atmospheric excitement, seems 
unusually calm, 

his morning £ had a couple of appointments but during the 
afternoon, thanks to the rain, £ had five minutes to m a ke a mental lay¬ 
out of another of the Natchez plates. £ t ink £ shall do it 
something l,ike this : 

In order to avoid repeating the centering of the cartouche in 
the middle of the plate, as will be done in the one covering the semi¬ 
public buildings, £ shall put the cartouches at the top, bearing 
the same title as the other, "Mansions of Natchez" using two corinthi a n 


Immediately below the cartouche but just a little above center, 

I shfLl place a small replica of the St a nton a ll sketch appearing on 
thefirst plate in larger size, indicating it to be the headquarters of 1 
Pilgrimage Carden Club. 

Then, beginning pt the top and just to the left of the cartouches, 
I shall put in Arlington. Below it, on the lower left of the plate, wi j 
come Dunleith. 

J ", *y\ • C'i n - r i ; 1 Z ^ 

Slap in the bottom center, balancing the cartouches at the top, wi J 
be Longwood, whose height ca »» project a little toward the center of the 
plate, what with Stanton H a ll, aforesaid, being elevated a little • 
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Then, returning to the cartouches, at the top, and a little tc 
the right will come Devereux, —balancing Arlington, 1 think u 
mis-spoke, intending to say a little to the right oj the cartoucies. 

Lower down on the right and- balancing “unleith on the opposite side , 
will come Hope Farm, That item, of course, is being injected became 
a sop had better be tossed to Katherine B a lfour Hiller, 

As all these houses figure in the tf Pilgrimage Garden Club set, 

I think -the Club should not be di s-sati sfied, 

I envision the 3rd plate, - the Garden Club houses, as being laid- 
out in much the. same pattern, —cartouches at top, Connelly s Tavern 
in minature just below cartouche and above center of plate, 

Cherokee will begin a t upper left next to cartouches, and four or five 
other houses following around ', --Melrose and so on with possibly 
■the Priest's house or some such at the very bottom, occupying the 
space Longioood does at the bottom in the other. 


I think^The 
robably Elms r - 
he right. 


Briars might follow Cherokee on the left 
Court a nd something like the Parsonage or some such on 


All this must make mighy dull r eading but I like to share 
with you the nebular formation ofthese items, and in t he end we shall 
see what we can do about putting t}cem in shape, 

possible, i should like to get the lay-outs all completed before 
seeing how they are going to fit into the limited space of e a ch plate. 

It might be nice to use Mount Reposeor some such in place of one 
or the other, and I mention these various names, realising that a 
a m probably mis-spelling some of them such as Elms Court, which is 
prob,bly Elmscourt and The Briars which is probably he Briers, but 
we shall have a mple time to check all this later, Perh a ps the 
first plate might be made for November release to catch the Christmas tr 
with the other two making their bow just after the 1st of the year and 
prior to Pilgrimage time so that perhaps the Picayune might get all thre\ 

* ' . | 

This has been such a happy week, what with all the grand things 

coming this way out of Lym.e, , I am holding the thought it may 

hold a measure of -uiet at both ends of the line and that 
each may find a n opportunity to do in pace svme of the million 


things that claim our interest 


6687 






Ha ” ^ r[ - 


Sunday, May 2nd, 1954, 


. Memorandum: 

• 

Such a pleasant Sunday, hat with big old black clouds 
curtaining the horizon at dawning and getting-around to let go 
of their water content by noon, and keeping up the good work 
modestly until now. 

Some more daring pilgrims got in around 11 o'clock, in spite 
of the rumbling of thunder, but I waved them out of the lucca 
section and I know not whatever may have become of them, 

As a matter of fact, I was being good and selfish with my 
time and energy, and having much lust for the business I had to hand, a 

1 figured I could reserve a half hour for myself and my labors on 
a Sabbath morn, 

• 

I had rounded up a nice little table about 4 feet long and 

2 and a half feet wide which I installed on the gallery, using the 
aicient pew from the original St, Augustin's as my bench, I thought 
of little Miss B ee so often and what a heap of fun we would have 
been having "together, as mansion af^ er mansion fell into place and 
all three designs moved from the initial stage to something 

p proaching the final, save for a few odd tits to be added here and 
there, 

i ...... • V •' i \ ?-• \ 

I did have a little help from randpa and Outer Mongolia 
who fiad to sit on the table and fiddle here and there with pencils 
and things, but Outer Mongolia is listless because of her pregnency, 

1 suppose, and Grandpa didn t up-set Matches too much, a though 
I must admit that General Grant took greater care not to push things 
around than did Grandpa, , 

I have to check on a couple of dates which I shall be able to 
do early in the week and along about Wednesdaythe whole business 
should be ready to head out for Hock Hall 

<P so 

As the thing finally fell into shape, they took this form : 

Plate Mol, has the cartouches in the middle, Choctaw is at the top, 
and slap around from left to right appears Connelly's Tavern, Rosalie, 









From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M"3889 In the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



a 


6688 


00<J<» 


6689 


Glenwood (“oat Castle) at bottom (with goats), Auburn and 
Stanton Hall, which gets you bach to Choctaw, 

Plate Ho,2 has cartouche at top, and immediately below it in 
small sketch is Connelly's Tavern to identify Carden Club, 

Coing around from left to right runs Chevokee, the Briers, Melrose 
at bottom and rather larger that others, projecting almost to 
middle of plate, then Twin Oaks or the Parsonage, 1 have decided, 
and ending with Elmscourt, 

Plate Ho, 3 has cartouche at top, same as Ho, 2, T 0 left 
begins Arlington, then Dunleith, with Longwood at the bottom, and 
projecting up toward the middle of the plate, then hope Farm, 
and finally Devereux which is back to the cartouches, As in Ho, 2, 
a small sketch appears just below the cartouches, - Stnaton Hall, 

I wish Hock Hall had a more classic border, something like 
fluted columes or some such, and I shall inquire if such a thing 
cannot be contrived, 

For several reasons I think it so wise to bring out these three 
at the same bow, thus eradicating competition and holding the promisej 
of more to appear in the same series, I should think they ought to 
be ready in September or October, 1 should like to release 
them just before Christmas in Hatches and jU3t before Pilgrimage 
in March else where. But those details can be worked out between 
now and then. 

An air mail special delivery reached Celeste on Saturday morning] 
i enclose the letter and if there be any special address, 1 should 
be glad if you would jot it down on some memo. Can you 
imagine the collapse that would be Carolyn's if she had been 
here, 1 acknowledged the letter and mailed it Saturday, hoping 
Miss Farrell would have it bright and early Monday, Then 1 
telephoned the Chamber of Commerce, --Carmen, breaseale, eliciting 
a promise from her that if any Picayune appeared in town, she 
would direct them td me as supposedly Carolyn and I are handling 
Hatchitoches Parish publicity, , If the Cane xi i ver story is g oing to 
be written and printed in the Picayune, I might as well do what I 
can to emphise the thing a way from the story Carolyn and I envision, 
besides, it is possible that if the Pdcayune kills our magazine story' 
Miss Farrell may be able to do a job for me along about January 
or February with an article about Hatches in porcelain, and that 
would be nice, 

, 

£ A package came from *.nne Parrish on Saturday, 1 am 

sending it in this mail along with one or two i)on-descript food 
items, I found an extra little space,,and don t laugh, I stuck 
in a can of beef chili. The stuff isn t bad, and a slice of 
pine apple cuts it nicely on some odd night when you are hungry and 
are dining at home, I'm hoping you had a restful Sunday, too,,,,. 


Monday, May 3 rd, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

^ l t 1 

Summer was so short this year,,,, • , 

Cur fine rains have ended a?id with them went our warmth, 

The thermometer remained in the 50 f s today, in spite of 
fair 3 kies and tonight it will go down to 40 which isn't 
good for cotton which doesn't concern me much hut it isn’t 
helpful to gourds which does interest me no end. At least we 
shall not he getting a frost. 

There was an article about the pow-wow at St. ^ugustin’s Church 
last Monday in the weekly paper a nd 1 am sending the issue 
concerning Jather_ Callahan's Gol den ubil ee, thinking you might 
be interested- in running through it, what with all the talk I 


make about the'local Reverened Fathers. I know not if there 
d\ ything else in the sheet. It seems to me there might be 
some reference to the Historical Society doings of the 
previous Saturday but I have heard no mention of it. 

All afternoon I found myself wondering if there is 
to some vague notion I find floating around in my brain 
a severe shock induces m iscarriage for the pregnant # I 
I have mentioned recently that Outer Mongolia is in a very 
delicate condition, this being the first time in her y. u n^ 
life that she is great with kittens . Jell, anyhooo, that 


i s 


something 

that 

think 


s the 


situation c nd so it was around noon when 0 n returning from 
the store ini th some stuff in a paper sack, I found Outer Mongolia 
sitting serenely 0 n the brick step on the Jucca gallery # As 
Yucca animals are friendly with each other and ^ u mans frequenting 
the place, little Cuter never budged from the doorstep when, 
on opening the screen door, the frame nearly brushed her off 
the step. Holding the screen back with my elbo-w, I reached 
to turn the knob on the-door when Lo'. d slit must have 
developed in the bottom of the sack a nd a bottle of Coca Cola 
plummetted straight downward striking the bricks not an inch 
from u nsuspecting Outer and . Splintering ;nto .j- („ 

. ? ' f<\e report was that of an explosion. A black streak 

automatically shot upward and then across the gallery, across 
lawn and thri,e, - once, twice, three times, around and a round 
the big iron pot, —and thence off at. a* tangent in the general 


the 
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direction of the iris garden ], I haven't seen Cuter ongolia since.I 
Do Lon the shock could have induced premature delivery. 

Do you think the children will all look like atom bombs. 

Gr, more likely, would you s ay off hand that a have lost 
.-.a y mind. Poor .little old Outer ongolia If she has 

survived i'll bet catsup to catnip she Is muttering tonight 
that this motherhood business i3 certainly a dog's life • 

In the field of correspondence, - got off listings for 
the Guide to historic homes being contrived by ichard Pratt 
of Ladies Hoae Journal 1 included only Oakland and 
Melrose. 1 had in mi.n^ including Beaufort and Oaklfwn but 
was advised that both mistresses of said respective plantations 
didn't want to be listed. As in the case of Caroline 
with riarwood 
publ ic.ation 


that 


the ladies will prob a h ly protest after 
they weren t included. 


Joe Je,nry has returned from Texas, bubbling over with 
enthusiasm ttrx concerning some plans for a house ouanita 
found in last week's Saturday Evening Post, &nd so the Yucca 
renlica has gone by the boards and another non-descript, 1 suppo 
is slated for the margin of Cane u iver. As one nulls 
over the matter, it seems really wonderful in retrospedt that 
so many people in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries really 
concerned themselves with the orders of architecture :nd 
weren't satisfied simply to procure protect against the elements 
Up until this moment , it seems strange I h±ve never heard anyone 
a clause to ope old adage, making it read} 

"Deputy is on]v skin deep" when skin is the texture of 
leather. 

I h, ve a half dozen book which 1 have no time to glance at 
3 nd not mu-ij 1 regret at 3* neglecting them, for none of them 
seem to appeal to me momentarily 1 am dabbling a little 
in 7,'ill Durant's "Pleasure-of Phtlso h " but b usy *ays 
induce early nodding and then there 's ’always the lure of 
the Washington fandango to get me rigged up for bed when that 
program gets under way. 

• 

But now i must knock out some mail and then call it a day. 
Poor little old Outer Mongolia, I-'nk hoping she making it 
a lright . 


se. 


adl 


Tuesday 


, 4th, 1954, 


Memorandumi 


so, after 1 had sealed th 
about to jump into my tub 
Picayune, say 
having Just d 


And 
and ms 
Hiss Jarrell of the 
were in Alexandria, 


a nd asking if I would see them th 
I said 1 would if they could make 
photographer and they agreed they 
a ppointment. I told them I v)ould 

And so at 9 :30 this morning 
spot of rendezvous, —but they we 
came to tell me some people had c 
waiting for me at Yucca. 


e last letter last night 
, the telephone rang. It was 
ing that she and her photographer 
riven up from Mew Orlejns, 
is morning instead of Wednesday • 
it at 9J30. She consulted the 
would be rable to keep the 
meet them at the front gate. 

9 

I was at the agreed magical 
ren’t. at 10:20 a servant 
ome to the side gate and were 


That certainly started things off on the wrong foot. But 
my annoyance gave way to surprise when I met Miss Farrell and 
her escort. Their dumbness puzzled me since I couldn't imagine 
how either of them could be associated with any newspaper. 

Tbiey knew nothing of Cane Diver, having never read anything about 
it except the article in the Picayune about Miss Cammie . 1 showed th 
about but obviously they were getting nothing, Naturally 1 never 
mentioned Marie Therese # I referred to neither negro nor mulatto but 
simply used the over all, - colored people. Although no notes 
were taken Miss Farrell finally understood that colored people 
put up tfye , smaller buildings and that Miss Cammie built 
the larer one in 1833. 

. They strolled through the big house and Yucca, looking 
at nothing, in fact I think they never even saw the "family" por¬ 
traits, I had set out wine glasses but obviously there was no 
point,in using them since nobody had anything to say. All in 
all» they asked three questions : 

1st, - they take a picture of the big house and the African hou 

2nd # how long had I lived at Melrose, T>iis was i sked twice, and 
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3 rd, was there any place on Cane stiver, —which they called 
Red River lake, where they could rent a speed boat so they 
could take p ctures of the ante be'llum plantation hones from 
the river. 1 told them -<• imagined they could find a speed 

boat in town but I had no idea as to how a picture of the 
ante be'llum homes, set so far back from the margin of the 
river and so heavily screened by trees, could ever be achieved, 
but they thought they could, manage that alright . 

within 25 minutes from the time they arrived t they were 
gone Miss Farrell did not forget to say Thank You and 
Joodiye. Because forgetting pre-supposes having once known, and 
apparently nobody had ever told Miss Farrelll that it was 

n old custom among civilised people to follow some such pattern . 

7hat s'range people one does encounter, sitting out here behind the 
bushes, 

I wrote la Montespan a letter because x ran across a Sibley 
matter and used it as an excuse for makipg acknowledgement of 
her last letter, Jo hn Ilopkin s Sibley, grandson of Dr, John Sibley, 
was born in Hatch ft?6ches and attencTed. F/est Point, Then theCivil 
Tar broke out, he was in the Union *.rny, Me invented a type 
of soldier's 'tent which the Federal rmy adopted ordering 
hundreds of thousands and contracting to pay Sibley and his 
associate, Mr. Burns, five dollars royalty per tent Sibley 
returned to Hatchitoches during the war and eventuaTly joined 
the Confedera"e Army, The Federal Jovernment refused to pay 
him his royalty but continued paying Burns ,,'2.50 as his share, urns 
being a Horthern man. The grandchildren of Sibley have just 
found their grandfather’s will and the drum is being beaten to 
start suit against the Federal Government to collect the unpaid 
Civil Tar royalties. I think they will not get to first base, 
but there may be enough of a rumpus to get the thing into 
the % pers. You may recall that old John Sib ley came to 
the Hatchitoches on behalf of t Sir 7 i H i am v junbar in pursuance 
of president Thomas Jefferson s~ldesire for %nowledge of Louisiana 
and the Red River h a sin and a,wish to keep the political pot 
boiling in Texas. Sibley bought heavily in Hatchitoches real estate 
:.nd remain the balance of his life in this Parish, 

v * v 

On the morrow I wrap up the three desugn$ of the Mansions 
of Hatches and get them going toward Rock Mall, I think I 
am fairly satisfied with the way they turned out, most effort having 
been expended on trying to interlace variety into subject 
matter that deals almost exclusively with architectural consider ,ti on 
7 nd each design looking more like the first than the next. 

Eventually we shall see what we shall see but in % the mean time and 
right now, x’m going to ”rest my eyes” . 


Wednesday, May 5th, 1954 , 


Memorandum : 

It was cool at dawning but by the time I started for the Post 
Office, summer had returned with gusto and ice tea time was 
but a few hours off, if warmth determines the advent o d that 

season. 

And then, Loon reaching the Post Office, £ discovered 
surprise package from little Miss Lee, equalling me m getting 
remembrances of natal day delivered in ample time. 

I^aqine my delight on returning to Yucca to discover that 
the oackage contained precisely the perfect instrument to assist 
p in welcoming the season. The tea glasses are psr/ec-ly 
eleiant and all of them traveled w thout the slightest mi3hap. 

1 haven’t seen any design of this nature before. They are so 
gay and at the same time so fitting for the advent oj warm evenings 
and dripping glasses. The undulations, running vertically, makes 
urasving them so pleasant and so easy to retain hold oj when 
the ‘particles of mois ures begin forming on the outside. 

Mid-I wonder if little Miss Lee tamped them with her finger. 

If so, she undoubtedly noticed the low, musical vibration they . 
orodneed and somehow so fittingly atune to the cool dra. s 
‘they will be holding nightly for the balance of the summer. 

1 a m delighted with them and, I must confess, they came to han> 
.t a time when my own glass ware was at low ebb. Last season l 
was want to use an earthen 0 ne which Mary Pringle borrowed a nd 
has not returned, x believe it was cracked just a bout Hie 
time she borrowed it and so would, .scarcely have served this 
season But, thanks tq Miss Lee s fituition ill this has. been 

taKen ’ care oJ> and 1 don * mi,ld tellin 3 V°' d 1 im ^P atient S or 

today's mc\il to be taken care .of so that I may have my f irs J 
use of the gift for I couldn t resist stirring up a brew this 
afternoon and as a chanced to have lemons in the h ° x - se > for 

grand old ice bucket working to perfection I a m f 

a deligious hour before folding up my beard, thanks to ^ust 

o?i£ person. 

In today’s mail came a notation from Robert Louis Steenson 
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which Cra had secured from the library for me, I thought you 
might like to read it, too, --it is such an excellent account 
of the endless battle for life that goes on when Mature is 
left to be perfectly natural, I thought I would send it to 
Farley to keep in his file against the hook I have been out¬ 
lining for him having to do with a fabullous (fabulous( Louis¬ 
iana garden at the close of the 18th century or the beginning 
of the 19th, It seems to me the R* L. S • lines might be used to 
such ad antage to illustrate the differences between 
the lu 3 h country surrounding the well ordered garden that 
was created by the introduction of order and a chance of survival f 1 
th.e plants flourishing ;here order obtains ; 

If you should have time to-qopy this quotation, you might 
keep the original, If you haven t the opportunity during this 
.busy season, „ might just return the original and 1 shall 
pass it alo^g'"io Farley as is, with either Way being perfectly airiJ 

The letter from Mrs, Holloman was an unexpected pleasure , 

It must be a couple of.years since she has deij’ied to write, but, 
of course, there’s method in her madness, for obviously what she 
wants is an extra picture of Herr Heitzel t undoubtedly for some 
article she is doing, 1 could easily enough take the last three 
words of her letter as my motto, —"Must ski Ethel" and let it 
jo at that t Dut I 3hall respond politely instead of tossing a bomb 
into her lap, as would certainly be the case v)ere I to breathe 
^nything ~bout the Picayune contemplating a Cane Fiver article 
since she herself has take ?} many a picture and written many 
a Pays on the same subject none of which ever saw the light 
of prMnt, J, Alphonse PrudhoWMe telephoned me today, asking: 

"Did you by any chance have two very strange people yesterday d 
were from the limes Picayune 


I admitted I had had them She said she got the impression 
neither of them had the vaguesl notion as to what they were up to ad 
she felt that more deeply when they a sked if she knew where they mi d 
rent a speed boat so they could take pictures of ante helium plantaA 
ion homes from the surface of the river. Some day 1 shall learn 
particulars about that episode, perhaps, and frankly, 1 shall be 
a rious to listen to the tale, 

■ - , - , ( • rr I 

It was a source of vast satisfaction today when I had finished 
wrapping up the three designs of the Hatches plates and getting 
them started off on their journey to Rack Hall, I am hoping 
that one of the items will be finished by October which will give me\ 
a chance to start laying down a barrage in the ^dams County district\ 
But now for the mail, --and after that the inauguration of 
the birthday glasses and again my thanks for the happiness they brin 


*■ 


Thursday, ay 6th, 1954, 


'emorandum: 

Imaaine mu surprise when I discovered at the post office this 

morning that it is my natal day all over aga in. Ye *' e £ d 

the eleaant glasses; today the prime ingredient to go in them, *na 
j don’t mind saying I’m slap happy a bout the whole business, 

End as though you had peeped over my shoulder and discovered that 

some sort of buys had chewed down my j other 

came new seed of which I had no more lcj , *■- j nh+ +n take 
mrieties which, thanks to the recent cool spell, ought totals 

hold wonderfully right now and today I planted tien. 


h rh .. 

your thoughtfulness, it can be converted into choclate 
as a twist of the wrist, . . > 

It goes mahout saying that I an entranced to have the Zmeig vela 
It didn't take ne look to turn thro ugh its pictorial and 

get a glimvse of the people and nsUrtal fibrin, \n the biognp*y 

I an putting it on my holding shelf where A t foment J 

a t the first opportunity a passing pilgrim lends a 

for exploration or the first day when the nail being light, a 
secretary can start if off for me, 

w f 4S £’»»W*SiWg“ 

^re'^on^s^tU my'Ve TwlTo^no on^can'see , half 
this machine and the desk lamp where floats my e owe every 
,ere, as I write, I‘can keep my eye on it, as 1 shall for every 
day in the year/. The duck and the cardinal may and 

odd aviary combination but they, do so perfectly * machine, 

wTll always be too gleans of sunshine m my hours at this machine. 


» * * * 
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hirty billion times tyring to tell would not be sufficient 
to cover my delight with, the cqrd and all that included Arenbourg 
and me in ntal greetings, The portraits were so fresh and telling 
but even better was the especial message for Lestan from little 
Miss Lee • 

* 

>is I envision all the demands on your time and strength these recei 
months, I marvel and worry just a shade that v have pushed yourself tc 
in taking time out to accumulate all these tresors, if only I 
might do something in kind , And yet if there be some compensation 
in realising that they have opened little port als to par adise for me, 
then, poor as that may be js consolation, still it is altogether 
genuine and set forth from the depths of-my heart. What a happy hirthdc 
this'is, --and thanks exclusively to just and only one • 

So far as the setting for my happiness, the day was all blue and g c 
a hove and'wonderfully green all around, 

I had a very pleasant contact this morning with Hiss Church, —I fc 
her first name, At 8 o'clock this morning. Bill ozones' brother, Randolf 
came to see me. He said Hiss Church, formerly of Memphis was down here 
some business for the federal C over nment, —she is a n Eisenhower appoini 
to the H, L, R, B,, and that somehow she had run across the Melrose arti 
appearing in the atchitoches Christmas Festival program and had exoresi 
tremendous interest in seeing Melrose, I thought 9:30 would be perfect 
d 9:30 it was. I suppose the lady is colored but she looked 
while. Her manners were wonderful and her knowledge of everything, in¬ 
cluding plants, astonishing The orioles were singing a mile a minute a 
as this was the first time Randolph and his wife had been here, everythi 
was new and wonderful for everybody. - J aturally Miss Church fell in love 
with Vie place. The Joneseses wanted her to take some local 
memento back to Washington yith her and as she had studied the plates wi 
some deliberation she selected, not the one showing he -T ones 
property, - Reform Plantation, but, naturally, the African House • 

Some official of color out of Hew Orleans joined us just as the tour was 
ending' . He got but a brief glimpse of the African House and asked if he 
might some time come back. He might. 

But the hour advances and I must rol'e up my sleeves and get to work 
Last night I tried the natal day glasses, at least one, and it worked wo 
fully, 'tonight I try the same glass with the new Tender Leaf and that's 
be even better. How happy has been day and 1 thinv n u know just what 
I have in mind when I say thank you with all my heart,,,"'. 


Friday, May 7th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

Your air mail of Tuesday arrived today, guaranteeing me 
the happiest week end I can remember, 

The card is so lovely in design, the sentiments, written 
and printed, so perfect in all they express, so inclusive in all 
they imply, fills my heart to over-flowing. 

Bless your heart • 

jxiid for your grand letter a?id all that it covers, may 
I add that it, too, is a triple guarantee of a happy week end, — 
what with the tresor yesterday, the card and the letter today. 

It’s all so nice, 

sxtid what with the lovely cardinal sitting right along side me 
where I can keep my eye on him constantly as my fingers 
fly over this keyboard, --I am just too happy for words. 

It was so kind of you to think of sending me the Anne Parrish 
review which I shall get to this week end. And thanks ?io end 
for acovainting me with the nature of the story, I am bound 
to drop a line to Anne later tonight and having some notion of 
the contents will be 30 helpful, 

t 

As for your grand report and the duplicate of the Library 
of Congress, it also came to hand and u am delightea with everything 
you had to tell me about the items listed and those recommended. 

My fullest Amen to all • 

• 

When the next list comes to hand, I shall ask you to 
recommend another item, --"imperial Purplse" by Edgar Leee Ealtus • 
This is a book about the Roman Caesars, was Warren J, Harding favori 
piece of literature, and although $r$nched^with purple patches, 
is one that I like for occasional reading of a paragraph or two . 

And, as though reading my mind, just as I was realising I have 
been leaning too heavily on my memory regdrding the Hatches scene, h 








From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #f1~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



4, 

i. 


Is Vgrina Howell the correct spelling of the name of Mrs, J eff e r s o n I 
were they married in 1845. _ 



1 sort of forget such details sometimes and as 1 shall not neel 
h a ve the answers for ji t other six weeks when the final draft is sent ^ 
for my approval, there's no rush about looking up these two points.. 

J I 

l -> < 

You mentioned your note to Celeste regard ng the theatre, Shei 
mentioned it to me on Sunday and was as.appreciative as anything 1 j 
saw her manifest signs of such a feeling, I suppose she has written 
you since 'onday. It is my understanding they will arrive in 
•lew York July 19th and sail almost immediately, a believe they exp\ 
be back in lanh/attan on September 2nd remain but for a day. Th\ 

may be luck, since, us it probably is somewhere around t-abor Say, 
readily find it possible to be out of town for the week end. 
have just turned to the calendar and find September 2nd is on 
Thursday, which would give an excuse for being out of town, as you 
may write her in Europe just before she returns, perhaps. i 
understand Madam reaufort has decided not to go to Europe* I know 
not how many people will be in Celeste's intim be traveling 
issoc iation although I suppose only a few will be trying to make th 
Jouldn t it be nice if everybody decides on a prolonged vacation 
over the.labor Say week end, I shall start holding the thought • 

* 

I have scads of unread nail t due in part to the fact that all 
the secretaries are swinging hoes today mid so are finding money 
for shov) fare in their pockets tonight, no doubt. If I had swung 
a hoe all day, I wouldn be looking for letters to read, either. 
was glad Viat elen didn t join the hoe swingers today, of all days 

It was so kind of you to tyy doing'Something about the 
Hughes pictures. Of course they wouldn t care if the^y were used. 
i suppose erasing the samp (stamp) is impossible, I 11 ask 
ihem about the negatives • 

Ho, hum,,,,so mahy million things totalk about and ;• 

yet so impossible to express how full to over-flowing is the 
happiness which is mine, thanks exclusively to you. And now 
for a go at tTender Leaf in the new glasses, but with 
the mental telepathy transmitter left going full blast the while,,. 







Sunday, Hay 9th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

My gay little cardinal continues to delight my soul,, an 
eloquent and precious messenger from a far, sitting right 
her*close beside me. How wonderfully effective is the power 
of such a talisman in uniting kindred souls. 

It has been such a quiet, peaceful day, the sky cloudy 
to partly cloudy and no interruptions save an occas ional 
telephone ,call from well wishers. 

About 5, I took off my beard and in the doing, learned from 
~ servant that I had missed the lady doctor and her husband. 1 
take it they must have been a little rushed, and prob^Lly 
stopped off hut to say Howdy, returning to town from Magnolia 
where they probgbL y had late dinner. 

Pat was in Baton Rouge yesterday, supposedly for the week eni 
Celeste was enchanted on Saturday morning when she T old me that 
n s Joe. had announced he was going to Shreveport to spend the day, 
j'ust the four of us would he here for dinner and that, for the 
first time in montfes, we .would be able to dine intimately, not 
in the dining room but in the breakfast room as ioe do when only 
J. H., Madam Regard, Celeste and I are here. 

I wasn't at all surprised when jumping across the fence 
at the dinner hour, 1 saw Joe sauntering in the same direction. 

On reaching the house he announced that he had just changed his 
mind and thought he wouldn t go to Shreveport after all. Celeste 
changed from breakfast room to dinaing room with good grace 
but obviously was wishing he would make up his mind, 

lie said he v as,going to put a chain on the front gate and 
lock it this afternoon before leaving for where ever he was going 
This is .an expellent idea since instead of permitting people to 
come that way, it trouis them all into Celeste s department, 
uaranteeing a fine tornado. More and more, I notice the 
unstable quality of his mind. It gqts more and more into 
other people's hair but as it doesn t worry me and as we hit it 
off together 'famously, I am complaining not a bit, esepcially as 
presence here seems to, .teg $ to discourage more d isagreeable membe 
of the family from passing this way,. 
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Monday 


'ay 10th, 1954 


I an so glad to have the article about the primitve show 
in Washington vliich I have not net finished but which I have en 
so nuch in what progress I have made, Wouldn't it be wonderful 
to see such a show • 


Memorandum 


You will find the enclosure from North Hollyviood interesting 
It is clear enough that Irma is irked by K~y and I'm glad she 
felt secure in confiding same, I am writing Briarwood a note ton 
but shall skip any reference to trans-continental plans as a matt 
of course, 

You inquired about Madam Combs, I think her driving energy 
is going to*wreck her in the end, for she undertakes too many 
things both in the home and the office, —doing research on 
the Caddo Indians for the impending trial in Washiongton 
and entertaining too many members of the family from far and nea 
while trying to devote more than is required of her energy 
to her office work in the Welfare department, I suppose 
she will end up having a storke or loosing her mind, and I 
a m sorry for she is a kind person. Once 1 was glad to ask her 
to do little things for me, such as buying lemons or some such, 
but I do so no more, realising that I do not want to contribute 
anything to the course she is pursuing which is certainly heading 
her toward the rocks. She loves to pass this way, calling on Mad< 
Regard ‘and catching her breath for a moment at Melrose and l'm 
glad when she does, since '-'adam Regard 's 'personal ity and the ~ uie 
of the gardens probably gives her a momentary opportunity to 


How,nice to find your letters of the 6th and 7th in today's 
post, together with the very interesting enclosures, 

i feel we should give the Post Office department credit 
for getting your letter of the 7th here on the 10th, but 
come to^think of it, I should not have had a delivery 
until the morrow by normal channels . The clerk went'' 
to Bayou Hatches thisafternoon to see if there was a note 
from Betty Regard for Celeste who plans to take off on the 
morrow before mail delivery if the message from Hew Iberia 
should he favorable, and I understand it was, 

I read but three items from the 47 that came today, counti 
in the unusual afternoon arrival. The one from Carolyn 
claimed an early glance, as I thought it might say she was 
contemplating coming here some time,during the week. From 
the way she phrases her letter, however, leads me to suppose 
that I might or might not see her before Christmas, and that 
is alright, too, 1 am still pussled by the way she and 
Farley plan writing chapters alterning, the one after the other, 
I never heard of such a system and doubt if it can be done very 
successfully, especially w ith one of the scribes in California 
and the other in Texas, I cannot imagine how Carolyn seems -to 
feel that the book will unquestionably be wonderful. The 
only wonderful thing about it that I can see from where I sit is 
the fact that it may ever be actually w ritten, which, from >elen 
recent letters, seems to be her way of thinking, too. But 
at least it provides an alibi to side track other things for 
a year or two, and that, for a person like Carolyn, is something 
of considerable convenience, 

Add before leaving the Lone Star Sta te, wouldn't it 
be interesting to know to whom and to what place a^ong the Long 
Horns went the Audubon Elephant Edition, I know quite a few 
people off yonder, but so few of them, as you have noticed, 
are worth a cent so far as correspondence is concerned, Still 
I shall make a few inquiries and see if we can find out anything 


I luxuriated in reading last night from Ruth and A. Hyatt 
Beryl's "Ancient American CivilisationsThere's lots of * 
particulars co ernig the Astec Empire is*far as I have gone. The 
authors maintain that the Sumarians about 3,000 L, C, crossed the 
Atlanticand set a pattern, for a civilisation that wa 3 to be forgo 
uxitil the advent of Cortes, Ships larger than those of Columbus 
operating in the Atlant i'c, bringing tin from Britain,—-to 

ear &sst, R ,000 yeirs B, C,, etc,, etc,, and their theories 
omehow sound plausible, a. shall rg^d more and rsoort more later 
% • 

But the hour advances for "Meet the Press", and l must h ■ ve 
look to new Tender Leaf glass It has been such 
a happy ttrthday week for ArenboZrg and for me, thanks e xclusivel 
to little Mis3 Lee .. 
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I cannot tell you. how sincerely I appreciate your 
generous expression of Faith in the atchez venture, And 
it was so kind of you, too, in offering to explore the copyright 
matter for me. In Saturday's post came a letter from Dora 
which I shall enclose in this or under separate envelope* 

I haven't explored the form itself, but from what Dora writes, 

I assume Form C is what 1 would want. This requires the 
sending of a plate or two, as 1 understand it. It occurs to 
me, and I have written Dora the thought, to wit, —that if 
the idea or type of thing is being copyrighted, the copyright 
of a single plate ought to cover the whole series so that 
we might copyright just the first one, --the s emi-public building 
and in .Vos. 2 and 3, simply use the "contrived by” line as 
in the ane Diver series, as the first plate connot go into prod 
for a couple of monthsit is possible that you may have an 
opportunity to glance over the Form which Dora has sent. 


Tuesday, May 11th, 1054 


jr.emorand um 


r.om the radio, I gather you, too, have been having damp, 
cold weather. It continues that way at this bend of the river, -- 
not too damp, but cloudy and chill with the thermometer varying bu 
a half dozen degrees instead of the usual variation of about 20 
points between day and dark. It is now 56 and the cotton is 
shinering, I imagine, just as 1 am,, 

I should like to put it off on the cold weather as having 
slowed down my mental processes for this a ftsrnoon I gave a 
fine example of how slowly the mind can function, if at all, 

1 had a couple of ladie.s of color of the Cane River noblesse 
by appointment. They had asked to se.e the family portraits, and 
that request is never denied, as neither of them, although 
born and bred here, had ever been inside the front gate, 

1 showed them about, and as they have been to schools of 
higher learning, they appeared capable of comprehending a 
great deal On the back gallery, one of them asked about the 
Hunter '■lob^lin, 1 explained its origin and pointed to the 
primitive over the door, saying 

"You all frnow Clemence of course, who lives just there beyond 


In reference to your inquiry about the time element in grant 
the copyright leads me to say that j n the sketch, as i?i a 
newspaper article, the copyright mark is put on the sketch 
as the thing is manufautred, is it is when an article in print 
is set up One goes right ahead with the production and sales, 
and only if a n infringement is found by the copyright office does 
the thing have to be discontinued. As nobody has done the - r >atche. 
scene, the copyright would be.issued automatically almost, 

A copyright, like a patent , actually is of service only } ecause 

it gives one the right to start suit t _ which would never ben don , 

Starting of a suit, in this case, u ut it has one other slight 
advantage in that the presence of the copyright notice tends to 
discourage u nscrupul ou.s people from cashing in on a good thing by 
duplicating it too closely # Edward's China ^n the past has 
discouraged copyrighting m I think they know nothing about it,. 

My guess is that somebody like .Mrs. balfour Miller of Hope Farm w< 
be just the type to try to turn out something like the 
"Mansions of Hatches" thing, if, as we hope, the item turned out 
to be something that would appeal to collectors and pilgrims alik 
so enjoy a degree of popularity over a period of years With 
that in mind, perf.aps it should be plate Ho, 5, —the Pilgrimage 
Darden Club houses that should be copyrighted if but one of the s 
is, . I think Ho, 1, however, will be the most popular, what 
with Coat Castle and the goats on it although the Pilgrim...ge one 
Longwood may have considerable appeal. So many things to talk 
a bout, Lord, Lord, Dut my gay little cardinal says it's time 
for me to jet to vjork, and so per'iaps I should, l‘he thermometer 
has been in the 50's all day, —unheard of in May, Tonight 
I shall be having some hot chocolate from nx . birthday tresors,,,. 


But yovre bound to know Clemence who lives just there," 

• ■ v ^ * V* ■- 

The lady said : 

"You mean the first house on the Bermuda road up from Melrose 
Yes, 1 know the house but I do not know the person who lives there 

Then ray feeble brain began perking and I again realized 
what I should, never have forgotten, —that no mulatto lady would 
ever admit she knew a person of darker color Eut the stupid - 
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a 


step further 
in great metropolitan 


£ considered a very good friend # I even went 
'and, remarking how few people, comparatively, 

centers, such as Hew ork, ever see such local monuments, say, 
a s the St;tue of Liberty, so it is in the Cane River country, as 
was impressed upon me only today when the sister of Goernor Kennon 
telephoned from Lake Charles to ask if she and a friend might 
come to elrose on Tuesday , n~xt, and that while here they wondered 
if it would be possible to visit Clenence. 

* 

The Cane River noblesse right then and there just about 
collapsed into St, *iggin's fountain. Racial hatred must be 
a terrible thing to e,xperience but how much worse it must be 
when a shadoiq ,of darker shadge terrifies one into feeling 
he must deny knowing someone of the same race for such a 
shadwoy reason. 


across the fence 
South Louisiana and £ 
Haster of the Hounds, 
and one cat, - a Pers 
bull dog is in the ho 
pneumonia, this time 
life they do lead, — 
the time staggering i 
with the hundreds of 
since last holiday ti 
expect to explain on 


, the ladies departed early this morning for 
took practice tonight in my summer role as 
—only it was just one hound _-a boxer, 
ian , that demanded my attention, for the white 
spital again Last time he was there with 
it is the maAge, £ believe, What a dog's 
mistressless, for the most n rt, and the rest 
n and out of hospitals,What one could do 
dollars those dogs h„ve had expended on them 
me and nobody ‘caring^a rap ibout them. 
ociaJSTon that they are “perfect darlings 1 ', 


I waded through a little of yesterday's mail but found 
little ojf interest, a response to a letter from la Montespan 

the other day, £ sent along some particulars about the Sibleys and 
got back a letter thanking \e and. enclosing three bucks, suggesting 
i invest it in wine, i acknowledged receipt of gift, pointing 
out *iy surprise that the lady had known all along that the natal 
day yas Sunday, thinking that by attributing to her some informatio 
didn t possess, it might be the simplest way to pass the thing 
off a s casually as possible. 

But the cardinal tells me that the night advances, and 
as £ have already lost the d a y's installment of the McCarthy fand an 
£ had better call a halt to our little chat and make preparations 
for a dab of chocolate milk, which £ love when contrived with local 
milk and birthday chccloate, £ home summer may come b a ck 

again to both our localities soon ....... 


WKd 


6705 


Wednesday, May 12th, 1054, 


Memorandum : 

I continue wading through correspondence and mud puddles, for 
the mails continue heavy and last night we had about 3 inches of rain, 
und a chilly mist permeated everything all day. The forecast is 
for Continued cool and rainy weather, v)hich suits me to a T, 

A big package came from.Dora by parcel post today. There 
were some grand snort shirts and some white ones, not to mention 
some spiffy trousers, two pairs of cloth top shoes and perhaps 30 
or 40 maps of the air fields o Oklahoma, As the latter are 
about the sie of c newspaper when both map and newspaper are folded, c 
of the same size as both when unfolded, with the maps being a bit of 
more extent if less bulk ,bout them, £ am a little puzzled as 
to what disposition to make of them. Perhaps a subseuqent letter 
from the sender may make use of them, 

• 

Did 1 mention there were two pairs of shoes in the package. Tell; 
a nyhooo, they areq quite elegant, with cloth tops and gum com¬ 
position soles. Cue pair is whie .and the other baby blue, That 
with my well known conservatism on the side of clothing, and as 
£ a 7n want to we.ar tan shoes on the plantation and black ones if £ 
must get in the big road, £ am turning over in my mind just 
how and by whom these will be worn. That with graduation coming on 
any day at St. Mathews, £ yight. be able to lend a fact in that - 

direction, if my feet aren t too. small. And did £ hear you ; ay 
that everything would be wonderful if a would only save the one 
Pair so that, when appearing before the tatchez Garden Club or 
the Pilgrimage Garden Club this fall, £ might knock the hoop skirts fc 
a loop by unexpectedly stepping forth in baby blue foot wear. 

£n ny time, 1 reckon £ have worn some mighty unbecoming costumes 
but somehow nev n r before. did b^by blue shoes figure in the costume• 

One price £ pay for getting abroad so little is the fact, apparar 
that f don't keep up with what the smartly clothed gentlemen are 
going in for in foot gear. For all £ know, baby blue shoes may 
be all the rage at the moment for the well turned out cowboy, but 
conservatism is always mule-ish about innovations and so £ reckon 
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I 11 Just go on wearing old fashioned tan shoes on the plantation 
and black shoes in town. 


Thursday 


In the realm of correspondence, I haven t as yet quite 
reached the bottom of the recent heavy assortment of ft.rst 
class things but as each piece $ets duller, -*■ guess I haven't 
mi sseHrmucttbe E, lioscce report tonight on the <. ohn Adams testimony 
today in Washington , one oould but conclude that a heap of 
the 'Sound and furry about the LcCarthy doings stemmed less, perhap , 
from cOarthy as instigator than from Cohen who appears to have 
been exerting himself and everybody else in behalf of favors 
for his friend, Shine • t'here is no parallel whatsoever, as the 
cases are in no way alike, but I am, nevertheless, reminded by 
this impression that when Lyle was head fo the Federal Writers Pro, 
in Hew Orleans, his chielf lieutenant, Eddie Iryer was forever 
moving this or that string for the benefit of his friend, Bill 
Glasscock, and while I do not mean in any way to imply that 
any of this had anything to do with the Governmental set-up, 

I do recall on one occasion and another how the weight of Lyle's n, 
behind a Dryer move did tend to knock down more dominoes than 
Lyle never been in the organisation, And I recall ver vividly how 
Lyle was sometimes bored with the dumbness of Bill and would somet 
express the wish that the latter would Just fade out of the picture 
in pi y direction, Bui, as we were soon to learn, it was Eddie and 
Lyle v)ho faded out of the picture and I have never heard tell by 
anyone of whatever happened to Eill, 

So far as nhich will out live the others in this unholy 
Washington triangle, let us hope that it isn t shine, for 
1 can tm^jine how horrible it would be if Me dartky should 
suddenly die, D on t y 0U know millions of people would vote him 
a halo slap and for all I know the Vatican might cannoise him, 

I understand *hat the Shrev port Times, arch oonservatist new, 
of this region, printed daily editorials for years in favor of McCy 
but since the fo.ke photograph thing, cam^ out, t’uere have been no 
McCarthy editorials at all, This doesn t mean the paper has 
ditched him but simply they are getting-afraid that things may 
turn out uncertainly and so don ft t want to be patting on the 
head he one who may come off but second best, 

This'ia a tiresome letter but perhaps I shall do less 
badly on the morrow I hope, -*nd may summer or at least Sprang 
be coming back real soon .. 


Memorandum 


I'm sending several enclosures, either in this envelope 
or an accompanying one, 

Hone of them are of moment but each has a way of showing 
a dab of personality, , 

* 

Having the one from Kay and from Irma in the same mail 
somehow reveals ,&ay's state of mind and Irm a 's resentment, 

I regret that my letters to California fly around from hand to 
at such a great rate, for such a custom seems to make it 
unthinkable of writing anything very personal to anybody in tha 
quarter, I can only guess at what the rub may be which 
perhaps exists between Kay and nobody in particular, but 
possibly bet -ween , ay and Irma, since the letter of r ch 
seems.io suggest a bit of friction, I suppose Kay is on the 
mpney side and obviously Irma has more, gray matter, :i 'hen, too, 
rna is guilty of being a n " in-law" and so often "in-law " perso 
<j2 ities never seem to Jibe, 

As for u elen's letter, it, too, suggests that the 
sympathy hetvieen her and Carolyn doesn't intensify at the 
moment, I am especially impressed by- Helen's complaint that 
Carolyn inclines so much toward the social side, for Carolyn 
so often regrets that Helen, once so delightfully on the 
intellectual side, has definitely gone over the the social side 
and, never stays at home one night following another. 

Far be it from me to try figuring out which one, if either, is 
correct, or if they both are or aren't. 


I like to hear from Helen but often I hesitate about 
writing since I instinctively feel . that the response will 
carry some inquiry about a week end, —as the present one does, 
and what with Joe Hei\ry flying about and the Wenks scheduled for 
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'rtdau, Kay 14-th. 1954 


Kemorandum 


’ so summer eventually ram? h a ck and today was ai other of 

those fwhat is so rare as a day in June n days. 

The ladies cam* b z ck from South Louisiana where they reported 
having had a dr-ling time. 

< *■ 

The enrl os'’r* from n drolyn speaks for itself. Obviously 
she is off on another tanget, --pullinj through old films. And 
why she should be giving thought to snapping likenesses of old 
mulatto ch racters when chapters P,4,6,8,10,12,14, etc., etc., of 
the O'Brien opus are to be written, the story of Cane H iver to be done 
a TV of plates, Indo-vhina to be saved, KcCarthy to be celled as 
witness^etcJ wouldn’t know. But I must say,it’s pretty much 
according to pattern. 

I shall write her identifying the film she mentioned, -it 
is of Joe and Celine Roque, and , in a way, I suppose, odd that I 
Bhould remember,what withall the times I have been along Cane 
River with photographic-minded people in the years between since 
that was taken, I suppose, at least a decad^tack. 


I shall write Carolyn,too, that she hadbbetter get busy with 
her TV associates, selling them on the idea that if they take 
pictures of Natchez during May and June when the foliage is fine 
they will have a filmthpy can sell to big moneyed sponsors alopg in 

January when this ye ar $ crop of leaves are gone but when half 
the middle west and segments of the coast&l States will be getting 
rigged up to go to the Katchea Pilgrimage, us every year they do. 

It goes without saying, of course, that I shall outline to her that 
the most fascinating cutting job that could be done on the film after 
the ■latches pictures have been made is by using pictorial 
plates carrying houses in groups of 5 or 5, giving an over all 
glimpse of the plate and then narrowing down the lense to a 
particular house, then letting the picture sketch on the plate find 
itself superimposed on a fUm that had been taken of the same house, d 
something about the approaches to the pl'ce, belles in hoop skirts an 
so on. The frenuent reappearance of the plate might distract the 
audience, which would be bad, but at the same time, if properly 


But my gay little cardinal is eyeing me with a knowing lick, 
which me..ns it’s tea time and reading and probably nodding time, 
and so I fold forthwith . / 
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handled, it n 
architecture 
audience by 1 
together with 
a jewel box a 
of its firat 
on horseback 
the script fo 
were included 


greenry 

the 


and 


ight provide a plea 
and at the same tin 
nclading the salient line 
the little touches 
t Arlington to sujj 
mi-stress, the go~ts 

riding to court iss owell and so on 
r the film might be something else, and yet if the plate 
in the film, it might make the script thing worth while 


isant contrast to unending 
iff quicken the interest of 

accompany in g each sketch, 
accompanyinging the sketch on the pi 
,cst the Diamon Jlecklace murder 
flinking Jlenwood, Jefferson Davis 


ut writing 


This ought to provide Cairolyn w tli another tangent that might ca 
her off for hays, hut, by some miracle, it might open a wedge in her 
contacts with, / and therefore possibly worth while. I suppose it 

that Carolyn is Carolyn because she is C'-.rolyn md if y 
Carolyn, she w ouldn t be Carolyn any more. Bu‘ 
does seem a greo-.t pity that one so talented seldom gets to j irst bi 
■; fuse' of -11 the excellent plans gunning up her initial run. 


might be said 
-■hanged k*r j rom be in. 
it 
bee 


And, as in the last .sentence,. p iotup-e me-using baseball terminal\ 
to mike a point. "J.at in the wor.ld arc we coming to* 


whi 

is; 


■ , 

Boday's Life aam,c to pvt a haven t glanced 'at it as yet, 

'with so much pleasure I am stj,ll havin,gtmrning through last week’s 
It seemed, to me that 1 ’wanted to'- explore every, page, t^ere were so 
many interesting t winy a, --to explore e.very page with little Miss 
Lee for'she and 1 would find fascination in the sane things, 
can be 3aid of no one else. 

■ -. a - yrf.t *#0 *. V ' 

• It odd,- in a way, that, hav in g K mentioned that there is 
person'with wham J could really enjoy, —because of 'sharing t 
issue of Life, for now, in spite of the fact that f had 
it ’to k no one, I find that I, too want to mention 
to share with none other than Miss Lee the news of 

point, the sentence attached may be read and readily understood, and 
you will please tear up the sentence, I shall be appreciative. I may 
have mentioned that my mail last week end was unusually heavy. I was 
several days in getting to the one bearing the surprising ?iffws. 

Then vurioug circumstances made deciphering the letter difficult. I 
didn't suppose anyone died of pneumonia any more. I think the journey 
through life had been as happy as the .average and the final 
strech ioas in the companionship with an of 'spring of eomforting mann 
2 nd great of hc^rt. An extra candle burns in the Chapel of the Blesst 
and sharing this matter with you, I fi-nd myself completely at peace.. 


wh ich 


but one 
last wee\ 
intended ment 
that 1 should like 
a death . At this 


10 


I 


Sunday, May 16th, 1954. 


with 3Uch s 

theultimatc 


Memorandum : 

t « 

How nice to find your Tuesday letter in Saturday's post. 

And may I tell you hov) much I aporec iate your kindness in passin 
along the Varina Ilowell business of 1845. You were so prompt in your 
response to that point, I find myself holding the thought that you 
did not put yourself to great pains in doing the research 
Ample tine exists between now and the final check against 
design but I must admit it is pleasant to know that there will be nc 
need for correction in that point at least. 

s-nd may I thank you, too, for transcr ibing-the R. L. S. poem 
although there was no rush about it either. Still I shall be glad 
to sff?id the copy along to Farley to be added to our file on the elusi 
Louisiana garden which we may one day undertake. It seems to me it m 
form a striking contrast to the human concept of what vegetation rest 
might represent. t 

On Saturday morning a. had a rather odd but altogether pleasant 
contact of which there may my or may not be repercusions. 

I met J, H. in the garden with pleasant man whom J. H. introduced, 
explaining that he was Mr . Hodges’ superintendent. I never heard of 
Mr. Hodges but felt quite' correct in assuming that Mr. Hodges must be 
a tycoon of some kind or J. H. wouldn't be dragging him or the 
superintendent to see me. 

Later I learned from J, H, ^t the sunner hour that Mr. 

Hodges is some oil bar&n who has a lot of property somewhere or othe 
in Louisiana. . t 

From the superintendent whose ancestors, as he explained, had co 
Baden-Baden, had come to Melrose in hopes of contacting me for 
this somewhat curious reason j - Hometime in the p a ^t year, Mr. Hodges 
who, it seems is laying out a five thousand acre garden some SO or 30 
up the road, discovered that while his plans in some nebular fashion, 
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P*S. 

. ,A7ai/j 17th, 1 believe, is St. Pascal's Day, Sometimes he is given his full 
n&mi of St. Fiscal Baylon . This will be wonderful beca'isp. eventual ly one 
cf our musically gifted friends of color will he getting out a new song about 
St. Bail-en, and like Old U a n iver this thing will keep repeating "Bail on. 
Bail on, B a il on." 

ho^faSl 


envisioned, something that would be a J » undertaking th t would mean 
something more than to a single generation, suddenly found that he 
couldn't tell for the life of him where he was heading and was ^ 
completely bogged down in his aspir tions on a higher level and 
at a standstill on a lower, being possessed of nothing save thousands 
icres and tons of money, neither of which he had any notion about 
using to realize purposes as yet unformed or ah best half baked in hi 
mind. nd then, ‘sometime during the past month or two, some pilgrim 
passing this way, had known of the Podges perplexity and had told him 
thought he knew' one man in the world who might be - hie to extricate h 
from his befaddlement . And so the superintendent had been been sent 
get an impression, ind if it coincided with the anamonous (with y s 
report, and, if the first rumor appeared correct, to try to arrange 
j,n appointment, if I would permit said Hodges to come to see me . Tel 
the superintendent spent an hour with me when I terminated the sittin 
I had an appointment # I said Joodhye at the gate h ut the gentleman,' 
I .learned from J. II., did not enter his car but went to the store to 
his enchantment and to buy a gallon of port which he had sent to me. 
j, .7, asked him to remain for dinner but the man declined as I had sa 
had an appointment which J. II. knew was simply with the dinner table, 
didn t reveal his smartness. 

Mr. Hodges has combed &urone looking for ideas and come home emj. 
and now lecrns, no doubt to h' : s disgust, that other people associated 
him think he would have done better simply to slide down the road a j 
milesfor communion with the del rose Boudda. Lord, what a business. 
Tell, a telephone call i% to t a.dmise me when and if Hr. Hodges can a nc 
wants to make a round, and I 11 report further if anything further if 
report. 


Hand ay, Hay 17 th, 1954. 


Br. Band came to pick 
would dine with them and the h 
the Society would go to Bermud 
I were having a nip, v)ho blows 
a do~en nr oo .members of the H 
to th* camp, not letting them 
the works so wonderfully while 
she should have directly to th 
were sched”!ed for the afterno 


■ 


The week end weather has been lovely and I'm hoping it afforded 
-n opportunity to get a. glimnse of greenery near home, and no end of 
solitude if that is whit woulM suit you best at the moment . 


up at 10:30, the plan being that I 
i statical society a* the camp, after wh 
a and then come to Melrose. Is Br. Rai 
in but Ethel Holloman in pants, draggi 
odety with her. I sent them on 
in. How silly that b-g can be, gumminc 
Joe was fuming whereas if she had got 
e camp Joe would never have known pill 
on. I*could bat her. 


Memorandum 

And one cannot but wonder if, like March 17th in Manhattan, so May 
in the South may one day become a holiday In celebration of today's 
unanimous Skpreme Court decision. ^ It has been 90 years since the 
Emancipation Proclamation Sometimes it seems as thought she 
dwaddles over long between steps but .today, at long last, "the Truth 
is marching on "• 

And if truth is sometimes slow, then secretaries are even more so. 
The first one appeared two seconds before supper time with eight 
pieces of mail to be examined. Net result: —1 galloped through 
your letter a t such speed that J find myself impptient to read it 
again when, on so doing, it will almost seem like the initial pleasure 
that its presecne premised but which speed tended to be-cloud. 

> ' I W V 

But it was heartening to gather that possibly a moment oj respite 
prom foreign visitors might be just ahead, and I'm hoping you have 
made the most of that break by doing nothing for a while. 

* 

And I was enchanted with your account of your glimpse of Spring 
in the out of doors and the pleasant sensation of that particular 
seaspn and its floral manifestations seemingly to merge to points the 
close.r together. ~ i 

i ' . • 

* 7 \d may I thank you for giving me a glimpse of the news items 
you discovered in the local paper, all of which were news to me as I 
had heard nothing on a single score you mentioned, iLthough x 
had met the Heverend Mather’s sister. I Want to read that section 
again bout the nc. w company being formered in town for broadcasting. 

I didn't even catch the namc.s as they w ere rattled off, so great was the 
speed and so odd the pronunciation. I am hoping i know some of 
the people but whether I do at the moment or not, I shall eventually 
for it may be possible at some future time to make use of their f^ciliti 
to try out one thing or another through their medium. 








I 
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Tuesday, 'day 18th, 19 54. 


The psychiatric *epartme 
past 84 hours. Joe was so fu 
Historical Society 'night make 
refused to get out of bed all 
wasn t speaking hut by suppep 
and was human again. I didn 
a friend or two will be here'' 
kill him after it is all.over 
Jt's a poor trick that doesn' 
have a demonstration. 


nt was working over time during the 
rious that the Hands' request that the 
the tour had been gran-fed, that he 
day. I Sato him at breakfast aid he 
time he had emerged from his insanity 
t mention that the Governor's sister with 
vn the morrow. And that will simply 
for Joe was a class mate of the Governor 
t work both ways a^d tomorrow Joe will 


All day there has been a great racket going on between 
the big house and the African where a well driver has been putting 
down a pipe hard by the little house near the old fig trees. About 
8 50 feet of pipe was sunk today. another 1 50 feet will be driven tomo 
at which point the expert believe fresh water without excessive iron 
content may be found so that it may he attached, to the local water syst 
without going through the endless filters now serving the 1 50 or 18 5 f 
foot well • L he well is duj on speculation j - £300. if no satisfactory 
water supply is brought forth, —£2.50 per foot is the thing is success , 


And so the McCar hy thing fizzled out tn^ay, 


suppw.se the weel 


postpon.ement means an end to the thing . And the fizzle has certainly 
given the Democrats wonderful campaign material for the November electi 
1 can already hear the orators asking ; "Did or did not the Army 
under Republican command try to blackmail the Senate. Which 
republican was lying, - the President or the Senator. What ajj season of 
confusion, who said what about whom and wh \t is the Far Eastern 
foreign policy and which pot called what pot black . 

And may J thank you for letting me know about the Outer Mongolia 
situation in Forrest , ills. And I like to keen abreast with the 
progress of your patient closer to home. I think so often of the poor 
wife in all this business for, as always, it is, of course, sh.e who 
must carry the load . 

millions of things to talk about but 1 guess I had better let this 
slide,, i reckon the prints will be arriving in a day or so 
and, as always, I shall have occasion to thank you again, as do today 
making things, in sp te of local ripples, seem so smooth and worth whil 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find the wonderfully clear glossy prints of the 
Land of Uncle ‘‘■dm in this morning's post. 

May I again thank you for being so wonderfully thoughtful 
and generous. I think the clarity of the photographic work is 
really exceptional, and 1 thought of Gore's observation that the design 
itself 'is inclined to be loose __a fact which no doubt impelled .j. 

the photographer to put the subject matter in the position it o cupies.bftf 
Somehow J had always thought of the larger margin of white as being at the 
of the picture but as the Colfax riots get into the upper right hand 
corner, I gathe'r 1 have been wrong in my a ssupti on t Besides, the 
wonderful clarity of the print makes it invaluable for reproduction and 
whether the wider margin is at *top or bottom doesn't enter into the 
transfering of the likeness on to copper plates. If 

one of these prints should he used later in a TV program, it can easily 
be inserted with the larger m.argin at the top but I thought I would 
mention that as the custom followed in former prints so that, should we 
have any Hatches mansions to do, we might keep that in mind or remark 
upon it to the photographer when tf.e sketch is presented. 

- c 

I have thought of little Miss lee so often during these past evenings 
when I was reading America's Ancient Civilizations. Alng about 
Chapter 18 or 80, 1 got tp the Incas of Peru and found so matiy things of 
interest, I felt you would have enjoyed the reading as much as I # For exai 

ne's satisfaction i; 


much 


for 500 e{jrs the country apparently functioned to everyone’s satisfaction i; 
a sort of planned economy that combined an Emperor, a sort of Supreme Cour- 
and a Communist state, all rolled into one, which is paradoxical 0 n the f 
Ac cording to this book, their road system was far superior to that of the J 
Homan roads, making cox,munication both by signals and by foot runners 
unsurpas sed' ywhe re in the ancient world, since it was possible to transmi 
news the entire length of the 8 to 4 thousand mile road in.a matter of 
four hours I was interested that there was none of the Aztec or Mayan 
hum a n Sacrifice business in the Inca religion which w a s remarkably like 
that of Home in many respects with some innovations that Rome might copy t( 
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in the case of confessions t for the gentlemen confessed to the priests 

nuns. I never heard of such a thing M 


and the ladies confessed to the 
but X think the idea excellent, 


it is remark 
one reason their 
orecious stones we 
in buildings but 
it was never*expo 
in gold, silver a 
when the Spaniard 
books of the peri 
shipped to Spain, 
it appears likely 
Catholic priests, 


able that the Incas did not use money and that is 
sotrc of gold was so tremendous for gold and 

re used for decorative purposes, _ both oersonal and 

as it was accepted as tribute from various provinces, 
rted outside the kingdom so that the mass of treasure 
nd precious stones equalled that of all of Europe put 
s blew in it is recorded in the Spanish account 
od that a^out five hundred million dollars in gold was 
and this, estimate is considered conservative since 
that the Conquistadores , league with the 
reported but fractions ogthc booty they took. 


He don t know how they transported blocks of stone for miles, -- 
blocks sometimes weighing as much as 200 to 300 tons, haul them across 
rivers and up steep clifs and, then 0 lace them so neatly jii their proper\ 
places in w a lls that to this day the sharp blade of a knife cannot be 
between them. 'i'hat a remarkable civilization and to think the paniardl 
K landly moved in, I8aughteriny and pill ging, torturing and killing 
the^mperor and smashing what was probably the most remarkable social 
set up that had ever existed ow regrettable that t-e schools don't 
give a little attention to such matters and less to a heap of the tom¬ 
foolery t/.at. has so long dominated the required subject lists. 

The warm summ r "'either continues which made it pleasant for my 
afternoon pilgrims. ~nd my little trick on Joe worked to perfection, 
dfr I chanced to meet him just as hey had left. But why bother 
.boyt the nerson who fulminates against pilgrims and then turns 
around and be-moans failing to mee them. 

T found F. Roscoe's report on the after math of yesterday's 
Supreme Court's decision excellent. In Louisnaa, whatever difficult 
that will a rise will come from the hill billies, of^ course and from 
high school children of hill billies, as I see it. Two or three yec 
ago, a poll taken at L, 3. li. among the college students indicated 
that the latter favored people of any hue coming to that scncol 

P v\ + m a y* * r? i ( a ^ i a u r? 1 otinn a o a 4 h n 4 i rt n m m wn I* -4- ■** . , - ^ 
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Wednesday, May 19th, 1954. 


Memorandum: 


And so I dined at the Rand camp today, 


May Pringle and her sister passed this way at 11, saying they 
were up this way with blythe and that it was thought nice''if we might 
break bread together. I declined the proffered lift but about 
12:50, struck out across the cotton patch, it was very pleasant going, 
what with the full summer heat turned on, and it was very pleasant 
arriving, what with a brisk breeze blowing across the gallery out over 
the lcjoe • Heedless to say, the food was abundant and delicious. 


I was mildly interested in one or two things I heard. For 
example, Blythe said she was a Bricrwood ten days back and had 
asked Caroline if she might have a copy of her "Wild Flowers of 
Louisiana which her daughter, Frances Jack, had said she should so much 
like as a birthday gift ^ An<d here's where the interest comes in, -- 
what with Caroline having lived off end o?i with the lands in the years 

she was planting for the State, _ she charged Blythe fifteen dollars 

for the hook l 

• 

as Caroline has known Frances F.and Jack long before she married 
.! hitfield, Blythe thought it would he nice if Caroline wrote something 
in th* front of the book. Caroline did so: 

"To Mr. Whitfield Jack whose mother is such a lover of flowers. Carolin 
Uormon." 

\ ^ 

,lythe glanced at it and remarked that since it was for her 
daughter's birthday and not for her son-in-law, the thing didn't quite 
jibe. Ca rcline said she could fix that alright and so she simply 
inserted two words in front of the dedication, so that it finally read: 

"To Frances and Mr. Jhitfield Jack whose mother is a great lover of 
fl lowers. Caroline Mormon". 

1 t , 

And so of course that, made verything dandy and everybody got a lau 
out of it except Caroline who was too busy peketing the money to see 
anything funny about it. 


J 
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.here was another poin + about iris that dove-tailed neatly with 
a single paragraph I had read in a letter from la Storm that 1 
shall go into when 1 send the Storm letter along which may be another 
or two hence as the letter is long and I haven't had a?! opportunity to 
read it in its entirity as yet. 

And specking of letters, I enclose a couple of especial intere 
One illustrates what strange letters can be written and the other demo 
how little Hiss .Ramsey canfiddle around with ideas, nost of which are 
good and none of which are never s&t on with sufficient constantcy to 

i'he local problem from, the lone Star stats becomes increasingly 
difficult. Celeste remarked this morning that J. 11., out of a clear s 
had said that Joe ought to consult a psychiatrist. 

The apprarun.ee of the big house at the moment resembles a shamble 
Two huge ladders, to what purpose, I know not . \.re propped, up against 
the towers. A flock of blinds, —excuse me, 'Jalousies" a re scattered 
from the front gallery to the big oak. They were distributed about ye 
day when they were being cleaned in preoar tion for painting • L hey we 
left out all night and a slight'shower made them unprintable this 
morning but that didn't matter atnyw a y, since Joe spent the morning 
in town, —and the blinds and ladders Remain right where they were t — 
all over the place. /laterally, I didn t mention the mental 
manifestations to Blythe but she volonteered that she and t f e doctor 
felt a little hesitant -bout coming this way in 'dew of Joe's curious 
attitude on Sunday. 1 have cleared all my appointments and shall 

make no more until things get righted around a bit. 

£ • 

'.nd sneaking of Blythe, she,touched on the Supreme Court 
decision by Sab'ing that she didn t care about her grandsons hut 
her granddaughter would certainly never be allowed to go to school 
with niggers. I got off on to iris at that point, sensing the futility 
of w'th her on that score. 

This morning Partin Legronski or is it Agronsky's report on 
the Supreme ^'owt was wonderful. I should like to request a transcrip 
but I don t know how to spell bis name. Perhaps you do, and if so 
if you w ould Jot it down for me, I should he indebted, indicating 
today's date, - May M:y 19th. It was really a masterpiece. 

But now I must tackle the mail and then the Tender leaf in the new gla 
I'd letting the telepathy work over time during the latter session.... 
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Thursday, Hay Suth, 1954, 


Memorandum v 

i '• 

A gentleman, named Edmund Scott who is a representative of Ec 
Morrow, was in Natchitoches today, I got my information from 
he Chamber of Commerce • On next Tuesday's TV show, Hr. Morrow i 
going to do the Supreme Court thing and various people in 
Natchitoches were asked, for their opinions as to the impending 
solution of the various problems that will arise in tie 
months ahead. Hr. .Scott was brought tp Natchitoches by.some 
member of K K 11, the Columbia affiliate in Shreveport a static 
owned by the Shreveport Times and the paper dominates tfle statior. 
in much of it.s news broadcasts. As he Shreveport Times is not or 
anti P.oosevelt and Trv.rn.an and very pro McCarthy I have no 
doubt it is very anti Supreme Court at the moment. I am 
a little sorry the Morrow representative didn t fall into more 
liberal hands but perhars the reaction obtained from the 
Natchitoches interviews will fairly reflect the average 
white citizen's reaction 

I am enclosing lj. Storm'3 letter. You will like all of 
it* Her account of the Sreek Orthodox Church and its Easter 
service is splendid. I never heard of this establishment in 
the Los Angles area before. If sounds as though it might be 
superlative. 

■ 

And you will love the account of Mary Lister. That a career 
I am hoping she has had yards of print written about her for 
obviously she should have , 


In regard to the 
mention that in pnrtic 
Blythe mentioned that 
lunch with several peo 
Mary Lcmbdin and. four 
the Judges at the iris 
.firs prize to "r. Con 
the a"’ard were so nice 
had purchased a parfic 


iyis 
ular * 
she was 


award and Mr. Conger I wanted to 
going to natchez next 


9 * 

Then dining at the Rand camp yestera 


week to. have 

pie at Hiss Myra's. She said that Hiss Hyr 
other people of intrejrity, had beet i 
show She said they had awarded Q nc 
ger ~ nd that she thought the ripples foil on 
, She went on to explain that u r, 
ular strain of iris from Caroline and 


Conger 
had 
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developed it with vast care during the r>ast 
J'ew years to the po'nt that it really was lovely and that everyone 
was del ' ghted th ?t he had received the prize in the for*, of a 
s'lver how.!, I believe* Zv.t the nicest part about the whole thing 
waff this : --following the show, ,r v. 'danger, returning to his hone i 
-■readme, stopped off a* ric.rjjood, told Caroline the news a”* said 
that since the original strain had been hyherdized by her, he felt 
fair that she, should have the bowl, even though she hadn't shown 
this Particular type of, iris at the show and that th.erefore he was 
it to her. Blythe said Caroline told her that she bsolutely rafus 
to accent it but thought, it nice of Mr. Conger to make the gesture. 


,4s i v>as returning from supper tonight, I heard o. cat fight 
going on in the iris garden and discovered Celeste's Persian and 
rcndpa having >a knock-down and drag-out combat in all the 
"gray, green, greasey" slime that had been pumped into the garden by 
the well drivers the other day. 

I broke up the encounter and Grandpa cane home with me, looking 
like an ambulating gray mud pie. 

* 

I dampened him sone more which he stood for but didn't like, 
making stragiye noises at each stroke, and I didn't blame him for 
being worn out after the first hour. He still requires a lot of home 
laundry but at Least half of his ur coat in de-caked and if he 
isn't back to normal by morning, he will have another wrking over. 

In Hatchitoches the Columbia sound trucks are still taking 
mll^s of film and recordings and they will remain tomorrow night, 
a least, when some of the students are planning to have a symposium 
on the subject. That also will be recorded. By 'the time all 
this has been cut to useable size as but a portion of the half 
hour Ed. Furrow show on Tuesday night, the mountain of film should 
be considerable in the neijhborhood of the discard basket. 

1 do not expect to see the fin~l program,, as broadcast from 
Hew York but I shall be curious to learn how the individual 
comments, especially by the people of color are concerned, for 
I suppose most of those to be interviewed are people having local job 
that are controlled by white people and. e specially politicians, and 
the sneakers will be clever enough to voice what they think is w ■ cited 
gardless. 


Now v from la Storm's letter, I gather that Caroline had a change of 
mind and had worked herself into a fit of self-pity about the time she wrote 
her letter to Hollywood. Wouldn't it be terrible, if la Storm, under this 
twisted presentation, should write to Mr. Conger, denouncing him for having 
"walked off" with the trophy. 

r ' '2*111: ' 


I believe my ribbon ran cut in the midst of that paragrap h. 

1 was saying vrhat a pity it would be if la Storm, laboring under 
the cockeyed presentation of the facts by Caroline, after the latte 
had worked herself into a fit of self pity, should write to Hr, 
Conger, denouncing him. 1 should like to send. 1■ Storm an air nail 
her not to write, —in fact, 1 think I shall # The fact that she is 
to see Caroline so soon, however, makes me hope that m y two cents w 
not cause a rift, but whether, it does or not, if Blythe's story is 
correct, and -*■ have no reason +o doubt it, —for I, of course, did 
at any bime Ire the of my information on the m.itter, then it would 
be horrible if Hr, Conger should get si :pped down for what, in real 
he ought to be praised. 


I should love to tell all this to 'tobin?, but c s s 
beans on another mutter, 1 think 1 shall skip any refe 
particular pe nt ’1 though I shall advise her th t the 
Louisiana are selling at fifteen dollars a t'.row by th 


Some slip in the Legislature caused mild distress in the Presi 
chair at the college this week. The school had asked for $1, 600,00 
and the appropriation vent through for $500,000.00. % dint of much 
doings they scraped up $000,000.00 from somewhere so that the 
school came out on g300,000.00 behind their expectations.. 

~ut I must must jet to the mail now. Somethow our chu.t seemed so b 


For all T know, recordings may have been made before the town 
knew Columbia had H u taftitoches on its agenda . I had a call this m 
regarding the filming of the African House, should different 
instructions he . received from Hew York concerning the film. The 
original instructions, a s. I understand it, specified that i n South 
Carolina the rural aspects of the average attitude would be taken ; 
a t the same time a counter or juxta-position contact would be made 
with urbaJU people in an average sized town I believe the 
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broadcast has to do with personal ities end not with 
historic elements, Obviously the African House was 
a background since it is a silent piece f evidence 
a chance, the first up from, Africa could and did ma 


Memorandum 


How nice to find your elegant letter in Saturday ' s post, 

It was so kind of you .to touch-.on the r >>°rsonal matter 
the way you did, I shdL 1 go into that one of these days as one or 
vignettes might be of interest, end'Whether they are not, it is 
sometimes wonderfully soul satisfying to talk wit a kindred soul, 

• 

it is so kind of you to offer to knock out the applications for 
me, I think I shall do well to copyright all three, l have 
no one, --ridiculous as that really is, - to assit me at this bend 
of the river, Some time between now and late in June, I need to 
.know what is to go on the plate, that is to say just how the orecise 
wording is, - wherther it sould he "Copyright, 1054, by Lesta'n" 
or "Copyright by Lestan, 1954", 

I suppose these aPplications must be notarised, As both J, H, 
and Pat are in that category, they will be delighted to do it for me 
with a one, two, three that will not even interest them save to 
render me the service. 


Perhaps, in glancing Over the application, you may find 
some questions you would like me to answer, assuming we use Form 
0, which submits the plates and therebye requires less writing, I 
suppose. If there be a question such as " 

"Just what unique feature does the design embrace entitling it 
to copyrgiht", 

the. answer would be something along this line : 

1C 1 

"The unique feature is the fact that for the first time a 
pictorial rather than a written history of a segenent of several 
historical houses are being present not on paper but porcelain," 

As I understand it, tf\ese forms are not submitted until the 
plate, —although it may be'the sketch, has been completed, bearii 
the copyright notation, I think the first plate will not be 
available until July, so we shall not have to rush on that point • 
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Monday, May 


kind as to ask cheat the use of the -Hughes 
un receipt of your letter, I immediately 
sking then to give me a statement saying 
' earer of sane having the films 
y are so tnagled up in iris, they are slow ah 
is perfectly alright to go ahead with the m 
estion of douht that they will not mind. It 
ever, that if you care to, you might *eal 
, having them fqrward ’whatever you select e 
That is merely a thought and there may he reas 
’er not to, although I do not think of at y reas 


You were so 
photograph or film 
wrote the Hughes, c 
they had no objection to the b 
reproduced. Th 
Responding but it 
I know without qa < 
occurs to mg t howi 
directly with them 
you or to me. 
you should preft 
the moment. 

mid may I thank you f or mentioning your start in the .wine 
parish volume which led you to inquire about an expression, a 
cf the first water, and asking about ^its meaning, like so many 
silly esp-"fissions, it is a jumble of things which, if str ghte 
out wouldn't 'make much sense, but if ypu will rear with ^me, it 
joes something lik$ this: there is\ an old world word, 
suggesting the word in its American equivelnt of rinq, 
ing a orecious stone. In the la' 1 : 
it may be the geologists or kindri 
are divided into varying grades 0, 

"a diamond of the first wat$r" or 
a nd so on. Being in the habit of 
the first water" and an expression of the 
somehow the European word, bague go 
thus tjie last word in hussci»s found the 
first water". indicated above, t 

as we both have always enjoyed these 
of non-sense, I find myself using 


Memorandum 


we are still on the same old ribbon 


'I had in mind leaving the job at the s tore for some one to do 
but it turned out that today is Registration and the store is the loc 
polling place, add so I wait until the morrow. 

I ran out of space last night before getting around to tell 
you an hilarious twist the pilgrimage thing took on Saturday• 

p?i Tuesday, Carmen Lreaseale telephoned me, saying she had been 
dele gated to arrange a day's entertainment for a flock of women 
whose membership included Uorth Louisiana, and Ratchitophes, and she 
wondered if a Melrose tour on Saturday would be possible. I told her 
it would not. She said she understood perfectly. 

Accordingly, on Satu day morning, I was somewhat taken aback 
when a town woman telephoned .celeste .who gave her my number and 
this Mrs. Phazton demanded to know why the Helrose tour had been 
cancelled . Jell, the reason 1 had deilined the original request was 
simply to achieve a measure of peace what with both Joe and celeste 
making such strange noises aoout p.ilgrims. And although this costs 
me money, since it does not increase interest in (lane hiver plates, 
still peace is even more valuable • 


bague 

and ring su 
trade, or 
,3 s tones 
worth, as for example, 
a pearl of the second water" 
sing the expression, 8 f 

ultimate in preciousness 
t h oiled down to bag, and 

expression, "a hag of the 
i$ all very silly but 
little detours into the land 
it occasionally just for fun. 

e^for the stuff recently 
I thank you, too, for letting 
anks, too, for telling me 
cely to rounding out the ice 
at the prospect of sampling 
fathered frien s. Yucca and 


And so I told Mrs. Phaxton that she was quite mistaken, that 
'there had been no cancellation since a cancellation effects something 

elrose tour had been declined at its inc> 


al ready established and the 

And then I telephoned Carmen and asked her if the woman had gone 
CvCo/her head. She said she certainly had and that she resented it and 
that she would set the woman straight forthwith . 

' 

And then, two minutes later, Mr. Phaxton telephoned celeste, say . 
his wife felt the henry family owed her an apology. Don't that beat 
everything. 

And the killing part of it is that }'rs. Phaxton for the past couj 
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‘Tuesaay, May S5th^ 1954 


Of course by the time Celeste got the Mr, Phaxton call 
a tizzy and my vesday efforts to insure Saturday's peace 
As some one one• remarked with such profundity, -"Life is 


Memorandumt 

. . v n a ' , . ' • t - aoc y. «i 

it's curious how coincidences in life are forever exceeding tho 
in fiction. 

-V ••JUOO V-. «0 foloa ..too 94 O? a: 39S *A’«. 

Much of today was misty but the swingers of hoes stuck to 
the cotton rows, The in-coming mail was heavy and secretaries never 
up until 7 *30 and then, prob a bly t simply because there was a show 
at the honkey-tonk, 

, .... . a o/' t i '•> ■ -■ 

And so be-latedly I started reading.the mail, the first letter 
being from one Carolyn Hamsey, I had explored but a couple of 
paragraphs when, in the fading light, I responded to a knock at the 
door. Ana there was Carolyn, ■ • 

And so, what with Carolyn on the doorstep, there didn t seem 
much point in finishing her letter and so 1 shall hold it for a day 
qr so until 1 have had ax opportunity to do so, fearing she may 
h a ve touched on some point I shouldn't miss, 

,1V. . : ' o ■ - \ c .. V. '• '• : r " t- !i 1 - : V , 

As she started explaining in the letter and the continued 
, in conversation, somebody, —a director in H£0, telephoned from Cali, 
or some place, having been entranced with Carolyn's old script bout 
trapping in South Louisiana, and has decided he wants to use trie sto 
a basis for a musical film, —ax impulse which seems odd, —the musi 
part of it, . 

3*' »A3 i •>: asaM&wi ut. \>* j «*aii;av*;oo 

nd so Caroly found it advxeeabie to head out for oouth Louisian 
to 1 ook over the situation down there, locale, present settings for 
film shots, distinctive native features of the present inhabitants, 
S ne is spending the night in Hatchitoches, what with Joe henry here, 
proceeds at 6 tomorrow morning for Lafayette, /Jew Iberia and Hew On 

i*. i/jori" artJ chan 
13 no', faocprx c'^sb-cb 
Tf nVVilsfiy IfcSrt&'I 


I know you have to be horn in the south to understand 
negro. There do you have to be horn to understand the whites 


Just before meet the 
Civilizations and tonight 
re :d a chapter or two, 


1 was impressed by the information '■bout t> e Incan religion wh 
so closely appropriated the Catholic, with the Sun, --2nd, - being 
s ti rri h ol of the Christian concept of ,cod aid the inca [*nperor( the ~ 
Son oj the Cun, or Cod, One Spanish prelate studied the parallels, 
and writing a book z h out it, no i.nted out t'.-at since the two religio 
were so much, alike, iT might be well not to try up-rooting the Tnca 
concept too abruptly since it would naturally fuse with t he Chnsti 
-Aid for his pains, he was hauled before the Inquisition and got him 
burned at the sta*e 


one rather charming concept of the Incan interpretation of 
he solar system was tie fact , that the wife of mVi, the Sun, was t 
f ocn and the dark of the noon was explained as being the time of th 
onth when the Moon withdrew from human sight to giv n birth to 
star. 


oday the larger cape jess mine bushes ■ came into flower and n y 
desk and my night able are graced with imposing bouquets, needless 
to say, their perfume is marvelous and T jike it the more because 
it Somehow i n pe}ls the te.Jepa.tny department to work overtime . 


edi oner, 

-on yIjit,sv 
t J-ecI if. v ■. 

. {t 


a, ‘to'noltoeatb w(* r.tir .vioto 

iPflr.sop^Bixutt no.i:jrt,L‘ta*W . 

.. • ..... 
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I thought the opportunity a good one to acquaint her with the 
existence of tne Hegleous, what with bob being in the i V 
business nad obviously jU3t made to "talk shop" with Carolyn. it 
seemed to me both of them might get something out of a contact, aiu 
as both have some understanding of Cane biver values, 1 thougnt th 
would hit it off wonderfully . And so, before calling it a aay, I 
shall write Hob aid Pqtty a letter, talking tnem that Carolyn will 
be in the Crescent City, armed with tneir address. Carolyn will 
pass by Melrose m a ween or ten days, on her way back to Marshall 

« 

She seems to be completely sold on the idea of doing a liatche. 
film, combining actualities in that area with subject matter that 
will be touched on in the Mansions of Hatches plates, using the 
plates to elucidate the film snots of tne place, l shall write 
the script. Perhaps she will get some ideas from Bob as to market 
the film. Perhaps not. anyway, the contact ought to be mutually 
t pleasant. 


L 






Hosa'lin Asweli telephoned me this morning. She seems 
to be getting a s^ant on people as reflected.by her husband, to wi- 
everybody wno isn t for McCarthy is a bed. In the beynolda-Peglar 
scuffle, James and she, without knowing anything bout it, are ail 
on Peglar's side, and, "oddly enough, becaise Begiar has always 
been against Roosevelt and Truman and Eisenhower, none of whom Jam 
can stand. It seems such a pity that people, especially a person 
like bosalind, should fly so far off center. 


a 



i notice there is a letter from irilliam Hughes. Perhaps 1 
shall get a chance to read it before m a il time tomorrow ai d if so, 
shall 3end it along, i notice there is a page which seems to 
be outside the body of the letter, rrobabiy that is the statement 
requested. As indicated in an earlier .letter, it might be as 
convenient to ao business directly with the auynes organisation in 
this instance, but tna o .s merely a unougho. I think< they.§re the s 
type- who do not; like :t© lend their filna> based?yn something I vaguely re¬ 
call about losses they have sustained in that afield,- and we. have, allj lost, , 
things d.i\ other brackets,:: books, ate*',-ft cin understand th$ir position*.,,, rc 
uiiuc.r s hi nt, Vi v c i r p c si ji n n. 

But that hour advances in. the direction of two, and. Qbviotisly I lost „ ^ 
to-day's report on the Washington fandango. But that doesn't matter, since 
I shall easily-fall asleep' anyway... 1 1 / vij . 


Wednesday, May Rbtn, ivd 4 . 


'femorandumi 


- 

Jil 


uur spring weather continues with us although oune is just 
arouna me corner, something closely resembling April showers are the 
oraer of me aay, and wmie the cotton folks aren t liking it, 
the grower oj gourds isn t complaining at all. curing tne past 
znree or four days, several of tne vines nave crawiea up nigner man 
my neaa and the aark green of me weaves suggest a sturay system. 

\ <. * t 

mis is tne first year i recall raising gourds wnicu Dear 
wmte flowers, jor usually they produce a Dutoer-goia uiossom. 

1 suppose the white oiossoms may foretell tne advance of tne 
busnei Dasxet sized variety, j. aidnt Dotner to «or* one 
different varieties, what with ail the planting mere u,as to oe 
done ao tne time, ana so i nave one added jun of speculation oaaea 
to tne pleasure of waveniny tneir progress. 

, . \ . 4. • t ' * * Vt 

ooe went to new neans for me day wim j. a. wnicn 
brought fort a wonaerfui paae aiony this vena of the river, mey 
are expected oo return this evening hast nigno at supper, 

Joe toia me he was thinking about tawing Juanita on a vacation oo 
me uzar,KS snortiy . Plans and performances are a iways a coupie of 
different things m the travel department, so jar as Joe is con¬ 
cerned, and if me piuns ma oeriaiize , it strikes me mao Joe may nave 
a vacation duo l aouoo if ouamta wtu. oe a uie oo classify ner ouomy 
a s suth. tonignt s post comes to my attention a note from uma, reading 
J.;., . ' \ - '»_ ...w -1* W i ■■ . i cui e* ^ 

“i •m leaving Danas tomorrow and win ue m anreveport in care of 
"so-unaso , --someoody l never neard of, ——" and i am without my car, 
and nope it w.m oe convenient for you niid me Uenrys to nave me 
at Melrose". 

.i* \,.j 1 Tv v * 

Poor Ulna, --ana wna o an oaa letter. How nice if me uzart busmt 
were m operation right iiuiu...... 
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xnursaay, May 8rtn, xyp<t 


uff nana, x Snouxa imagine one wrong approach no Mexrose wuux u ue 
by way oj ahrevepom, ana aouoj.y so m view of me j act. nnu t jiina con 
never grasp one problem reveporn presen tea an Mexrose a«»a Somenow 

was never troubled oy me raucus aomgs on dieters pari,, no tt f lum j, 
now many littxe wrinKxes there are no ue smoovneu out. 


Memorandum 


xo occurs no me tnat me numeraxs x nave Deen using nne pasn 
few days may nave Deen ouv of xme cut since nne days enumeranea are 
correct, mere nasn n Deen voo much confusion, x nope• 


x nave no news Dun perfiaps nne enclosures may suppxy some enter - 
tainment, siooma's xe oner at xeast carries tne news of an outing 
on one u-uxj coast sometime m oune, -*• nave Deen impressed of xane Dy 
ner faixure no j'oxxow mrougn on points x nave noucnea on, such as 
requests for addresses of, say, xrriena Mixxer, or some such, —a forget 
ful exement wnicn wasn t ners wnen m uusmess, a suppose t is may oe 
due m part no tne jact nnan wnen m nne ojfice, sne prouaoxy fuunu 
it convenient to respond to xeoners immediatexy on reading tnem wnereas 
m ner new aomesnic existence, letter writing is Somenning nnan 
i8ii t so readixy a ccompxisned at me moment tney are received, 


oarolyn 's xctner, of course, speaKs fur ttseif Uf tne xetne 
trie ii a o potenniax, x cannot imagine anyone exse ever starting 
tfoutn Louisiana m search of cajun songs, since nnat wouxa appea 
nne snuaio‘s job ana not ners, snouxa tney aeciae on doing a pic 
tun pernaps me texepnone conversation wmn aoxxywooa toucned 
on tnat point, x.don t Know, out x ao Know x am astonisned at 
me convenience witn wnicn sne is a axe to fxy a vout from nere to 
ana up and a own. 


Duty discover tnat x am stixx pretty mucn m tneaarK as to wnat x 
stands for, 

x was aisnressed tins morning wnen, on arriving at me rust cjj 
at tne usuax time, x j.earned tne postman nad muae ms $ounas an 
uoUr a,*d a naj.j aneaa of scneauxe, x concxuae tnat yesteraay s memo 
therejors, w,xx pi oD a Dxy reacri you a day xate, x aon 1 n recaxx 
tnat it cuntamea anyming uj any moment, out never tnexess, x prefer 
maintaining an even fxoW m me aei. luqry section. 


one aid mention wnen nere nne omer evening man sne nad not nea 
directxy from,Parley ax tnougn sne nau neara freguentxy from Irma, 
ane said she couxant Degin cnapter 8, of course, until sne naa recei 
cnapter i, and pernaps chapters i ana ‘6, i reany can t imagine 
tnoae two nave m mtna doing a booK on such a pattern, remaps for o 
oj tnem it provides the ideal excuse for never writing anything, bun 
x am noping Jt'arxey may feex tne impuxse to snriKe out, unmindful of 
qnapners, fur, to my way oj tninKing, mat is tne uniy way tne tnmg 
will ever be written, 

mud oj course tne news m Rpoina s letter tnat la storm s 
companion is going to new lorK to consuxt witn publishers is amazing, 
mi an m.tne wuna wouia be to nana to aubmi t to Editors on tne Mane 
nerese business, i cannot imaging. As for Caroline Mormon s ■ L naian 


x was aexignted today wnen x aiscoverea a ca^e jessamine 
naa started from a cutting Drougnt jurvn its jiret jj.ower, x 
rattier unusuax m tnat in measurea incnes m diameter wnicn 
of thinning is ioo xarge for tms type of fxuwer, out tne ex 
it eludj.es is propo r tionute to its unusuax size and x must sa 
is pxeusant to nque it nere uj .ong siae tne oxd nuyax, nodding 
just aovoe nicnexieu ana xucca. 


And now for a 9° at me mail, witn a reward oj render ueaj m tne 
exegdnt new gx ass, ana uiten a twist of tne aiaxs for tne xatest fiasco 
tne "asnlngtoii Jdnaungu , , , , , , 
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I'fiaay, May Ho tn, lUMa 


Memora naan 


two mail matis m tins morning's post. 


now nice tu J 

ttiose uf neanesua y 


j. in eurry tiae •‘■ueaaay nignt uroaacast turned ulio to ue so nec 
o far , as 1 1 were , 


i remember uyie holaing fortn on Hue subject to oarvime once , 
ue vula ner mat it wasn.t enougn to start ojf by saying tnat 
this is a storyabout xnaians ana since Indians are perfectly wonderf 
you simply must reaa tne story • x recall now Caroline countered by 
tnat My±e was mista nen ana tnat ±na ians are perfectly wonderful ana 
tnerefore peopie ougnt to^reaaauuUt tnem, —ana naturany tne wnoie 
aiscussion came precisely to naugnt . All m ail» l snuuia 
say xrma nas quite a jou cut out for nerseif 0 n <ter jaunt uast. 


i apreciate your tnouyiitj ux.aess in man mg inquiries about 
one oroaacast ana giving me a report as oo tne difference in tne 
reaction as manijested by uortn qaroima ana vouis iana* 
it is my Understanding tnat Aucailytne "«U. nixSOn oj *,<»«# 
voiced ms approval of tne aecis ion out onao most of one 
speakers tools tne equal opportunny stana . 
oaiKed aoouo tne matter, save-uiytne, seem 
indifferently, mamjes ting scant interest , 
people wno nave been born ana rearea 
fn to it difficult to envision any ot 
mucn up-set at one prospect of trying a 
for all negroes appearing on public programs of tnia 
ana living ooutn oj tne Mason-vixon vine, tney proba 
it wise to avoid voicing any hopes away from one seg 
proposals t for tney realize fun well tnat some nill 
WoUia use tneir a basements as an excuse for aisoraer 
i suppose many of tnem feei a certain security m tn 
scnools wnicn Wtix ue lacismg for a w,.lxe at least w 
is instituted, for o Iviousiy tne nill bmy men taxit 
tneir aisiiKe of tne law by oemg disagreeable to tn 
pupus of color • x may nave remarned some montns oa 
tnere WoUia ue a period, of time, follow mg one ena o 
wnicn one people oj color wouiu nave various aisagre 
but m one long run, tnat unpxeasantness seems not t 
Pay S or oue ngntmg of tne wrong wnicn nas persi3te 
tnese years • 


plSCO} 
o tnef 

xnouS W 0 tn W.-olll 1 nUV c 
to tune tne uecision ro 
All of tnem are 
in segregation an a accoramgi 
out tney aon t seem 
taotla as 


xoaay s post urougnt a fiat pacKage, aaaressea to me, from 
Airs. vucilie dcUci, or some sacn name, of ane ”uu rieS, ntn 
l opened it and found it contained canvas, ouviousiy intended for 
Viemence, 1 naa forgotten tne Governor's sister s married name , 
certainiy is one i never neara before , 


1 suppose i nave expressed my misgivings before on tne matter 
of peopie witn excess energy, especially tye uncontrolled variety « 
i Know not if modern scnools concern tnemselves witn tvucriing on 
tms subject a if tney a on t tne ougnt to a oue ~enry is an 
example example of an engine, too powerful for tne boat at 
is aesignea to a rive, ending up m tearing tne wnoie tning to 
pieces, *fter yes terday ■ s rouna trip to new vneans by car, ne was 
going full tut eariy tnio morning ana uy iv u ciocn, ne naa So 
worn nimseif out somewnere off m tne uittie “iver area wnere 
operations were m progress tnat ne nad tv flatten out , xonignt 
ne was stm m trie fie±a, eitner worKing or fiattenea out, i Know 
not wnicn, wnen o, n m , rat, van, *uyene ana i were at supper a 
-tomorrow ne win prooaoiy remain in oeu. Ana labor, os o contmui ng 
pattern, tnat junctions uy spurts, wnne accumpiismng much as a sin 
go, comes to out meager success m trie long run , xt s tne steaay, a 
by aay continuity tnat counts, i tninK, and I am quite certain 
everyone coming m range of trie spurt artist wisne3 ne wouia nave 
s ease enougn to stop spurting» Ana now i must mane a jmai spurt a 
some mail and tnen seem now tne fanaango /ares,,,,,. 








akva 


. "vA 
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>4i t lluU'i 


t doe aec idea, apparanviy ouv of a ciear sKy, to spena tne 
week end, an nome m J-exas, e xe/v ajver dinner* i immediately 
gov m vouch wivn several people wno naa long ue praying for 
a ueirose tour, assuming vne Saturday and uunaay wouiu oe jree, 

iuv j. nud discouuvea ^nreueporv t for at o o ciock, 
vne wnoie *enn vrioe uiew tn, set on spending a weeK $ ana ortngtnd 
uina MCI mu 8 wivn tlttm, 

.4' *»4 cl* ; 14 . - '"iJ . 1 > 1 » j i> • 'J*. 

it is so curious vn av wma cannov sense now wor tineas wouiu 
be a visit on ner pan ij accompanied by such a nuouuu, 

■ i jfi., ..cul. • n »*i4 . ii* '• 1 I 

i jo Una ner looking much as usual o* a as Kma as ever, out 
as for conversation, vnere was litvle or none oj any mvere s t, 
wnat w i tit uli tne exoivem env pe rpe tuaiiy expiodmy from every guar 
ooviousiy iv s a uig week immea lately aneaa out j. snail survive, a 
i nave o triers, out i snail not i me it any oetver, nonioh is 
not at all, 

.. v.*_rvj >»4iU 41046401 0»*-4 \U l.Viw'imifc 6«4'. ; »u4 v.V | 

.a Diograpny came to uana today wnicn i snoaia ime vo 
explore a little, it is "Anarew oacuson, tne auraer ca pvam“ 
by MqrqUis oames, i minlt ° ame a hanaies dry materials wonuerjuil 

wen ana i am anxious vo see now ue nandie3 tne marriage 
business at uprinyfiela, vne momas Marsaon itreen piace in 
vne Hdtcnes country, i Know tne oia piace pretty wen ana , t 
will oe interesting vo see if oames infuses nje into tne vetting, 
out wne.. i get^roUna to reaa a uoupie of pages, i wouian't Know, 
for, even <13 of tins evening, so will ail day tomorrow and uunaay 
proD a uly ye. pretty mucn of a nuney Quny and i snail oe 
lucuy if 1 get around to vaKe a lien, at tne typewri ter, let 
aine tne reading macnmem, 

J. . « -\o . w ; ' 3“ - O Xl*. i . H I'-lOO'J 0 

i am nopiny to get caugnv up tnrougn lave oroaacas ts oj tne 
aoings m "asn tngton, oo on on vne part oj vne *meror of wnopia 
Wno was scneauied vo aaaress Davn nouses of congress, ana tne 
Mvoartny madaness wmcn, 1 suppose ran out its accus tomeu rouna 
today, needless to say, i lost vne tawara u Murrow oroadva3ts 
ana an tne rest out pernaps i snail oe a Die to eaten up w i tn 
wnavever is re-uroadcasv for tne aeiecva^ion of vne 
lave listeners, i nave noticed tnav m tins urea, tne 
ucdarvny summaries are re-broaacast as late as Kiev aitnougn 
i nauen v noticed wnicn stavions, a i tnougn i assume tnem to oe 
in vne -uif unites area, mis wouiu seem to indicate tney enjoy w 
appeal, f Often tnlnK now nice it wuUiu oe if we voUia get jU3t 
one re-uroaacas t on punaay nignts oj nviva tion to learning, 

Ana so i joia av tins point, vne na^pier oeaucse of your two 
ana contempia tiny wit n pleasure now quiet is me promise for aomy 
uyrne trtis wee it ena,,,,,. 


ounuay. May own, isua, 

• ' - 0t i 




memorandUmi 

• ■ 

cummer, it wouiu seem, nas out definitely arrived, 

. y ci f • ‘ - v X * - , ‘ j 

me lender.leuf and tne new glasses are warning over t,me, 
ana tne worn never pieasea me so mucn, Wndt Wltn tne 
source Wnence came tne ingredients to oa±a..ce oj j me tnermome ter 

a. .>.4 ' ■*- 

i suppose i nee a scarcely report tnat tne ween ena, up 
to catUraay „tgnu, was u snainuj.es, ulster se emeu a itttxe 
more insane tnan u suai, i shawl not oore you wttn cases m 
point, since one fair sample w,ij. sufjtce, Aj ter a noisey 
sapper, aitnuuyn everyone was sever, i returned to lucca to 
feea tne animals, Ulster and tne CnlxUren went across tne 
jenCe to play caraS unumma ana i sat on tnc yuj.j.uiy jor pernaps 
Hu minutes or nuj-J Cl.. nour Cna t tiny, i was interested 
ill ner impressions oj tne various pi nets site utsttiu oil ner 
Oo U mAme r lean tour, c uo we Uleien t Wewj. m to ^lo ue ounciu uejort 
omter appeared, Insist,ng uie go over wltn ner to oeicste 3 to 
play carus and listen to j.v, A i >,u saia sue coala uv el tne r a, y 
time out sue cOuian t tain wltn me very vj ten ana tnat sue 
naa unuer3toOU tnat S way ui»ter naa mvitcu ner to come u own. 

Dat Vne uen tnat vegan mounting mdae it appear useless to try 
to continue any cOnue tea t uon o.i vne up^^r guixtry, ana w o viie 
two. iwu i e s * v .ac r v s o one jci.ee a * m i, ^ ^ ctx t c * ^ aione, r e t ..j *. e c. 

t.o iiicd,' uaturaay morning av coffee, J: >ere Jel sue, i.-i'-a ; . j. 

■ > .liia, #iwf tfi*y t*t.r>t<0Vc 0 ftUb&yd &vMq fol (o 

djfferarnvung at oeieste s, *j i sver suia sue was exnau3ve c 
ana naa vo go oack vo vne oig nouse to oeu. vne triea vo gtv 
Aina vo jjo but was unsuccessj ui, ana so sue aeparvea wivn 
vne children, Uaij an nour later, sue appeared next aoor again, 
mailing a areadjul racnet because she couian' v sleep m me oig 
nouse, wivn only tne cniiaren tne re ana tnav ulna ana oeicsve 

were trying Vo mane life miserable for ner. Knowing tnis, ana 

.denying ner tne cnance to yet any. sieep, *nu So on ana so jortii c 
aruunu ana a rouna, - ana so Ulna, of course, finally went oacK, 
And uaturaay was vne same piece of non—sense on anotner key out 
jusV as enervating ana just as r ia icuioua, une jinahy gvt juriot 
because nma ana i wouian v go to one saloon ana get ner w..iskey, 
une aian t wan t to go nerseij as sue aoesn t want o, ii, tv 
Know sne artiiKs, imagine, ■ a iiu so arouna ana aruunu ana tnat was 
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tnat muon 


ween, ecu. 


out toady uas veen ever so ^j.ea sam u.»u axi/Oyemer peaceful* 
x naven t aoi.e muon man, wn at wi tn muon interrup tions , same 
oj ray own making, urymg to wedge i ,n a jew people Wi*ne 
jua is in Texan, ana receiving some peepxe raerexy uecause 
tnty were nice* vera nigdon urougnt some ur* &00 muon, iera 
being tne lady who buugnt sever ax oj *xemence 3 tilings a Wnlie 
bacK » 

X. t ' 

xne mall mcxudea a very interesting letter from mrs* 
btirimy x snail enclose it, asking tnat yuU keep it all fixe 
wnere wintin racn or, if you prefer f returning a transcript, 
pi if tnat is convenient, jvr x should xme to refer tu io s^me t*me 
^ia ter in me season* x trunk you wilx agree *rs* Stirling is ver 
S‘ generous in tier approacn to me subject of *averxy ana huts heste 
Who AaS done ne i so uaaxy* .1 think iC iiiigitt prove profitable 
to do a pxate tncpo roratmg some of tne nouses m one 
Jv* ,j> rancutoixle ne tguOo rnoua * ±*er suggestion of a tixt ms 
merit* l,wrote tier x oonaierea doing one entitled 
"Mansions m j> eiic tana" Dut i mink ner sub-ti txe gwea, - 
"jiuguboii s naypyxana" * 


x snail go into onis matter a xittle farmer, in oraer tnat 
you may nave un unuroken picture of tne concept of tne undertaking, 
even tnougn it is s tiif in a nebuxar stave* rosstbiy you win 
fina some errors in my judgement, ana if so, x snail wexoome your 
aavise, 

•> „ _ . . . t vi > . 3.V '-3-'6v • - i ,-J ■ 

w ff nana, it seems to me tne pxave, after tne manner oj 
tne "Town of watch i tocnes" ana trie tc impending ..o* x in tne 
"Mansions of uatcnea" series, mignt carry tne cartoucne slap m tne 
center, reaamg "Mansions xn rehciana - Auaubon s "aappyiana" 


x shall write ner a tentative xetter, leaving aetaiio 
open for a wu txe • xt seems to me, in view oj ner numerous 
connections m ot* trancisvilie, it m*gnt oe a goo a 
storke of business to give ner tne excxusive rignts for 
nanaxiny sucn a pxate if a satisfac tory percentage can be wornea 
to our mutuax advantage on axl plates sue mignt dispose of Wnoies* 

tO snops or private Homes tnat mignt want to nanaxe tne i uem 

in tne nexicians -tne percentage mignt be baxanced off against 
snipping cnargeS mat woUxa oe mine, were x to carry on the 

easiness with naxf a aozen a ifferent .peopxe m *ue same area, sin i 

an entire smpment can travel airectiy uy *asi freight 
airectiy to Mrs* Stirling* imat ao you tninn* x snail ao 
the, Oakley sketci* as x pxease for two reasons, first oecause 
x want oo uo i o tnat way a<»a seoondly, if i submitted tne Sketcn 
to tne iark commissioner prior ta manufacture, a aoxen people 
*n tne neignooruoou mignt get tne taea ana rusn it tnrougn 
before i nad put tne tmng on tne market, if me Oanxey shop 
wants to carry tne item, purcnasmg tnroUgn Mrs, utirxing, mat 
will u,e fine, and ij tne s nop u oewn t want to, tnere will oe 
otner sujfioi&nt outlets, bu.i some Iking telxs uie tne snop may ask 
for u». 


v ne same area, sim 


xne dominant space at tne top, —or at tne botoom, mignt 
be vreenwooa, wnicn is tne largest nouse we Snail nave to nanaie* 
i trunk it wise to mciuae Afton vina ana vakxey, ana from tnere 
on, —a na not more tnan tnree couia oe mcluaea, woUiu. ue pernaps 
u.i gnxana, —interesting but not impressive, nosedown, possibly, pnmar 
because it is so. wen known, and e.mtner uaveriy or xhe cottage* 
ineoottage x nad m mijiu was miss houtse s, but pernaps insteaa oj 
Aoseaown, l mignt put in tne c-onraa romt cottage wnicn to 
aotner big nouse and pernaps mignt be as popular as Miss Louise s 
cottage wmch is more aex ictous but not to imposing • 

\>M -i •' V> > . V - X ■■ r' ■ 

x a on t know about hots hester s *aveny, ine house is axngnt 
but wnetner sue wouxa give tne pxate good notices or not, x aon t know 
due couian t nurt saxes mucn, —oecause oj tne hester-utirlmy tut, 
but + if sne felt like it, and sue is erratic, sue prouabxy couia 
pusn saxes m ner xec lures • x nave always aaimrea lo is* rerto a# 

Like most people Wno knew mm, x was very fonu of ner nusbuna*. 

As you know, wntxe pxates a ana o of tne natciies series 
will carry ate cartvucnes at tne top, pxate no* l will nave its in 
tne center* mis wouia uring tne uatcnez no, i (seun-pubi to nouses, 
into pictorial arrangement w itn one feiictana item, ana me saxe oj 
tne one migfit induce tne sale of xne otner • xvsntuaxiy tnat of course 
may bring up tne matter of Mrs* &tirung being accorded tne exclusive 
rignps for tne k/dtcnez tmng m xenciana • but tnat is 
sometning tnat wilx not^come up for consideration for some time 
jpxiuwmg one release of tne *enciana one* 

A further tnouytit relative to tne Matcnez - Feliciana items 
nas to do witi* a pnase of puoxicity that mignt oe nelpfui • kvery 
year both tne ua tones c-araen ciub ana tne bigirimage cxuo senu 
out announcements of tne Maron doings m tne oxuff *ity to „nousanas 
of peopxe, ~members of tne Rational c-aruen Qxub and to people 
wno nave visitea tne pilgrimage m uiie past, for tnere are many repeat . 
m tne pilgrimage easiness, mese are precisely tne peopxe wno wuUiu 


. -i ■' 


mum iioui x 
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moso xixexy vo oe mveresvea m our mercnauaise• uitnouv 
giving vne matter inucu onouynv, iv serines me I miyno naue 
vnarj.es uunnmgnam priiit a shew of paper about, one size 
of a vmru of vms page, So iv wouxa easily yo .moo an enoexope, ana 
because of ivs lightness of weignv, couxa ue avvacnea vo 
vne ouv~gomg pampnxets of Dovn uavenez ciuos xnis..couxa easily 

be pffecoea for one JJaocnez uaraen exuo onrougn Mrs • Moore ana 
others, and onrougn miss Myra ana oilers, x omnn it oouia De 
aCcompl isnea -onrougn Vne ooner CXUO . me onltlg_ woUxa ue 
done on a basis vnav wouia ue udvanvageous oo one uxuds, since 
i a poroiun of the- postage wouia oe ussumeu oy uu t axtnougn a 
very snaxx amount am ce every soxd plate oj vne respec oiue 
exuu. woux^. oe a premane no reminae r to one owner and one owner 8 
friena.8 vnav vtiere is suen a vmng as vne Mansions of uavenez • 

X[ie COSo oj\ prlnolny abuUo onree onousanO oj suen Sxips 
wouia oe u buuo pZv*, *naries tells me, ana wouxa a carry 
a xitceness pf one of one pxaves, —vne duo e nexus mg vne sxip ueiiiy 
repre3envea in one ixxus ora oo on, ana a notaoipn reyarainy one 
onree in one -»u ocnez series, ana pernaps some reference oo one 
Jiejic lana numuer 9 wi on one name oj vne 3pon3ormy oxuu ana Lesvan's 
name and aaaress, so vne povenviax or prospecoiue purchaser couxu 
purenase , through eitner source of supply • 

n 'lO £4v‘0 b'OOV . JL’ .. V»4*,4 aci-j «XV. V % J*lti *1':4 SK-.'J frw 

mere are one or owo . nuraxes m onis laea buo none of Vriem 
tnav coUxpn v oe easixy surmounvea or siae-soeppeo^ 

' “3 « • k. • J 4 V . ■ 

tuouia all onis souna reasonaioe or wacny or oo on oo you • 

Mnen vne f-ane ^iver series was orougno ouo ana one Picayune 
pubx icixy carried, iv far afiela m one wuxf coaxes ^rea, i was 
uopmg somebody wouia picn up one laea for ooner regions ana 
follow slu e. £uv nODouy seems oo nave done So, onus j ar xeavmy 
one jleia open to as. i couxa ue in error, duo x firmxy uexieoe 
tnao one or vne ooner of vne uavenez Mansions numoers wixx 
enjoy a proxonyed saxe ana as from <&ou,uuu oo ttuu,uvu peopxe 
matte vne naocnez round3 yearly, ana prooabxy a livvxe more vnan 
naxf vis iv one or one ovner of vne j> exiciana snrines, one 
3axes might oe expecoea vo ue spread over a prolonyea periua • 
tinav wivn one imoiax mvestmenv covering four pxaves av a smgxe 
time Oeing net\Vy, pernaps IV wouxa oe wexx oo give no onouyno 
Unoix next year regarding vne prints u sups for uauereisuty, 
wnicn onen couxu oerve as a. shoe in one arm for a produco a heady 
esudDxishea m ohe Louis idna - Mississippi in yr/cees. 

- ' V . ( -J V . : • 0 i li . ;■ v. 

x oey your forgiveness.for ohis enaxess aiavriue ouo i uia uano 
you oo oe acquai nvea wi oil wnao migno oe cooking, ei ther onis xave 
sumner or earxy autumn, at xeast m part . Ana may your 
Lecoraoion Day oe sioeee...... 


Monuay, May ou.so, x&oet* 


Memorannums 


Lyme 


x nave oeen siotmy oy uo, '•igym s oUnoam, —omnnong uf 


'xnc sny, moonxess 'ana vlouuiess, is more of a gray onan a uxue 
wnao with one myna a stars uinixe one uauuuo neage os exectroc 
Wion fire jxies, x nave oeen paroicuxarljy aellynoea oy a clusoer 

°J J * * ** jLles, cOny i . ga <-eli / Oun iiUj i ij'l, j. r so > ..i 

w y i p c" - * i ci , . i, , ■<, 

“ v ’ • ' ’ - V - - ■ ' t w. . J 

• • x u 6 l J U V 

- * ■ . u t - 1 - . -i V a 


l .. OO - 


L. lx • 




o » . O 
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3 .i H 
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d, u 

u . ^ -j > i 
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Monday, May 31, 1954. 


Memorandum: 


I have been sitting by St.Giggin’s Foundation,-- 
thinking of Iyme. 

The sky, moonless and cloudless, is more of a gray than 
a blue, what with the myriad stars while the bamboo hedge is electric 
with fire flies. I have been particularly delighted by a cluster 
of fire flies, congregated around a huge grandiflora blossom 
tree by the chapel. The concentration of their light has been so 
intense as to give a wonderful glow to the snowy whiteness of the 
blossom. It is all very pretty and altoghether thrilling to put 
the same on TV telepathy wave length, beamed toward Lyme. 

Today, as a national Memorial Day, left one a little 
confused. June 3rd is a state holiday, known as the Confederate 
Memmorial Day in Louisiana. And so Federal services in Louisiana 
suspended operations today,- no mail deliveries, etc., but the 
banks functioned as usual,- as did the plantations, but some 
stores functioned and some didn't. The same situation will repeat 
itself again on Thursday, I supposd, only the shoe will be on the 
other foot. 

Eugene went to Bayou Natchez and picked up the Melrose 
mail. The enclosed card came to hand, revealing, I gather, that 
Farley is to accompany Irma and la Storm. I found the time 
schedule on the carda little bit vague. As they will stop off 
at Marshall with Carolyn on their way, I have asked her to drop 
me a card, letting me know when they reach Marshall, but knowing 
Carolyn as we do, we may really be surprised if she does. When 
here tieh other day, she remarked that she was as much in the dark 
as I as to when to look for the travelers and as they are to be 
her guests for a day or two, if not longer, she is bound to be 
twice as interested as I. In view of the chance that they might 
already be en route, I assume that Carolyn herself might be ex¬ 
pected to be returning from South Louisiana any hour and perhaps, 
andperhaps not, she will drop off here momentarily on her way home. 

I should like to see her for a moment to learn if sh^ras success¬ 
ful in contacting the Segleaus and how they made it in pursuit 
of their common enthusiasms. I think therex is a basis there for 
a friendship that would be of mutual advantage, and I am happy 
if they hit it off to their joint satisfaction. 

Last Friday around nocrn, and thank Heaven, well before 
the Wenk contingent arrived, some people from Shreveport passed 
this way whom I liked very much. They are the James E. Smitherman's 
of Shreveport, old citizens of that place, I belies, as I think 
I have heard Robina say that it was Mr.Smitherman who presided 
over the first bringing in of oil in that Kgion. 

This was their initial visit to Melrose and they 
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were entranced, asking if they might come hack. They were heading 
toward Alexandria and Baton Rouge for some scholastic activities 
in which they are probably doubly interested this year as they 
are presenting a library building to the Louisiana College and 
are devoting much time to collecting books andmanuscripts on early 
Louisiana for the Library*! 

They fell in love at first glance with the Cane River 
series and asked if they might have a set to take with them. It 
was amusing to sense the distress of their liveried^chauffeur who 
obviously had to keep this fine 
impedimenta. 

Mrs. Smitherman will be nne of the people on a limited 
list I am making of a list of people this autumn who will be given 
a pre-varnishing peep at the Natchez plates, for I envision the 
possibility that a few people in that category may find that the 
three plates will provide a solution to some of their Christmas 
shopping problems, and for those who have liked the Cane River 
series as gift items, perhaps the Natchez plates, being a subject 
of wider appeal, may get off at a brisk Btart which will be very 
nice in making possible the Mansions in Feliciana item for pilgrim¬ 
age trade• 

The thermometer was in the 90*s today and is now in the 
*80(s and the good old ice bucket is working splendidly and so will 
the Tenderleaf shortly..... 


orseless carriage iree oi suen 




1 



\ I 


-ueauuy, oime j.uo 9 mvq <*• 


v> U . 
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iem.o ranaum: 

• '-blo 4<1 , . • v A. -V. • ’ v . - , v J d 

j. xauynea ao one saxuoaoion on Ory's vara m uOo,ay s poso» 
x sUspeco sue nuts as uayue a nooion Uo oo is lie spexxmy oj 
proper names as uo ± ouo sue voaj.an 0 resists navmy a j j. niy 
ao one wora , savhawoyea$ or some suvn jor sue nas never oompxe oexy rkvoo 
j rom ner surprise wnen oexxmy me a jew weens oacn of now usonuerj'ux 
a j- » uroauvuso from one American museum oj navurax msoory was wnen 
io preseuvea one PeWiS ana oarxn soXpeai oion ana nou) inoeresolny one 
naa jouna one vareer of one xnaian woman wno acvompaniea one par oy t j oT 
at one momenO sue soumuxea jor one name , x vnanveU oo revaXx io t ana 
weno axony airxy as onouyn to were as jamtxtur oo eoeryoouyas, ouy t 
JiUno oemmiU' uence ner saxuvamon t —as jar as one vouxa mane rt, 

. i i ... j. o Xis o *s ee \ s. ^ -.’e o <. o ' < . . a . X J o o \ ov •* 

xne summer wea oner continues ana x xme t o, oo aoes one xynaer 
heaj m one new yxusses* Aitu x xme ooo • 

• > i- VA J ■ ■ •>' 

j-nao xaay oj voxor j rum some pxuve on a ansas, ——ununo’oa s auno t 
vUme oo see me 00aay% “ion ner eUme ner uauynoei u..u one ooynson 
uhtxnren, --one Wuuu Curve r ana ms siSoeP» ~ne aauynoei t pci naps 
bo, n u.u ncoer vnunueu oo See vape jessamine eXVcpo onose ortymaoiny 
m JXoiists Sloops t ana Sue neat ly xp»feu wi On envnanomeno usiien x 
uanucu her one uouyuev onao was graemy ot. ruin s ax ou # • 

An a as one x& o iuc»a, x was oreaoea oo a siyno x naan o w iVnesse a ec jure 
jor one Muay i emwea ner nUo ana pxavea io over one vape jessamine 
oo oney a toUxun'v fte ejfevoeu uy one airevo rays oj one oa<» # 

^ .ti i ,.J — — ... -i O. J • *. •» VA • « * * * 

ooe appeared an ofeunjus o f ainner ana Snppa t oUo oa ia no on my 
exoepo ^ooamornmy • ne is saia oo naoe exnaus oea mmsexj m oeour my 
aooUo one Jiexns one nUy xuso ween . x yuess one jauno moo exas 
ooei one u seen, ena mus o naoe j-mii.sne CL mrn ojj as ne speno mo so oj one aUy 
m o cu. xj ne naa onXy i emalnea ao nonte 9 one Jxuooenlny 0U0 pi ovess 
Vouxa naoe oecn u one So BqUaxXy ejjevoiOexy WlonoUo one sooner of one 

/'uUU / % 1 

jy : ’ Oil o ^ ..it- ... ?>vJ 

"t ¥¥JLg -*• yt¥ kllti uj b O p J. LUUUJLU v tllLdr/i Hi MIL itCUl**uy iru&o vfj'ici 

x . i. '.v t -> * > t-* v » . . c. \;0 -o • - v j o. o; 

* • - » xD 
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i-Y.t 


on t a .mo rn i ny , x ui .socoeiea oitao oi te i t Uuon nuu i/eeit wnen 

X youi enuexOye Unix ou x asitea one cxcrn, oo joo u uWn 

one /a t II t> avrkpo wnicit you will ituve Ituttceu ana pe maps B/untitfceu about 
Oejore onls memo c OmcS oo nuna* 


x aw. 
eitner oj 

jm. ans i 0..3 
* n 

x- c j. it. una 


i'xOn ou u kuna 
til 

J> el to tana • 


wunueriny tj you naoe any iH/i/neswS iCOolowll to reaaiHg 
one owo J Oxxowtnp vtoj.es l 


oT 


*ite jirso x x»neu oecuuSe to a ay ye So cd tuav xinc J rout one otuiv>- 
'xu jjjy x- a one/' 3 House one re ui e many mansions, xj to we i e no v so, -*• 

yO i/i/ y i ejJUi e a pxaCo onao UMtere x Om* . one re 


woUxa naoe ooXa uuUf 

„ H 

"tat/ i/ c uc uj.su, 

— 4 J 

“Omenow mansions tn m e x * o' * ana " soMeitotu sugyesood an uppiuuon oo 
xtnu t men, as u»u yOu, x nootoea til mi s, ootrxmg s xeooer site sUyyesoed 
rxUnOUoiun momeS til V eX toiana . X a«» Opposea oo aStnp one Ulo i u nollle.S" 
l a On o mtila ttStity aImpxy T'j.a.-oa otonS tit Jfextctana , cVSil oiloUpn 
.one uP oWO oj olte pxaCcs tnoto wtlx aptooU, on o lie yxUoe, --tj e Dei aOne, 

uj t j.j. no o ue precisely plan oa otons , axonoagit til e aon ms ounces, a s 
a o naoerxy one nouSe was once a pxanoaotoit awcxxmj* 


x j.U n OU b t 0 n S i n~ J‘e X to tanQ, 

t • ' « 


- — nUaUlJUn S nUy pyxand t 


or 


mansions lit JiexlUtUnU, ——X 1 UUU Don 3 naypyxUnu" » 

- • *•; , 
Jj one oj oitese sotms »o sOru*ne yoU as oj more appeUx onUn one o or 

X Sltawl ue ylau tj you wtxx remain Uyoll to • Jr SUyyoSe ixUiH/Ui/tc/iia mtyn 

Ue USoa oeouuse Olte War a mansions" Wtlx ue used tn olte -»u oun€U oS/IBOj 

Oitu one wo i a , x xQ ouvtoit, mt ^n o ne^xp oo unucixtnc a Sxtyito atJJeienuu 

as ueotiJeen one oUJo Sel'tcS u in ton ale, tj inaae ay, Wtxl Oo flxui mm^x 

axt ne % t 

Out itoW x mas o yeo oo worn U o one mU t x as t a ne x t e UI it. .o 
lUco a ne e y a•’ eye oil me Lhloix XeitUei meUJ otmettttt 


• yj-y 
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neanesaay, oune Una, xso-±» 


memo ranauiri : 

' Oo A. ' 0 ... v> - < . j. ■« ' . A- 

now nice, --onriCe ntcep oo j t nu your oai/urauy ana ~unaay 
leooer, yx as Olte matXtny l .uue, tn On t S murlltny S poSoo 

: ~~ t ' io '■ • • ~ ~ 

wo yues wiOitoUCi sayt'ny onao a.i» enora..uea WtOn eoerytntny ana 
Irltah X OUxl-aOWn Oless tity J loin on ntyit JOf''yoUT nOUtlloy til Ox X OntS 
uaS iltcSS • 

xo is so you a oo nilol/u you Were aOxe oO J tila such a aeltotoas 
Syoo tn olte Open J or your reaatny Ana onanits Iliacn jor ytutny me all 
aOCOUno Oj one a OlnyS tn n'nne S Voun, a 0 SoUltaS So much 1 * He yuOpxe 

we hnowo nasn o one name a surprise % - suppose you w.xi mane a maryt 

no oe tn your copy oj one j ac o oitUo one auonor was joi years u correSyO 
Wtlrh Mrs* uenry oj MexruSe • 

x a»i aei t yuvea oo nauc one jxorax spray you e nclosea , - a oropny j 
your oUolnj, &ut of/ naita, x seem Ho ue unaDxe' oo taenotjy to* 
xne snaps of one xeaj ana tne jaaea j rayrance ana one oeioure oj 
one stem suyyesos one syrtnga, --a uush wt oh a wntoe jxoWei wton 
w.itcn x a«i sure you are aoyuai noca* ^nis uush wnton grows auou xU je 
ntyit tit i nits ne t yhourituuu, nas a wntoe jxoWcT wtoh jour or j t ue pc oUwS 
DxoomS auouo oux t p otline* 

■tne aeltcaoy of one j oWeV oj yoar oropny, noweuer, suyycSoS vite 
noneySUoHle i ontCn, as yoU KUoW, tS a utne a «*a oj one oni ee cart o*eS 
growing nere tiaoe more rto oanyuxnP xc aUes aiiu are spacea juroner aparo 
x shaix ue encha..vea oo meep your oropny oo compare to ui on uoner 
spec tmens coming oo nan a, so jui as llte xeaoes are cOncernea, jor 
x assume one jl Lowering Wouxa ue ftitisnea oy now aown oms way • 

Ana may x sap now noble you are oo nauc simpiifiea a..u maae congr 
xne regui remen os for line copyrigno «* xomurrow x shaxi run on rough 
cite 3 oaoemeiivS again ana l eourn oitem 00 youi 0Ut ' eoerytntny Secmea 
m peijeci uraer* xo was so onoaynojux of you oo inatcaoe uy 
sue oun oi%e copyrigno jurm ana m aue oime, x can aoxach i o oO a levoer 
ou noun xx axi jor Onetr gutaance as Oney naoe never naa allyonulg copyrt 
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uacaraixy, Wc wane cO 
juSo as simple an jjuso.ui«• - 

one o’ opy r cyn c my Oj a uoVk ana 
Sluuiu' ucUi a 3 i HQle lie jLe • 
same ciae, tue u ijj creave 


keep c vei y oniny a Oouc onc copyi iyn c 
yauiicr die re *3 an angioyy uecWven 
Cue piaoe* xne oo e k ill WUcc oviume* 
xne places m carets uncos, ajso uear ml 
VOluute3“ Veiny cllalcatea uy cue pi eseiic< 


oue symOox uj an u..ccque lamp on tne jerst, 2 caencccai asitique xuu t i; 
Ou cue secona, chree iditps oil cue oh cm 

ahuUla ciiiiiK cue S.nyle cede WoUlx oVei cue aC/'leS | u lie 
cnq[Ucry auoUt.it ^ rOm tue eopyriyut ojj ice meynt yet Wua c Seems oU 
Simple quice involved, <Jl a chac x shoUxu, like cO aOo lue xu j Uo u , 3 
x uo not waut cO use aijj ernty auu-ci cies, x shouxd ramcr siikpiy u 
die oxd "contriveu" uusiness Cuavi co y6e cnee a Suarx» mien x nad 
dee “old Hacuuez ocrapooun coxUme copyrcynted, ——ana cna c covered 
enaiess cuiuiiiee , oj course, x merely Sene one or cW„ Issues of one 
same uaoe, alony Wicntne cwo uucnS, ana, presco, cue cerccjioace u<| 
sail my uack cn a jijjy* 

Xne oUxy Snay x j oTeSee cU cue pl’eSeiic ciccny cS dee possiullil , 
oj aoiiie conjus.di arc silly Wueiip ajeer place x of cue mansions of -»a 
is Copyrcyn cea, places it o 9 2 a..d o t may Ofcp up some ueanui deco unlit 
W..0 jaixS Co no'ue Cue gn clg ue l amps s ymuui cU .■uy cue a.jyerent 
items cn tue eei ie3m 

i/0 you chink *0 usoUia ue oeCOei cO COpy i cyicc JuSc cue J l rst Ou. 
Wnlch WoUiu eSCaOxcSn rcyncs Ce cue cUea, a..a cneil merely employ cut 
WoTup "concriue u" On places 2 O.u O* xne CopyriyUC on it o 9 l t WeUid 
thus COuer cue WnOle senes since x woulall c oe xmexy co ar a y 
mysexf in co courc oecause x uaa usea die sa...e idea on nos* 2 yia '6, 
ye c x cOUxa proceec myseij ayamso ay copycny of cuec* cnroUyn cue 
uxunite o ojf coiox bopyriuiic of cue fuse piaco 9 

i 

x snaxl ponder on cues coniync ana tulle., upon it ayai n tomorrow 

i shaxl return cue quesclonal ru yell so mnaiy j iixe a cn cencadvexy 

x 

Ana t now t cn rej ere nee p ce die eon cents of die mo. Imy *Uuo p act 
Cexx yoll no us u excyncea 1 a... Co nave cue aau. c ionax Snee cS coVeriny 
our yin jrien u« * rankiy t i nad exi.austsu c ui my Supply, save die t 
x a ... y o iny ce iieea an extra' one or cWe j^r cue c..hiys oaroiy.i end x 
tain. aOoUC aOlUjp AS jor cue C/CJJel LoUi prentp X Cnillk ct cS as 
Wunuerjux aS Che palnccuy SOmeOoay aid m 1**0 of a pxaln AmerieU.. , 
f oxdea hi repose 9 x j'mu cue picture i..riiliny t --c..e fiu..eu>ein oj 
Dra.CIleS - s> ..... '• - -• .. - . 


• /I 

l oiu c c uj Out i l Uc t y •• c juicytOU$t^ Q.*u Oi*c i-Ll t . 


Ultt p yioiuQ Olto £>uCLJ.6 Wistum n toe ft (Jo Oie(J 1U U i HU I’oLL-J-y 

Q yCLit 0 t> u * Hi c<j> ui lU/iy iv o j u / oi c c ol ^^ p 0 \j <■ • 


1 'ry : ;c 


> 


i 


^ . 

g'vi 







/.linen of Viiiceu e.ituces oj America 

uace oj release jor saici - novemoer xst t i&bic 
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xnursuay p o ane cll Up X^el^cm 


memo ranaum : 

Xt a So nice ngVlny your oUnaay letter In coaay S posep ana X naoe 
i.o ecu Ok ci.c cop oj cues ahee c cue cuj. parcccUiars neeaea co compiece 
cue jilicily out oj cue cupyrtgne uppi ccatidl, xnere .8 ilo ihiaaxe name, 
ana x pac ..oVelliuer ISC Isb^ aousnli as piOUQLJlc nice UlCUOUcn 


Well oe uSea * SlAce Cl.e pxUceS W.lx 
ut usnell tue beSc m u meilc 


pe maps October ioc f itso^p mi yn c as 

be avanuuxe uy yucll an — x shai nave co j cyure ou __ 

appears to rexease tue items 9 x.oTe on cicis police jaTcner aui.j 

x u)w. c i/O say j.rscp i.oweuei'p low nice co usas co nave such a mce 
exchange oj cucas cola x cuanit y on as aiwuys, jor cue *uj ormaccon you 
sene axony on So mu'.y c n ce re s ui ny* sub j ec cs p 

. \ • / • .. .. u 

-• qjii So yxaa co unoW ione re ucctxe Alny nous jciias nemsexj t ana x shi 
menccoll sOule pXUcoS Wt.cch ice oaync co qescu while cncie Wnell ileXc x u)r c 

t.uCi may 99999c n te ri'up c l on p aS X cane a 3qainc ac cues sheet, W,.cc n 
StrilieS flj,e cj;8 lookcny miyucy ja CU 19 My Icuoons yo c cUnyxea ap au 
cue xaSc onunye ana x chunk ci.cs one .8 a sllbstlcuce oj some aL:u, x si 
S peUk ‘ co die poise rs on cue mo i i oo co see cj a cere 8 an eXcra one Oj ait, 
proper vunecy on nan u» , 

1 dP* .naebyea co yoU Jor cexxcny me uf cue ueancS if oxa XoaXmey 
ucgeluW On a -i nne o xiure juocorm cakp ——uooi. items ueiny news c\s me 9 v 3 
SO oda a m.ss die vie on. nySp ■f cnaeca, cue y are eoer men d Onea uy cue si 
Uioaacas c my die pi oyrumS x yet x .snouxa i.aoe dioaync one aeacn u f 
Anne o ..ai'e Sic cO run Ck miync well nave meric ed menccon on some pi'oy ram 
such as ud • mUr row s oue x am nc,i near it ( 

» 

now well x rememuer one S cmiulaciuy conoe rsa c k>»o in cue 
new xork xlmes reaainy room or luuny^ usnaceoer ic Was styx„ a t ——tnUo 
CumjorCaOlep reScjul pxace oil die secOna jxvor luokmy aoW.. oil cue rue u 
ra*x wnell as j o cunaefily Happen CU f requenciy v .uriny one w.,.cc r t y 
tiiree people wvUla oe presehc, ..n..e u uarc nxmer -gVis etc., ana^ 
usual a pr cvixeye ic was co liscen co * ~e my cXpieSse a by p^Opie 

such as cue IS -<-cc u i ill* ck dllo h a u co ojjer. . or x ciioU y..c sno 

Spoi.e Wien one same XaClaicy us. On. USnCCn Sue usi/otc ocmeml 0 tile 

seemea mu,Cn less nariy—uuixy o Jeer one n au xlsteneu. oo net' yo mco a eUu 
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ct') ± & ui u sjsjiitc uo f re ujikuu t* 

ercau uuo j. dent if u (\,yUi wiutfs ao yUu may iicep o,u 
i0 hi. no u S xe If I/O /•, „aau.»kcr oUi Olyn u/ua i uiintny 

a x nau uiri ui/ffi, iififiii Site uufjinif <.ko x ay oil 

I ntxp o olte ittUuc 41 / Unu Uy uj he f no oil 0 X 1 <i»yUy ..4 
UJui. ,1 rc uO out. i * Que 8 c e n noon 

ati if xx xoSo 4 .. c nc uUyt/U COUntiy * u -4 t >«*0 uyit atnco 
..txxifU ana x rma t,. Mdrainxxx ano fitly , poin aye 
iia inuejintoa auollo i eosM/nty oitejn U8 oney uoout 
3 * t/iic u/iii. oc as auryfto cu ua ./ 0 ^ Farx^y a 
pyeUi Ui.Gv • - y aoitef x illua if oe Unnauaxxy 

uu t.t, 3 y o r JoU) ^eopXo x nnoui act.ni oo oe eOnoCince. 

gucaok o. uo .»o i. t /3 • fcfnapa oonef peoyxc u.ail «, 

miXiiig^Up vile uti o>ty peop xc Qilu pc I .tu^a Vncy ixfe 

yeia o nu t o u c a foumy t n oo c uc,. u i • -»• nUuc 

y y iyj u7* y ¥ i*y USJ I ¥ CL I/O S yill^ CL w/tv U V U )U O I o -• *u* ¥ u ¥ c o 
1»0LU„ UVG • ¥ ¥i*Oe,*&e * I* ujfto Uytky UuouG uy 

Ufj-O lt&£JO sjLyUl'CLU ’t/IL LL o j. msaS u «*CJu/o 0U< / 


«CiiUy (.(il uUl/t 


■ -de-dx u O O 0 U avuCiOUu mi^Ujiy i, OOA | UJlnis^i* 
y fitly UUy tlx l/ltl/ l*yi. UCjx If *» 4 vci J/ i.l'4 vltK pl'C 


mnU ulte i utUi t/cxvUa o,ay , 

me an a li to j uo I. fitly it if ua a 

3 -iiiifie r xGJcxt. 


oO c 0 it it t itx*G On oiio o V ow 

.. u»ull a yet. t/t. yeaoeiuay 


lly , — u>u.. t. 

0 ac r Wii ion 


• - 11 a i. oj j i .. a)(i,. ittiU ou if li Chin y oil J oT me ni t oil illy in a ileW 

a t aco ue r ic a ao one uasc oj nop s pj/ro«uu. * ufen one o teaxxy, 

Oi tix o yoll atluUxd nixot feme muc feu tiidt Jtnyxc, o c y «lin » . 4 ^ ; 


yypotun 
OfUa j xuu 


xi..u ty.-o aa.. uouuo one aecfeo it itii • « . . . . 


^ uecu acUfCcxy oexx yoll x aho.Xo, icx .ah e oe f y u)uV u 

o.i units ia octsu out limy, u<jcn j lot ifi.oaioano, pu^eo in oi 4c a 

UfMiu U if 1.1to in . me it u .t lx 0 it o a o cm tto ,«.tx u 3 Ctfl y Olie o o u a O l a it 

a>iu onefejofe p, ay yoll oo itoxu. one ... aatde t .f you chan 
anu f ij ifi.e^y ut eUooCLcncu oo a pefiiianeni i'eeOi » ,<4 y-u, a 
y xi . 0 j pc 1 n Up a On e y o an uc i w. file a oO a 1 1 i Ox e lx He f in o 
UppofOlhttoy j of yo 1 ihj ifnIOUtyii One in mixy ut mine .J u.»tx UJn 
C ojltc a 00 tspclltx u. xitoxc oj 1 nef OUCUOtoll l.e fe f JoV x nnoUJ 
Uc giau 00 Xenix me a iiunu, m one uiUfuOeTt x neUfu oOWe on 
uiaco’Jei\y t — a jcW aeoouua out of a yenefux neuia ofoauci 
x utua e 1 4 o rein u c u 1 . • 


.41443 ixj uc 1 noun t one item feouyucftUn ..itiitaoei in oou/n canto 00 ace . 

x on 1 nh n t a name tS .. txx «^...a a..u oitixu nc ,.1x1X0 J 1 om aonto pxxoo ... -‘ex'Ua 
C uUlU olio, o nOfXj ulUy uCoUJioen xc I'm uuU tX.tu- *xC 4 . Oat i«o Itflw pOfCoC.. u. 
uTilo.. of ’efiion 0X0 noted ana U cUi UfioCn uy o • — • uemy io..tch 1 too, oocn 
(j UheoHt nc ifixtU V, It t O xe,y nU u. L» 6 ei 4 ok In,leo U u. o * o» n , auto, no out, 

Q Oo 14 o to u o allppe 1 ond x o,a K , u .ta u/l t.ty | U...OI uf t on ul x one o one 1 nc n 1 y 8 
Uoyo pfeaei it* • 


feUtZoUxe oexepnoneu 00 1x811 tj x atoUXo, icoCtoc ptx 1 1 nh. 1 ~ne 
ft o UC nC yu.ol oyi » AI 4 L 4 o V cue t/Ll_ He U u x l o ox o t to lie oU iU yeu/8 
ei mol 1 tuye oO ^e o i ye acovc/ f xioio anotci n uo uecn til xoVc 
Sj ufoone, • one oUtu, JO! one f urtCl t» U yoUi oT 0 Ulo u,ya j one Oy 

f O I.du ifCCll nixXoO lit U, . U u> O 0".O it . X e Of To. n 3 o me Uf! 4 C G e .11 o, 

I.e lijit uo flto od t X no uc I neUi U OJ ulhjo elite o U1U xt o 1 a . S 

U.14U oit e eOUiioiy in ue,.xxj oj one oQ,,txey oni me* x muc o riuop 




o t f yuU utvuoj^i ft j Q,uy ^ jl ¥ Lit 

1 * t* J 3 ¥ ft uo 1 60 ^ u 0 <j • 


allC ¥ It X¥XJ U ¥ t¥XJ/ 3 X v 

Tonuacf of one «uu»uu.. juxtum 


Aitu t)Xe 88 you, 1 .oo, Jot rejeirtny oo one rreSoOo boon,, -oon^ueSo 
vf fet Ut x ISnuUxu e Ve f 80 lilupn xtne 00 naUe onUO tnCxUueU On one xitui'U 
oj o unyi eaa X1S0, --pefnapa acveixix otinea in aiicceeomy xtaoa* 
x auppoae ffeaoOoo deaxH mualtxy Wton one ocatfuCVtun oj one xnCa<* ciUtx, 
oton, uUo pe fnapa no ixo He I' 1 ucu. muon oj i.iu tuejutio no yU o 00 ytUnly 


Uo oihQL J.JL OJ I ¥ wt AJloiU/U i u* a i¥ ¥ i*Ci o 

J \jj.j.sjW ¥ tty caouj.u . cju uy otto 

-t. u m-x 9 o uiMto » »re U Ul/,* 


• •¥'J IU w f uOft* '«y ut¥U> u WffcCa 

„Uf, w W I 4 t> C 4 rib XUUOw C/ • • ^l*C ^Ja-KMUO X 

S, 0 iwwv Mft* • 3 ¥ U • r O U | 

my up u px-. optfofountoy pi tol' 00 UCOobo. 

upftX toU o i On 9 ei iyinuxxy — uOU .ItaUyit. 

j uS o uej o 1 c p 1 - x y 1 ..tu-,c u 1 li., , xt no U. t 111 eJ. I ne 

v 6 ft UU IM u Ct Ct of t^iot 1 M <J v ul¥tf u¥ O & - - Ittfcj U ¥ SJ I * W l¥s* ml* ¥ 

v/ U“2 I wU-wUOv • M/ «< U. • i* wXU ¥ t¥ y SJ**S* SJ I U¥%J t S* ¥ vV,»«U %f u 1 

yj. t ¥HLCL fJuUj. o u ¥ u y • j. om>U> J- w < w • * ¥ o w 


iJjtUoe ..u • 2 # A>iy Ou,±y 9 U,J j SJ 

Usj f U U Ul¥i UUyl¥ %*I¥C uOfJyi ¥j 
SJJ / CJ. v lio I-I^ u 1*6 sj I llisj I s* 

UUUJLU Ut i CJ.^Ud¥t¥sx sjtku SJ , 


'J ¥j U ¥ UC Hit 1,a ¥ yi* U l/*C 

+ GUUi(JLty 9 j-usjxJ % j SJ 


uSJ HiU,,* 6 SJiMJ. o I U ¥ Cf K/U %J& ¥ UJ.CX 
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Qt uj urfcc uuoi(lyc& kjJ ofLuHc »• U !'T b b JL e i” ui'uOi* c/o • 

« xi • U O C U IIL& Olb U O tilu ft* i ily v J -*• U/u t£x — O IL C • y C l <.1 Ovi/(w iv • ^ « A • 

peep xe k/i. a J.u u Cj .eck i>uUi • -*/te drrtued ut- u<»w» »o Wi, 

I'eddned l iluOCij X Wd8 daVOitt Slicu, —U/iCl j. UOa 1/ kneoj Wny x S»uUiu i.awe 

(y 0 o o 0 OUi 0 X y i* . o it ell x y. t i t ut u j one p . X y f .HI a p . o w CL a add f‘x y d . itltd I' 

X . He , Unix a v> one I'e Wc I'd ou ed oOe iildny peOpxe do if I If is uuitl'u) dnd 

as -a rulynwaa prentice. jor o.ntdp we a.mpxy edouo * u eed dad /a.. 
t/i.iuU'ji. sellerUJ. uitti.gs hmrtedxy uttjui e ane iteuueu uui. j oV 
Mdi'andxx. ~ne adux .a ;u> -rxcduts ant; nUu reed toed a icHef j Vein 
xim,d) adytng ondo o..e anu xtd<.o n.xx.e xeuXd be ••• -^u., di.txx x u . one i 
.■ r tdCLy i)i DdifUiUfdy dnd i>du v oney euuiuii o rentdm one uiccn. as oi.cy »uu 
Hoped da xd ij Ou I'm nd u SO ue ~ ltd I’xe a ou it on one aabii, tunc aide 

J'dl'Xey 3 ndiiie ,u/USi» >/ »:ci> » i> Ui.Su dnd a<j ne i One I ej uo i.Jlyw .j Ond 
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oy' MdireSe dnd nan us»eu »,/ oney ui.y..u pdaa onto mdy . a. is r* sc 
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Sunday, June 6th, 1 9%h» 


Memorandum J 

• — 

My t , . r pewriter having played out, —or the ribbon thereof, I am 
grabbing this momentary opportunity to knock off a ferr lines and as J. H. 
promises to get me a fresh ribbon on the ijorrcw, things will undoubtedly 
be back again in full order by Monday or uesday. X f a half should transpire 
in the flow of memos, you will accordingly understand, as between now 
and Tuesday, 

It was grand having your letter in Saturday s post, —that of Tuesday, 

I had an opportunity to run through it hurriedly “and am looking foward to 
reding it again with greater leisure later today, 

o 

aturday’s post was fairly heavy and 1 read only a portion of the in¬ 
coming letters, I shall enclose one or two, i he one from M r . Snitherman 
pleases me because it indicates genuine please, apparantly, in the little 
go-round he and Mrs. S, experienced in passing this way, I shall 
never get to visit them but it was kind of them to invite me. It is 
my understanding that it was he who brought in the Ini tial oil fields 
in the Shreveport area and his wealth , I am glad to learn, is being 
expended in the building of libraries and so on instead of the conventional 
sponsoring of racing stables and the like, 

• 

^aturally the letter from Mrs. Sterirling is distrubing, You raenioned 
your admiration for her. You voiced my sentiemtnts precisely, ..er 
line about being heavy of heart is airarming, in that it is so vague. 
Obviously it canonot be about her husband, as she mentions him in the 
letter, but I assume it may be about her mother who has been ailing for 
months, or, —and the mind is likely to e c xceed all limits, it 
may be something about her daughter, I think it is so much better 
for one to indicate a point when remarking about a depressed state of 
mind, 

. 

It was s© kind of you to report on what you found and did not find 
regardin g the copyright on china, 'he items you saw in G orham’s 
are probably in the same copyright category and I assume the date on 
the copyright is not required. 
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Monday, June 7th, 2964, 


^s this note is being penned in the office and as there are lots 
of things and people sailing in and out, you -will understand it If 
it seems unusually incoherent and sketchy and if I suddenly break off un¬ 
ceremoniously. , 

W 

Last night I got around to read a few pages from the ard M^gehouse opus 
a nd found it good. ^ am glad to say that the historical no el, esieee" 
also came to hand, and I shall probably get around to sample it sometime 
later in the -week* 

And I assume the -week will be a busy one, what with s everal things 
I have no ny agenda, including the advent of Irma, Parley and la torm. 

By the way, -was I wrong in reading on the recent card from la ^torm that 
Farley was also to mak e the journey. Carolyn remarked the other day that 
in her letter from Irma which must have,been written about the same 
time or perhaps a little after la Storm s card to me had been posted, 

„nd nothing was said about arley in the Irma letter. Perhaps ny 
secretary mis-re ad the thing. e that as it may, if la Storm plans to 
re a ch Couth Carolina by the 10th, and is in -ferhslall this ^eek end and 
envisions stopping at^Briarwood, she certainly will have to do some fast 
stepping to make the ooper by the 10th. -Lt is possible, of course, 
that she merely plans pausing for an hour at riarwood, which I hope 
m,^ be the case, continuing thte dame day to Natchitoches where 
tney will spend, the night, coming down here for the evening, which 
would be ever so pleasant. 

Sometime between now and midnight, the Shreveport family members here 
present will have headed back for home with the idea of returning here 
a little later to spend two or more months prior to the opening of the 
autumn semestre. bet us hope they may change those plans, too, 
since peace is much more likely to opbtain where they are not. 

• 

^he weather remains wonderfully sunny and cool, -a curious copmbination 
for June in jI Louisiana. ut it isn t too cool for things to grow, —and 
I must say the gourds are doing wonderfully. 

So many other points I should like to touch on but I fear 
the passing throng makes such points better left unsaid until within 
a day or so, the privacy of ny boudoir again obtains for more 
uninterrunted conversation...... 


Memorandum* 

We continue in something of a hurlu burlu an ,,,r „. 
oorreeponb.no, go... ~uud A /oeenAcL.r'iLtiVgVfor. 

rtb/ouf’nT/Vl V 9,t ° oor ' 

. no so I mate this memo on carbon and shall mn.k» 

out on onuelop. ut the of fie, Ju»t before T/.tinaf/ 

*?* reaarbeb upon by someone tine before / Ahere' e 

iTSSrHSa- 

familiar uair» hn+ « _i eaci, 1 assumed I would hear a 

ionte'/'toT'phZU’,7-VZ IZ/&C *° “ - 

tuue remained until tomorrow had I not tolh him. ±hn-t 
d TnigUtl 0tiU9 9Ueata f° r * u PP* r » guests who would r emain 

‘ • y w . . . . * 

lon/eToutl 

prior lo C Zfy%%?2Y/i/*Z o oT.WAiT^ 

*» Ue UortAuluiurol ..Uioi ofo% £«’«*“***<* 

oouree 1 vo. glob t/.at I bob .oibTo totbe.irlifr „oU. 
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Tuesday, fune 8th $ 1954 


and delighted tuat the California contingent did uot put 
in an appearance• It ie rug understanding that la Stomr has 
to ha in South Caroline by the 10th, leading me to believe 
that if she reaches here on the morrow, her visit can be but 
brief. 

We usually sup at this season of the year at 
5:45 but Xelma s clocktopped and she didn't reach the 
Mitciten until nearly 6, so that supper showed up 
at 7, and as San henry was pretty high and getting 
higher, 1 was thankful we didn't have-to wait until 


lie mo random t 

t 

It s late and warn and I’m sleepy, so Just brace 
yourself against a dull memo, or skip it completely and 
you will have missed nothing, 

** V 

The Storm contingent didn't show up and so I have 

’9 then on the morrow or the next day 


the anticipation of see in 
or wheu ever. 

But the telephone began ringing early tnis morning 
and I responded negatively to all requests for the day^s 
would-be appointments. 

v» .. .. • . . * * 

ut then about 8 o ' olocck wheu I was Jumping 
around lkkan ambuLa ting Mexican beau, the telephone rang 
again and I was su prised to hear a voice sayt 

■ • William Hughes. Melon oi*4 I are in Matchitoches 

a nd would into spend the day with you,* 

Having no idea when la Storm might blow in, I welcomed 
a day witnm the Hughes family with something less than 
enthu iasm,. In their last letter, if I recall, they 
mentioned going to Lake Charles on Monday getting book 
here sometime lute in the week till, it seems their Lake 
Charles trip was canceled and so they simply came here 
instead. 

They are easy to entertain and very kind, but 
the thermometer was high and they stay so long, Luring 
day light hours they took quite a few pictures, and 
I provided myself with a ten miuu-te interlude by having 
Celeste ask them across the fence to view the 10 or a dozen 
rugs they were taking to Mrs, Stirling, But during 
that interim, I could find no secretary and so the morning 


Carmen telephoned me today, saying that Mrs, Coombs 
had had to spend the week nd in bed with a blood something 
or other at 60, which seems to be quite low, a ut as 
she has a» excellent docotor and recuperates speedily, she 
will probably be back in the 3Wim by Tuesday, Carmen 
also 3 aid that Mrs, Hood had received a telephonedxc call 
on Sunday morning at 1 »5G, calling her to Kansas where 
her mother is sinking rapidly from cancer and where her 
bother is suffering from the same affliction *11 this 
of course makes the - bsence of a typewriter tiboon seem 
pretty insignificant, 

I finished the sard Morehouse, "fust Hie Other Lay,. 

Lid I mention that he read the first page, I likd the 
book, I was interested that he didn t mention Irene Puroelle 9 
the last starof .8tage-~I knew him to court, I was 
a little puzzled by his reference to Peggy Hood as a 
tremendous eater. I have dined mt the talbe which she 
has graced many a time at £77 Park Avenue and I never noticed 
that She had utty particular apetite. One thing she had 
was intellect and tiierefore was quite unlike the Irene 
Purcelle type that in one insianoe at least, Hard seemed 
to like, I smiled to myself as he accounted for the wiiirlwind 
week end he gave his Georgia fiancee 0Q her pre-nuptial 
visit to Hew York __a round of several night clubs and 
a Jaunt up to Westport the following day for c all on some 
friends whose guests were intoxioated m Might clubs and 
druuken »estport parties would be the last two-things I 
could imagine stirring up under suoh circumstances, but 
every man to his taste, 

Tnere 's a lovely moon and a billion fireflies, 
and I must do something about then before foloding, what 
with Or ndpa, ttie reading aohine and the Tender Leaf u waiting 
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vedneadag, oune 9 th, 1954m 


with a letter from little Mia a Lea aita alap on top of 
8 or 10 other piecea on a shelf in my arnoir. 

It toas moonlight, of course and we sat on the gallery 
until nearly 11 when they headed, out for Alexandria, 
none of ua having had any supper, d though they had 
had liberal draughts of coffee during the prolonged euening 
sittingm -* hey .were very nice about bringing some 
pictures in small sine for me, —fron those taken during 
their former visits • I was glad to see the photographs 
they are planning to use in the Album they mentioned in 
a recent letter, 1‘,he Albums, <*-a series, is to be entitled 

"done Are Vie days mm mm" 

■ ■■ ■ * . .... 

which, although negative in nature, seems a good title, 
although 1 doubt if the thing will ever dell at the 
price they mention • They plan no text and while the collection 
would suit people lik you and me, it would not appeal 
to the average publio, I think, at such a price, 

They were going from here to Mrs, Stirling 'a, and 
I am wondering what they are heading into, in view of the 
depressed note in her last note, Their arrival several 
days in advance of their schedule may or may not be a happy 
surprise to her, I am wondering if people don’t mind 
such surprises as much as I, I have struggled to is ep 
my calendar free daring the past couple of days in anticipa¬ 
tion of the Storm advent, but with Herr Jeannard yesterday 
the Hughes today, —I felt a constant unco>hfortableness, always 
wondering when the expected would arrive to mingle with 
the unexpected and how I would get rid of the one aet with 
grace in order to clear decks for the other with whom I ~~ 
uhould like to disouas a few things more or less alonem 

ir ; V ... w * • V J - '■ - “ 

Veil, so runs out the day and now I am gling to hunt 
myself a snadishand a glass of cold milk which I shall 
convert, thanks to a birthday gift, into a chocolate milk, 
gratefh to God for the giver and the momentary communion 
telepathy will provide before It fan to my downy couch,,,,. 




V 


• *. 

ii %' 


> % 


w • \* .. . J ■ * ' 

L . ■ t ' 


\ t 


% V' 

•w «»• 


Memorandum: 

^ kt.^4 • 

How nioe to have your Triday letter and how noble of you 
to have muds the Stirling transcription so speedily and returned 

same for my file, > 

*• * . . . . ?• ' - 

You ask about the ribbon, The ones you sent were 
perfect, The first one t through inexperienced hands 


perfect, Tiie first one . througn inexperten cea nanas, got 
hopelessly entangled, Tiie second one simply got worn out. 

While waiting for *• H, to get me a iiew ribbon in town, I 
tried the present one which obviously is not for a Royal, 
as this machine taka the standard ribbon, I have long 
wondered why the-entire typewriter industry doesn t make 
up its mind to use a standard ribbon, even as the 
eleotrioal industry does in ths mattsr, say, of 
standard sockets, I’‘Certainly owe you, first of all, 
and then quite a few other people, my sincerest apologies 
for all the headachee 1 muat have ; 
stirred up in the past week. 

The card from Tort Worth in today’s post is helpful 
but as it fails to indicate which night and day are to be 
spent with la Ramsey, I am still a little in 9? 

the dark as to when to leek for the writer, 

1 certainly hope you didn’t loud yourself down with too muc 
week end outside labor, for what with business, domestio and 
eooial demands, not to mention odds aud ends requests by Lestan, 
I feel euer so strongly you ought to grab a breather whenever 
euoh is within t/ie realm of possibility whioh doeen t seem 
very frequent, 


o .i 


4 ... 


j i 


You asked about a local Raeein de Latone but as yet there 
is none, Knowing there ie a gaget that can be operated by 
electricity which, when placed in a bowl or some euoh, i4*u*t 
a jet or a spray of water, I inquirteabout this from Lora who 
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reporta the details from a house in Oklahoma City • I had 
in mind inserting this gaget in St • Oiggin’s Fountain so 
the Saint could have a constant stream playing on him these 
warm nights when Grandpa, La Fontaine, Mosart or which ever 
and I might be graoing tiie gallery • Lut it appears this 
electrical thing isn t practicable /or the iron sugar pot, —too 
excellent a chanoe for short oirauite and so on and so I 
shall eventually get Mr, Puny to run a pipe from the end of 
the gallery near the Chapel to the pot and then everything 
will be as simple as pie without the contraption that 
might electrify somebody, which might be embarrassing if some 
buxom lady chanced to lean against the fouuatin 1 s rim, as they 
forever are, so a shock of some magnitude in suoh a delicate 
place might be devastating to any unsusoeoting plady » 

/ j . . • < ■ • *- • 0 o • ' • • • * 

. You ask about the ouvoome of the well, At 485 feet it 
brought forth the same water with heavy iron content as 
trie 100 foot well and so the new one was abandon, the pipe simpl\ 
left in the ground, You may be interested to learn, too, 
that.at long last Outer has brought down d 1 her ohildren from 
the attic, —one black kitten, three gray ones. One gray one 
is quite tiny, afraid of nothing and is eating food madly 
with hi a mama while the three larger ohildren are still 
nursing and pay ho attention to any food souroe save that they 
knew from the day of birth, » 1 think I ahull keep the block one 
and the little gray one, the former looking just like his 
mama, the latter just like Grandpa in small editions, 

-J w ... '. . > '» 

I seem to have quite a staok of things to read, —just 
in case aa opportunity should arise• because of your interest 
in the Selenkovolume, -"Desires", F think I shall son pie 
it first, As a matter of fact, there s a pretty moon 
and my old friend, the mocking bird in the white crepe myrtle, 
might respond to such a selection with some enthusiasm, too, 
and if I get my mail out of the way tn time before the late re¬ 
broadcast of the Washington fandango begins, 1 might haue 
a go at the book, and withal fortified by a round of 
Tender Leaf in the lovely new glass, and my thoughts will 
be traveling in the direction of Lyme,,,,,, 

•\ -i i .. 
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Thursday, June lQth, 2954. 


•- 'i 


ag 


Memorandum: .» ob nSW- 

DeliahUd 1 is the word best describing mu feelings in reading 
your 9 elegant letter of the 6th tn today s post, 

t± ii mo thouahtful of you to give me some idea as to your 

rir. »£ suss: nfi'xs: i? ^ 

it f? /eO^sss ofthe F^e of time in, between, and thus June 
m ill $ forever be a* special to me as it it to Hiss Lee, as men one 

in her letters 4 n “ • - 

I don't mind saying, I havs given much thought to the 

j Vj,^ r", fMol' j wb both would agree that such a rsunton would 
JS2 iwZv “o «from U, local oca* ami 
the longed for oontaot ca» be relished coaplfl^ely without J*?j{ >>- 
Jarring 9 notes, when peace is guaranteed and when the most may 
obtained beoauss of the abeenow of any mental alloy• 

Relations between Joe and me are most, cordial but his c ^ io ^ 
mental twists call for considerable patienoe on my part now deaths, 
when, for example, his impulse at cutting financial ooruers, impells 
him to emove handles from the faucets in the gardens so that 

tender new Chinese magnolias which will dis without water, camot 
tender new Chinese nothing to all suoh manifestations, 

SVVrtgW. *. Jj «■ 

seriously that Joe should consult a psychiatrist, 1 hear 

no more talk about building a houses I do hear toalk^about 
nninn into business' in some town, Manny, 40 miles away$ 

hope, nnd as his wife will teach in Texas for Mother 3 years, 
±LinnM will shape up and shake down so that a 
pleasant interlude might-really be realised, and to that t oug 
i shall keep my mind set regardless, 

• « uU 0 u • i - • v it u vW « / \ - i * 


^ * ml ' 4. W i %J - \jZ 

•f'♦ — fs • _.*• 

W | « \J O'. VJ 

• v , • • • « 4 m <’• ic. *4 *, • V t 

*■' *• t w Xbb t. a L# V* * w 


U •• * * * •» ■» **% U y 

*•* l -iw 4 V li «i JO ^ * *. 

' O . * \l 6 4 * Kj *_ ^ V •' a 

% * v % fc r « 4 * u •/» > 

4 Li,«i 1 
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Friday, June 11th, 1954, 


*r> ' 'J\^ 


- V 

Memorandumi j \ 

- • > j., . O.i. ■ 

And so the ladiss arrived in Uatchitoches last night 
and, after telephoning this morning, got dovn to Yucca at 
lllZQ, I had told the alert that I would not be at 
dinner, planning, as I did, that I would dine with the ladies 
in town, But 15 minutes after they had arrived, Joe tapped 
at my door, inviting tlie ladies to dine with us all at tlie 
big house, There was some wan whom I did not know, Joe, 
the olerk, the ladies and I, and it was all veryy pleasant, 

j u 1 i v *j * C » ' ■ * 11« i, ’ r.w r i \ ’ 

‘ Back at Yucca, our chat was interrupts d at 2 i3G by a 
telephone call, It was J, M, out of MatoiiitooliSS, S<xt ing 
he was taking Payuie'e widow to the hospital in Alexandria for 
a cnees on a high tenperature she is running, Me said he 
had called to say he hoped tlie ladies would remain for 
supper and to spend the night, Me said there would be • ■ 

nobody for supper but the noon set-up anyway and he hoped they 
would be comfortable in the big house for the night, 

The ladies appreciated his thoughtfulness, a« did I, but 
they thought they had better mosey along as they were \ 
running so far behind schedule and thought they had better . 
pass by rlarwood, and so they left about ZiZO, / • f 

. i It turned out thatJ,M, h»d .been mietutu a bout 
nobody be mg at supper, Ban and Pat appeared and Dan was 
drunk and did quite an act about getting rid of tlie 
library, etc,, etc, I was glad the ladies had decided to 
beep as dose to their sohedule as possible and so were able 
to avoid the unplasantuess. of supper, It is the unpredictable " 
mental conditions of Dau and Sister that tend to blot out 
pleasure for everyone so that, in spite of Joe’s and J, B,'s 
kindness and .cordiality toward personal friends, suggestions 
as noted in yesterday’s memo are mentioned, I suppose every¬ 
body has experienced barbs on the domestic hearth which 
for a time, at least, seems to make any manifestation of 
hospitality better left unmade , as use fortify ourselves with tin 
hope that eventually the barbs may be eliminated, / 

* / \ 

J \ 


A 



Of course I shall honor your confidence regarding the fourth 
seat for Teahouse of the*ugust Moon, May I tell you in equal 
confidence that a few days ago, about the time your letter arrived. 
Celeste was saying how provoked she was with herself for not 
having asked you to get four seate so that you might be her 9™** 
which would deliaht her eo much, lour surprise, therefore will 


expression of oonfidenos in ths 
venture, * w r *m* a a n’t do it this season but perhap 
This reduction hangron several 'points and either way 


And may I thaik youjor your 
Feliciana venture- 1 T « 

I Shall, latum reuh«»»*v» *»»**vt. *»» -»»»• ~~ - - - - ~~— ~ —- 

it turns willsatisfy «4 completelyf It is to kind of you f to 
offer your assistai.ee as. well as your encoutagiment, aid I m glad 
you thought the ideas as set forth both for Felicianaaid /or the 
advertisment of . the Matches items, Uy hsxi big hurdle in that 
direction is to get Just the right released for the merchandise 
in Hatches, I am working on that now and I am sure that will 
unfold nicely ,. Everything seems so much more invigorating. Just 
having a letter like yours of Sunday,,.^ * \ t 

I read & little from "Desires" last night I find it exaelh 
I am wo-Bering if ai y of the reviewers caughtoAc error which scar 
seems possible for one who nyst have done so much research as the 
author did on the book,, The puthor speaks specijicially of but 
one treasure from ths Italian plunder sett by Bonaparte to France 
in 1797, —Mourn Lisa m Oddly enough, this was one outtanding 
treasure he didiit send. For in the 2500 f « # when Leonardo accept 
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But to return to the ladies seemed just 

fine in spite of the 96 decree thermometer and us Yucca 
was fairly cool, we really had a fine chat* 

They said the Mary buster efforts in behalf of the part, 
had been wonderfully successful* Both la Storm, and 
Irma had been doubly pleased because of the grace 
a nd efj icienoy on ihe part of. Mary Luster s staff but 
also because Mary Luster herself had obviously been 
so pleased when they presented her with the ^randpsrs 
and the African Mouse plates which she had immediately 
taken toshow to friends, of color living in the city* 

- .• i t*'" * •' t ■ • . i • ■ ■w 1 W 4**0 

I was delighted at table when la fftorm mentioned that 
she had .given, a symposium oh. aspects pf Southern literary 
masterpieces of today before a, California group when* 
in mentioning Liba, one of the ladies present had 
blandly finished out a Pipes' poem from which she had 
quoted a couple offlines as an. illustration of some 
point or■ other* u, » . 

• t j 

'. l '»- * - w - • - O v 4 •> V j lv ■’ 

he yarding the supreme Court decision, la Storm 
said she thought it was going to be difficult for the 
colored oi^Hdren* She »atd she had visited some 
schools of each race in South. Carolina, and the smells and 
destruction evident> income of ihe white schools were 
in sharp oontrast to the cleanliness and order in the 
colored schools* - j- 

• J — ‘l o'/. ' i * V. 4 O ‘ J 4K * * vl ‘, «l v J 

The Iodise recalled that I had referred to 
a pro ject that hud been -interesting me of lute and \ 

I thought tne opportunity ou excellent one to lay the 
whole Hatches undertaking, before, .them* They found 
it much to their liking and bath said they would liks 
to make use of the merchandise for Christmas gifts* 

... <> « » *» • C.> J « ' i 

■ . When the ladies arrived, I had. Alt them by the big 

? ot* On entering Yucca, la Storm asked if she might 
save Irma and me for a moment as she wanted to commune 
for a moment at the shrine of the Blessed Martin which v 
seems to mean much to her• I suppose the ladies spent 
the balance of the day at Br.iarwood and on the morrow pill 
be heading straight towards South Carolina* They were 
driving the Bluff .Plantation station wagon and Irma 
will return to Bollywood by at £• So runs out the day 
-aud now X reach for a glass of Tender Leaf •••• 


Sunday $ June 15th, 1954* 


• t 


vf v *. GO v u *V 0^ 

am »*u n>s\ i v«iajju ^«ibor, \o 

4^iv 1 j avi i t» 1 .. .oo t>u A.. v ■ s*. u 

* Memorandumi .a.,, *.«. 1 asoqq b i nu v-vt / 

i ■ ,' ’ '^<1 >. cc.'tooi. 4 ao*'no*.4 a iii. *\Ubl no,.. ll - a.: 

A hot, sultry week sud* --aud exceedingly quiet* 

uiic 


I have. Assn not: mors than -ajaouple fif people and have dons 


ba': .3- 

Siirt $ 

it! ,i\0 


little about writing letters, ~f for obviom reasons, or 
mmtmathsr for a single reason, —a msohanioaX one whioh will 
be eliminated within an day or .so, praisss...bsm $. :. t. 

' ol i ■ .i I.WT TO \ Mix BiiiC. Wi U Vv,tli i.wOD 

There wan a letter from Mrs*. Stirling which. J shall 
enclose » X found myself reissued ta.know that t**r rsosut 
a r nn um.a aceaMioved bu her mother's health 


ted % i)b ■ 

Jwo So \_,0 ^' 

• VJTotloO 


note of depression was occasioned My her Motor's Jisnlth aud 
not by some wi^/ortuu* which I imagined might^have be- 
u,’- - fallen her daughter* Zic v bstuw x 

•<C‘. •;! 0 , , • . -.4 ...i Li . ... V J 4 

lad < 4 # , t it kind of her. tn be so interested in 
Feliciana projects * should like to try my J&nd at doing 

a plate* —"Lost Plantations of Feliciana"$ but that will 
i come suer so much later* .-i It. would seem a wise course to 
follow by suoh a rote as this 4 give the Mato hen and 
Felioiana items now in preparation an opportunity 
1S q;j, to show what productive power, they posnsns* * After that has 

r be determined* and assuming that sne or another of them 

would bting forth sufficient money to require in-ooms tax paymsnts t 
o .. then invest'Sane .of that .capital in allied subjects, suoh 

as the *Lost Plantations*, there bye enabling History to find 
uo itself .possessed of a pictorial record net obtainable on purely 

soouomio lines but alto get her possible if balanced off against 
i. .the losses the in-come tax rules ipermit* J fear I an 

ovji moving mighty close, to the formula employed by the. 




millionaires who maintain racing stables,to avoid the payment 

- a _L_i. -T Ji. \ J V.< ..mV M 


of in-ooms taxes 


* i 

J l 




SUM 


v .. 


V* S’ 


__ but J try to sxoiuss myself by saying that 

while racing stables don't last forever,* the historio plate eerieo 
will linger longas a n instrument of instruction and, pleasant 
memory of the olden.days when new.generations put in their 
appearance • Besides, I. have never been, one who objects to 
paying income taxes, whether in dollars or plates, for J have 
hsard.it Said en excellent authority...that the one thing 
worse than having .ts.-pay them is , having uo.. income to pay on* 


qo 
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# ^ ' '' A. > • .. 

I am glad to say 1 got an opportunity to do a bit 
of reading last night* 1 find the a Desirse" presentation of 
tne Napoleonic pagent as comprehensive and palatable as anything 
I can remember I suppose I an about half through the volume, 
up to about 1807 • The aathorhas incorporated the likely 
• pictures which makes--it. easy to unde rat and. how Napoleon's 

weakness for his family contributed heavily to hisdownfall* It 
is t»*e old, old stoty of a person wonderfully gifted in being 
^ a ble to surround himself with efficient administrators, falls 
flat on his faoe by being blind to the incompetence of 
members of Ms immediate family *i- The one. Viing that St* Simon 
cowld never forgive Louis I1V for wa« because Quatorse selected 
his administrators not from "the mobility or ti*e royal family but 
■ insisted onnaning them from whatever social rank in which he 
■ Ji chanced to~find them* If Napoleon had only been so lucky at 

to have had no brothers and sisters, Furope night have found 
itself a united entity j n 181B'instead of the hodge-podge 
which it has remained uu il new, to a onvulse civileation 
with its ware and rumors of ware It nay seen- a bit far fetched, but 
one ootild pretty easily imagine *that if-Napoleon had not had such 
a flock of no-aooount brothers and sisters,the lives of all of ua tod 
todaywsuld hot be e» -harrifd-*by the-re salats of the 
nationalistic wars a-ui-*the economic- pressures uf :tiUs 20th century* 
-I!?. >rto.v ,0 Hi.- #i0., t.,.i >tq ai t»Q4f n. all io f, » 

*'v He turning to Mrs y Stirling's -letter, I did. want to mention 
thather reference to Bosabsnk -brought back many pleasant 
eii.t). ... memories* I' used. to go-there. when -it was the hone of 

^ . the ,old school companion -of Miss Louise* The lady was Frankie 

<' Brandon and had suffered <a* cruel physical afflictions as had 






. 1 V. 

if 


ylot 

i'o 


«o 


o&itsti j ,-ji 


Miss Louise ,*40-that both-ladies os taggered and careened as they 
walked. Just ^af ter 'the Civil *ar-,-bath-of zthem. Jtad gone to 
lire* Nowell’s finishing school -at :if ton Yilla- Nose bank ie 
but a few miles from'the Cottage-but in-spite of the comparative 
proximity, Vie ladies-didu t -contact each mother often and 
so it was with bubbling enthusiasm on both sides when dies 
Louise would make it up to Rose bank with me, and it was 
touching to set r -thess old school mate \of SO :years before, 
throwing themselves into each other's arms and hobbling, arms 
enwined,' along the-dose bank-yallery* - .aowi'.u 
*v «j v.j e-sttiob n f ottf&Au t eu'.u; a.-'.oui 

But the hour advances and xui elegant tea-glass awaits my 
attention, as does meet the press and so I fold****** 
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\,-J Su - 


. . t, ‘ ttit-%■.o-v> b*w Monday, June 14th, 1954, 

: et «• \jbc*«> sA.ce bw.t.• at L b. > 

IL **i■ j\ ... o'Oli i ■ '■ v.i »* ii • - t V il*. 1 * .• **.,a*» ; J * tS 

.»M . !• S:..c .1V I 3 P ’ tfO- • U4 t O v 

. i • . »i0 .£»».' -it *- .-iv «vi** »*W viil) XT liO ’ •» to t . • : i'i . - 

Memor an dumt y • »;* *&• b'.**:»o « •? <v.O' . *, . : 

0 ju i * *'**■ L. u 4414 & 4b 

A new week, deoked out in the seme old hot dry weather, 
and I like it*~ t>«t.’Aaiiio ao1> iiabd 1 cviiiiitLft 6l4'o t 0' 4 

old * i . t •b454\:‘ oi hUi-tX O tuW « DOUJlL 8*.« dUb' r ^60 \J,4k ^ 

u The mornin * poet brought the circular -sketches from Book 
Hall for plates No* & and 3* t ; t, * la 

.. . %»'.* O ■ ft - art &cfv» ,.86 j * b" ViuiiL 

I was frankly taken abaok on looking at them since they 
had been executed exactly in the same manner as plat no, 1, 
which, is to say that the oartouchsse were precisely in the center 
of the plates instead of being elevated to the top, thus 
preventing the sketch of Melrose in plate no* 2 and <- 
- Longwood in plate- no* 3 /now emerging almost through m 
the center of the plate from the bottom position each 
. occupies on the reepotive designs* k s 

t t*' ;• ji • * ‘ o i **l . >>OJl , . 4JSj< '<’o' c tOt-. O’ t. . i o L wiv, v 

There is an advantage f n leaving all three designs 0 
carry the o or touches in the center, but for varieties sake, 

I had snvietoned the variation* * I haven't a soul with whom I can 
converse on the final deoieionf but I think 1 shall refer Bock Hall 
to my original sketchy after which there will be 4or« correspondence 

liboiiA «i iiLXiiOvv a. 

I think I shall ask for delivery on September let or 15th, 
and this: ought to give m ample opportunity to get d delivery 
and strai ghten cut errors in ■time- that will harmonise with the 
eventual release- date - Timers are- so many chances ef delay in 
execution of the ordeteyfailure of* freight deliveries, etc*, I feel 
that a September date against an October release i« desireabli* 

.*io't.f' o *• tj«ti > * oi ei.&z- ‘frruu i<54f 

I think I did not touoh on the matter of the dog last night 
in.my. memo* The TVy - Hd Sullivan program, was breesing along 
merrily when to my surprise* I found myself* alone in the* room 
with Madam Regard*- It scene* V*at Celeste,*.*4 H* a nd Joy had 
all vanished somewhere*and- I hadn’t noticed their wit/idrawal* 

I looked on the galleries, bedroom, dining room and kitohen and 
discovered t no one but as I felt sure they were about somewhere, I 
simply said goodnight to'Madam*Regard and went on my v>cy* 

. t )\ hl to. -it. oil iviju**- * ti "it>o4 L 

There had been much talk, s at supper that there were altogeVier 
too yany^doge around the plaoe,-—Joe being the speaker* He 
waen t ref. ring to Celeste’e but-to other-oauiuiues who are forever 
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petting, this may, ,-*tke overseer* a, the ex-overseer’a, ate,, etc, 
ilud aa X learned this morning, somebody bad reported that the 

boxer bad been bit by a oar and although not much danaged but probably 
pretty well abaken up, and that'e wnere everyone waa when I left, under 
tbe houae trying to coax out tbe dog, Aa I learned thia morning, 
they finally aucoeeded, adminiatered aaperin and let,him go back to 
hie initial biding place # 

, 'V J. . C ft* 1* * 2fAO .r ti-tt G| Ub&i. A. 

And the, thia morning, when Joe awakened * be, Miho had oppoeed ao 
many doge about the place, waa amaxed to find a big black German-ebepbered 
dog on front gallery, flxititausd. oust, against hie bedroom door 0 Pat 
bad returned from Texae during ties night end bad brought.home a new dog 
which be bad purobaeed there » Joe began eputtering at breakfaet but 
ohangsd hie tune when .ikot etarted upstairs again, and -the new dog of Pat*a 
took^apuea at bin* forcing Joe -back damn, stairs and. Sue pairing him to 
n dash up the back staire in order, to get Into the houseJ 

. ,i t>.s < n uuiiuutx* \n i>>. .« out e^vuiq &- v> \c 

Aa Pat spends hie ays . in tom, be naked me if I moulds like 
to play muster, during his absence,. Pius mimtqs before* the huge 
Catahul&.dog.cof. the overseer bad Jumped on Pat a dog and, the 
latter waa ao frightened, nobody, oould get within miles of him* I 
told Pat I waa acouatomad to getting along without a seeing eye dog but 
if tbs,d.og wanted me' to serve ashis easing eye. Is should be 
dpfighted, . But.nobody ever caught up with tbs prise , animal all day 
4>ut tonight after slipper, Put. found him somewhere up ths road and brought 
him, bad'f*> .1 suppose he is nop guarding, the upper gallery of the big 
house ai*<J howJoe is ever going to nake t it hhom/e from, across thne fence, 

I wouldn t know, 

k TO .> I. i. "I >. J.O *V 1 c‘oi' 0 . .r.£) xJl: .t V x 

X j shamll eyoy my ooffse with Madam Me gard. an ths « morrow, 

Mer, daughter leuv.es^early, in the mo-.rutug to spend tm afternoon and 
nigh at some kind, of a party .Madam General is.giving, .1 .aesums thre 
may be. sons set of axes to. be ..growued bines there* s no love lost 
between either of .the ladies, but perhaps it!* Just a a as* of 
neither being able to reeiet a party, 

\ X. " Sli) ‘ ’ O ’*'£WuU< v. iV > HO M ■*« ■»' ** U. 4 * ** i* 

This..machine, seems .to.,work unusually, badly touigh, 1. am 
hoping it doeeu.t present too much difficulty in reading. Within 
another,day op ap,^X. am hoping, to have, a neW\ribbon and than 
everything will be ,easier all arouud„ hope* t 11 

u\ *• . *>oo*\ iU«U> ^woctbsi. ,tfe«n*lJU>y *Aa .«o b**ooi * 

If X can eet hand to th Book Mall letter, 1. shall enclose it, for 
I think one reference in.it will make you smile, Just destroy 
the letter after reading, a« X mitave no further use for it, 

■, . , .. ,J o \ **t .i I. iit} Aoui» M&»' • 

And now for a. go at eome^muat" mail, and thence.to the fender Leaf, 
t which X am getng: te .love: for a heap of- reasons,*,,,, ■><. * 


Tuesday, Jus 15th 1951, 

£u H l ily • A i'lCe 3 u Oitv ielsjbp Ij Osj..oC 

yUvO i/v Oj /'o j • GUI mu v o 5 4» o 6 v j ot Ooct JjCtg/h at** IKvyieu 

iMUOUi ksc\w u Ovist j u t uaiiwliy ili\j Til h • 


.( v> vUl’Ua. J. y A. (j!w 1* SJ hit U thy Ur U W u> U U U U id <£ i, J. £ V Otf i ' v» 

^ auu ) dill hie y vJ*V JJUtiS O J s+LU wild!* i#lio I vO 0^ 

U%WQ Tuild WH^ZS u teCLCyJ* I e ItUJ. udi •• y w«*tf LL^sjUo wjC hb 0 l‘‘y 

ill G i s (J \JTU>isJt*0 aJiehCtb ** 0 U lb U> 7'ii held 


"CGb J I ‘ v 

i ll OlbC ifLi ¥ Lie VJIS ¥ C lb ** ¥ U lb Lb 7 Lb M I id w * *3 O OltbfJ ¥ 1 b lb y 0 JX • , Cv 

- ~i§*ntjuat book "from''a rtund''tf bflty" tatting at G it were, 

cent a jm. *mt j in ^ t*on o .aiu tj nai $ ui. r c 

r^c^eeiaatV^taok^aff^fr^ Batoh^McHgt^dt Hahn 


ekigHti^fot-tneh-X ''drahheU'it oa7 
te>»hiid u away txH~hdttr ftiau&JJtit¥Qlfietuli)*wlth 0 ftiJi 

andapat^ldilad 1 ahbbtky aft§ri»ard, tic But , tHe UJ MHrga l at t ant/ i fuh6l 
for lrstaytug>pait8j‘'a»de/irat i 'Pat fudtS tut^Bf^tna^ptZiuta aftc 
thept'Jaea aa^t*ib'-lady’=and°l^Had n qUite- L an"spportUnitu to 
do a bit of dishing, 

.it. i. m . j. uit’.itit jj 4. y, jl tittto j i'emartt ti. ai oite wold., 

aoa^tsat sf^thb^aserbtSrteaJati c twhi&Hg k6el°iB a ifte UJ K8Ht 
and ultslea pned va t "suppS P Hhdt vb&th ¥Le4 and ' Mel Stt^fttLd ,l fe tinned 
tMa aft4r*QO'li«tQjMiu§tom,''~wtH*t 9 bi,' j n<$&" i aoAM , ’i<F8oditon wi 


this aft4pnoGtC°t/ojMfu§t<iH 


with 


peopele for years to oome will be inolined not to announce „ 
w o thd ruwad'upiu** H » u adOC¥n04y -kttorw tfig 'fUZl JSsll "tfiat ‘ often 

whtts-fofke wi-11 "Wake '<* raohet dxtf'ticry^f thdprlnig td u dticourage 
the»ufipomaehaSave**Miviw"beyM^d*i<Wftj*r6&1?htt, 

Ole ao u l&yrdLiefui oustbibtaa *£ duoiUo J)c oer ed uutshiby uoLiy 9 uibd 

«« +Ait&w‘U+l**t*r fromo&iMW+ea Lea, along with several 
others, site snugly in the a rmoire, awaiting a new batch of 
helpers ou- *Wrfi'«¥A •aaed etyfimWe “*e&£i°Jwe*Otdt ti i l tmt 
reft otb “tt 4«Q> Mian/p WUtivr'&i lehe+WS, M fdTVfJfry „ 

aU^yihe^xJoto4fne^*dbp4'd**tdavWdctv 1 %^p4i* l ti(Mk■, tiu ' ea •' wfc oaUi • 
iiita n aunt oody h uori o {eutuined »0 itiut Thao a f ~fei u.11 1 titsi e 

to yfc,° 

is'tlve ‘fir#t ■Whut'^Uiav# n&afd-fr&m k Wr*ivt r vtffifoha, and of course 

X realised aha waa bound to want something or she wouldn’t have 

well, jj much for aucy njn-sense, ana so a urea, ujj j 0 > 
ntta si Join#, del oyit ottut lit one pTOSpeco uj naoiily a n jppji tuillty 
sj expxoVe one +»ce leooer' on out Morrow,,,,,,(( ahull 
/■•tune one envelope ouo uo otic ooui'e oil one iitoi ioui, oo » oa am »po 
w. xx aojjer from on ao oj onto memo) 


oourea 
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?j . * .i » 1, • • ^ • ..'T j. uw. *0 m W - \ V— -1 ~ 

t n>*oeU 0*to* ; "** aoqauit ,\o tot.wnsb ft© V»to*&u8«ftb<»W!, * 

.. . toA* *«0 Oe>b«o„ 

... 1. . J.ab*%.,to. : •**»*■. \W - 

- * -irir «* — frtrrr+ii- 

•fHW^ «on U*<© o^*a#. Uod.* I. 

; %<***$«■ W 3 *** »* toOd L«Afc T0,Vv»W4iQU., 

*•*» Ji *4* .Ma.uaGaWod .1. 

biiu two bana*aq toodo ei aeauieud luXaoin^eib tod* 

***W £%%•$,** «W»4 1 i oe 

• u * nft *»** Jwskxvwt «®. ;» 

B _ »A* W ft*J* A© ■nwUfti* tod* AAn 

» *too ad* IfiMie'to Ml M HkV,'JV 

%iad* t IIo -(e*\o tod* «id o* baiiurcan * uaod ybod roe tod* 
»*iw o* ,b(U* aid b^qqtoe avu>d o* awaae doidw totoq a«o ai 
'.. L. 'gi^tid .ai' odu ad tod \jftA* *om ai, .* i _*.ad* . 

e *, 4 V • ‘to aM;d*W»0ft 4..*.<i» 05 blUiG S 8*<e *. 

to\ \\o toand 1 oe mu> ^eauae-floM tfo©& to\ dou« oa % lial 

\jtouutooqqo «o $uiuod \o toaqaotq ad* Mi ba*d^^>lab t e«i**ta aid* 

I lode ')').wonow «* mo ia**al aad ad* aioiqxa o* 

*qiioe a*i oe (UiovtoA ad* mo a*to*a ad* to too aqolauMa ad* atom 

(o«ai« aid* \o to«* »oi\ taWb iiim 
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Wednesdayg June~±bth, 19b 4 (juju 16th)* 




•x. o rS yowd vj y va vw a c. « u4« i*auw u\(iu Ab.x ih.u.6 ^dc<» 

r it# w oh «c » 4.U#. ^ uo c «.'. c o «>v < e IfU cft.ite 

djaoi* »** uhc mui'Uoity uu «»Q/kff u.He ioUc^upe j«r oh* a meeou * 

a. (}»» cXpyOooity o u hdoit, oh o a muo ".Hit: opei Uv.ii^ I.v J'.4t xu.ly u^tt.ii 

*tt (Mituohet <J>CLy Wiooyh w oh oj U*& uI*j.jl iwuOuu ocdXy j o i.ii 

i/O o*fc >ji eawi aa o»tij >*o oo on * j. gi.ai.i uxoO ^ct. »o i oGjt'io on 

le< o wO < uU« e uo uuo u. (.e,/ vc<> i.v ?oopj.e 

J. i lot Ml to u 1 /irj.ilt^ , ~ y lOUUI yuU U)OMX h Uve rtiotouCiM he T Still — 

*c*«Uew+nt 9 e‘ toykate*yehp lettep */< Fpidau^nd -te^learneallt 
they-hur&ffookn*!#. *hu4esi0tPlr*' m *0*i+ v t» ‘ '~*+**¥iPiev*ar odepart- 
b i*nt}vepo.aee<> •'Pleuhtsef^iHi efidtotj) efuthWfedpl'e^teteriUtyse 
e&eseenae-•Sdntmtion, I suppose, is generally regarded as 
a good thing, especially /or those uhb get it, but as I i 
glance*btysk seer* the*years mhen ooertatU 'okes Uavo*b4gnoo, j or 
goinp^tn Jop- ihat->coim 0 dttys>lcelgh‘-to thtnk s/ what I 

allctktslt*pPee*‘ on tke^tnnooentu yy+e*a»d4r*<*“» Jjftfr Lthg 
eudO lng“seascua&"erdeM^be‘ aot-teeprotPastede/or^SuhsikSeeu, 

uitu 'pj. x < uiU/*U(^U Up U,'■•ut**»'*■» u e oil w •% huu' U>» » vij^ 

-u, ^ u na | Aav«'R«uti»a*itoat brought ^A*r-c*»**» ‘/#0»u.; 

Sherry“ts^is^aMs'-ajsephep-'^ 
ofeSu ge ntal+*Wo“hadtb*e* mith ht»&puPo*9e in-Jfsusten^ioo 
last-meek^end^ithsn Pallas-there't*He>*S‘-to-a>*& gtnes the 

da^ /or eftoibres'y ts^inetepn^t^Isusk ft oj' 

sufpr^cMft tft»i>fA*ua7*#ro«Mj»##r '^kenedse>'U*kupdened~IUt heart 
tew/Legtseeing holS-upeSt^kS'Jelt^thit^Pat^s «Ac»*ld^toi/« *"‘'-^4/ 

b««M sent'hereto***?vssaiien*i* n vtep''s/nkis^bredk «rT* S^th§od 
Cherry "family yearsasgy^aofpe ''ts^skeieuilysperkinypma *<** da. n e d 
welf‘"pi tyo eeapW expand att i ts • almsysndi/ficltt'its ~mPauel*seto 
ui 0 bM 4 “*&»en-*s^in"tk&ioaee 8 efi>tbs paetal thing r -tk$eoldsters can 

_— t_ .- ^ _j a « _ a i . a i .. . a a ,l J _ l ’ 


\ 09 Pkopp etk uouder/ml patterns of personal otrage uhioh 
whenever known to the yomgsters, must pusteel and perp. 

the on+cmdm$“geseritioh%*o*h9 Skte/'"psint‘J*mit 0 to^Poe 
iV e itM"/*et r "thttt 3*feel sorry“fsr> the*»hild*wko -euttdtu 
pesstbly a imagine personal family ■rifis~twB*years “be for 
was ‘‘Seen! born, 3>"em^ hepfngothe tohildSs * ssjom^aay -be ur " 1 
termtuatedy be fate *he*roee gnt»es<>sn -evil -wind •afset. 


jmaaan 
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•V a 'is** «.oia< * "v.0 ct.'o o j xab 

•J. si it'ior o4 ton r. ( «qs*\o j. ' o tqiw a j 

't* o .'aw? bn.. iin-T \o suebut: at-' V* 

....■ \Loi\ 3*14 &u au eo a . a*.t 

i .'.a' . *tio ir *?oi; *ifc ii • m£. . *i . .4 c .v 

oj>. C“ ,vuert' ueiV. ol'.ii o* 4c>w tii.> ,tu4n-. a*t 

:t' * ^ uo j\?cs'fiw Cfyei i^ssit i*.- • . •_ x 

Jisnorandumr m* 

:;oi i L o',.c\\ ui«»; ■. , 

The weather i Continues hot, t>oe Henry hotter, and from 
sun-up *til first dark, I busy myself fiddling with cooling 
ourrents and dumping drums of oil on troubled waters, 

» ,}. i ■ a ■. j o 

Horn pleasant that at the close of day, one can turn to the 
peace at Yucca, chat for a little while with little Miss Lee, 
hear the final strains of today s ending of the Washington fandan £ 
and then turn to the reading machine and an elegant glass holding 
wonderful ice Tender Leaf, 

, «*»V$ jYJ tw bc:ic*t i. ^i.iblii’-', 

X shall round up a few pieces of correspondence for this 
envelope or an accompanying one, I think the Smitherman letter 
speaks for itself, I am told the letter reveals the lady as not 
being possessed oftoo great a grasp on such points as spelling, 
current useage in polite letter writing and so on, but that is 
something the lady ’s, millions will prcb a bly insulate her against 
realising, I hope, 

. .. ■ v j.i ititbwWi vt \o as- aL .... a. JS 

The brief note from la Storm, cancelled from Montgomery, 
Alabama, suggests Rook Sail matters may be readily handled in 
a prompt fashion, It is pleasant to know that such matters 
oan be handled readily either through that quarter or J, H,, 
and if things go along smoothly, the money should come rolling 
back easily enough within,sir months or eight at the most, 

^ J *, «. * L« O o nT i"T - 0'. ,0 si 0 •. < - i ‘-3 | • 0 'C v p 

I read a little from "Desiree" last nigr/t. Perhaps I 
was on the sleepy side. Perhaps I was right in feeling the book 
seemed to have a orack in it at that point, covering 1311, 

. when the heroine quitted Stockholm, husband a>»d child, to 

resume her residence in Paris, The reason given, - difficulty wii 
an adopted mother-in-law^ seemed entirely at variance wit the 
character ofithe Desiree character we have known up to that 
point • Perhaps the authe r will reoapture the original 
outlines before too long so that this^neenvtHoihg interlude may 
prove but a momentary imperfeotion, — I hope. 
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. -i . ' '. ' ■ . "l 

X delight to aee tomhea of watermelon red appearing 
in the tope of the crepe myrtles, not to mention aplashee 
of white and gradations of purple and pink in other trees of 
the same family, as we pass the half way mark of June and 
head out toward July, Under normal circumstances, I should be 
reporting this fact to little Hiss Ramsey, but I had 
better let Marshall stay put without contributing anything to 
the manifold interests in that quarter., I had thought 
I might be having a memo from that direction covering the 
- reoent visit of loy fltomr, hu>t f or all anyone can imagine, i 

Carolyn may be a thous and piles from her ' home- base and 
. nil tangled Up in some new departure that no one on earth 
could anticipate, 


I , ' ' • . J ' . > o 

t Somewhere thereS a letter frop Helen, proposing a week¬ 

end in this neighborhood and I shall get arovnid to discourage 
that thought shortly • j 

. >0 1 

While fiddling around with this machine today, I dis¬ 
cover that among other things, the gaget between which the 
type key srikes fpils to elevate the ribbon, and this 
is no doubt pert of the reason for my recent difficulties, 

J, H, went to Memphis today but will be back by the week end 
t and J shall try to send this outfit to Alexandria to be worked 
o»» a little, __£# not alarmed,- therefore, if, as between now and 
the time the thing is at last back in order,i there should be 
some absence of regularity in the incoming mail, I shall 
t t>e writing a note every day, bti should\ there be no more than a 

note,', you will understand, as sometimes the doings in the 
office makes correspondence difficult, 
t , . * . j ■> v v. 

I was amused, last night when readingg "Desiree", having 
. . reached,the point where, in 181S, she visits Joesphine at 

Malmqison, the subject of Mona Lisa came up again, and 
the reference to Mapoleon's having lifted it from Italy, I 
belt eye thts book appeared.in Europe before it did in 
Americp, qnd it does seen odd that some editor never caught 
» this historical error beforezit went to press here, 

- { 

But the hour advances and I must lend an ear to the final 
s v curtain oall of the fandango business «c How uninteresting 

radio programs next week are going to seem without this nightly 
Vp oirous,,,,,,,^ , i; ,i o a .. 

• j! — t «o ■ 1 ’"V-X'.'V > 1 S;: 
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Friday, une 18th, 19f>U* 

* • • ♦ 

r 

. •-> "n 

Memorandum: 

v .*• '• ' t 

Hear Mce to find your letter in today's post and how nice that 
you found the odd itesm from Wakefield to your liking. 

The heat continues but this evening we had a delicious 
shower, perhaps an inch and a half, which tumbled the thermometer 
from about 96 to around 70. Sleeping ought to be such a jolly 
experience tonight what with the seemingly arctic interlude. 

Tharlks to J. Hl»s a bsence _ in Memphis today, I lifted his typewriter 
and shall keep it fintil early in the morning. In the midst of hobbling 
along on the other, it became evident that one thing the matter 
with the machine was the fact that the gaget that elevates 
the ribbon was not functioning and so I suppose the-machine will 
have to travel to Alexandria one day next week and A n 
its return I'ought to be all "sot" for* a -feusy go at letters. In 
the mean time, should there be any gaps v „u will of 
course understand. 

. T 

I was glad to learn from Celeste that she had had a note from Nina, 
indicating she was safely back at home in Corpus Christ!. As you 
know, she isn't much of a letter writer and I suppose the note to 
Celeste may have been in the nature of a joint message. Twice 
Celeste 'started to read it and twice we’were interrupted and 
then never did get around to reading it. 

Celeste said sorpe of the B a ton R ouge Henrys were coming here for 
thd Uth but she didn t know if two or four would make it. She asked 
Joe about Juanita earning over with her mother but Joe hadn't decided 
* if he was going to Conroe or if Conroe - would come''here. If my guess 

is correct, based on countless previous parallels, neither Joe nor Juanita 
will know either until late in the evening of July 3rd or early 
in the morning of July Uth. One. thing is certain, thus far since 
her school Was out in May* Juanita must have been having quite a vacation 
at home and, for all I know, may be relishing the quiet 

There was some talk that she might come Over here while Celeste 
is in Europe which I think would be very nice, so far as I am concerned, 
but I know not which way Juanita herself would prefer to spend the 
balance dT the' summer. But as her branch isn’t much on long range plans 
I suppose the season will finally unravel by cha ce rather than plan 
and if that suits all concerned, I*m sure I have no kick. 


. 

ft I 





ft-' 



From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


6773 

c » 

WA > » if 


I was of course delighted to learn from your reading what 
the latest doings of Mr. Morehouse covered. Naturally, too, 

I found the re a ction of the little lady in Japan quite 
charming, being content to wait until the road show strikes Japan 
before seeing her daughter in the cast. s ince last I wrote concerning 
Ward Morehouse, I have twice thought of something regarding 
that gentleman but each time I have started a letter on the subject, 
it has eluded me. s ome day, I shall suddenly digress at 
a most unexpected point and spill the whole tale regardless of 
its lack of coherence so far as the paragraph in which I find 
myself at the moment the thought returns. 





I shall enclose a letter from "the little one" and you will 
be interested*to read the names of the placed in which King Solomon 
finds h i m self. What twists 'the world takes , for which of us 20 
years ago would have ever heard of Melrose or'coneived a dusky 
citizen of that place being abroad in Bavaria. 

And^all such speculations reminds me of an Equally -incamlirehensible 

business } _Celeste chasing across Europe on a religious tour, 

W hat fun it would be for more than one person I know to drop into 
the place where the "little one" is stationed to surprise him one of 
these Cummer nights • Imagine how odd ut how delightful it 
would be to find such a human bein in such a place and even 
better, try to picture the joy it would bring to one so far 
from home. 

* 

After mature reflection on the matter, a nd after 30 some odd 
days of listenin to t e Washington fandango, I have come to 
the conclusion that NBC did a much better job pf boiling down 
the day’s hearings to a half hour than did 8BS. And this puzzles ' 
me exceedily, since NIC is obviously the instrument of big business. 
Republican politicians a d big money and possessed of little of 
the liberalism associated with CBS and therefore, one would assume, 
not so artti-McCarthy as CBS might be expected to be. Perhaps 
yr>u may chance oh some remark or mention in the press on*this 
point, and if so, I shall be glad if you will mention it. 

I’m so glad it’s cool tonight, far I must pound this 
machine long and late in order to catch up with a heap of 
things and to anticipate my week end correspondence which 
I shall not get to at this go-round. But next week everything should 
be back in order again and I shall be so happy that the 
channels may be easy traveling. And again my thanks for your nice 
Monday letter and may frour impending week’end afford a few 
comparatively quiet moments just far you...... 
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Just After 

Sunday, June 20th, 193>U» 


Memorandum: 

.1 pen this note early on Monday monring, grabbing 
the opportunity at the office to have a little fthat with 
you and explaining that if I break off suddenly, you will 
understand that the crowd got too thick for effective 

conversation. 

* • . | 

It was a ouiet week end and altgother pleasant if one doesn t 

mind the heat and I don’t. 

, . * 

Yesterday morning, - Unday, - Bether arrived with her guests, 
and brought her husband with'her. It was all very pleasant 
a ni after a 10 to 11 : 30 tour, we stopped by and had a drink with 
Celeste and J. H. 

One of the C. Vernon Cloutier guests was a lady from 
Mc C oomb, Miss. This was the first time I had met anybody f ran 
that town since I spent the night in Mc c omb some 10 years b a ck 
with ^udolph and Kenneth. We were guests of the litter’s uncle and 
during the post supper sitting on a S a turday night, Kenneth’s uncle 
mentioned his secretary whose name made a profound impression on 
ny mind apparantly, for when Beth introduced her'guest, I 
remarked that although I had never seen the lady, I had heard 
tell of a Mc C omb citizen by the name of Beula Mae Bird Simmons. 

Beth hooped or whooped at such tomfoolery but nearly passed out 
when her guest said that she was well acquainted with the lady 
but couldn t imagine how I had pulled her out of the ether so 
unexpectedly. I didn't know either, but it got the tour started 
off.on the right key and eve ything rocked along nicely from there 
on out. 

If it be true the imitation is the most sbutle form of flattery, 
it would seem that. Madam Beaufort was being very flattering since 


t s t 
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she announced to her husband that her life would never 
be happy until she had an iron pot and a flock of bananas like 
those at Yucca. I can't recall if she has ever seen the bananas 
in summer but she certainly has seen the pots before. Perhaps 
the greenery of the avant-cour required the ultimate effect 
to make an impression on the lady r s mind. 

She said her mother, who has been having a touch of 
pneumonia, is ever so much better. I was glad to hear that. 

I am hoping nobody toltf R. B. about his mother's illness, for 
it would be a great pity to have-the California tour cut short 
by such a matter. Somebody said R. B #> 0 ra an d offspring would 
be returning Tuesday, —*rhich is several days sooner than 
they had originality planned, if I rem ember correct, so 
perhaps they changed their route through Yellowstone to 
get back a little ooner, but I am hoping they did not. 

I am glad to report that both Friday's and Saturday’s 
post was scant. In the absence of ny machine, I shall be 
glad if mail of a "must" nature remains light until 
things are ship-shape again. 

f • * *' r • 1 o •* r* 

• • 

I finished the "^esiree" volume and liked it. I still 
think it could have been improved if the author had made 
it more clear in the beginning just why the Crown Princess of 
Sweden should have spent 10 or 15 years in Parish while 
her husband and son were living in Stolkholm but it may be that 
the great grandchildren of the lady, now sitting on the Swedish 
throne, might max have made an effective protest if 
the details covering this somewhat obscure situation had been 
clarified. It will be interesting to see how Hollywood handles 
the story which certainly ought to require the grand sweep 
of a Cecil B. de Mile, but, of course, nobody can imagine in 
advance how the film version may turn out. 

The mention of Joseph’s years as a fanner in 
New Jersey reminds me that'I never did visit that place.' If 
memory serves me correctly, his fark was near ^ordentown. New Jersey, 
and I must say I haven't the vaguest notion as to where Bordentown 
might be situated. 

Well, so far, so go, and I shall let this slide, hoping 
that the quiet of the boudoir may prevail when next we have 
an opportunity to exchange notes.. 
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Monday, June 21st, 195U. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to have your letter in today's post. 

It is tucked away in ny armoir, awaiting the morrow. 

And here follows on this longest day of the year, the shortest 
memo of the same period thus far. 

I'am still at the office machine, pressed for time. On the ' 
morrow, I shall have an opportunity to skip to town, early, early, 
and shall take ny typewriter with me, plus ny radio which 
has just played but. I'm glad toreport the reading machine is 
still holding up, but I pause to knock weood. 

he weather remains in the 90's, and all swirls much as 
usual. More on the morrow, - I hope..... 
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Tuesday, June 88nd, 1 954* 


\o SitO bsnSUOOSib i SOHOi'O 

bt; ssttiAocw en ■■ c ; on oAa tto* » 60 A 
9 .. Ui b«o t gniino« ? j'i r.s'Is'O yd t'i sl i'-'.oo ^ o« 

Memorandum : • , j >. ^ > 

t-iv o:V oitol 0 8 friuM Oi v A il-A-t VA. 

Hoio nice te have had an opportunity to read your 
gay note ofythe 16th, arriving in yesterday’s post • 

V Jrr.ds i;5 n . n - S' 

.For my unpraqticed eye, the snapshots are evqry hit as good 
as the original ones coming to hand and there isn t the 
slightest deubt in my mind that they mill.convey to this or that 
recipient precisely the desired Melrose impression, thanks to the 
inexhaustible thoughtfulness and kindness stemming through Lyme • 

And may I congratulate you on the splendid letter to Little Rock, 
for it seems te me yeu have achieved in it exactly the thought 
desired and I am sure it will please the Hughes family, tee • 

I bon usb it i eodirt 1 mow 

As they are what I am pleased to ^Style Vinter Writers, in that 
they seem to spend d 1 their energies en the out of doors in . 

Spring Summer■ and Fall, but eventually get down t to pen pushing when 
Winter, has discouraged road running . I haven t heard from 
them since they were here but undoubtedly a card will be coming 
soon, giving some hint as to whatever success they may have had in 
pictifre taking at Rodney and other points in Mississippi which I 
recommended to their attention which wtii.ch they took down in 
note form while here*, as it was an elaboration on what I 
had written them on a couple of occasions before *8 -i : o 

ioAm ou *oi<\ o* bulft soot l os bi s*iT •** b«o ya-»\.n 

Friday's rain set the grass to growing a nd all humanity 
is hoe-swimging madly $ —and as it must be over 1 00 in the 
sun whe,re they labor, and as the momentary base of operations is 
below the spillway, the secretariat doesn t xsome up for mental 
gymnastics until the whole gang.moves further up this way • And 
so tonight, even aslast night, I find myself looking forward to 
the morrow since your next letterf following the 16th arrived today 
and is awaiting attention on the morrow, what with interruptions 
preventing me from -going further- than yesterday's receipts at 
today’s sitting • unub oonon’l *on\ Jritowunouob odd \,o «< 

( Qj 60 0»'n««- t !>l.iio&68V 8*\ iwiiol' - ■ LC o 

• Well, as you may have noticed, the Royal ^le back on the 1 Job again • 
mo'A ni oooiio&r \o an oir.ottops s4ruti\sb a sow vtoAfr 
at .••■Bind \o ssjn ®A4 bno \piuuoo too i* 1 - si tc&t s>il Ao 

s*5o$£ .Lilt sAfr itHiovjo on^sit a*'* \o yirieonuitj. on^,»it \o 88 - ;jj ^ v -' 8 °'" 

«,,vi \o bnJAfr n duodo bsLionfrnoo oAw bitt enobloA auoia its*'' b0 ‘ oAus 
S'v.Auoii-'U'C, sssj't snotqxs o* suoA lioAe 1 \ .v.nfriuioc sAa 

rtnccvt ?.v.' ® slstlunoq t- Am »ss oS loinodow son oc nsAv.o ni 

0 WO 6 \o nsuib *«. ; sA* b«o yn^itsc ireoi \© botnoq 

• • • • • v.r.—A o& : i' \5^ . *• i Ai sv ^o\iUi)^«o\i ac^Id JiUi*.#oC \*tz t> 


« 
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Wednesday, June BZrd, 2954 


. o'. ■. .. i.a'i , uu> i''i vio . 1..1 oim r.\ . soL 

•: i i(uv, .»<\ l v At-A t t r.ti 89 b s.'A base (iosioq av ^ ' 

Hew nice, how nice, how nioe, —to find your gift package 
. in this morning's post and your letter,of Friday, as saved from 
yesterday • t » 

£ \. A 2 V oi' S' - ttoAcJ I »0i. ®A *> v o Aot i»nl\ 

In response to your questions regarding the copyrighti 
t iopn^oioAq Vo 

It ocours to me we should file d. 1 three applications at the same 
time • On further pondering on the point, I think we should 
uqe my own^name. This will undoubtedly dove-tail nicely with 
previous articles covering the Cane River series and perhaps 
my own name in the Hatches region might,add a little sales 
impulsei -,i- y- \ • • 1 o.. 

o \o do©* Vo ®b©R efruo ^wisin’ bniw «i .1 

x. All three applications to be filed at the same time, and 
the name of copyright in my own name* t 

s ; .V ^ . v 'T J t 

And may L ask youa.gain, —forgive my stupidity, do you think 
it imperative or necessary to put the year in the copyright 
notation of the plate, or stay I simply use this notations 
Tr.,,*, Mi,**. copyyright" or simply the big 0 in the circle 
which you so thoughtfully drew for me, with the name, Fr. .Mi ...running 
around the circle • I should be glad to omit the year date on 
the copyright imprint on the plate* Ho you think that is possible 
or do you think the year as to be. put in* I hope not, 

4 u £ i i»»U u<i t si ou o - A o « a ■: l'.c o a * ■ o s z t a c <'• s A - 
And may I tell you how kind I think of you to offer to give 
a check on the final sketch* I should welcome this assistance so 
much for, as you know, it is seldom I can get much assistance 
that is adequate for such fine work, toft have hesitated about 
touching on, the matter to you, fearipg hat a flock of 
south of the border numbers might fall in on you at fust the 
time such matter ,;• might come to your true hand* But one 
fine minute glanooLtot the thing on your part would oover the 
and catch the potential errors and at the same time, if I should 
send these to you, they aeuld be photographed Me fore sending them 
on to Book Hall, thus accomplishing two things, assuming, of course, 
that the final sketch contains nothing toe flagrant requiring 
correction* 

\ ou X uoa t \jib9Jr.£ad oocr Aouw t uio« b«K 

I could be in error but I think the photograph of the final 
sketch is of greater value for publicity purposes than the 
platp itself • I base thie conclusion on the fact that the 
final sketch gives the caaero ai opportunity to record the 

L 8 4 \ ■< \jV *v:>j 9 ii;suv9fc6ue St ns*, io. -tui e:.*» 

.. TQJtsi z'.> t; Ti.o\i c 1 »y>c?< c.* 


By chance I discovered that one of the newspapers in 

town, —the Enterprise, has a man who repairs machines and 

so I sent this one in by Celeste this morning, and lol she 

brought it back with her all fixed later in the morning* It is 

good to know that I shall never have to wait so long to get 

in easy touch with the outside world again on my own machine in 

my own boudoir, It struck me eight bucks was fairly stiff 

as a charge for putting the little spring in that would 

elevate the ribbon when the keys were struck, but I should 

have gladly^paid twice the sum in order to be able to commune easily 

with little Miss Lee • Celeste said the man at the Enterprise told 

her that he,would be glad to clean the machine for me at any time 

for $18* 00, but since Eugenie told me he would do just 

a s thoroguh a cleaning job for the price of a coke, I think 

I shall patronise the Enterprise only in emergencies* 

v iV ; o *\i ojVJt \iisrot>xt ki «i -ouoiAou vn& uo\j is cV ewsse i 4 i<A, 

, And I am happy torn say that some man of color in 
the neighborhood could put new tubes in my radio for me today, and 
that delighted me no end, for I should like to hear what 
10 o'clock oommentators have to say about the Margaret Smith 
election in Maine* I think this is the first time I can recall 
when a candidate named Smith ran against one named Jones* 

-urw *i liittt int>o © 3 oisA vt*-» • to • -a "AA 

» . ■> oeoooi. t •wjoouAoi oi Ah * A owes ,«'.v.i’ ,«ooe 

"Haiti, - Highroad to Adventure" by'what souds likeO* B* May, 
is a book I dipped into a bit last night and found it sufficiently 
breesey to skim through readily enough $ I. have never read 
a book on the .country, except such things as Seabrook's Black 
Majesty and the like and so I was glad to pick up ufhat 
data I could in a book not designed for research workers 
on history • 1 had wondered when it passed from Spain to France 
and discovered that was about 1797 under the 14th Louts • r lhus 
the old Hispanola of the Columbus days was <' 

divided, Spain apparantly keeping the Eastern half which became 
Santo Domingo and France receiving the Western half -which 
from St. Domingue became Haitii the latter word meaning hills* . 

*a' «4*0 :*vi »A.’. aj k ^LSOVioW o;'! Ho ho•’. aCf 4 . si 

And I was glad ‘to read the authors brief account of the 
transition of the Government from France during the -Revolution 
to Tousaint L'Oeuvture Dessaline, perhaps Peton(mulatto) 
and Henry Christoph, the negro of Black M a gjesty, It would seem 
that there was a definite economic set up of mulattoes in H a iti 
much like that in the Cane ^iver country and the rise of hristophe 
was because of negro animosity of the negro against the mulattoes 
who had been slave holders and who controlled about a third of the 
land of the country* I think I shall have to explore these particulars 
in other source material to see what parallels an d differences are repo 
as between the Haiti of the last century and the Cane River of the same 
period* Must skip****and bless yeuagain f or making my day so happy**,* 
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design to greatest advantage and clarity, and I believe when 
the average person sees the design, that average person is 
primarily interested in the design.which, thus photographed, 
giveb a better, a clearer concept of the subject matter, 

And so, if this meets with your approval, I-shall send dong the 
final sketch of Plate No, 1 when it comes to hand, I shall 
attach remarks for any corrections, and assuming there may be none 
of major importance, the photograph might be made right then, and 
the final sketch sent along to Rock Hall for the work to be 
started on t^e final product, I shd 1 do the same thing 
with Plates, or the sketchei for Plates No, 2 did Z, since 
they will probably be available together, following plate No, 1 by 
a week or two. In the printing I have in mind for advertisement, 

.. the photographs of all three will be required % since 
I have in mind having cuts made of each plate of a sheet the 
t stse of this paper on which I am writing » I shall put Plate No, 1 
in the middle, oeoupying space equal to the folded space on which 
these words are being written, the photo being at the extreem 
left of the page, (right K here, with the desoript data of 
the plate being printed at right angles to the lines I am currently 
writing, I shall make circles to indicate plates when 1 remote this 
the machine, . to . i••" 

t • .11 0-'. AA W ,®*1 ",0\ MVU 7 OB iiO _ Ao 4 

Then Plate no, 2. can be at one .end of the sheet, as, say the to\ 
of this sheet, and .plate no, 3 at the other extreme, ny doing this, 
.either Garden Club in Hatches can sntp off the fold containing 
the houses on the plate not covered by their Club which may s implfy 
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I think you .will agree that since each cut of the plate will 
appear necessarily small on such a folded sheet, it is better 
to iuse simply the photographed final sketoh for clarity of 
design .rather than the finished plate, what with the border reducing 
the sise of the design so appreciably, 

\,i t y: i tv & vu\i in bi;3T iij Lniinoioq sA-r - ol :>0 

forgive all this talk but I somehow feel you will understand 
my desire to share all these details wdth you so we may both under - 
stand as complete!, y as possible what is being sought, 

. 11 ■ i - V 

_ And now, and much too belatedly, may I thank you for the 

splendid prints which are going to mean so much to me in being 
'able to enclose them to this or that person from time to time, 
may I thank yo7y for having sent along the carbon, I had 
honetly run completely out and in its box, I shall be able to 
keep this nicely intact for a subsequent emergency, My day i 
happy, thanks to your nice letter,,,,,,,,,,. 
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First off, and while I think of it, let me respond to 
one of your questions which slipped my mind at the last 
Sitting, You asked if I wished to have Hiss Josie's 
letter baok and the answer is No, For our convenience in 
such matters, let's always indicate when enclosures are sent alt 
if we wish to have them returned. That, perhaps, will eliminatt 
questions on that point and so facilitate disposition of same, 

,BT9U.9®b i TUT TO lb CTU ISAisiV. \o 

The weather remains hot and humid but a slight breexe 
stirred the air enough today to aid evaporation which is 


always helpful, i 
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things if I decide to have one or both dubs use these slips to be it. 
in their Spring Pilgrimage literature that goes out by mail. 
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Bill 


Ora telephoned me yesterday, saying they had made it home 
safely after a wonderful trip but, of course, they all were 
a little tired. They came back by Lake Tahoe, Yellowstone and j 
and everything a bout their jaunt seemed to please them 
T-©£-\n*T$>« Stfoc 9*\i \o $iu Aisir.oe 

I had to do a little telephoning an secondary matters, but 
as I glance backward, I can t seem to remember how I got much 
done today. While Nr, and Mrs, Knipmeyer were here this norninj 
I heard someone palling me from the gallery, I thought it was 
Madam Beaufort s voice but it turned out to be Ida Masurette 
who had three kinsmen with her^^They had been to Little River 
Farm and wanted to lyek a round before going on to where ever. 
She said Charles isn t reading now but his general health seems 
fair although his heart prevents him from moving about much, 

. . . She was entranced by one of the paliss just beyond the avant-coui 

which is npw in full bloom, < None of the people had ever seem 
(seen) one so luxuriant in its blossoms, which although small, 
are in clustpro. a Aout 6 or 7 feet in length and unlike the custi 
K one or two oh a tree p this particular one this year has eight oj 
these huge sprays, perhaps a foot or two in diameter whioh, 
in view of the length, produces a mass of small flowers that 
send forth a perfume, sweet like the elder or Alder that perme at 
the whole place, ^i-:i 
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And then there were people in the afternoon from Dallas, an 
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I couldn t make Irma'a letter out very well, I gathered G’783 
she intended sending a copy of Itary Luster's letter hut it 
wasn t enclosed . 


Friday, ffune 225th, 2954 


t I think I haven't mentioned the Rands, what with Dr, Rand anc 

a friend passing this way and asking me over to the camp for 
supper, *here were six of the Pringle sisters there and we 
ate beneath the cedars and I need nqt remark about what 
that situation does for me. It isn t important, but 
the food was bountiful and excellent as always, 

, Dr, Rand and I talked sn scads of subjects and I was 

interested in his speculations on what, if anything, D, D, T, 
do to hwsan beings in the yearn ahead. From cotton fields be 
our sight where cotton was being dusted, we could detect a ft 
aroma of the chemical, Di\* Rand said a surgeon friend of hii 
x been taking a sliver of fat from every patient on whom he 

had performed operations during the past few years and regarc 

1_- M _„_V ___1 J_1 1 ... _ U II, 


less of whether urban or rural dwellers, each patient s slivt 
fat on careful examination, had shown the presence of D, D, 3 
I found that interesting, even though it doesn t imply anythi 
so far as what, if anything, it may portend. 

The letter from Carolyn will amuse you, for I think it 
is well written. When I get around to respond, I shall tell 
her I know precisely wha.t she is talkingabout in her 
remarks about the fresh flowers for I must say I went 
through something of the same merry-go-round, What 
seems odd to me about the report, however, is the fact that 
while the ladies she was expecting might not have dreamed 
of how helpful it would have< been to have given her a date ft 
their arrival, Carolyn, herself, is not too famous for leavit 
people somewhat in the dark as to her own whereabouts and dal 
contact *, t. »Vc v uor • . - os 

io;. bmion ^ o* tsv > rno v 

The clerk toils me there was a telephone call this morni 


CJ-:'3 


as grapefruit. Be thought hers looked sturdy, I agreed, 
try to keep her from seeing the local ones until hers have 
progressed a little,,,,,,,. 
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Sunday, June 27th, 1954 . 






it would be better for me to hold up letters for a few days durii 
the pre-vacation period so your box will not get too jammed durii 
your absence, If you will set me straight on this point and 
advise me when I should cease sending and resume sending, I 
shall be ever so appreciative • • a 

To everybody's surprise and muoh relief to overseers and 
field hands, Joe Henry decided around 10 o'clock this 
morning that he might spend the x week end in Conroe, —and 
he y a nished westward slap > He continues talking about 
a vacation in the Oaarks, in Washington, D, C,, about getting 
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the H. E, A, Federal job] etc,, etc',, and since he himself hasn 
any notion which if any of these or none will be carried out, 
no one places any store on a*V °f 

A nut s i uo is ,\t is t nod : in; i A jar os s anaAi 

Everything seems ever so jolly across the fence due, in par~> 
perhaps, to the fadt that ttyere was a party of some kind yesterdc 
at homeland tomorrow 0 t 6 p,m, t there is an ultra fashionable wee 
some place in one of the adjoining Parishes and both sets of the 
are scheduled for a couple of days 0 n the 4th week end, etc,, etc 

then, toe, there 1 q Europe, I suppose, in the background, but up 

to now that doesn t seem to have out afly ice in the enthusiasm 
brackets• St\ll it must represent some souroe of vast satisfaci 
since it does promise one an opportunity to go 
scurrying a bout with no particular place or spot having 
sufficient interest to c a use one to contemplate it in advanoe 
or to pause for pondering when confronted by it, I had 
never thought much bout it before but now I'm wondering if 

■ ■ ■. • V. ■ - ■ . bn t . it. L..... 

Heaven aid Hell may not be identical with people finding themsel i 
in Paradise because they has come capacity for comprehending it u 
the place is Hell for’their adjoining neighbor simply because on 
reaching the end of the road the latter brand of individual 
finds'he has noplacb to gei&nd nothing where he comes to a 
halt registers, positively or negatively, Surely that would be i 
i‘u >' Aouvt $ i sonU . 4 cm AJioi snob ad oluode 

The June Talking Book Topics came to hand and contained 
.Mighty little stuff of interest to x me in itPerhaps I shall 
vodie my disappointment t by writing the Library of Congress a 
letter, praying that I be told 


who realy and truly makes the 
'or ai Other day, for now I'm 
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selections, But that wills be fo 
.turning to the tender leaf department, ' D 0 you mind if I tell yoi 
how happy I am when making use of the super elegant glasses,,,,,, 
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t V. "'Jiiv00 ad l . 

The hot weather continues but we got a break 
late this afternoon when a shower brought about an inch 
of rain a few h a il stones and a drop in the temperature 
20 degrees which is a great help when the thermometer has been 

in the upper 90 's all day, 

Tou will be interested in the enclosure from Mrs, Stirling 
Her case seems to demonstrate the old adage i It never rains 
but it pours", ’ 

'i ■ , 

Poor lady, as though with her mother she hadn t had enouj 
to shoulder this summer, v Although she Bidn t say so, I assume 
she must have been writing from bed, —or did she say so,— 
the interruptions were so numerous when I was trying to 
run through her letter, I shall pen her a line before 

folding up my beard tonight, ' 

. j . ■ ■< 4 * j s j ‘ ' 

With my typewriter in order once more, I have been 
a ble to knock off quite a bit of work today. The 
interruptions were^frequent but not of long duration. This 
morning, the Lambres from up Bermuda way telephoned to 
ask if they might bring some people from Maine down a n4 
as they didnt arrive until nearly 11, that set back the 
dinner hour a bi't, after which some friends of f r \ end * 
of somebody came from some place and that ate into the afterno* 
y/bit. What with Joe in Texas, I had all the faucets running 
all day which was very nice when the ram came. I didn^t bothe 
to get myself soaked by turning them off; during the half hour 
shower, going on the theory they wouldn t get too much any way 

And I must^ say I-felt vastly noble to have done a ything 
at all except stay glued to my reading maohine for 
last night I dipped <into one of Dr, Teynbee s volumes, — 

I think It i, fall'i "CtvUtknUn. tn or son. sunk, nuo 

> a#/ course I loved every word of it. 

His concepts a re alw a ys so inters ting and •• . 

original that although John Knight s voice, —the reader, souna 
tired, I have ne trouble at gll keeping awake, 

SM aAA natVbito iu\nabno 4 i ano 

.^'tatloQ aAd ynobt. viunaA-ytinaA zi ai'OsaoW 
p.annb 5,^4 iaaM'' o 4 aoi.aAi iittc wott Icn/ aAi oV 
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One of the Toynbee's ideas appealing to me is the 
thought that the varioifs civilisations of the past five 
thousand years shouldn t be considered so much as 
complete in themselves, —indiviudlally , but rather they 
should egch be contemplated, perhaps as individual wheels 
of a toag. n , turning completely around from inception to 
termination, but d 1 of then serving to move along the 
greater wag 0n of humanity which after about 
800,000 years oil of a sudden and only about 5,000 years 
a go made up its mind to move I like the idea and 
I a m impatient to get on with the reading to see what else 
he has to offer. 

, iv.-voo • '.‘V 

I had a good laugh on n yself on Saturday # 

I may have mentioned some time back that I took vast 
satisfaction in making .some mighty fine nests out of a 
variety of gourds which I suspended from the ceiling 
of the gallery where the birds would be perfectly secure. 

How I discover that the wrens, after carefully inspecting 
ny efforts at solving the housing problem, have decided to 
make a nest in the big old box in which the Blessed Martin 
arrived It stands at the end of the gallery and in it 
I keep Sndless trash which I use daily . __papers, gardening 
things and what not, ax d the case holding'“coke bottles which 
empties are added to at least twice a day stands aQainst the 
a nd within a foot and a half from the nest, the Cats 
and kittens frolic morning and evening awaiting the 
arrival of their food he furred and feathered friends 
seem to feel no an imosity, the one toward the other, and 
often my hand passes over the nqst on which the mother is 
hqtching her eggs and she doesn t budge Something 
tells me Mr. Audubon would give me no prise as a maker of 
nests for wrens. But I'm glad they like the gallery regardle 
and in spite of the gourds and perhaps some of the children, 
after they leave the parental ^ome, will find more 
to the gourd sub-division that did their parents. 

;.oc- ■ iubi an -r. j 9 ‘ It v. ' £ 3 csox .!• It 

. I never did see ctxy of the Wenks on Saturday as they 
stopped only across the fence, thank heavnea . They left one ( 
of the boys which is of no matter since when alone, he doesn 
scream the way his mother does and as yet the mental 
quirks aren't apparant. 

Grandpa and Outer were making such pleas for a saucer of 
I just stepped out on the gallery to humor them. The stars 
are wonderful andafter the rain, the perfume of the palm 
blossoms is heavy-heavy along the gallery, tut I must get 
to the mail now and thence to "Meet the Press •••••• 
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As I understand it, heat and humidity begets the tropica, 
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. 3: t . . .v s r.., no' Monday, June 28th, 1954. 
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and what with yesterday’s nice rain and today's nioe 1 06 
temperature, we appear to be momentarily in an equt(torial 
setting. 

■ 

I guess we were lucky in getting the Sunday evening shower, 
for it covered an area about half way from Montrose and extended 
up the road but a mile and down the road only to some place 
this side of Magnolia • Outside this magical circle, 
things must be wonderfully dry today, —and vegetation 
must be gasping for breath whereas everything here is 
flouithing luxuriantly * v 
. 8n no os'. b-9«'. \jn «.• >n • 

5# are the school buses, too, since school for the 
colored children began its'Summer session today and will 
run through^August. I can t quite imagine beginning school 
in a one hundred six degree temperature but that is only because 
I am old fashioned and without color, I guess • 

• ic-i Hi no. Jrsosie no \o 3uc qooq bnnni\ 

But the resumption of the school routine brought a bout 
a resumption of secretarial abbiatance, too, even though 
today's in-coming mail was thin» But it is pleasant to realise 
that as between now and the beginning of September, secretarial 
help ought to be readily available. 

.,0 3 ao tU j u o 3 no& iviotu \jo n 

When at the Post Office today, my old friend, Murrel William 
baok from two or three years in the Army, appeared. He 
looks so well, I cannot but conclude that military life in 
England where he was stationed during most of his time, must 
have agreed with him. He said K he was discharged from the Army 
yesterday and seemed mighty happy about that. I recalled to 
myself what a tussle I had had getting him a birth certificate 
that would enable him to enlist a year ahead of time. 
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My guess is that he will vacation for about a month and then 
will be re-joining-but that is merely a guess on my part. 
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About 6:30, Joe returned from hia Conroe week end, He 
was much filled with plana fer a vacation which he plana to 
begin on Friday, Aa I underatand it, he and Juanita will 
. head out for Washington, B, C,, but I am hoping they may 

not repeat their record breaking trip to Aahville a 
few year8 back when they made it to North Carolina in 
a couple of daya, paused for aa many hours and then 
returned to home base with equal speed, Off hand, 
it would appear that getting on a race track and tearing around 
the thing 50 or 100 times would be a lot less wearing and, 
as in their other tries at arriving emx at a particular 
point, they would, indeed, find themselves coming out 
right where they went in, which seems to be the primary 
purpose of such physical endurance tests, 

lit aft 

On Sunday night I had expected the guest on "Meet the 
Press" would be that dental gentleman of theBronx about which 
Ur, McCarthy made such a racket when the Army discharged said 
gentleman honorably although somebody said he was a Communist, 
Nothing I^heard explained why the announced personality did 
not appear and that the Secretary of the Treasury had been 
invited in his stead. Perhaps because I had anticipated 
something quite different by way of entertainment, I found 
the Treasury head mighty poor as a substitute • Be is 
so obviously t big money and unimaginative in everything includ¬ 
ing his office that listening to him seemed like a great waste 
of time. If you heard the program, noticed that 
the Reverend Spivaok was said to be vacationing in Europe, 

I*.m wondering if la Roundtree accompanied him, I haven't 
heard a peep out of or about her in Lol these many months since 
■y Ned Brooks took over, I am wondering if "Meet the Press" has 
any commercial sponsors on the East Coast Depending on 
atmospheric conditions, I get the program 9 from either 
Atlanta, Tulsa or San Antonio but in lieu of selling things 
at the beginning and end of the program, there is usually 
a oy Scout sort of talk about putting out camp fires and 
mu breaking matches in two when in the open in order that forest 

. first may be avoided, I am under the impression this 

program is a popular one and I am asotnished that it isn't 
sponsored unless NBC, recognising it as about the best program 
on its net work, thinks it worth while to sponsor on its 
own hook, v v, -a u 

. . 

. The most tell-tale news item I head during the past 

24 hours had to do with the Quatamla scuffle wherein it was 
. said that the Communist President, recently r esigned, would 

quit the country in his private yacht for New Orleans or Miami, 
Private yachts and Communist leadership seem to make such a 
striking combination,,,,,. 


Tuesday, June 29th, 1954, 
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:/ a' ■•..>! thought I had already sent along the note from the 

Montgomery, Alabama date line some time back, but I 
discovered it today and so enclose it herewith, along 
with a-couple from Bora, r 
tl .• si. I ac-itis 'ivvm to.* j«d i •'« vo\ 

And while I think of it, may I ask if you noticed anything 
in the papers about the final wind-up of the Reynolds-Peglar 
lawsuit, I heard on. the radio yesterday that Reynolds had won 
but the amount of.damages in the half million dollar suit 
had not been determined. Whatever that decision may have been, 

I suppose Peglar will appeal but of. course I am delighted 
regardless that the decision was in favor of Reyonolds, After 
all» it does seem as though there is something heartening in 
the fact that somebody can win a case against a man who for so 
long has been able to sling mud pies.at random at everyone and 
never be slowed up by legal decisions concerning the veratcity 
of his statments, fluug at random from such a vitriolic pen, 

■ h ' « blMoAt aou frcitt U:\aaorow b:j or eo* ft li 

The hot, humid weather continues in these parts, I could 
get nothing over the radio during the past 24 hours Save 
incessant explosions of Chinese t fire crackers out of the radio. 
This noon a high wind took away roof and sidings from buildings 
in the Vinfiled area, some 35 miles north east of here, and 
all day the sun shone through something suggestive of gauae , 

The thermometer "hoovered" around 100 and the humidity was 
.in the same neighborhood although no rain drops cascaded down 
upon us, although there was a 3 inch rainwithin an hour's time 
in the Winfield area, l t ' 

•' v -\c.ad i' cv. • ' o v ■ o \o ito it. at ait :w *v*jo bit© 

I was delighted today when 1 made a round of the gourd 
plantings to disoover one vine on whioh I had found white blosso 
two and a half weeks b a ok, planted hard by little Mias Alberta's 
former workshop. The blossoms had metamorphosed into fruit, 
there were twg little gourds about the siae of base balls and 

... _U.1. . .. . J _ -J.. 1 L ..J <n. . l. V J- _ LI...... 
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one twice the siae of adult's head. The white blossoms indie 
that these areuon a vine brought forth by the Sugar Qourd seed o 
which I spoke some time back, I assume that if in two and 
a ihalf weeks the blossoms can.proceed from nothing to 
fruit of such dimension 4 , the matured fruit after three or four 
months of growth, as between now and ovember, ought to be 
impressive . j . <" 03 ■ t 
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And just as I turned this page, the telephone rang. It 
was from, the heuse of Aswell, giving me the qmswer to the 
question I had just asked, —the financial terms of the Quentin 
Reynolds suit, —#275,000*00 plus $1, 00 * I like the 
former figure very much. It’s so pleasant to know that 
somebody has established the fact that Peglar can t go on 
throwing birc-bats around with impunity• 

t "• aMM.t ii PBOo •>.8 08 b*u ' ._ . 0 $ si b®T 5 »VOOSlb 

The conversation was cut almost before it got well started 
for which I am not sorry since I have heard the Aswell position 
stated at too great length before. And then the 'phone 
rang again and this time is was Joe, calling from Celeste's, and 
explaining that he and J, H. had disagreed on a point and 
asking me to settle the matter, It seems one had declared Dr. Ralph 
Bunch to be an American and the other swore he was not, and I suspect 
it was J. H. who was right for J. H. does more reading and Joe 
more radio listening. Still, I am puzzled as to how anybody 
oould have imagine Dr. Bunch as being anything but ai American, 
y Blue a 63'-' a 1UM H.\ C» JLi' iS^Oe .1.-.. i 01: ■„ 4»V1 

Juanita, I suppose, will be arriving from Texas tomorrow or 
next day, what with Joe deciding they will leave on Friday for 
a vacation in the big road. With nothing to do all summer, 
it strikes me as wonderful that Joe should select the 4th of 
July week end to get in the big road, what with h a lf the country 
of the work-a-day world using that particular week end to 
jam the highways, fill the caravansaries and ologg up travel 
facilities generally. i 1 

• - •> :• :T0i, •. « f it' tb\ .1. X". , Ll li ’• ; a 6i»3 s; 4 

I read a couple more pages from "Cvilization on Trial" and 
liked everything I read. One point Dr. Toynbee made is provocative 
of thoughti mmthanks to a flock of circumstances, contemporary 
man has a concept of Time and Spacein the history of the world 
that is unequalled, what with our knowledge of the entire globe 
and our penetration of civilizations back to the beginning of 
things, and yet, in spite of all this available data, contemporary 
man knows less about the world than did his ancestors of 700 or 
800 years ago when libraries provided a means through the Latin 
tongue to acquaint himself with not the narrow confines of his own lan 
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the amazing civilization of Israel » Greece and Rome and everyone, —on 
this has always amazed me, -everyone was traveling a bout, making 
pilgrimages from Western Europe to Rome and Jerusalem, often on foot, 
circumstanoes that makes child s play of the hazards of contempoary 
travel in war time, nationalism hadn't boxed in our interests 
and the world was a unit, not a vast unknown, as at presesnt, when 
contemporary man is content to %now a little, very little about 
his own limited national entity, . 
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Ihe heat continues and I'm glad we had the Sunday rain for 
everything is growing wonderfully while up and down 
the road where no rain fell, vegetation is languishing, they 

say, . ,5.i l < 

'•*: . •* 1 i c. s 3 ?/■ ii .\utT 

I was glad to hear from Roberta Church today. It 
seems odd that the package I sent her on the same day I 
wrote her a letter, should have been returned whereas my letter 
obviously got through, I left the package in its original 
wrapper and shall simply put another covering over it and 
send it along. - < 

tii boi •>qo \j ll‘ jo mo 

There's a trial going on in town which seems a little 
out of the ordinary. It seems a colored man in town operates 
a saloon and dance hall whioh a group of colored citizens 
are trying to have closed as a public nuiaanoe. The 
colored group is headed by Dr. Johjison, the colored physician, 
who chances to be head of the local Society for the Advancement 
of Colored People • Both the doctors group and the saloon 
operator employed prominent white lawyers of the town to 
handle the controversy. Two white people living in the neighbor i 
of the saloon tell me that it is a perfect nuisance but they 
are f hoping the saloon operator may win regardless since they 
don t like Dr. Johnson because he represents those who 
h a ve long been active in carrying through the support which 
eventuated in the Supreme Court decision of May 17th. I 
find it hilarious, out of personal animosity for what Dr. 

Johnson stands for would rather be worried by the noisey saloon 
than to allow Dr. Johnson the satisfaction of winning his case 
for the betterment of the whole community, white and colored. 

Off hand, I should say, that is a pure case of biting off 
one's nose to spite one's face, 
si soli vsieaoit.' lo mooU ^ oiii ei sm?> c- 

R. B.fs partner, Arthur Watson, is represnting the saloon 
keeper u I must telephone Ora to get full particulars as to 
how the thing is going, as viewed from the inside, 

,-y.si .ii. o- i ojesv. sii'i baiHsonoo aucol oi rass I 1 lla"8 
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I read a couple more pages from the Toynbee opus and 
continued liking it. In his chapter on Islamism, he 
that one distinct contribution Islamic civilisation may make fo 
the welfare of the world at a time when Western civilisation is pre 
dominant, is to inject into other civilisations the Islam stand 
on matters concerning race and alcholhol. Somehow I had beei 
under the impression that Islam was inclined to be pretty fanatical 
but perhaps that is because it's the fanatics who make the 
headlines in any religion and not the middle of the roaders. 

Perhaps there is a segemsntof Islam which w a nts to cast out e ve y- 
body not of their faith but are motivate merely along religious 
lines and not at all by racial. And as Mohamet frowned on 
alcohol, perhaps Islam may convert the members of other 
groups to reject the stuff. Toynbee, in referring to alcohol, 
was stressing the point that while Western civilisation has 

S-,i vi; i? tsoc 'id 'y-'ir r.j -• ■ 

taken over vast stretches of primitive peoples, it has 
permitted its worst representatives to exploit the so-called back¬ 
ward people with wholesale use of alcohol, a brew pretty much 
unknown and once tasted, unctrolable in these newly developed 
or newly opened up regions. 

no - o . - . . . 

He mentions the Anglo-Saxon races as the present dominant 
factors in Western civilisation and points out that they seem to 
be the ones who have instinictvely underlined racial 
differences, widening the gap rather than closing it. He 
contrasts this tendency with the Islamic absence of racial feeling, 
and I find myself wondering if, in comparing these fact, we 
should do so by using Christianity and Islamreligion, or if, 
in citing the Anglo-Saxana as the leaders in Christian Western 
groups, we should not also set forth the Islamic races rattier 
than the. religion in making clear these differences. 

• - , 

One peculiarity of Toynbee, it seems to me, although ± 
haven't paid much attention to the point, is the feet that 
almost every time he mentions Africa, he sets an adjective m front 
of it, ~~always the same adjective, ~~"equitorial . Perhpas 
in his mind all Africa is equatorial. Be that as it may, he is 
sometimes a little mia-leading in the use of this adjective, since, 
for me at least, I think of that section only of African 
as crossed by the Equator when "equatorial Africa is mentioned, 
whereas the au thor obviously means the whole continent, as for exam 
when using some such phrase as "wheh. European countries threw their 
net completely around equatorial Africa"^. 

J 

Well, I seem to have converted this memo into a literary eveni 
and I fear it has been a dull one at best. By tomorrow, 
when this goes forward, you will be on the verge of your impending 
holiday. I hope it will be so restful and so nice....... 
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How nice to find two letters from Lyme in the morning's 
m a il, one by regular post, one by air. 

-•* C ' • v. - - ' > ' ■ V- X <*, ' CV > '\^y, V»0 0‘ '• - 

I had hoped there would be something from Bock Hall, too. 
Perhaps it will come tomorrow, I hope. 

(o ‘o ••• >• 2 v ■ ou' oA no\ ftA.ort.'". • 

And how kind of you to send me along the Anne O'Hare McCormick 
clipping. Juanita arrived thisafternoon and I shall have her read 
it to me over the coffees cups in the morning. 

■ W i v 'i V ■ ft:.- i 

I had cfiticipated your surprise at the date line in the letter 
from the Little One. That he, from here, should have arrived in sUcJ 
place, is turly remarkable, I think. Tou know his mama, Zelma, and 
you recall his picture holding the elephant ear, so you are practical 
acquainted, and to think that of qll the places in the w orld he migh' 
have found himself and then to have that place slap on the natal 
neighborhood of little Miss Lee is something by way of coincidence tl 
only little Miss Lee and Lestan will ever be able to appreciate to 
the fullest although I can well imagine the fun you had in acquai ntix 
your girl friend with the particulars. 

In sorry,that the message from that quarter to you so recently 
was of the nature it was. Somehow it must have had a telling way of 
bringing forth a flock of memories, some of which were bound to be 
on the somber side. And I don't mind telling you it brought 
into sharp focus to my own memory many a vignette of wintry days 
long ago and yet and at the same time, I must say that in those 
thoughts I found that seeds had geminated which were to bring forth 
the most precious fruits I have known. How paradoxical and how true 
so often suffering seems to beget wisdom and that mm unsuspected 
joys sometimes have a way of issuing forth from deepest sorrows. 

.xSiic ynsu t ,\o iritogiitt oAfr \o ec - :.«w*i£ n \.o 

And may I thcnk you for having given me the quotation from 
the Smitherman letter which was much clearer to me in this easier 
reading. And what a pleasant coincidence that we both should have 
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been writing about Helen Keller at about the same time. The 

description you gave the the film made it just as clear to me as 

thought I had wintnessed it. And what a perfect person in Katherine 

Cornell to do the script. You mention that Hiss Keller is 

74 and I was impressed, for I guess I had never realised so many years 

had slipped along since I had read her biography. ini 

friVfc 

And may I thank you for mentioning the absence of the Montgomery 
letter from my enclosures. It is of no importance but I did want you 
to have it and, as covered in a nemo of yesterday or the day before, I 
did chance upon.it end sent^it along. Another letter from the same 
hand came in today's post and I shall enclose it herewith or under 
separate cover, as chance nay have it. For I do also want to send 
along Mrs. Brandon'sletter concerning Windy Hill Manor which is hi 

certainly heartache for those who love historic old homes. I hope 
not toe many letters to Miss Elizabeth from Lestan survived the 
clean up although I must say I'n not much concerned either way. It 
does seem strange that Mrs. Moore so seldom takes pen in hand to advis v 
me on such matters as the Windy Hill business. I gather Mrs. Brandon 

m mm . • If * r • I A t . f » *.H J — _ 


in under the impression Mrs. Moore does write me but I m glad is* 

Miss Hellie took the trouble to quote from Mrs. Moore's letter to her di 
as much as she did. < » ’t s- 

. v u: ^ iL'^O9*^ ii 0 \ 

Some time back, I wrote M r s. Moore, asking if people outside 
Hatches would be welcomed as members of the Histocial Society and 
that I was making the inquiry because I knew of several people 
in Louisiana, Texas, etc., whose dues would help fill the coffers of i c 
the Society, and that I should be glad to write to these people 
if the Society wished me to or, if they preferred, I would send a list o 
of names to the Hatches organisation. That was months ago. As f yet 
I haven't heard a peep. Of course I wrote Mrs. Moore on Mother s Hay 
a iid again on her birthday in.June but the two latter letters are too z 

recent to call for a response so soon. 

»c • ■ ' >o ’ ro ' hi:' ♦'.v ' ''**■ • 1 itir. u 

It occurs to me that I might to well from a publicity point i t 


of view for the Hatches area, to present a set of three plates to 
the Historical Society at their October meeting, providing the 
Hatches Democrat with a glossy print of one of the plates, together 
wiih some particulars. Since the meeting of the first autumn 
session of the Society will be worthy of newspaper copy, the presence 
of a likeness of the gift might offer a very subtle means of getting 
the merchandise before the publicWe might as well face it that 
Mrs. Moore is a mighty frail reed to lean on in such a matter that wou 
benefit both her side and ours in such an approach to the press, but nui 
recognizing that weakness and lack of dependability on her part, we ca 
adjust our course accordingly and perhaps come through with something 
that will be satisfactory regardless• My day has been so happy, thank 
to the post from Lyme...... 
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Memorandum : 

^ r i . ■ v- ■ , o W 1 i 0:' r. 'V .1,, 

How nice to find your letter of the 88tfi in today's post. 

I only rjegret that, in a way I stole the whole noon hour but in 
the same breath, I must admit am facing a ~hpppy week end because 
of the sacrifice on your part. * 

, .. • ,A- v 4 ;' u ■. : c ■ «*>'• ;~ is:. •. \ l * 

And may I pin a great big Oak leaf cluster on you for having 
straightened out thecopyright business so thoroughly. Thanks 
to your industry, we Jioth now can comprehend what it is all about 
with all clarity, —a sensation arrived at with vast difficulty throw, 
the printed instructions or whatever that are issued by the copyright 
bureau. 

U-. j' o*iw t>£ a-v*-. Iii ;‘.a \ t... iv.'. eitoi 

I subscribe to all your suggestions but would ask if you 
think ii easy for you, that all the papers be sent me at a single 
go-round in order that you may submit aLl of these at the same time 
to Vie copyright office. As I see it, there is no rush in any of thii 
since I believe this can be sent Washington any time up to the 
release date of the merchandise, -*that. is on or about October 1st. 
But I recommend the filing of these three at the same time merely 
thinking it might be more convenient to you or for you, as it makes 
not the slightest difference to me. 

t y. .)*. & • . .vi . us c M « - ■ ■ x . .'.-.".or 

I think your suggestion regarding the enumeration of the differed 
houses appearing on the different plates is excellent *or your 
information f rattle them off herewith, —or perhaps I would do bette\ 
to jot them down on a separate sheet of paper in order that you do no’ 
» have to drag this bout with you. 

i 8 V WO .1 • o\\ ?4*fr 

Off hanf, it would seem to me that it would be much simpler if 
phQtographs instead of plates be submitted with the application, and 
which ever you feel is better suits me to a T. Forgive me for 
pushing more labors on to your' Shoulders, but may I ask if the 
three applications and three photographs could not be mailed directly 
fVW.¥dhhattan to Washington without having to go around the Melrose 
triangle. 
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I sincerely appreciate your expression of opinion rgarding the 
relative merits of the photographs, —the sheer design versus the 
finished plate, and I cm glad to be guided by your advise in the matter 
and doubly so as my opinion wouldn't be worth much, especially as 
regards the one covering the entire plate, it is all so vague to my visi 
If the little antique lamps in the cartouches show up at aLl, they might 
suggest a pleasant link with the same motif in the border design, 

And while still on the matter of photographs, I am wondering if 
a regular photograph of the conventional size, carrying three plates 
in the print, would mean anything if reproduced in print, — 
sa-jPlate No, 1 in the middle while No, 2 and No, 3 would appear to right 
and left, —and only in the finished plate. After you have seen the fin 
work, —the plates themselves, you can readily determine if the designs 
in such small proportions would mean anything, —or nothing, 

i ;• V.-..V fci'. U ., -rr !> 1 iitvk 

While I think of it, I wanted to ask about the need or no need for 
a notary in filing the application, Prpu the sample form you so 
thoughtfully provided for me, I could- find nothing to indicate that ther 
was any request for a notary^s signature 9 As indicated before, it would 
he as easy as pie for me to get three Jofrn HenryS' attached to the three 
applications but ntturally, I shall not go into that if none is called J 
If you will advise me on this point whenever we get a round to the matter 
I shall be so grateful to you, * 

; ?.9 ..V Vo i uc, • • n i 'Mic-i-c, 

I regret the absence of a secretary at the moment, enabling me to r 
through your letter again to check against all points but I hope I have 
responded to all, I -shall run through your letter again over the week e 
shall append responses if I have forgotten any, 

■ ' ■ ' ' ■ . ■ 

The Joe Henrys got off for Washington and where ever about Q this 
morning, A letter to Celeste from the 3, , seniors, stated that 

only the seniors will come up for the week end, arriving tomorrouj mo min 
It, seems the heat is too strenuous for S, * junior, which I don t under 
stand but which I shall question not at all, 

•\i>in Hi . 'vi. f. ■’ \)*i• ;• j;o w'•••' • - ' . 

Tonight I am holding the though that tomorrow's post may bring 
the finished sketch of Plate No, 1, and if so, I shall get it off 
in the same out-going mail with this letter. It would be so nice if 
you might receive it while you are comparatively free, 

Vo • Oi V Ci .Uli 'U:.> . j.i Li i-SO 1 .., '■■ 30 3 i* . ■ .'31 

And so I let tonight's little chat come to o close, after which 
I shall make the list of the houses and attach to this memo and then tur 
to the Tender leaf section and my elegant glasses,,,,,, 

it i "i j 
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Design is lovely 
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trust copyright notice, —Cwithin a circle, 
can be introduced at edge of design. 
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Memorandum : 


)4 ' ''-10 lOO 


I find myself wondering why I always thing of the 
4th of July as the middle of the summer whereas it is 

actually just the beginning # 

_ 

Thus far the week end has been remarkably quiet _«.and 
may the good work go on. * * 

• V . *r' ' ^ 4 \ . f • . * ( ' I 

I think I mentioned that the junior S. S.'s decided not 

to come . ?he senior S. ,'s arrived .about H and accordingly 

were here in ample time to break bread at the noon day meal • 

• 

Incidentally, I could have batted the McCooks who repeated tht 
11 o'clock visit for visiting guests, —this one from New York 
named, - of all things, mm Burnpstead, Two or three weeks ago 
I had pushed them through the traces in a hurry and they r ecallei 
the episode • T told them we still ate at 11:30 and suggested we 
get on our way. At 11:45, as^they were heading fot the side gatt 
they insisted I le a ve them and so ‘avoid missing my 8oup, fonderf\ 
considerate, I thought, -and the more so because they insisted on 
and chatting with the S . S.'s for which I could have batted them 
How people have such nerve, I cannot imagine, and I can't lay it 
to dumbness < 4 * 

• * . 

Frances Henry, well on her way to normalcy, came down for d\ 
and afterward we all went for a look-see at the gardens # I 
suppose it was a little after 2 when I got back to Yucca and the\ 
found, — and to my astonishment ^.^first Helen and then Caroly n . 
Helen had been to Marshall and picked up Carolyn and the two of 
them were heading for New Orleans • They said they might be 
back here on Minday . Carolyn said Irma had told her while in 
Marshall that the reason the Hollywood house had been closed befi 
la Storm and Kay were ready to q uit California was because Kay 
was developing such a cross, disagreeable way with la Storm 9 I 
suppose that accounts for the pseude water trip home that never 
developed since probably there was no intention to go by sea in 
first place, merely to get rid of making the trip with la Storm • 


I 
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Carolyn said it is her understanding that 1Ur, and Mrs, 

Storm adipted Kay qS they had no child of their own and that 
by his will Mr, Storm left his estate in two parts, one to the 
widow, one to the adopted child, I j 0 f n yO u t n holding the 
thought that the train trip across the continent did something f 
Kay's head, but, it probably will take more than that, Poor 
la Storm, 

Five colored boys in the air force, stationed in Mew York, , 
down to Cane Biver for the week end, One of the youths whose 
mother lives in Brook± vn was drowned this noon when he dove of 
springboard on the Melrobe bridge t -~the side toward St, Augusti 
4s I understand it, Peter and Ezra dragged for him, using a barb 
and got him out 'within a matter of minutes but although the 
mbulance with all accoutrements arrived shortly, the boy could 
ie revived, \ / *. 

I got a chance to read some of Bernard de Voto s Course of 
Empire It would not be a popular book, I think but 
it aoeb far in presenting a comprehensive pi j 'ire 
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And now I notice that the ribbon failed to reverse a 
paragraph tr two back, and so I shall repeat as best I can, 

I was speaking of Bernard De koto's Course of ^mpire• 

In it he speaks of the custom of the Spanish in Mew Mexico in 
the late 1600's and early 1700's t to carry a statue of the 
Virgin Mary in their religious processions o»d that the 
Indians were want to style the Spanish Saint "La Coquistadora • 
That is one that Dora is going to love. 

And then I went on to remark that when your friend, A, Scou 
the reader, got around to doing the &panish-French approach 
of empires, he pronounced the word, Natchitoches, —to my 
astonishment, just exactly as do the citizens of that city, 

I call that really a stroke of linguistic genius # I have 
run across the name of the same place in other books, read by 
other artists, but none o them came within miles of 
the colloquial twist. 

But I did want to mention in pn rticular that 
De Voto twice refers to the founding of Matchitoches and 
each time he gives the date as 1715 # This seems to veer in the 
direction of my imppression that it*was some time prior to 
1714 although but one digit in that direction. 

Perhaps I shall write the authorto inquire his source material 
for the date, I should really like to get the real date 

settled in my own mind once and' for all, 

* c* 

j4s for the enclosure, it s peaks for itself and if you can 
make any sense out of it, you are welcome to it. As for 
myself, it strikes me as a splendid example of nonsense 
and a shining examplar of just how cockeyed 
a figment of fact can be twisted into falsity and 
nothingness, 

And now, if you will pardon me, I shall call it a day and 
turn to an eelegant glass of Tender Leaf,,,,,,,, 
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The balance of the holiday week end was as quiet and peaceful 
as the portion covered by yesterday's memo, It was 
clear of sky and higb of temperature and people passing this 
way weren t many, 

** - 

Celeste telephoned me at 1:15, appealing for aid in a tour 
for three or four people who had come unannounced, —old friends, and 
she was trying to rig things up for invited guests, And so I was 
delighted to ,aid a lady in distress and an hour later, I handed the 
uninvited guests into their car just as Celeste 1 s bidden biddies 
arrived, 

ojW i *.j' 1 nac^oq \o h ;.‘8 eiiVfr 

And then I returned to Tucca to resume gardening, only to find 
Carolyn and Helen on the front gallery awaiting me, They must 
h a ve come in the front gate as I pushed the pilgrims out the side, 

, K V.’\ • V tiort i< ..... . j:-.. > C 

Veil, the Waco~Marshall contingent reported a fine jaunt to 
the. Cresoent City, y They didn't see the Melilens as they were 
. in Haiti and they didn't see the Segleous but Carolyn talked with 

Bob, They seem to have hit it off well together and compared 
mtfi y notes on a variety of subjects apparently # Caroly digressed 
a t this point long enough to remark that she felt instinctively that 
Caroline Bormon was inclined to be jealous of me and I told her she 
was quite correct in said assumption, She said the thought flashed 
through her mind as she talked with Bob whowas beating tthe drum 
in prasie of Lestan, Poor Caroline, forever lining on the borders of 
first rate friendships and never quite sensing the glory because 
she isn't quite capable 0 f perfecting her own ties with others, 

Ksv. «. t\ A t 8Jt4 j a$.'o& 10I • a'taA efrj;<At\ s-i \„o is a**.* fruoo 

Helen has never met Bora but through correspondence has 
come to feel a measure af admiration and asked me if I thought 
Bora would enjoy knowing somebody or other, —an old friend of Helene's, 
in the Norman area, I told her I thought it imperative on her 
part to give the two gentlemena push, letting them decide if there 
might be any mutual attraction, 

■J : r, V : . ■ ~ Ht O' V. . -■ . ■ 

3 . The half hour slid along speedily and then the ladies were 

gone and I could get on with my gardening. It was a pleasant 
little, contact and just long enough to suit all around, I think, for 
they had much taveling to do and I found it too hot for random chatterir 
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Tuesday, July 6th, 1954, 
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I shall mark down this holiday as the first I have known in 
the past decade and a half that no nail was forth coning, —— 
the one holiday in the year I was nost eager for the postman 
to make his rounds, since I had been holding the thought over the 
week end that the item from Rock Hll might cone^through, 

Perhaps it will come to the surface in tomorrow s double 
dip, and if so, I shall get it into the nail as the man leaves 
so it nay wing its way along to you promptly • 

.a, «■ aiao'jCi bflo vtui nscut * - 

tff<r\w A if fh*? mq it net 
<• 4 * ** • J * - •* Vi 

In the botanical section, I was inpresed by the 
advance of the season by the presences of lovely pale purple 
flowers among the baby bananas, It seemed a little early for the 
Orinoco giants to begin unfolding their handsome red—leather 
looking petals but I looked anyway and Lol there they were, already 
dointf business , Perhaps in the past I have indicated the 
general size of the petals which are just about the length of 
this sheet of paper I am holding the thought that the 
air planes may not be called upon to dust the cotton too soon 
in order that the embryo bananas now forming, may not be 
knocked out of commission by the R, R, T, spread from on high, — 
so devastatingto persimmons, pears, bananas and so on. It is such 
a pleasure to be able to show the unfolding pjstals and the 
forming of the fruit to passers-bye, for few people, in or 
out of Louisiana, have seenthis unusual manifestation of nature, 

' >. . . • 1 j . • 

I suppose people in South Louisiana never pause long enough 
to observe doings in the banana section. Some people say 
the local plants are more luxuriant than those farther South, but 
this seems odd, siJice the soil in South Louisiana must be just 
as rich and surely the heat and humidity are greater in that 
region, 

■ 

I shall be most careful not to let Eugene, the clerk, learn 
bout the status of the plants here, Eor some time, he has been 
fiddling with some plants by the store and advmising me on the 
proper handling of such matters, It would depress him exceedingly 
in view of ■ all this talk if he should discovered that in reality 
the ones on this side of the road are flourishing more mightily 
than those on his side. 
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Sow nice to find your Friday letter in today's post, 
and how kind of you te take time out in what must have been 
the last minute rush 1 before heading North to pen me such a 
delectable line. 
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I am holding the thought that the week end weather was f a vora 
~nd that your Tuesday's return was over road that were no 
longer digged iy post 4th traffic. 

In today's post caste a Rock Hall letter explaining everything 
so far as our expectations were concerned concerning the dw a ddling 
final pen and ink sketch of plate So, 1, I understand 
perfectly how impossible it is for la Cowperthwaite to 
give a precise date 'for the sending of the desired item but I 
do wlsh she had let us know of the illness in the beginning 
so that we might have dismissed the whole thing from our minds so 
far as your holiday io a s concerned, I am so afraid y ou timed your 
return to town earlier than you would have had this matter 
not been hanging fire and that probability of 
cutting short your outing depresses me much, and doubly so 
since nothing actually happened to require your rush back, 

• V 

•• j> Q n V a V 'V'TiXC *T Xij V At f t a Is C a 

But new with the uncertainty of the arrival of the sketch, 

I have given up qll plans to do anything about publicity until 
we have rounded up the thing conveniently, —and our own con¬ 
venience is 'going to be the thing. And so let us assume that 
eventually it does come through a nd when it does, I shall send it 
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A svelt, orange-golden new moon rests lightly in the top of 
the west bamboo hedge, I think I shall take Mr, Re ■ oto on^to the 
gallery, along with an elegant glasss of Tender Leaf, and I 11 be 
imagining as though Lyme were just along side . 


a long to you And its arrival will cause you no augmentation of 
speed whatsoever, Just keep it for days t if that is more conveni 
until such a title as you wilj have had a chance to leok it over, 
have it photographed 0 jk* don t p ush yourself or the photographer 
in that matter either. And then whenever it is convenient for 
you to send it along to Rock H a ll * just do so and then the 
m a nufacturing can begin. That is’alvaVS. a comparatively quick 
job and therefore the merchandise will reach me in all good time 
plenty to spare. As for the use of the photos, I shall make use 
when they get 'Jitd I see no point in anyone breaking his neck 


a o’ 
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to g»ct them turned out in a hurry since they cannot arrive in 
time for the Pilgrimage publicity anyw a y but will be here in more 
than ample time for whatever independent printing may seem 
justified, .And so, I pray your forgiveness for the disappointment 
of the present week and I urge yon to let the sketch rest for 08 long 
as you please in your care before so much as giving it a second 
glance, As a matter of fact, so far as thing a re concerned from 
the present viewpoint, it would be just as well for all three 
photographs to be bade at the same time, since , because of the 
present re-adjustment of the schedule, they will all be made use of 
at a bout the same time. 

Yes, it’s'a great pity, poor Mrs* Stirling having had to under¬ 
go so many trials f one piled on top of the ottyer in such rapid 
succession, Testerd a y j n chatting with Helen I remarked that 
if we must find some advantage in multiple disasters, the one thing 
which sometimes appears to be worthy of thanfulness i$ the fact that 
often after so many hardships, bottom is reached and a rise 
straight ahead begins operating as a sort of Divine compensation 
for the concentrated "miseres" bestrewing one's path, It would 
seem Helen is so definitely getting back to her old self, I am 
holding the thought that Hiss Josie may be headed in the same 
direcilthQugh I have leaned heavily on the assumption that 
the Feliciana plates would roll faster through arrangements made 
in the St, Francisville area with her, still I am going ahead 
in collecting my data for this item rega dless, An initial number 
could be disposed of without her participation in the sale but 
I am hoping good lyck will attend her recuperation and that 
she may be able to participate inguiding a generous stream 
of this 1 creation into proper channels, 
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1 shall send this memo by air mail, thinking you may hav it 
by Friday and so save yourself the unnecessary feeling of 
having to consult 906 on Saturday), I a » still so regretful 
that y ou plans for this week have undoubtedly been so shattered throu 
feeling you should attend on the matter which illness prevented Rock 
from fulfilling, 
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And now to the mail and after than and another si 
the gallery with Jean de La J ontaine who, I think, 
Tender Leaf as much as I . 


would enjoy 
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Wednesday, July 7th, 1954, 
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4»id so I marched to the Post Office this morning at the 
usual hour, bearing yesterday's air mail for you. The 
postman had chosen today to appear earlier than usual and thus 
I found myself forced to jump crooked when I saw the unexpected 
package from Rock Hall which I w a s determined I would get off 
by air to you by the Same post if I had to hobble the postman 
while I cast a quick glance at the final sketch. 
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My examination at best wds a quick one but as near as I 
could make out, the details werd alright, I must confess, however, 
I never could find the copyright insignia. And so I indicated 
a pproval on a separate sheet, mentioning the copyright thing, 

and so re-wrapped and headed the thing in your direction, I am 
so glad that the air mail letter accompanied the package for I 
am hoping that my admonition contained therein may impell you to 
make the examination leisurely and the trips to the photographer 
equally so. Time is important, but not so important as 
consideration for the humna being and I continue to hold the 
thought that you are not letting this *chore push you unmercifully, 

As near as I can make out, the air mail letter and the packagt 
should reach you about Friday, 'T am Hoping this will afford an 
opportunity to glance at the finished sketch leisurely, and since 
the photographer will not be opengd on Saturday, you may 
accomplish the matter during the middle of the week which 
will certainly be ample, 

I had enclosed the R ock Hall letter in my memo, and I suppose 
you gathered, as did I, that it might be some time before business 
on the several sketches would get going again. Frankly I was 
floored at the sight of the package, I am writing Rock Hall 
tonight that I am ‘sending the sketch directly to you and that it 
will be forwarded by you directly to Hock Hall next week, 

, t Vv- w 4 ..... 

It goes without saying that I shall be consumed with 
impatience to learn if you like the coposition, when it reached 
you and what observations you may have to offer that I may be guide 
in laying out the Feliciana number which, I hope, may 
cm/on, nic.lv U a ItU "I'T... 

.qats Li S.'M 94 'S 
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You may have heard me speak of Aunt Lottie Dreyfus, aunt of 
Ette and Joe Levy, old citizens of Nathciothces, Aunt Lottie was 
buried today, and her death surprised more than one person as everyon < 
had somehow a ssumed she would outlive her nephew and niece, both 
of whom have alw a ys experienced dubious health while their aunt 
always gave the impression of boundless health, The grandparents 
come to Natchitoches from Nancy, France, and are the only people I 
ever hard of hailling from there. It seems to me I have known so 
m a ny people coming from Dijon and that neighborhood but nobody from 
Ndncy. ' 


Thursday, July 8th, 1954, 
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I understand Louisiana is building a new State library to house 
Essae Uae and her department, Somebody said today that J, H, goes 
to New Orleans on the morrow, returning to Baton Rouge on Friday 
fo+ a Library Board meeting when plans for the new building will be 
examined * Frankly, I cannot restrain a smile when I think of 
Essae Uae and J, H, pondering the plans, what with neither of 
them possessed of the slightest aptitude for such matters, 

I'm a little more than half through with "Course of pire" 

I find its account of the endless Indian tribes from the Finger 
Lakes to Hudson B a y a nd their interminabledispoiling of each other's 
lands to be a study which is exhaustive and probably of scant appeal 
to the average reader, The stupidity in human relations as manifested 
the most advanced tribes isapalling, The murder and torture that 
they practiced not only a gainst whites but each otherseems incredible 
For instance f you capture somebody, tear out one of his finger nails, 
put a hot coal on the place so it will swell up speedily and then 
let the children chaw on it it bursts # Then tear off 

another nail, etc,, * etc, Like the negro brought from African and 
sold into American slavery, so the Indian, I guess was probably 
better off when the whites finally had subdued him and clipped his 
wings fa $o far as making it impossible for him to wander aimlessly 
gbout the world, getting little or no good out of it and making life 
miserable for those with wHojj he came in contact, 

As I pursue this Indian business around the Great Lakes area, and it 
endless, I keep thinking of Caroline waxing sentimental about the 
fate of the poor red man and Lylebrushing the whole business aside am 
sayingi "If it's about hill billies or Indians, don t tell me, 
for I'm not interested in either," 
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And I must say the remarkable civilization of the Incas of Peru 
seems the more admirable and wonderful as one contemplates its heights 
c» dconaiders the savagery of the North American brand, I suppose 
the organization of the individual hujan faculties and so on forward 
to the organization ofthe combined faculties of groupss are 
but steps along the road to Civilization and apparantly the 
Northern Indians, \aith rare exceptions, never got around to ake 
the initial step,,,,,. 
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Memorandum : 

» 

I have snipped off the edge of a n Orinoco petal which I shall 
enclose herewith or under separate cover. It will provide you with the 
length of the petal which is about 7 or 8 inches wide, coming to a point 
at the end away from the base. Unless it chdi ges coloring and consistency 
en route, you will notice it is red and i» texture puts one a bit in mind 
of leather or perhaps more like a synthetic rubber and thereto something 
Qbout its odor that reminds me of synthetic rubber, toe, I do so 
much talking about the Orinoco, I thought this clipping might give 
you a clearer idea of what its general make up actually is, 
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Th a nks to no virtue to which I can lay claim, I am expecting to 
do much desk work tonight. Late this afternoon big old black 
clouds piled up off in the direction of the Joyous Coast, The 
thermometer stood at 1 06 but the breezes developing in the storm 
center sent the mercury down to the mid 80's which was a great 
help. It tried so hard to rain and yet in spite of much tonnerre, 
not a drop was forthcoming. But the local breezes,must have been 
the dying w a ves of brisk winds in the storm center where, I assume, 
trees must have been toppled for the electricity came to a full 
halt. And so we are without water, lights, cooling system, 
radio and reading machine • Relieved, therefore, of all these potential 
distractions, I am determined to whack off a stack of mail, 
not through cpy impulse in that direction but simply because there's 
nothing else to do, 

' 1 • .*• „o - . >i; vo c u* j dri:■»» oo •-t'uiooo , j 1 

As I wrote the date line, I was reminded that it is tomorrow that 
the butterfly lilies are want to make their bow usually. But unlike 
their Orinoco neighbors, they are dwaddling this year and as yet 
I haven t so much as seen anything suggesting a bud It's odd how these tw 
plants, both so definitely sub-tropical, can vary so much in their joint 
schedules and how one year the one will get so far out ahead of the other, 

- ■ 

You will find Mrs, Moore's accou nt of the state of things at Vindv Hil 
an excellent one, eU&n though the subject matter be deplore able, I 
am both surprised and delighted that she got a round to write for this 
affords me an excellent opportunity to acknowledge her letter and in so 

• » • » » 0 *\ 
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doing, I shall take the opportunity to inquire about the date of 
the first meeting of the Historical Society this autumn, which, if I 
remember correctly f rom Madam Marco's earlier letter, will 
probably take place some time in October, That will be perfect for 
presenting the historical plates to the Society • I shall e 

not mention plates but merely remark that I expect to have some 
material to offer to the Society and, in doing that, I shall be able 
to stick my nose into something else which is none of my business, — 
making a subtle suggestion that the Society have some permanent meeting 
place and a repository for c/iy gifts that friends or members might care t 
make, As yet, nobody has intimated where the meetings are being 
held byt I shall suggest that I should think the Priest's House 
would be an ideal place • In the first place, it is an historic building 
in itself, therebye providing a sympathetic setting, And in the 
second place, it belongs to the G a rden Club and therefore one of its 
upper floors might be accorded to the Society as its home, the rent 
being nothing more than a token payment and the taxes, if any, on the 
property appropriately reduced since the building is thus being given ove 
as a civic gesture of good will to a< non-prof it making organisation , I a; 
not sure Mrs • Moore could grasp the advantages of such an arrangement, 
and as she has a tendency to cling to whatever matter currently 
interests her, talking herself out of glimpses a t most promising vistas, 
she may not catch or comprehend the merits, if any, of the above 
suggestion, but sometimes the seed, disregarded at the time of its 
sowing, comes into notice at some later time when a sliver of 
time intervenes between all consuming enthusiasms and perhaps 
something like that may happen in this instance • If I can get a response 
from her giving me the date of the October meeting, I shall adjust 
my sails accordingly and perhaps the occasion of the presentation of 
the plates may serve to provide publicity at just the proper pre¬ 
holiday season, • .. 

It just occurs to me that the owners of The^eomcrat make their 
home at Elgin Plaitation which is on the Pigllgrimage Garden Club and 
There might be some advantage in making the initial presentation of the 
plates to the Pilgrimage Club for whatever publicity there is in it, and 
then m a ke the presentation to the Historical Society later • Veil, we shal. 
see • How odd that no one in Hatches knowing a bout such matters can find 
push Mapeslous to relate, the electric current has just been restored a nd 
so a ll the temptations to dilly-dally fall in upon me with a single jump • 
ut I think I sh a ll resist th% temptation and start in on some mail 
Besides, my "Course of Empire volume has just reached the Lewis 
and Clark expedition and as I have done that continental crossing before, 

I think I can resist embanking on it for at least another couple of 
hours ,,... 


Friday, July 9th, 1954, 

to \iilfc. L :!o o.ooI twJ cko bi>' • emooe J i 

>• v .. , s*’.i aiAjj i a: .. !-oa iini c-a ■vf. a. \ 

. • . • • 

,.u. iVj s • v-U ; Vi n ■ 

, iiu ..'T&»'• • “I C Ti9*W C . 

Memorandum : t .. . • y 

• , -is ■ • i*r. nws ji- o 8*oa'-’ OiAi now ttijjtyc. 

First off, I owe an apology to the butter fly lily depart¬ 
ment when I accused them yesterday of dwaddling unmercifully this 
year - Today I re-examined the situation and found several 
swelling buds wfyich will probably begin unfolding flowers within 
the next few days, And so at worst, they will have 
"missed the bus" by but a modest margin, 

v.. !.’(o vjii 5 oit', r,« vkop 0 8". v- >'s 

The fact that when I re-read a book and discover this 
or that point missed in the first reading, sets me to wondering 
‘ how many times and from how many angles one may study a problem 

or a chapter in history and end up by discovering that the subjec 
matter one has supposed to have been thoroughly covered 
over and over again turns out to have new vistas and pertinent 
aspects never recognised in previous thourneys through the 
8ame land • t .. y 

A case in point is data which probably is old in books I hav . 
read in the past but^which is new to me through the medium of the 
Be Voto opus which I am currently exploring . 
y •. , ■ - . 

c ‘ I 

For instance, I don t recall having read before that 
the Louisiana Purchase, although wonderfully effective and final, 
the real estate transfer is concerned, was in reality an illegal 
business and that if anybody, —any country, had ever had suffici i 
power to bring it to an International Court which did not exist a 
the time, the transfer could never in this world have been made, 
It seems the King, r -and more important, the Queen of Spain 
wanted to have their son-in-law made King of Tuscany, and 
. Hapoleon, then controlling Italy, offered to grant their wish if » 

would convey Louisiana to him, —Napoleon, The treaty effecting 
this business emphatically set forth that if France, after accept 
Louisiana ,, should ever try to convey it to any other power, the 
initial treaty would automatically become null and void and Louis' 
ana would revert thereupon to Spain, 

3 v ' , •: 'toVUv B0**\ •••*:• ooitt 81 fr i 

a \\o iootri tetffli Bdocouto tuo»\ - •At 

..... . t o\ Juts'; ^£<iuh\ 1 f l|»* 






I 




U 4 U 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M"3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




6810 


6811 


'.'vtJvl'CA. t 




i 

Jr '3991 

«3* V J 

e 


1 4 « 

\jjii9t 


sc hi09 


And quite aside from this first breaking of contract, 
it seems there was another loop hole which legally voided the 
transfer to the United States, and that was the fact that to mak 
thing legal from the angle of France, the transfer would have to 
be ratifi d by the Peers, —and the thing was never so much as s 
mitted to their consideration, 

Nevertheless, as we all know, the transfer was made and ent 
Spain nor the Peers could ever get to first base by protesting, 
neither had anything to back up their disapproval • 

i'obr. :.o " v o 'V.-:. r. V 

And then there's another thing : —I suppose I had always 
taken it as a matter of course that Jefferson, after 
the Louisi ana Purehase, organised and sent out the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition • It seems, however, 
that three months prior to any one having the vaguest 
dream that anything like a Purchase was in the offing, 
either in Washington or Paris, Jefferson was preparing 
Lewis for the journey, on the realisation that America 
was spilling over into the Mississippi Valley regardless 

ond that sooner or later America would do well to 

know w hat the place (fas all about and by going early to find 

the Western passage, have the priority rights against 

British claims and Spanish notions , Of two things I 

should not be surprised, — first, that none of this can be of 

the slightest interest to axyone, and secondly t y 0 u may well 

have stumbled over the identical particulars in your own 

reading in this or other sources, But I pass it along 

regardless since I always find it fun to share enthusiasm 

with you, even in cases where the claims to interest may appear 

pretty doubtful, 

)\ i i'v J",t50v jHISJJ' K» oJ J >»**••• '19 'I. 

The hot weather continues and everything apparently 
rocking along peacefully » A West Point class mate of 
little Stephen, —he now is stationed at West Point, passed 
this way with his wife and two children, - 2 and 3» They 
were the usual.uncontrolled youngsters and somehow they 
succeeded in locking us all out of Yucca, requiring quite a bit 
carpentry to get us back in againTouring with 2 year olds in 
July is a wonderful idea to start with, I should 3ay off hand, 

. 

It is nice hearing from California• I must say Irma is 
a nice person, But the hour advances and I must knock off some 
mail I am frankly impatient for the Tender Leaf hour,,,,. 


Sunday, July 11th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 


■z — hoJdi: titer 1' 

ju Ji£oq ni Jiisqa 

I \ o sjOHSt. Y . .9 9? 4 IS 

rtiijg i JiSO’tUcJsa'T adousY aAJ 

. V * 

ra.vulis aa bUio MoiJiaoa hi- ‘a 


I can't think why I was surprised, but I was when 
the rough sketches,for plates o,8, 2 and 3 came back 
for approval in Saturday's post, 

x . i i Iwone \o 

At best, I can only guess that the primary correction 
had been achieved, —the placing of the cartouches at the top. 

The work is so subtley set forth in an exceedingly hard 
pencil that I can but guess, ^through the interpretation 
of an assistant, how the balance of,, the coposition shapes up. 

The dominance by the Melrose and the Longwood houses I had 
envisioned did not emerge, I think, and for some reason, — 
and there may be a good one but I cannot think of it, Devereux 
and Hope Farm have been reversed in their original positions, — 
at the right of the sketch. This really doesn't matter much, 
for although I had originally sketched them to come in geographic< 
sequence, nobody will think of that and so I shall not protest 
with great vehemence, The copyright insignia seems to have been 
inserted at just the proper place near the edge of the 
design in the lower right hand section, I shall 
write a letter making a few recommendations tonight and 
send the thing off in the morrow's post, I suppose we 
m a y expect the final inked in sketch for final approval 
within about two weeks, —perhaps a little longer, 

, -:.a las p,x t— -• a assaiso 

Perhaps the layrout of plate No, 1 is so perfect for the 
type of thing we are trying to.acqomplish, —the ideal 
lay-out, perhaps, it is possible that the cartouches placed anywhi 
else than in the center prevents the design from working 
out to any one'8 complete satisfaction, But as such items go, 
the'Nos, 2 a nd 3 leek pretty good, I guess a iid for the casual 
purchaser, perhaps they may serve just exactly as well. In any 
event, it was impossible to make all three of them on the 
identical pattern and the one we selected as a second choice 
is probably as well turned as one could hope, 

j r bay V, 91 '\j 11 j ■ j V. i\oJ »Vo 9' OOBOi'jY i-0 4 ti 

The Joe Henrys returned from *ashington on Maturtfay afternoo i 
They seem to have had a fine trip and sincef one doesn t 
measure one's person's voyages by another's, I'm sure that 
what would have delighted nobody might well have suited Joe to a : 

mV'. r»on\ ::vo9-oJto\ ei \jiu \i 

.ai.nr toio .. aAJ 
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The Washington day, —I suppose it was but a day, was 
spent in visiting politicians in Congress, riding on the subway 
between the Senate and Senate Office Building, dining in 
the Senate restaurant and, I suppose, interviewing somebody 
about the R . E. A. fob. When I learned that the office 
of said position would be situated in Rapid City, North Dakota, o 
where ever Rapid City is, I knew right then and there that the jo 
if it ever,did get started, wouldn't go far. I c a n envision 
nobody of Joe!s nature and Louisiana background suddenly setting 
himself in a pile of snowbanks up in Dokota, and I must say I 
couldn't blame him much if he considered that point adversely. 

I know not if such jobs are.of limited duration fx so far as 
being stationed in a given area, and if a move within a year 
or so might be possible, stepping from Dakota to California or 
some such, the investment of tine in such Arctic regions 
might be a reasonable hazard but otherwise I couldn t | 
imagine such a move ..and I feel quite certain he couldn t 
either although I must say that Joe is not the type, 1 think, 
on whom any mere geographical characteristic makes much impressi oi 

There was a letter in Saturday s post from Mrs. Stirling 
containing one or two points about houses I want to jot down befo\ 
sending along. From her,report of having been to Rosebank to 
take some pictures, I gather she much be making rapid strides 
in her.recovery. As a matter of fact, she made no mention of 
her own health or that of her mother, and so I am "holding 
the thought" that they both may be doing rather better than 
I had supposed possible at this early date. 

.... , 

Celeste was quite up-set this week end. The white bull dog 
died, 9 or 20 months old, apparantly died of a stroke the 
other night, J. H, finding him half way between the house and gatt 
at 5 a.m .,011 Friday or Saturday, I forget-which. Celeste says 
she doesn t intend having another pet but since she still has 
the boxerf Mike, and the Persian cat, Joe, not to mention 
a million religious shrines just in the offing, I think 
she will be able to over-come her grief. 

A . * 9 9*^ «• .1 L xii ;i* CJT 0 . • « v • L. '' «^ • 

I finished the De Voto opus and shall next dip into "The 
Class iant of Palomar" by Woodbury, being an account of the 
big old telescope which has long interested us from afar. 

... . .'8 •> . • 

Ihe heat continues as does the Tender Leaf, and what with 
the one balancing off the otherall seems merry or should until wi i 
g- few minutes when I turn on "Meet the Press" when we shall see 
if any brimstone is forth-coming from May Craig and company arount 
the microphone ...... 


'19C; 

c ull: 


Monday, July 18th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 
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The Parsonage, of course, was the name of the place I couldn't 
recall, appearing on Plate No. 8 in the Natchez series. 

Rag — how is a word 1 have been keeping in mind today. If 
it doesn t make qny sence to you, —"rag - how”, I might as well 
confess tt doesn t make any sense to me either, but I find it 
convenient as a check against mental confusion when I cm working 
on the Feliciana plate, what with,their first letters spelling 
out "Rag - how", —Rosedown, Aftqn.V\lla, Greenwood, Highland, 

Oakley, Waverly. 

-j 

What ridicullous tricks I stoop to perfomr in wrestling with 
ancient domiciles. . . . a 

This morning 1 wa3 pleased when I learned that Joe had wired 
Washington that he would accept the Rapid City job at six thousand 
a year and expenses. What he hopes to do is, after finding himself 
within the R. E. A. frame-work, to push things around so that he 
may grab off a like job somewhere a little further south of the polar 
regions. Three months in Washington t thence .to the snowbanks. I 
somehow feel he will never make South Dakota or where ever Rapid City me 
be, but I shall continue holding the thought. 

, 

I was all a-drip this mid morning when a couple approached 
me in the garden .. Ihe lady, in g assured, formal manner saidi 

Monsieur, nay I present my husband. Ivy Lively," 

It was none other th a n good little old A-urellia, looking 
well and pressed in a conservative, conventional frock, so unlike 
the more primitive creations of an Indian twist she used to effect. 

She was wearing shoes, too, and that was different from other summer day 
in the years gone bye* . j;o s 

. j 

'I always thought her husband s name was 0 Lively, but it seems 
to have been better than I had supposed, —Ivy'Lively, which, you will 
cbncdde, is really pretty good 

j: tci 9 I ',o >.o kiu-'a i r.sbob sr.c 

- .j , ot smoo 8sob \ji $i \i •e’fti 

\ 8 o ~t n 1 nsb bto\V> bluottJ Si qorta TbA ui ’io\ euoifraiosq 
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Tuesday , July 15th, 1954 


, I gathered the man is a little older, perhaps, than A urellia, 

He seemed very pleasant and they really made a cute little couple, 

He said he had been working for the Highway Department and 
that a couple of months ago a tractor turned over on him and 
broke his leg and colar bone but that he is making it alright 
and wanted to make a round with Aurellia to spend the day 
with her people. Her brother, Andy, was supposed to be giving 
me a hand one day this week, but I tracked him down and sent him 
home, naturally. This visit will provide Andy with conversation 
for months to come and I didn t want him to miss a minute 
of it]*a 3 t Satuday Mrs, Combs Came down to say goodbye to Celeste and 
Madam Regard did I was delightedthat her husband sent me some fine 
tomatoes from his garden and some fine young plants, I have 
planted them just inside the semi-circle of bananas in front of Yucca 
where, if they do well, I ought to be"able to snitch one every now and 
then as I pass that way, , « 

Howi let me.see, ,,,,I*can t refall if T had finished with 
the Ivy Livlies or not when my telephone rang Marshall 
was calling. Little Miss Ramsey wanted to know if she could 
bring four people down sometime next Wednesday, I told her 
2 p,m, would befine. Anybody who wants‘to road-run in 1 06 
heat has my approval — or indifference• 

In a recent letter, Mrs, Stirling 'asked if the Feliciana plate 
might be done with a border similar to the Oakley plate, I 
never did answer her but think I shall use the antique Adams 
one instead, I have an idea the Ho, 1 Hatches pldte and the 
Feliciana number may make a very pretty pair and the classic 
order is certainly appropriate for the subject matter of each 
series, 

C fl a-*-, " 

I started "The Satis Giant of Palomar but didn't progress 
far at the initial sitting . I notice it was copyrighted 
in 1939 which means it went to print before- the big 
telescope really got to sweeping the heavens so whatever I learn 
will have to do with hopes rather thanrealizations, so far as 

the sbid Giant is concerned, 

- •• o \ ' -• 

I an sorry to say that the- heat • seems to be having & adverse 
effect on my gourd crop, A few vines are making it alright but 
many of them a re succombing. Only one gourd, in fact, seems 
to be out-doing itself, and, as you have aLready surmised, that 
is t(ie big one which is really something to stumble over, 

Beth Cloutier, Ora, Blythe, Caroline and the Lord knowwhich 
one doesn t want one of these, but I shall certainly send it to 
Mrs, Stirling if it finely does come through to "great ex¬ 
pectations" for in her shop it would afford her more satisfaction 
than any one of the others, But it’s ender Leaf time, as 
my Red Rird reminds me and so I fold with Lyme in mind,,,,, 


Memorandums 


How nice to find your letter of the 8th by regular post and 
your air mail of .the 9th by air mail in today 1 3 post, 

. . \ r : . . .<1 o’ ' 'o' < W . 

One assumes the air mail must have dwaddled a little, 

• «>r , v . - .0 9 i ■ 

Immediately I insturcted Rock Hall to incorporate the 
corrections as covered by your letter and at the same 
time asked them also to insert the name, Rosalie" at the 
beginning of the legend about Peter Little's mansion, 
and asked them to correct the date to 1797 concerning the 
glaggx raising at Connelly's. Tavern • 

. 

How can I convey to you how much I appreciate all your 
thoughtfulness, industry and care in effecting these corrections, 

■i 

It was a sw.eet. but fragile reed I had to lean on between 
the arrivajL of the sketch and the re-mailing of it to you, and 
poor adav} Regarddid the best she could, of course, but obviously 
that wasn t quite good enough, I particularly inquired about 
the copyright insignia but that couldri t be located at 
all. If you don t mind, I shall be so~happy to send all 
subsequent final drafts for your inspection with the understanding 
that what with all the ample time at our disposal between now 
gild October 1st, you will not have^ to do any rushing about 
looking them over before re-shipping them to Rock Hall, , 

. 1 ,• j- 5 i i i\ 9 vtHLir-i o-v 

I did not ask that, the 9th colume be added to Connelly's Tave 
as I shall pass that off as "poetic license" just as I shall 
h a ve to do the same with Vie cistern on Auburn, since 
actually it is. at the back of the mansion and cannot be seen from 
the front. Rut since it is a big point historically, that it 
should be the first in the Old $outh, it seems to me the 
introduction of it into the picture is justified, 

. oi l . • •' LU • . .. •' oH 

And thanks for telling me of yoUr findings regarding the 
date of Rosalie, There has been a tendency on the party of 
the D, A, R, girls to push the date back somewhat beyond actuality 
I suppose they could kick Audubon, —if they ever heard of him, fo 
having definitely established when Rosalie was not built, for 

>*wc8o iruiujn c si oi-. o act A ^ 

'j £JL ow Y ■ ■ a', a T-H) '.on AJ od $xi<\4' scut, 'iu ( Sr. 
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hia landscapse of Matches, done in the 1820's, a bout 
1825, I guess, and now hanging in the Melrose (Matches) 
mansion shows the gallows in the foreground, and it was on the 
site of the town gallows that Rosalie was built, j4s Audubon 
was careful to put in aL 1 the other mansions in site, - 
Clifton and so on, it is quite obvious that the mansion that 
would have loomed largest would have appeared, had it been ther 
In my estimation, this is a proof beyond question of 
when Rosalie was not built, I think I mentioned that Arlington 
has pushed its date back to 1804 or some such whereas I have 
a copy of the Ariel (news a pper) of Matches, giving an account 
of the house-warming in 1825, Msex Mone of this matters grea 
but I do like to keep things as near correct as possible or 
not mention them at all• 

Z V , --y\ .j; oh4 ti •'it ' 6 to : •si'* ■- •>« 

I'm delighted to learn that your outing turned out 
so pleasantly and that you really found traffic, —to and from, 
not bad at all, That in itself must have made the trip 
doubly pleasant, And how nice you were able to read a 
little from Singing in the Wilderness, I'm so glad you 
mentioned the Audubon family name of Fougere, and wasn t 
it odd they transformed a Lily of the Valley into a Rose, — 
for I believe you said J, J,'s half sister's name started off 
as Muget and ended up on the bush, 

• ■ * • i* ;,r\ o ■ | \ • f r ‘. r% r • 

Something tells me I am not yet done with the great ornith 
and I'm so glad to know about the Chicago minature of 
said gentleman. Let'a keep in in mind for that time, no matter 
how far distant, when we may have occasion to turn to it, 

• » - , * vS • • 

... V . 1 * * * ’ 

less, I, too, regret the absence of E, Roscoe but find 

err Collingwood pleasant to listen to, I liked him ss- 
pecially last night when he had things to say about E, Roscoe 
and his receipt of Freedom Award,The fact that Mr, Collingwood 
pointed out that E, Roscoe's courage in calling the junior 
Senator from Wisconsin a spade was the type of news analysis 
we could stand more frequently, 

• y o' i -i i*• •' 5.' • 

Before closing, I want to say again how grateful I am 
to you for all your good offices both in correcting and 
notifying Rock Hall regarding the design. And while 
I cannot help feeling shame-faced for all these labors, at 
the same time I must confess* to a delight that plays about my 
heart in contemplating this adventure is being shared, for 
the results will forever mean so much more because of the 
joint efforts being expended on them. Somehow it is the joint 
effort that really makes the whole enterprise seem so worth whi 
and I have a feeling there is a mutual aspiration for the 
dividends that both now and eventually may be counted on,,,,. 
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Wednesday, Bastille Lay, 1954, 
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Memorandum : 

WC H i IIo ° 8 9 JL-v .. /o v>. X H i \J©\Jlv 

i^e are promised a low of 78 tonight, Something 
tells me the . joli little ioe bucket and the Tender Leaf 
Department are going to be working over time, 

: ; : \ 9 ■ 1 • 

ils yet, Joe hasn t had a response of acceptance 
to his Washington wire concerning the Rapid City job. 

It's hilarious how everyone .is busy keeping fingers crossed 
and holding his breath, Juanita told me the other day that 
the longer Joe lives the more like Paynie he gets in making 
"moutains out of moth holes". This noon at dinner he was 
figuring out how much could be saved if we torn down Dr, Mille 
log cabin and condemned the gardens in back of the 
African House and Tucca, running a fence along wider the eaves 
of Yucca and the African House, He can think of the oddest th 
It will be sw, nice, .if the snowbanks ever get to cooling him of 


- * i 




Well, Carolyn came at 2 \30 with 7 guests instead of 4, 
b ut they were all very nice and we had a pleasant little tour 
that lasted about 3 hours, meaning that the people were 
really interested and pleasant to chat with. 
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I was glad Carolyn made it today since she could 
help me with la Storm s letter which I had tried on 
a few secretaries $ none of whom had been able to get 
much beyond the salutation. The eight hundred items will 
provide a moat opportune bridge across the new Matches 
and Feliciana items plus the several re-orders in the 
Cane Hiver series, Ir goes without saying that I am 
hoping I. shali be able to refund promptly but it is good to 
know that should sales be leisurely she will not be in¬ 
convenienced , by laggardliness on my part, I often wonder why 
it is that I always incline toward rushing the settlement 
of out-standing business with rich people more than 
those less heavily garrisoned in finances, I am hoping 
some time after Pilgrimage, however, that the account may 
be put into balance, 

YoiVpiti 'RHi Yo-on j:o fruod oY isio'iY 

h:.r U r sviT jv,. a &ur. 1 won bi»A 

,0368 t' 034 Ili;4 4i'££oi?i 9 \o 9i'.o 
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Thursday, July 15th, 1954, 
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Dora's observations on Oklahoma politics are 
entertaining, The one J like best concerns the two candidates 
who, in spite of dying before election day, still came 
through with an impressive number of ballots to their credit, 

■ ;v • o’."-' 

I am enjoying the Charles Collingwood new3 broadcast 
, and while he lacks that million dollar voice of persuasive con¬ 
viction of E, Roscoe Murrow, still I think his matieral 
is excellent, Tonight, following the opening commercial, 
the announcer said : 

"And now, in the absence of Edward R, Uurrow who is 
on vacation, here is the news with Harold Collingwood,,,," 

■Sr ' . ’*LW.. Ai ' 

Somehow it reminded me of President Truman's official 
Mexican visit and his return to Vaco where the President 
of the college at a dinner in honor of the President of the 
United States, saidt 

; . ■ i ' - 

"Ladjes and Gentlemn I present to you 
President ,,,errrrrr, •• ,r .•• “ and then somebody whispeered 
"Truman" into the speaker's ear, —and microphone, 

Sf n 

I read but a little from Tlie Glass Giant last night, 

It was too hot to get interested in a portion of the text 
that embraced too many words and scientific jargon of which 
I knew little or nother. And so I turned to a carton 
containing but 4 records, the identity of whose contents 
I didn t know. It turned out to be a recording made 
in England of "Macbeth", with interpolations by A, Scourby, and 
although the night was still pretty warm, still I did 
have notion about what the actors were speaking, 
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Celeste telephoned me from town this morning to say she 
was there having a tooth pulled, She had been by the Drug 
store and they had asked if she would bring them some 
, Town of Natchitoches plates, if she planned to return to town 
to a party this afternoon. She took the plates, the dentist 
took the tooth and tomorrow is another full day of parties, 

, not to mention the beauty parlor and a party on Friday and the 
trip to Dew Iberia and back on Saturday, plus heading out 
for Dew Orleans, She tells me she goes directly from 
her train to the boat on re a ching Mnahattan, That's good, too. 

And now I must get to the mail and after that 
one of the elegant tall tea glasses, I still think they are th 
elegant things in that department I ever saw,,,,,,,. 
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Memorandum• 

- " \ 

How nice to find your Monday letter in .today's post, 

' v;. . 

I loved every line of it from beginning to end and I thank 
you for all particulars and observations and references 
to things of yepteryear, 

“ i. . 

And of course 1 am delighted to see the clipping which 
you found concerning Louis II near ay St, Louis, I had heard 
nothing about it, of course, and the knowledge of its existence 
inspires me to keep poised so that when the proper moment strikes, 

I may give the Quatorae business in Datchitoches another push, 

\ ' r. : t • • i if • . 05; itt . ■< 

There seemed to be letters from all around, including 
two or three from Rock Hall, I shall enclose some of these herewith 
or undpr separate cover. 




o i 




The one from Miss Myra was as entertaining a s usual and 
contained at least one laugh in the matter of her contact with 
the Mayor of 1 opeka, She seems to be carrying on quite a campaign 
about that drinking water business, I must say I am astonished 
she has the energy to push the business so vigorously in this weather, 
I was vaguely urprsied about her reference to another plate but 
I think it will have little or noeffect, I hope, on our project, I 
an. glad to be counting on other out-lets than Datchea itself 
although I think we shall do alright in that quarter, too, I 
have known the Dixon s for years, —this particular one is 
a brother of Virginia Butler's husband and perhaps the 
suggestion of contacting them isn't bad, 

Ihe Belshover, -or however, as mentioned by Miss Myra is the bag 
who lives at Greenleaves, a he used to call on Lyle at the St, Charles 
and he always liked her but she was a bit on the horsey side for my 
taste. As I view the situation as it begins to take shape, the 
best progress will be made through the Garden Club side and so 
shall be in no hurry to push the Stanton Hall design although I 
shall of course send a single plate to each person whose house 
figures in the designs, 

A?i<j while in the plate section, let me hasten to add that if 
I haven t mentioned it before, I intended to say that I 
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What I was saying when the ribbon ran out was that I have 
not seen the lady a cross the fence since Sunday and as there 
is some kind of a doings on the morrow and they leave the next 
day, I may not see her before September, Her mama I did. see 
at the coffeee hour thi3 morning and found her entranced with 
her son-in-law and his thoughtfulness for last night he had 
brouqht her a splendid medium small electric fan which he 
thought she might like to take with her during her travels in 
South Louisiana during her daughter'3 absence • 


shall instruct Rock Hall to send the finished plates to you just 
as soon as they are available • 

You will find Helen's letter * intersting as usual • The 
matter of going to Natchez doesn t count, of course, but I found 
what she had to say a bout the girl from Indo-China altogether 
interesting • And I think I undestand the seeming contradictions 
perfectly • I think the type of colonalism as practiced in 
Indo-China has always been much along the pattern of "rugged individua 
ism" as it operated in America and most of industrial Europe, especial, 
during the last half of the 19th. century • .As in domestic 
industry, so in foreign operations, —and probably much more so in the 
latter investments were supposed to pay handsome dividends and 
scant Regard was given all other considerations just so long as 
the yearly blannce sheet met, the approval of the stock holders • 
Naturally^laborers were exploited outrageously as a result and 
that, of course, is why labor unions came into being and sometimes 
seem to approach the unreasonable, although I doubt if they ever 
reach the extremes of the pendulum's swing in the opposite 
direction from capitalism» From what little I can gather, France, Hoi 
a nd the rest of the colonial empires worked the colonies for all they 
were worth a nd that is why I think it will be just as well if colonies 
are done away with • And just as •ev .in: Id k th A 

• • \ ' s f " ~3C0 r i ' ‘891 r , i i ' 
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Friday, July 16th, 1954 • 
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The weather continues to be a topic of talk • It 
was 101 at 11 :30 this morning at the Shreveport Weather Bureau • 

It was 120 at 4 p,m. on the store gallery • The situation is 
reaching diasaster proportions in some sections • I'm so glad 
we had the two or three little showers that came our way in June, for 
they have helped out wonderfully t 

. 

As for myself, I do most of my scuffling around before 10 
in the morning and after 5 in the afternoon, —and simply 
trickle away in between times without running the risk of over¬ 
exertion. 
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After a couple of parties and a tooth extraction yesterday, 
Celeste went to the beauty parlor this morning and around to the denti 
again where she had a second extraction « She spent most of the 
afternoon in bed but plans to head out for New Iberia in the morning 
regardless • It's ‘all so hurly-burly and in such bad form • 



ii ir 
ILi 


In today's post came a letter from Kay ^ I shall keep 
it for a day or two in hopes some unsuspecting pilgrim may be forced 
into service • As much as a sqad of secretaries could make out, 
it said • she hopecf that I didn t think she she loved me no longer 
because she hadn t written since Hay, that she and Bill might 
go to New Orleans and Franklin on the 1st of August where there 
were appointments with ^physicians and lawyers and that possibly 
they might skip up to say Howdy • There seemed to be another page but 
nobody could make it out and I'm hoping it was talk about her dogs 
or her state of health or some such. Letters from South Carolina 
certainly run into secretarial expenses, —not from the point of 
origin but destination • ’If only they would employ a secretary on thei 
own hook • 


Urs, Combs telephoned to say her mother in Alexandria is not 
doing well and she planned to spend the week end with her if her 
y own doctor would permit her to do any road-running in this heat • 

she 3aid she had seen one or two things in the paper that she 
thought might interest me if they had not been called to my attention 
and that she would put them in the mail • She said one of them 
had to do with two Louisiana youths, one white, the other colored, 
who had won one hundred and fifty dollar prizes offered by 
Fischer Bodies, I believe, for wood carving • The colored boy 
had also won a chance to enter in to the national contest which 
will enable the winner a scholarship of some kind • The 
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colored boy, of course, was my old friend, Alton Johnson and 
I am so glad for him, 

At Tender Leaf time last night, I opened a new carton of 
records, —it was very light, - thinking I would give the 
Glass Giant a little rest, The contents of the new carton turned 
out to be a six recrod thing called "An Evening with Shakespeare , 

I need scarcely add it was pleasant to hear the familiar voice of 

your friend,'A, Scourby, gent, introducing Helen Webster who served 

a 8 naraator, There were various dialogues and colloquies by 

quite an assortment of people, including Miss Webster, Eva LaGallienne 

Fay Emerson and so on* An occasion bit of Elizabethen music 

added appreciably to the m&od, and while I fell asleep on 

one of Portia'8 speeches, I liked the thing so much, 1 an going 

to have another evening with Shakespeare eventually this evening 

when the mail has been taken care of. 

Another other letters 1 must write is one to the Hughes family 
who were so kind as to send me some snapshots of Feliciana houses 
they had taken, including five of the six on which I am laboring for 
the impending opus, and the one they did not include was O a kley 
of which I already have an a bundance, They reported dull ^business aid 
vast heat, which seems to reflect the local situation perfectly, 

The R, E, A, office in town telephoned this noon to ask if some 
Illionois friends of some one connected with the local office w a nted 
a tour. We agreed that 2:30 would be just fine . They arrived at 
ten minutes of four, —the hottest day of the year, and since 
they never could have found me at Yucca, what with the s tore closed 
and nobody around save the lady of the lo3t teeth, T fiddled by 
the front gate ahd grew wonderfully furious to boot, But, 
then, I suppose Illinois realizes that there 8 nothing to do on ye old 
plantation but sip mint juleps and wait for someone ijo arrive to kill 
the boredom of time' on one's hands, and so they didn t seem at all 
disturbed for- having been late. And as a result, they got what they 
deserved and what they didn't see or learn would fill volumes, 

And so things turn as the week end approaches, I am holding 
the thought that y ou may have already found some like spot out 
of the direct sun where a cool breeze may be conjured up and where you 
may be within arm's reach of an ice box and that there may be heaps of 
time wherein rest and relaxation may likewise be little Hiss Lee s* saa 
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Sunday, July 18th, 19 54, 


riiitv-M© 0£ hi huir i: 

-•vt < hi xuu'o ho hs< «• 


■i«' 


Memorandum : 
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Tnoight at first dark, as I 
gallery, I caught,the perfume of 


turned off the faucet along the 
this year's first butterfly lil j 


I glanced across and through the lily stalks and the elephant ea: 
and Lol two white little sticks about the size of matches, stood 
out in the dusk. My guess is that they will open during the 
-night, I shall accordingly leave this letter unsealed until the 
morrow so you may have the very first of the season, 

« • i ■ iO' „ t . .8 

This morning's dawn w a s wonderfully temperate and I got off 
a dozen or so letters before the big oven got well open. Before 
noon, the thermometer .was up to a hundred again but as I was,spei 
the afternoon indoors working on the Feliciana thing, I didn t m 
the heat at all, 

- i iv..-i -a V H ilf i i ,.j •« oo ' It 

J, H, honored me with a visit this morning, ostensibly to 
bring me some clipping or other that the General had sent for me 
a letter to him. We observed the gold fish in the big pot. He 
said the gardens looked so pretty, and then, as was to be ex¬ 
pected j 
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"Oh, Irma wondered if she could come up this afternoon or if 
you would rather have her tomorrow," 

. ., A ■ I .. ooob I -» CT .* •: \<no 

Since Joe was likely to be all over the place Sunday and a % 
of him being more all over the plantation on Monday, I asked him 
if he didn't think a week day would fit better all around, He> g\ 
said he thought it would, 

. ■ 

He said Celeste got back from Hew Iberia about 9 o clock 
last night and he took her to town and put her on the train. The 
trip of hers to Hew Iberia was among the siller things 1 have hei 
and doubly so in view of the fact that Betty Regard whom M adam Rt 
is now visiting, had written that one or both of her boys, havini 
nothing to do on Saturday, would love to drive up and meet their 
Grandmother, For all I know, there may be some kind of a mania 
exhaustion, jus.t ota .there is for alcohol, drugs and the like, 
and perhaps some people simply have to have it and will employ ei 
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excuse to get it. I should imagine there might be lots 0 / the S( 
in store. —there certainly would be fore me, were I to make sue 
a trip with a party of 110, seeing half a billion shrines all ov< 
Europe in a six weeks jaunt. 

Last night I had in mind to go on with my "Evening with Sha, 
but imagine my delight when on changing records, I discovered thi 
the sequence had been mixed up and that there was a complete 
set of Ibsen's pedda G-abler, wonderfully reoerded by a cast *ncli 
Eva LeGallienne, Margaret Webster and so on. This particular lb. 
is one of my favorites and when done by a fine cast it really p > 

wonderful entertainment. 

I . 

I wasn't quite ready for sleep when I had finished and disc < 
there were other records, I .sampled the next batch and discovers 
Mr. Wilde's "Importance of being Earnest , - a ripplingly presen 
comedy which seemed just made for a warm summer s night of solit\ 
Save for the ice in the Tender Leaf tea glass. In short, my 
Saturday night was a success. 

At high jj Couse, J. H., Joe and I dined alone and very pieasav 

J. U. remarked that he had talked with Dr. Rand on Wednesday, — 
was when Carolyn a nd company were here, and the Doctor said they 
were planning on entertaining the Camelia Society at the camp on 

rtwhich, if I figure my calendar correctly is next Sunday. By the 
''hope, a bracing caii cool wave will have wafted its way down 
from the North Pole 

On the plantation level, 11 apoleon Bonaparte Carter is havin> 
is usual troubles. His wife's bill for liqor at one local honek\ 
was $77.00. I know not how much at the other. Although 
a hill billy of the first water, she slips out and ?<*ps o>» 
any negro cabin door when 3 he is high, telling the mhabitan 3 
she will denounce them as her attackers if they report her preset, 
then demand a bed for the night. Needless to say it keeps the 
negroes in a pure up-roar. Today one grocery-honkey tonk wanted 
h close but she refused to leave the place and only after her 

husband had been summoned would she leave. I find it so odd tna 
a hilly billy, disdaining people of color when sober, instmctivt 
turns to them whenever she is drunk. In short, like his famous 1 
sake, Napoleon Bonaparte Carter has wife troubles aplenty . 

Between this paragraph and the above, I have stepped out on 
the gallery. One of the lovely blossoms has unfolded, --as you 1 
have noticed Before reaching this line. Summer, one might say, 
has officially arrived........ 


Monday, July 19th, 19 54, 
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A lovely gentle half inch rain fell around 4 0 clock 
and was followed up by a pin point dissle until now, which is 
8:30. Of course we could 3tand quite a lot more which we 
probably shall not get but today's quota will do wonders for 
the vegetation. 

J. H. telephoned me from Alexandria this noon at 1, saying 
la Tucker and two other ladies would be here at 3. They 
were late, of course, but not more than half or three quarters 
of an hour. One of the ladies brought me an expensive 
bottle of awful French wine and as we were stalled by the 
rain, I opened it and by the time we had ha a leisurely 
glass, the rain had ceased and the ladies were on their way. 

■ • 1 

L a x ucker voiced resentment at Joe s presence at elrose, 
saying she had hoped to spend some time here during Celeste s 
a b 3 enba.Tucker asked if I knew Dan's wife and children. 

I told her I had once seen the wife, — L believe she is legall\ 
nil ex-wife, but had never had the honor of meeting the 
offspring. She explained that they lived in Alexandria and 
that she sees them frequently. Birds of a feather.... 

A'-.st'-. >»'■ vi'.ii'Jf i' SvJGiU 4W V -• 1 *••*'•*> 

They, - the ladies, left about 5 and took the 
road to Montrose. J. H., returning from Aiexandria, 
turned off on to the gravel at Derry, coming via Magnolia, 
a nd so just missed them. I saw him at supper where Joe 
and Eugene were, too. Conversation was casual a bout 
weather and all. As soon as I reached Yucca, my 'phone 
rang. It was J. H., asking how the afternoon panned out. 

I told him I thought the ladies had a fine if somewhat dull-isl 
time. Let us hope they may not have another for ever so long. 
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I talked with Blythe on the telephone this morning, Zelma 
tellingmethat Punywanted Dr. Rand to settle some point about 

hope they would drop by ' lelrose. She asked if £ 

Joe would have the front gate chained. I told her 1 thougnt 
he would but that I thought all the Rands knew the way 
throuah the side gate. She asked me when I was going to 
tll tJlonl promised trip to fotodee d >" e ■*« 

Miss Myradnnd to sup with Mary Lambdin. I told her 
oerhaps in October. After all, a half dozen people are 
P askin P g me when I'm going to Matches and I always joy »» October, 
thinking there might be some real excuse for going then. 

It will be easy enough to put it off for another cto e , 
since no year is being specified, and perhaps the 
to make two visits within the month may be in order this year 

when that time arrives. 






ise: 
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J/rs. JFood telephoned me this morning, saying she was 
going to ‘'ackson, tfiss., and Mew Iberia, La, and asking 
sAe could do anything for me. I told her ske migkt /i 
the smartest gift shop in ackson, and she 

no Qoubt, and that may provide an outlet for Matches tmgs, 
don t you think so. 

The afternoon rain, of course, cokled things offtemporarily 
and I could listen without batting an eyelash to Carles 
Qollingwood talkingabout the blistering heat in the mid west. 

I think I'm going to .enjoy the Tender Leaf doubly tonight, 
since the temperature down into the upper 80 s will 
enable me to sip it more leisurely. 

I found a copy of the Mola Mance Matches book this 
morning 1 before mail time and wrapped it ^nedly ®* d ^ ai ' 

to you. I shall be able to return yours shortly but JJougAt _ 
you miqht find it convenient to have .this one during the interim . 
especially when plates Mos. S and 3 in the final stage reaches 
lour true hand. And again I leave this envelope e unsealed in 
hopes of surfing another "ghost of a butterfly on the morrow fo > 
pun 1nsure ...... 
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How nice to find your Saturday air mail note in today 8 post, 
t was so thoughtful of you to send along this message, for now I find my¬ 
self abel to rejoice with you, since our mutual participation in the 
Matches matter a dds another link to the project, and it is this 
mutual participation which really makes the thing worth while and 
serves as sweet balm to the hearts, often tired, perhaps, but 
always with a pleasannt exhaustion whenever the undertaking has 
for its primary purpose a matter of mutual enthusiasm that is 
to be shared. 

One of the secretaries played hookey today and so appeared on my 
back gallery at 21:20 this morning. As we dine at li t 30, I told him 
we would have just ten minutes to "run through the mail and 
you may readily imagine how I laughed to myself five minutes later when 
after reading your note and starting on one from Carolyn, we both 
ran from where we were sitting when two or three big old bumble bees 
started flying around are heads, one of them alighting on my 
left eye brow. There always have been friendly bees on the gallery and 
h a ve never wroried any one but this year they have built themsilyes 
a nest under the floor of the west projection, —the room balancing 
the Chapel on the *ast. I know not how to get them out but may be 
a ble to close the three sides not attached to the house. 
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Tonight I suppose I look like something out of the funny papers, 
for a,couple.of hours after dinner, the eye swelled shut. But it 
doesn't hurt and although it is a little warm in that area, it 
will be alright again on the morrow. That's what I call running through 
the mitli.a source of some pleasure to report that Joe received 
a wire from Washington and is traviling in that direction tonight. 

I can't believe he will be long on the job but even a week will re¬ 
present respite. It's a curious set-up, how everyone financially 
interested except J. M., want i to tear Melrose to pieces,'but 
each one wanting to destroy one segment that differs from the views of 
the others, but all bent in the same direction. Joe wants to save the 

A. ’ -• ' * 
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Wednesday, July 21st, 2954 . 


big hojuse , take down thp African buildings and plough up the gardens, 
Somebody else things the gardens are alright but would like to 
take down the big house . Another wants to plunder the whole place and 
let the gardens go to seed and the buildings to wrack and ruin, 
Fortunately this lack of agreement on which should be marked for 
destruction may in the end preserve the whole thing more or less 
intact . I sometimes feel like an acrobat balancing on the top of 
an assortment of household and garden furniture, delicately manovering 
to keep the whole thing from crashing a nd always wondering where the 
next weak point will develops, By doing the repairs in the big 
house, its lease on life has been extended and so Joe has served 
a ll he i3 inclined to do on the preservation side . How if he will 
only go and sit vs in a snowbank for years, everything ought to rock 
along smoothly so far as the other buildings and gardens are con¬ 
cerned until Dan on one side, Sister on another and the General s 
wife on a third, starts pushing in another direction, But 
I am thankful f or the comparative calm of now, . 

E q rly int the afternon, a servant came from the store to say 
tht Mrs, James Aswell had telephoned, asking me to c all her, I 
did,' She wanted to do some research work down here, 1 told 
her I would let her know when the decks are clear. She spoke 
of several European artists during the past hundred years, remarking 
that' Colette is an octogroon, I never knew that before, although 
I do recall her perruke did seem mighty friszley, a feature which 
I had always attributed to the artistry of her hair dresser, 

A half hour before the bee business thi3 morning, I was mildly 
surprised when all a-drip with honest sweat, 1 looked up to see a 
couple of b a gs heading in my direction, —Iivna's two companions 
of yesterday afternoon. On reaching Alexandria, one of them dis¬ 
covered she had misplaced her wallet containing twenty f\ve dollars, and 
to ttyey had driven up to see if it might be here, 1 don t tyiow 
why they simply didn t telephone Of course the wallet wasn t here and 
on they went. At dinner Joe fussed a bout the two pilgrims, the clerk anc 
I said nothing and J, R, said they were probably friends of the Rands, 

■ ' rr . ■ . '< ' ," • - 

This noon the Alexandria radio on the news program mentioned 2 ,500 
geese being employed to eradicate weeds on the plantations of 
J, H, and R, B. Williams in Nathitochqs Parish It was pointed out 
the geese replace the Mexican laborers of last year I had never thought 
before of any gelation between wet backs" and geese, but there you are. 
And now for Tender Leaf and a of reading and thence to dream .. 
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Memorandum : 

The heat continues in the 100's^ut a delightful breeze 
all day aided evaporation so it didn t seem unpleasant, 

I may the most of Joe's absence by receiving a group 
of people from some oil company who had traveled dwwn from a convex 
tion in Dallas, hoping to see the C a ne *iver country, 

i) ; \ , ... . ? ; • f c. ,» • • ~ 

I also said Yes to a telephone inquiry from Crumbling 
College when the hope was expressed that the students of 
color hoped for a pilgrimage, 

■ <, ? •• '■ b ' - a- ’■ •! .’V i .v. j ' ' ■« ■ 

This will be for Friday and I am wondering if any white 
students have applied for admittance into a colored college. 

If someone hasn't, someone will, of course, and I find myself regr< 
I am notin 3Uch a bracket. 

We ate a little later tonight, Pat and I sat on the 
gallery, waiting for J, H, and Eugene, It was the 
first time we had seen each other in a week, although both of 
us have been about most of the time, although Pat spends his 
days in town and he has been dining out and breakfasting 
late, 

»■ tu-ij .*sV : - > c. .!*«*».i.-\ . ii. v j: \, 4 

* Finally the men came, accompanied by the Rands and Pola Blyth < 
the latter a niece from California, They had accepted 
J, H,'s invitation to supper and so we all supped together, 

•••;' ■' t' ■ '•> Vi 1 e 

Blythe wanted a bouquet of baby banana blossoms which 
for some reason, she has never been able to raise, which seems odd 
with the Alexandria temperature wqrmer than it is here probably, 

•' .r ■ 'o j v , I al-Liiof, ^ £.0 a 

I am sorry to 3ay she stumbled over my prise grourd and 
nearly collapsed. It 3eems that none of the gourd3 she planted th: 
year came through and this was the first time she had ever 3een 
one of the Sugar variety, . ! <ow if I can just prevent her from 
snitching it before it attains its full growth, I shall be 
glad, for I am curious to know what dimensions it may attain. 

She didn't know it but there was a second one, almost as large 


■ — 
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jhich I shall do, but very briefly . 

last night I returned to the Slate Slant of 

inuolled in the creating of these ,,u ? e *'‘**™"1 ars that 

IWioult MPtJ*.. “r/acs touldhaas 

plTyefaTl hinds of tricts »<tk tk, stars »k.» trained on then. A; 

as a 60 inch class was as susecptable to expansion and contraction 

XlTZ''\kfgfor n Vhe constant CheungJf the pyishingjgo^ess 
a fent e TctpTe°te°/y cot-"“’as a rssul1 of 

after the instrument has attained perfection in its »o»V , 

ZT^rTatl’onVf Zound ZZWhltZZ &**•- “ * 

SS£ S l£faU^;:Vt\Tnentlo 

in their determination to overcome these physical jj 
a nd thus get on with their scientific labors, 

Farley, one wonder —6 months for one chapter, - one wo 
long it will require Carolyn to set forth chapter 8 . 
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Thursday, July 22nd, 2954. 
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Memorandumt 
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How nice to have your grand letter in today's 
t . ;•••.•• . '•'i IS i'i 

And first off, may J K thank you for acquainting me with 
the setting as it obtained when you took pen in hand. And 
I thank you for letting me know about the whereabouts of 
the girl friend • I always think of her presence or 
a bsence as playing a major series of flood lights on your 
own arrangements and the knowledge of her current 
doings fits in ever so neatly to the mental imagine 
I envision „ as to your own, The husband and wife are both 
acquainted with the region where they are enjoying 
their vacation and therefore •they are able, I suppose, to 
anticipate many of the pleasure that will be theirs, and 
especially the cool nights for sleeping which ought to mean 
much after all the heat you all have been having in town, 

?. V rty. \ blU t P 1 0 t V > 1 • * 301 . 

And how thoroughly you estate my own feelings in your 
remarks about the heat of the city which always seems so much 
more enervating t than the same temperature in the 
country. The always present humidity in the metropolitan 
area is one of the contributing factors to the wearing 
qualities of summer heat and I have always felt that the 
country, enjoying a more immediate and greater cooling at the 
end of the day than the city ever experiences lends another 
important factor to the desireability of the country in summe 
f tjV. •tsMo osu&'uso Q04'-A seaTAoo 

just noticed what a generous margin I began with and so I 
things a bit to conform to custom, 
d yji.qc.Me ofr jssoiewo >jm ei k * '«op». oi 

There are so many things you touched upon in your letter that 
I want to refer to, either tonight or tomorrow night, but while 
Rock Hall is in mind, I want to touch on it before I forget it, 

A letter today made reference to three recent letters I had written, 
making acknowledgement ofthe recent check endorsed in their favor and 
on. All corrections as recommended by you and by the subsequent 
letter which I wrote, have been incorporated, including the 
intorduction of the word, "Rosalie", as you pointed out to me, 
and the 1797 date instead of the 1798 one • 

Ackowledgement was also made of my instructions that plates in 
the news series, —both Hatches and .Feliciana, - be sent you 




I 

adjust 
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just as soon as they become available• My guess is that the 
No, 1 Natchez might be expected within four weeks, I suppose 
it may be October before the Feliciana one will be ready, 

And on their receipt by you, either in sketch form or 
in finished product may I suggest that you use your own 
good judgement as regards having the prints made, If the photos 
of the finished product are sufficiently clear a3 to make their 
reproduction in smaller size for newspapers, then I see no point 
in having prints made of the mere sketch, If, in view of a^l the stuff 
there is in the design, the photo of the entire plate doesn t 
give much hint of the design itself, then obviously the 
prints should be made of the design only and let the plate go. 

Your own birght eyes can readily determine which is which, I am 
sure, and which ever way you determine will please me whole¬ 
heartedly, 

I gather the final and correct, I hope, pencil and ink sketches 
of Nos, 2 and 3, should arrive ai y day now and I shall mail them 
to your promptly 




1 


to get to Melrose, But 
by other Melrose visitors and there 


'/ 


I am getting off the final lay-out of the Feliciana design 
in the same mail that takes this letter, —the design going to 
Rock Hall, of course, and I suppose we shall hear from it within 
a couple of weeks, 

\ ' > $ 1 ' I ^0 * L ^ ’ 0 -ij j * 

Of other items in the mail, I am forwarding a few pieces 
herewith or under separate cover, The Jeanmard reference to 
Weeks all seems a bit odd, I'm bracing myself against an a un¬ 
announced visit before summer is over, although I am rather hoping 
Weeks may come with Keith and Betty Regard Couragere since 
they are neighborss and somehow it seems so pointless for 
New Iberia to journey to Lafayette 
stranger courses have been pursued 
accordingly no telling, 

,. o ■ ■ ‘ 

He verting to Rock H a ll, it is my custom to supply a word 
description of what I have tried to incorporate in my initial lay¬ 
out, thinking that in view of some of my somewhat original sketches, 
a few well chosen words of explantation may well be of much assistance 
to the manufacturer, I'm too tired to get these off toni 
shall perhaps be able to do so in the morning and, if so, 

/eventually acquaint you with same in order that you may be more 
/fully fortified against inspecting the final work before it goes 
into production, 

I think if so charactieristically thoughtful of you to get a Bon 
Voyage message off to Celeste, And now, thanks to your generosity 
in quite another direction, I am turning to the Tender Leaf department 
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Triday, July 23rd, 1954, 
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Memorandum : 


, J n ^: 


Sit 


Sitting on the shelf of the out-going mail is a large flat 
package for Rock Hall, The.day has been both hot and busy, 
but the sight of the package, all wrapped and ready to go, somehow 
tempers the natural tirednesA a fter a busy day so that one 
doesn t really mind , 


3 A. 


ft 


In formulating the layout, I left large margins on which 
I have pasted the duplicates of the sheets attach d herewith. 

My purpose in so doing was two foldt —the written word might 
clarify my intentions in the mind of Hock Hall, and secondly, 
such observations as I put down, if forwarded to little Miss Lee, 
might offer her some .notion as to what was being intended and thus 
offer a little more solid ground for her to stand on when the 
final sketch emerges for final approval, 

' - ’ 1 -- ^ • 

A sound truck had been sqwakina up and down the road all day 9 
heralding some special "horse opera at the local honkey-tonk 
yonight which is just another way of saying secretaries are hard 
to come by this evening, Accordingly I grabbed off what I could 
for the reading of notes for the Legends, and although I realize 
I messed up the one on Oakley pretty badly, I am hoping it 
may be understandable, since I had no means of doing the page 
over again and since my helper of the moment couldn t tell 
where the keys would hit in the section I wanted to knock out 
with I's, If you notice any flagrant errors, I shall be glad if 
you will point them out during the ensuing month while Rock Hall 
is engaged in the final preparations of the design, and that will 
allow ample opportunity to correct the Legends before they 
get down in final ink form, . 

Starting at the top of the design and moving counter-clock 


s o w 


wise 


the houses follow along in the progression indicated by the 

• a • • as • .. J J 1 _ T J V fl __ _ . la , 


I shall 


iSVU 


and thence to re3t,. 
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listing of .the Legends, bringing Rosedowh at the boom with Greenwood 
at the top. Between Greenwood and Highland, I am using a Brahman 
bull. Between H ighland and reenwood, J* 3hould have said, And 
then next to Oakley comes Audubon at his easle • At bottom, 

Rosedown will be flanked by a statue and a summer house, Waverly 
will see Audubon again, this time as danciitg master while a flock 
of turkeys, in memory of his models in eliciana, will complete the 
sketches in the neighborhood of Afton Villa,, 
will jell to everyone s enchantment. 


| w limp* * V 

I am hoping the whole 
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I always count that day not lost when I can learn something, an 
today I found out that when I am going to have Grumbling College, 
or segment thereof, I had better limit the visitation 
to students carryirig registration cards, as it were, 
tv rtf j, o- ) «j,\ v *•. ;> *\ ■ »a ■ ; no i <L 

I had given the 0, K, signal a few days back to a request by te 
that SO colored students from Grumbling be afforded a tour, When 
they arrived, there were 49 people, and 49 people in a room of avera 
size, makes for such greater intimacy and confusion . I learned 
that a picnic for the ladies of the higher brackets of society 
in town had been planned at some camp here on the river this 
afternoon. These ladies had journeyed as far as St, Mathew's t school 
when the Grumbling Trailways bust arrived. Many of the town's soci 
lights of color had been to ’elrose before and thought it a wonderfu 
opportunity to make an other pilgrimage, —and so they did. Frankly 
I was glad to see at 1 of them, for I have known most of them for 
years and like them, but 1 found them distinctly out of 
order, 3inqe the college students are distracted by the presence of 
social element and after all, the tour was intended for Grumbling 
and not for grandmothers, The same pattern has emerged in the 
case of white students, Once the oldsters of Colfax and environs 
horned in on the student's tour. It happened but once, however, 
for the response was negative with reasons when the next request 
for a tour came from that particular quarter, In the case of 
the colored students, however, the next request will be 
in the affirmative with the mutual understanding that the tour will 
be exclusively for students. My prejudice accounts for this 
tolerance, I suppose, although I do assume there s a difference 
of intent in the two cases, —the wtyite oldsters thinking they 
are crashing a gate where they aren t supposed to be in contrast 
to the colored oldsters who simply think it would be nice to 
re-visit a place they enjoy. One feels it at their respective 
departures, the oldster^white,flying out the gate as though 
having escaped' unscathed from something they shouldn't have 
done in sharp contrat to the colored oldsters who linger to 
express their happiness and gratitude in having again been permitted 
to pause once more in a civilized haven, 

J, H, sent me a quarter of a huge white watermelon which, 
at this moment, is resting well chilled in the ice box, I shall 
knock off a letter or two and then attack same or a portion 
thereof, I called it to Zelma's attention at supper time, suggestin 
she take two thirds of it for herself and Puny but I imagine 
it will , all be there since they were planning to rush off to Little 
River right after the supper chores were finished to attend 
a revival at St, Augustine's Church, conducted by the Reverend 
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Sunday, July 85th, 1954, 
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Ten billion times would not suffice to tell 
you just how awfully nice and opportune your letter. 


Somehow I had never dreamed that you would be seeing the 
Vulcania sail on Tuesday, The news you sent along to cover it w> 
30 thoughtful and today when I gave J, H, a quick thumb nail ske 
of the weather obtaining at the time, the crowds, what they were 
and all, he instinctively remarked how kind it wa 3 of you to 
go to all that trouble and to let us know so speedily. 

But there was a wonderful co-incidence in your Tuesday 
letter,..too, Saturday morning I had had a man helping me 
at Arenbourg where several matters requiring two people had to 
be 3et straight. Then there,wer secretaries in the afternoon 
and just after dinner I realized that while endorsing the 
Bluff check for Rock Hall, the amount seemed adequate enough but 
my own account was at the bottom of the barrel and that I should 
have to bestir myself to see what I could do at the store, — 
a place I never visit on Saturday a fternoons what with the hundn 
of plantation folks milling around the place. All this ran 
through my mind as the first secretary arrived and I opened 
the first letter. In view-.of these circumstances, you may 
readily imagine how surprised I was and how miraculous I thought 
your impulse had been, for never was a portrait of the 18th cent i 
gentleman so nicely fitted in to the hole in the sinking boat, 

! '9 

I pray the Lqrd this sacrifice did not require too much 
of a pinch and too many a cut corner, naturally I realize 
it means doing without on many things but I'm holding the 
thought that there may have been some Bivine balance iohihc broug1 
in to a more or less straight line the things denied the one beci 
of it and made possible for the other so mightily. Everybody at 
, one time or another has been short but I don t recall any 
experience of mine that was solved so completely and so timely bi 
necessity dove-tailed so precisely with the unexpected withal. 

How can I say thank you a nd make it sound half a s deeolv 
sincere as it is said, . 


■ 3 i , 
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And after the happiness that came in yesterday's post, so 
today was happiness all over aged n when I sa"jp beneath our cedar 
at dinner, J, H, and I had gone over to the camp at 1 o'clock, 
and we chatted with Shreveport and New Orleans men who were 
gathered for the society's meeting, I hadn't realized it 
before but it 3eems there is acouple of O a melia Societies in 
Louisiana, --one which includes lots of people and one which 
is exclusively for men. Today's gathering was of the 
latter descriptions, Two or three men did bring their wives, 
but they very descreetly remained inside the camp , Somehow 
it reminded me of negro dinner parites wherein the ladies all 
congregate in one part of the house, the gentlemen in 
another, , 
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I sat next to some man from Lafayette, This was his 
first visit into the Cane River country, 1 told him I knew 
very few people down that way although Lionel ffeanmard gets up 
this way sometimes, he man exclaimed : 

"You Mean the Bishop's nephew,,,,,,I know him very well, — 
a fine man,,,,and his Plantation Court is the finest thing 
of its kind . he has just added much to it ." 

ii>'v ' •V .. on i no-'wib "> a o . sc ,v 

■Ml that sounded like ground I had recently coveree, xcept 
I didn t know before that Lionel had an uncle bishop, 

Tfie ladies came out into the gathering for dessert and 
coffee. It was warm apple pie with a gob of ice cream on it, 
and the whole served on or in a glass dish, shaped like an apple 
It was delicious, —both the apple in the pie and the apple in 
the shape of the dish, 

z '\-• >. ■ 

The dinner had already been a typical Rand business, 
fried chicken by the ton and an equal amount of hems; a marvelou 
tomato and avacado 3alade, hot beans of marvelous sauce and tast 
3 or 4,kinds of bread, gobs of Swiss chees and American; 
pickles, olives, two kinds of squ a sh and another kind of a said . 
a little on the sweeter side with much fruit andjello and marshm 
with ice water and iced cokes circulating madly, Ihen came 
the apple pie and ice cream, and an excellent coffee which Putfy 
fixed ji i,- r.i-gh L- f: ■\e n : h r r- n' . , , 
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Monday, uly S6th, 19 54, 




Memorandum : 

» 

The heat continues which is scarcely news, and the promise is 
for more of it straight ahead, 

Mai y of the crops are already ruined and more are to follow 
unless the heat eases off soon, 

... . ;■ ■' j •' i >v ■ • 1 

Just so long as we don't have more plates than cotton 
bales, everything will be dandy. 

In your letter of last week, you mentioned having gotten off 
to a pleasant start on the Esther Forbes' volume, I am hoping 
this past week end provided you with moments when you travel a 

bit further along the rainbow road, 

• 

What with scant literary material to hand, I have reverted 
to the Glass Giant of Palomar and at long last have succeeded in 
getting the great eye poured, in the doing of which I bumped into 
friend Hofstader, or however that Corning gentleman spelled his 
name,I find it interesting that in the case of the great telescopes, 

i.t was always the manufacturing of the great mirror that came 

before everything else. There always was the uncertainty, it seems, 
of man s ability to succeed in this particular part of the machine, 
a nd it was only after it hpd been achieved that the engineeers began 
trying to figure out how all the rest of the paraphanalia could be 
properly rigged up, I suppose the newspapers dramatized much of 
the, engineering problems which were endless at the time of the doings 
somehow with the passage of the years, I had tended to forget the 
details and it is interesting ,to referesh them in my mind and at the 
time to learn about many of which I had never heard, 

*»**•:* \ , l" ( < iVc. *» r • f Y i < > * > va • r A V j 

Mrs, Wood telephoned, me today to s ay she had been to have 

a look at Oakley last Friday, She said she arrived late and 
therefore had but a brief chat with the present curator, - a lady 
who impressed her as not at all of the cultural calibre of 
its first curator, I can readily understand this ancTnot once 
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Tuesday, July 27th, 1954, 


in a million does an historic monument find anyone who gives so 
whole heartedly of self as did Mrs, Stirling, I found myself 
laughing in my beard when Mrs, Wood casually remarked that jalousies 
were being put back on the upper galleries of Oakley* I must 
eventually report that to Carolyn who ought to get quite a kick 
out olppivantly the statue of Venus has been set up as yet, for 
I asked if anything of the sort was noted and it wasn t, Ur perhaps 
by some stroke of good fortune, if it has been put m place, the sit 
selected was somewheere so remote that nobody will ever see it when 
visiting the place. Or, as second best, as I suggested some time ba 
if the thing must be .placed within the confines of the 1 ark, it 
may be like the statue of W uatorze by Berinini, —at the far end 
of the Piece d'eau des Suisse near the forest of Senart, —so far Jr 
the Chateau de Versailles that one can see but a piece of white marb 
against the greenery without much notion as to its identity, 

. • ' - r ^ \ : ’ * '• 

J, H, said that he had had a letter from Joe in today 's post,- 
the first he had heard from him since he left on Tuesday, Joe repor 
his car had received two hundred dollars wotth of damages from 
some car that ran, into him in Atlanta. This must have slowed down t 
progress in the direction of Washington, 

' . . 1 ■' , ■ ' ' ' 

A project I had not anticipated t —rescuing the African House 
from destruction, developed today when I discovered that 
the dirt d aube rs. wonderfully numerous this year, had started 
removing bricks, —grain of sand by grain of sasid, from half a dozen 
inside and outside the first story of the building. In some places 
and usually in shadow, as many as three or four entire bricks had be 
removed. You can well imagine, what with the weight of the super¬ 
structure of the building, how short a time it would be, were this 
permitted to continue, before the whole building would start sagging 
or caving in. I rounded up a few gallons of P. P, T, and 
sprayed the whole ground floor, —inside and out. If this doesn t 
permanently put an end to the matter, I shall give the whole thing 
a coat of white paint. J. H. is very nice about giving me 
labor and because I find it unwise to go full tilt at things 
in the present heat, I 3hall let others do most of the physical 
work. I like dirt daubers, they are such nice members of the wasp 
family, never worrying, human beings and even rendering humanity 
immeasureable service by their unending war on black widows, but 
some effective means must be discovered to discourage them Jrom 
flying off with the ground floor of the African House, doj t you 
think so. The person penning the enclosure which I hadn t as 
yet read, passed this way this morning t It's too hot for pilgrim¬ 
aging but I did what I could .. 




Memorandumt 


How nice to find your letter of the 22nd in today's post. 

.. -v ni -■ y■■■■•■ vu \r 

And may I thank you for keeping me informed about so many 
interesting points. 

. i: ; -on blvioAo ■ n ; -in ■ . 

I'm glad Rock Hall sent along the finished sketch and that 
it appears to have turned out so nicely I can well imagine 
your disappointment, —for I was doubly sorry because of the extn 
pains to which it put you, that the 42nd Street photographer was 
about to take his vacation when you bearded him in his den. And 
wasn t it odd that your particular helper at Kodak should also 
haue n been hiding at just the same season. 

, <, ■■•is tc o s. v:-" 

My guess is that you may expect the finished plates of Ho. 1 
within about 2 weeks from the time renton sent the sketch—likenei 
to you. Rock Hall states that it usually r equires a bout a month 
to bring forth the finished merchandise, but I have noticed that 
on occasion x thsjy have made a delivery almost within that period, c 
what with the freight shipments consuming about 10 days or so on 
the road, it would appear that when they b get behind a project, 
they produce results rather faster than suggested by their normal 
time Inbbeaponse .to your inquiry regarding the border design, 
it would appear there was some fortunate x coincidence involved. 
Some time back, prior to making up the initial layout for plate 
Ho. 1,1 wrote Rock Hall, pointing out that the mansons plates 
seemed to require a more classic border than used on either the 
Cane River or the Oakley-Audubon plate and suggesting that 
the motif roughly sketched on an attched sheet, containing a 
classic Roman or Greek lamp might lend itself nicely to the 
items being contemplated. Shortly afterward came a response, 
agreeing with me that a classic border would go neatly with the 
m a nsions and a sample along the lines I had outlined, styled "Anti 
Adams" and carrying the ancient, lamp, was submitted for approval. 
I think this border was probably in existence prior to the receipt 
of my suggestion and it goes without saying that I am delighted 
that .the concept and the finished work dove-tailed so precisely. 
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I thinkyou are going to like this border and I have a feelint 
will lend just the proper note to the composition • 




. 

i — 





«>i-uiQ Th'V >11 
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• • as 


I supposed the raised work will come out clearly on a photog ; 
I have asked Willi mm Hughes is he thiiiks dusting it with somethin < 
like pepper would assist in intensifying the background in such a 
way as to bringSg out the lamps more distinctly since the use of 
the lamps in the cartouches will tend to tie in both the border ai 
Mansion design if they are obviously apparant on the border. I 
shall advise if William takes pen in hand and although nobody 
h a s to be guided by his opinion, still it might be interesting 
if the point of clarity should come up. 

■, v'J' ! n ... v i. ’1'.''Y. A r< ■' : 

I'm so appreciative of your kindness in jotting down Miss He. 
remarks concerning the Old Hatches District matters. I wrote 
Mrs. Moore on the same day I wrote Miss Myra and, as you know, Mil 

response has come back ten days or two weeks ago. I think I 

can make the Garden Club see that the possession of Plate Ho. 2, 
bearing the likeness and the story of houses on their side of the 
tsould serve as a daily advertisement for their branch of the Pil ) 
if it were sold to people receiving their Pilgrimage literature, 
and that therefore it would be to their advantage to include a 
likeness of the plate in their out-going literature. But one 
can n ver anticipate the Hatches mind, if any, and even less can < 
expect a response on any question, even when one would be but def‘ 

to their advantage. I shall not take up the matter again with Mn 

until I have a likeness of the Ho. 2 deisgn or plate, although 
the time element may be a little pressing as I am not certain whe ) 
they prepare their publicity, although, as I recall, it is quite 
a time in advance of Pilgrimage. Perhaps I can get Charles Cunni) 
to s trike off a likeness of what I have in mind so I may submit 
same to the Garden Club when I call the matter of their plate and 
its advertising potentials to their attention. 

• 58 0 ti00ii bi! i“ —' a 1 \ •• a o t :•••• •• 

And may I thank you for your reference to the Louis Untermeyt 
Scourby business. H a turally I am entranced to learn of this, 
and doubly so because. I admire the doings of both. 
o oieeato a * . 9# A- •st: .it ^• 

Zelma was under the weather toda , —this is the 18th day 
at 1 00 or more, —and we dined across the fence. Frances Henry a] 
asking me for flowers for her husband's grave. In pulling a round, 
she stumbled over another gourd of the same magnitude as the largt 
one afore mentioned, but on another vine. I was astonished and I 
not tell Blythe My day has been so happy, thanks to your hursdai 
letter...... 


Wednesday, July 28th, 1954. 

» V i» • » 



te 



? 

T9 

ee i 


•. *to ’ • ilk 'ultim o o, \iOI> t'o : •• ’■> .Hi *>» 

Memorandum : 

It was cloudy now a?id then today. The weather bureau is talking 
a bout a hurricane in the Gulf , heading toward Lake Charles. Perhaps 
it will blow in some more cloud3 and even sprinkle a dab of rain 
before it gets through with its meanderings, I hope. 

On the political front; everybody seems well pleased with the 
results of yesterday's elections. The Ellender success was antniiapt 
although the Senator had telephoned J. H, a couple of weeks back 
to check on possibilities and trends and some advertising of the 
poster nature was effected in this Parish, --and, although I 
know nothing about it, -L assume the local people of property 
probably took care of whatever was spent, 

\ r. 

Everybody in this neighborhod was delighted old hill-billy o r ones 
wa3 soundly defeated •, He will be too old to run for office when 
the next eelection rolls 'roynd. He blandly explains his defet, they 
say, by statincj that he hadn t counted on the niggers'" vote. 

Well, if the niggers" could honestly be given that credit, 
they might be proud of it, butthe ac&nx actual fact is the 
every!ody, including many a hill billy abhored Jones and d 1 he re- 
. presented . 

• 

« . .. r . • .. y P (» *; ' 1 

We continue to eat across the fence, what with Zelma remaining 
in the bed. Today two forest experts dined with us. They were 
here making a survey of the ontrose-Gorham properties. At 
dessert they voiced a desire for a tour, J. H. bowed them over to me 
One of the men was from South Louisiana, the other from Mississippi. 
Both were amazed that anything likd Melrose existed and both 
were delighted with all they had to 3ee. They were naturally 
much interested in the various types of woods and the ages, —the 
ancient cypress beams, the mahogny ^circular stair rail in little 
Miss Albert a 's house, the blond mahagny of the Grandfather's clock 
here in my boudoir and the old fdur poster. When we were finished, 
one of then asked me if I would tell him the \qhole s tory over again 
and I did, delighted, of course, thatthey should want a second 
dip. The grapevine reported that later on the store gallery, they 
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Thursday, July 29th, 1954. 


expressed themselves with boundless enthusiasm to o, H. and Pat. 
even though the latter were restive to get on with their forestrv 
business, J y 

Ora telephoned me to day to thank me for sending her a letter 
with attached clipping for her which Ur 3 ,-Stirling had sent 
to me, asking that 1 pass along the clippings to Mrs, Williams, as 
they concerned her and her daughter, I believe, I never did glance 
m ,,+ ‘5 dippings, naturally, but Ora did and wa 3 so pleased she 
wanted to thank me, who had nothing to do about it, 

d. t < ld V- 1 “’? s justing about for the best publicity media 

if nwh ich'e.r!,L Pla ‘‘J* ,le 3aid thai> the “tnroe, La., station 

+bi*o h . ch serv f s a wide area, —the main channel, through 

this section of Louisiana and Mississippi, has an afgternoon proqram 

blZa e talLT l f e + mercUa \' di8e and f re( l uentl V individual pieces 
being talked about are shown m detail and the name of the 

shop whence?- the merchandise comes. Ora thinks she has some vaoue 
connection with somebody having something to do with the 9 

station or program or both and says she will look into the 

Tnn Vr'i* t 0l ii d ima9ine this ni 9 ht be one excellent source to 
tap if it should prove available, 

I continue to hear nothing from Mrs, Moore . How much she misses 

*vra m Trrml l* 03 / ^ 5 er d ?* ddlin9 in responding to letters. Miss 
n 77 tfn + T tabled up 1,1 her business with the opeka iayor and 

wmidlrfll °A Unt f rom that quarter at the moment. How 

wonder/ui it would be if there were somebody like Mrs, Stirling 
m the Matches area. I shall always be staggared by all you 

f v ,%°7 e,pm i enc ‘- And 1 “« dppreciatile of ilrs. 

' hZLer° 'thiVVf A UalUe , l letUr * Xt 3eem dttonieh- 

couht on the’ ru,at 0/ a e n “f pe ° ple 1 onl V *‘at number one col 

count on the fingers of one hand seem to grasp how much 

such contacts mean. F 

nr.*+ Tf ll5£° r * nin9 a mal l Wit . h a 3pra V 9Un soaked the African House 

been accompli°she7 *I^did^th di s-satisfaied with what had 

one go-round o f i’ n r , 9 ? i2 ° Ver a9ain > **»*<»* that if 

+nn J +h r0Und . UpD * Tp uere good, two might be dandy. But I 

nr* il d + k 8lo * ly and felt enormously satisfied with this gensture 

liar it' 8rmUo " 1 finished. Something tells me the Tender 

ll/h 13 901,19 t0 be wonderfully welcome tonight, and may little Miss 
Lee be having something equally so . V liXXXe Ml3S 




< 

* 


1 V! 


c 


. 


- j : 

t J i 


Memorandum 

How nice to find your Sunday letter in today's post, and 
how generous of you to give me such a prolonged sitting on your 
day of "rest". «. 

V ’VTO?' Ywjj . $1 u 11 i'. . 

find I thank u for all the particulars not forgetting 
U !Iu which delighted me, as you anticipated*. It reminded me 
of that headline in one of the tabloids years back when the 
official of Burma named U Saw f disappeared, and the 
Mews or Miroir scr&amed : 

ytolfTLS OS b‘ 

"Who Saw U S a w n . 




, 




i r \ ; o' l« 


It 


1 -iw 


j4?id thanks for telling me about "The Valley of the Kings", 
should so much enjoy seeing that film if fo • no other reasion ti 
the sheer title m After Dora's enthusiasm over Herr Ludwig s 
Ihe Mile, he ought to appreciate the picture, too, I 
should think. . t . 

• . . • 

so glad you told me about Rainbow on the Road and 
liking it. Mo, Ora didn't tell me about it, havini 
a telephone conversation at the time she had 
a nd as considerable time elapsed between 
of the volume and our next conversation she 
to touche on it again. But I am deli gated 


And I*m 
that you are 
mentioned it 
just started 
then, her finish 
never did chance 


is 


that you a re enjoying it, and if Miss Forbes handles it as well 
as she did her Paul Revere f then I can. readily understand your 
enjoyment of it. 

And may I say how glad I am to knowabout the new shuffle ai 
the office . It is so good of you to acquaint me with such mattt 
for everything in the patter of life seems so much clearer and 
closer when one envisions through such accounts the general pati 
to be. followed. It was so thoughtful of you, too, to re-assure 
me regarding ypur proximity to 908 and to suggest that 
checking the items, Mos. 2 a nd 3, will accordingly be the easiei 
if the new arrangements are in operations when said sketches con 
to hand But I feel impelled to urge you again not to let them 
you fof a day or t wo either way isn.t going to make any differ - 
enci, and doubly so since we have a^ple time on our side. 
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It seems to me the Hos . 2 a nd 3 sketches should have come tc 
hand bV now but perhaps Hock Hall is having a busy season in 
the midst of vacation time or some such. 

What with a hurricane in the ^ulf this morning, we were 
promised a fine wind storm and rain by evening but the 
thing seemed to get lost 30 miles inland above Beaumont, and 
although we had clouds today, there was only one brief sprinkle, 
a nd not enough to dull the dust beneath the trees. Jut 
it ws cooler today and that must have helped both paint and man 
considerably f what with the opportunity it provided for 
grabbing a new lease on life, and tomorrow it will not go much 
above 90 and that will be a help, too. 

^ , 

'771 so glad you mentioned the articles in Life, and I must 
say 1 was attracted by the cover of the issue, what with the 
sly humor of the face of the man in the gay checkered shirt. I 
am determined to explore the issue to cover all within the 
next few days . 

There seemed to be a flock of Mayors in this section of 
the State today but I know not what called them into conclave» 
Mayor Morrison had to return to ' J ew Orleans immediately 
following the meeting which, I suppose, may have been he^d in 
town # Around 4 t J. H. came to. see me to a sk if I wouldn t 
take the Mayors of Lafayette, Hew Iberia, Baton Rouge an so on, 
off his hands I would and thereupon found 8 or 10 on my neck. 
They were all pleasqjit and 3 of them asked me if they might come 
b a ck when they didn t have to be in such a crowd and might not 
be so pushed for time . It jU3t occurs to me the Lafayette 
Mayor must be the papa of those Siamese twins about which there 
was , so much talk u/as it last year or this Spring . Well, anyway 
as a tour, it wasn t much, —too hurried, but we had fun neverthe 
less, and it will be nice if some of them will return . 


What I liked ever so much i 
to the magazine article y ou had 
I am enchanted that you are savi 
examination of same at some subs 
so nice. And may I th&nk you fo 
recording of the Frost record wi 
thought of me. Oddly enough, th 
in a carton with some ot(ier mate 
on it quite unexpectedly, —and 
delighted and now I am doubly so 
it, too. How pleasant thi3 day 


n your letter was your reference 
discovered about Versailles, and 
ng it with a view to mutual 
equent sitting. That is 
r having offered to share the 
th me. I am so pleased you 
is record came to hand , isted, 
rial the other day and*I vl Stujjbled 
needless to say, was altogether 
snowing that you are enjoying 
has' been, thanks to you...••••• 


it i i 
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Friday, July 30 th, 1954. 


Memorandum: 

It ha3 been a full day but a happy one,—and the happier, 

I am sure, because the penacillin shot I took yesterday seems to ha 
given me back my accustomed vigor, —parises be. 

» A- • ' vi ' c w.< 1 • i 0 i V 'tvi . \f ’ 

But I was tired by first dark, and altogether busy having my 
locks shorn when a secretary read me the note from Helon Hughes,— 
and somehow I felt a little more tired, for while I am very fond oj 
both William and Helon, they always linger so long that my 
entire day3 a»d night are thrown into a shambles. I am holding 
the thought they may not come, —it is now 9:30 and I haven't heard 
from them, although from the letter one might suppose they would 
perhaps telephone sometime in the morning, —or perhaps simply 
appear. 

Some lady from San Antonio, named Trigs or Treg or some such, 
telephoned from town, asking if she might come down for a chat. 

She might, —and doubly so since I heard today that Joe began 
working in Washington this morning. I am holding t e thought 
he will stick to the job. And so Miss T from San Antone hired 
herself a taxi for the afternoon and spnt a couple of hours 
at this bend of the river She seems to care enough a bout 
old plantations to visit Ihem but, I regret to say, she hasn't 
the capacity to comprehend what they are all about but perhaps 
she gets more pleasure out of her assocaition that way than the 
more erudite. 

•V: ■■ r.W , • y; r i . <y* : k . 

4s she departed, my barber appeared, —two months over due. 
But before he had snipped the first lock, Don Worsley turned the 
banana corner on to the gallery. ^He had pilgrims, —a 
man and wife t perhaps German or Hungarian, a nd something or other 
for some years in some college on the &ulf oast. They had 
their two year old daughter with them. Instinctively 1 thought 
of Weeks' sign, — "Ho htldren under 14," and I thought 
of it several times during their stay when the child upset a table 
smashing 4 wine glasses tipped over a chair breaking its back, 
and, as I disevoered later, broket the toilet and scattered 






i p"- - -• t ■ 
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Sunday, Augu3t 1st, 1954, 


r 

scads of ra2or blades all over my bathroom floor, And the parents 
didn't seem to midd as Don and I were slowly going crasy . 

But few things la3t for ever and eventually they were gone anc 
I could get on to m y barber, faithful soul, still waiting 
although three hours had elapsed, . * 

You can imagine what a kick I got out of Miss ^reg when 3he 
told me about a lovely ante belim house 0 n the Teche but 
spoke most disparagingly of its owner,' Mr, Hall, She even tried 
comparing and contrasting the Shadows with 'elrose, all 
of which is sufficient to give you some notion of Miss T,'3 
lack of imagination foresight andability to suppose that 
people in Louisiana*as well as Texas might have heard of Tfte 
Shadows, 

While I think of it, I should like to refer to the Baldwin- 
Ram3ey differences of concept, thrown into high relief by the 
Present "up" of the Baldwin finances and the "down" of the Ramsey, 

I think I understand both points of view and shall live and die 
without ever knowing if one is better than the other, Helen, 
of course, represents the "both feet on the ground" type, 

Carolyn, "the head in the clouds" category. As in everything else, 
a nice balance of bot is probably the best, Helen inclines 
to put down and maintain a firm foundation before undertaking somet 
Carolyn proceeds on the tltheory thata suitable foundation will 
eventually evolve if one but conceives a sufficiently unique super¬ 
structure, It's the old, old case of 3ome people devoting 
not enough time to dreams and too much to foundations as opposed 
to the other school who assume thatinspiration is sufficient in 
planning a facade and the rest of the structure will just 
naturally fall into place H elen know, and is correct, that 
Carolyn, by nature and impulse, will never be able to operate her 
Old Bqnita Ranch economically, Carolyn, on the other hand, 
doesn t even contemplate such a thing but blandly assumes that 
eventually it will support itself and, because of the pleasure 
the place affords her, she will probably one day be sufficiently 
inspired to acquire sufficient funds as a result of the inspiration 
to carry the Ranch, unmindful if it produces anything but taxes, 
Helen, feeling quite sure any money invested in the place would 
prpbably be long in paying itself back, wouldn't put money 
into it, what with having a mind on the firmness of her own 
foundations, Were the situation reversed, Carolyn would probably 
give Helen everything"she had, --and continue to be broke, 

I must say I am wonderfully impressed by Htix Carolyn s recent 
trips to Hew Orleans, M e irose, etc,, knowing herself to be broke, 
and not giving much thought to devoting the time expended on 
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Memorandum : • 

On more than one count I am filled with gratitude for 
a quiet few hours over this week end when I had an opportunity 
0 to go over some recent correspondence, 

o v o g*te t©» 

To my surprise, I discovered that when interrupted on 
reading your letter coming to hand on Thursday, my secretary 
on returning, had skipped a paragraph', telling of your dreadful 
experience with the electrical hair drying gaget, 
e.'.,su\) au'tx’c v.aiM 

How wonderful a commentary of your self possession and 
agility that you were a ble to turn off the current and to 
smother the flames before they had made too much headway, 

•' 1 ■ risiv u at*Jo bfr ih-JIU'Ii T0\ 

I shudder at'the potentials in such an experience, 

Two or three people I have known were les3 fortunate and should 
less presence of mind. They did not survive. 

But I keep telling myself that such things seldom happen 
more than once to the same person and let us hope that you will 
never have to encounter such a shock again. 

Although you didn t say so, I shouldn t be surprised if 
your reaction was the same as so often accompanies such 
adventures, —complete self possession during the moments 
°f physical danger and the immediate aftermath, followed by 
a feeling of exhaustion when, a few minutes later, one has time 
to contemplate the potentials 

t’ 1 , ^ ! t ‘•■■t 3" 9 -It J C 1 > 

In this world of endless gagetry, - both domestic and 
public, it is wonderful, I suppose, that more dreadful and 
devastating things don't happen more frequently to more people. 
From here henceforward, you may be sure I shall forever be 
"holding the thought” that you have had more than your 
share and therefore will not victim to any more, 

, ho*.; \I ,tuo waAt aAin r «qo i .boot; aotIc 
v elon and William Hughes came on schedule Saturday but 

remained only until 8:30 or 9, and clipping off 

.'I CO St i R0< .0 a e; .98 0 0 «U50«. afroJoatCl q. 
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the three tyours between then a midnight really helped much 
a nd 1 didn t seem, so tired as I had anticipated as in advance 

I contemplated a session that would last until the month 
had run put. 

We really had a nice time, spending most of it on the guile 
chatting, They reminded me a little of Carolyn and 
her traveling propensisties at o time when more pressing 
matters are obviously just around the corner, I cannot blame 
them for feeling a little discontented wit life socially in 
Little Hock which has o preponderance of sturdy citizens without 
much emphasis on the cultural side of things which, after 
all, is about the only thing making life worth while. And so 
they envision surveying the Hew Orleans scene with a view to 
William getting a State job of some kind in some State or tedera 
office in the .Crescent City while Helon will devote herself 
to establishing a little shop until it is sufficiently successj'a 
for William to give up the State or Federal thing and j 0 iii 
in the commerical project. What they envision is a place 
where first rate photographs of lovely Southern houses 
. can be displayed and sold, and they fell in with the idea that 
to this line of endeavor should be attached other merchandise 
hinging on the same general character, --rare books, maps, pri.ii 
and furniture If they could make such a business pay, 
they would be the happier, both for the people whom they would 
know and for the proximity to the countryside which they like, 

I can't blame them for not carry carying too much about 
the Arkansas scene, rugged and beautiful as it is, for what 
they long for is something less sturdy and much more mellow. 

But what chances they have in establishing a shop 9 I wouldn t 
know, I recommended that they drop around to see Cousin Ouida 
who certainly ought to be able to give them 3ome first hand 
pointers and, for all I know, might even want to sell them 
her.shop, for she can't possibly be as young as once she 
was, Ihey had printed but a few pictures taken when last here, 
and I shall enclose same under separate cover, 
hey thought the composition with the wine glass, — the 
one taken on the gallery, intersting, , and one of the two 
taken at the maganolia flower arrangement scene at the fire¬ 
place good, I ca n 't make them out. If you feel any one of thei 
would look alright in a little larger size, I might have them 
printed to pipe to la Storm for hristmas, I shall 
cp predate your advise. As a composition the 
the corner of the African House strikes me as 
Must fold now, thanking rod, as I do, of your 


one of 
odd, 

miraculous 


escape 
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Monday, August 2nd, 1954, 
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emorandum: 

'• • f 1 ' 4 ~ •’*“ V.'O • .j-. A:-. TJ). 

How nice to find not one but two envelopes, one large, one 
larger, in the morning's post, <. 

1 ■ ■ - • . - v •- 

It was such a nice chat and delightful enclosure in the 
large one, I was enchanted. And the prints in the larger 
came through Safely, straight and strong, and I am delighted 
with the photographs. It strikes me they will lend themselves 
wonderfully well to precise <the pmrpose we have in mind and 
they inspire me to push along the ground work so all will be 
in readiness when the time for their especial use is at hand, 

■ ’ i-4. >' ' 

J'irst off, let me thank you for your -two inquiries regarding 
the p eliciana plate. Yes, I should like to have the Rosedown 
legend carry the spelling of allee in the French fashion, 

I hope I am not being a s cracked about this as Mrs, Stirling is abou 
her old jalousies but I think you will agree with me on this 
point when I explain that the French spelling should be used since 
m the Gulf area, the word alley has a connotation of a n urban 
passage way, formed by a narrow street, usually running between 
the backs of houses facing adjoining streets. In Washington, 

D, C,, the word alley usually carries the descriptive word back, 
a s the back alley section" or some such, and in the Gulf area, thes 
non-descript thoroughfares are always treeless and usually 
distinctiotly shabby in appearance. There's one that runs 
near the St, Louis Cathedral in Hew Orleans which I think is 
called Pirate 3 alley, or some- such, and although r espectable enough 
now, was notoriously disteputable for the first 200 pears of its 
existence, And so, although, as you know, I am opposed to using 
t rench words where English-will do just as well, in this case I 
favor the use of allee, feeling that it is excuseable since it 
may suggest to the average mind a tree lined avenue rather than 
the back alley of clotheslines and battered fences that the 
other word in this s ection^ implies, 

And also responding to youy^uestion regarding the possibility 
of submitting the Feliciana sketch to Mrs, Stirling for criticism, 
the answer is in the negative, I take this position because 
I feel she could find suggestions that would be helpful in something 
done on a larger scale butwould not lend itself to this miniature ty\ 
of design. Hence the avoidance of a discussion by skipping 
the sketch to her, Mrs, Stirling and I agree on 
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oil fundamentals but express ourselves individualistically, 
as, for example, in the matter of Rosedown, her manner of speaking 
set forth the phenomenon of the live oaks branches entwining by 
the word, n over-lapping 11 while I preferred "inter-lacing", — 
either one being entirely satisfactory, I should think, but tiie 
difference in choice simply revealing the difference in personal us 
It would have been foolish and short-sighted of me not_to consult w 
her regarding every particular before undertaking the J> eliciana 
units being incorporated in the plate, but after these had been 
carefully covered, I preferred to set the seal and let the 
finished work roll or stall on whatever merits or lack of them foun 
their way into the composition. 
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at the risk of repeating myself, I should again like to 
say how mXich I appreciate you }* thoughtfulness in bringing up 
these two points, for, as has been demonstrated so often in the 
past, the discussion of such matters as the questions come to 
the surface very often enable one to avoid pitfalls on the one 
hand and on the other hand help clarify points that may tend to be 
obscure . 

It goes without saying that I was interested in your reference 
the profound silence from the mountains and your prediction as 
to when and what the nature of the initial and final message will c 
How amazing are the endless patterns in personal make-up and 
how marvelously rare the soul that seems to course along so natural 
the one with the other, in just such little matters. 

'I want to refer to "The lass Giant of Palomar, wherein the 
author, Woodbury, mentions cn early but unsuccessful effort 
on the part of General Electric affliliates to contrive a mirror 
out of qtmxquartz, which, as was explained and as Rockie Mountain t 
know, is to be found in abundance in the Yellowstone region, —whol 
mountains of quartz. And I mention this because the only place I 
know of where Be voto fell down in his Course of Empire was 
his apparant failure to give credence to. the Indians tales to 
the "Shining Mountains". H a ny a n Indian report to early travelers 
turned out to be a myth, a rumor or just a tall tale but many 
of their reports held the key to unlock many x a great unknown. 

It seems odd that De Voto, having done so much speculation and in¬ 
vestigation congerning^tksse matters, should have failed completely 
to have recognized- authenticity, as later discoveries proved, t 
these "Shining^Mofntains" of the Indians • 

Again my thanks,/or the happiness that is mine because of the 
kindness which was yours in doing so many nice things for me..... 
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Tuesday, August 3rd, 1954. 
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Memorandum : 

80 t - -y\ t 1 • 'A t . -.'j • 

How nice to find your letter of Friday in today's post, 
arriving 24 hours after the Kodak prints, as mentioned in 
your letter. 

K ■ t -; i ' “ ' 

.As I dated this memo, I was reminded that this morning, 
under the same date line, I had scrawled another to go for¬ 
ward by air, along with the sketches of ffos. 2 and 3* 
hi L, j'lMj'-.'i S8i(108 r . ft 4 BMV.ift?'.) ' fti'4 v 1 i89'i 9 *'.4 

In response to your inquiry as to whether it be better 
to let Kodak do the photographing or to hold it for 42nd Street, 
you will have made that decision prior to the receipt of 
this letter, since the sketches which arrived this morning and 
were forwarded by the same out-going post will no doubt 
have reached you along about Thursday or Friday of this week, 
whereas this memo will reach your true hand not until Monday, 


I suppose. 


,p.48i no jr4i>o 


And however you may determine will be entirely satisfactory 
to me. It seems to me that while the 42nd Street agency does 
a finished jol more to aur likiJig, the basic thing of im¬ 
portance is the clarity of the reproduction, and, as you re¬ 
mark in your Friday letter, the Kodak rendition seems to be 
wonderfully clear and quite adequate for the maker of the cuts 
who may have occasioji to reporduce the design on copper. 

Off hand, therefore, I should say that Kodak is entirely satisfac 
for recording the designs a»d that 42nd Street will be perfect 
for photographing the finished plates. I assume that the 
finished plate, Ho. 1, may reach you at almost any time, 
and that it would be entirely satisfactory to hold them for 
photographing until 42nd Street returns from vacatiqn which, afte 
all, is what must be done anyway, since Kodak doesn t d a bble 
in photographing the actual finished product itself • 

.4 •tSuteOfl® 4 c A 4 QtttwCM* 4eu\, VjLSucb 

Somehow I got the impression that plates Ho. 2 and 3 looked 
pleasant enough as a design and I'm glad the cartouches were 
elevated, as originally, laid out, so that they will go nicely as 
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Wednesday, August 4th, 1954, 
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as will No * I wit/i t/ie Feliciana number, 

I shall vastly welcome your own opinion as to which 
of the three designs you find most to your liking. Perhaps 
they are all so much alike that there could scarcely be a preferenc 

_ - . . -» _•_L __X. J. -4-1. M ni' T 
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* 5*‘ r\ * i 

lirn or. ft. 

1 Vi. 0-0 ' 

. ■ 

. ;A)f,oV V.'. !':■ 


VI* V ^ I V w V ..rwu - --- — 

So far as having smaller prints made to suit the size 1 
contemplated for advertising, the larger prints already to 
hand a re entirely s itable for that purpose, the engra er using 
the larger design, I believe, to re-create the smaller block. 
After the finished, entire finished plate with border, is 
photographed, if a half dozen prints or so in a bout 3 by 4 inches 
be printed so I can insert them into envelopes to a few 
correspondence like, say, the Smitherman3, that would be 
helpful • t 

i T„ e , t I ' •' (t ‘ t\ ’■ r 1 . . • . p ■ • 4* 1 f ' 

The reason I should especially welcome your opinion as to 
the best of the designs is because I eventually contemplate 
sending one of the prints to Hodding Carter with a view to 
h a ving him run it in his Greenville paper and naturally I 
should like to forward the one you find the best. 
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In response to the letter from Rock Hall today, I shall 
advise her tonight that I have already forwarded the sketches 
to yoh was impressed by the exactness of your prediction regarding 
the vacationists. The whole thing s&ems 30 odd and the doings 
of both sets strikes me as being so like the pattern that 
has for so long characterized the set up, especially of the senior 
members • Ban has been on a sort of vacation since the 4th of 
July, I believe, J, H, said today he had seen him in town and he 
looked terrible a3 though on adrunk for a strai ght month, I 
think Pat is bound to feel a little resentful at being left to 
operate the business all by himself while his associate cavorts, 
but he never says anything. What strange patterns of unhappiness 
people can dredge for themselves and how fortunate are those 
who find islands of happiness in such a vast sea of discontent, 

I'm so glad you mentioned your own inclination in the directi i 
of the Tender Leaf department, I contemplate following the 
same course myself tonight as the day has been warm and 
the relaxation^ and pleasure our favorite brew affords provide 
me with endless satisfaction at the close of day, --and it is 
doubly pleasureable just knowing that another inclines in the 
same direction. Our heat continues around 100 but somehow 
it doesn t seem to matter when one knows a pitcher of Tender Leaf 
awaits the close of day,,,,,, f 
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Memornadum : 

,t.i k o 's 1 i-.r.r.T 

The heat continues and today was one of those in which 
nobody, or at least I was not particularly surprised at 
what turned up, 

we. ' 3S ' 01 • ft’> 91 • OS T : 

For example, at breakfast L learned that J, H, had depari 
for Miami whence he and la Tucker will fly to Haiti, Jamaica 
and Cuba within a day or so, returning her (j it is assumed 
within 8 or 10 days, I can't say that this was much of a surp 
I suppose he failed to mention his departure to me, probably 
because he recalled all that excitement last winter when 
love wasn't.running too smoothly and he was making very 
unpleasant observations concerning the lady, 

9•• . . • ; r '■ t; . o ' ' o i ■ \-r 9*t 1 

And the second things which didn't suprise me exactly 
was an encounter at the Post Office with a gentlemen, small 
of stature , named W, D, Postell, He is on the Joyous 
Coast qnd had come down to spend the morning with me. It was 
pleasant to compare both historical and contempoarynotes with 
him, I showed him the photo of No, 1 sketch yoU sent on 
Thursday, His enthusiasmexceeded anything I had anticipated 
He wants to borrow one of the prints when he returns to New Or 
on the 1st of September in order to show it to a couple pf peo 
in Baton Rouge shops with whom he is acquainted and to 
the duaghter of a Natchez physician who is in his office in 
the Crescent City who knows many of the ins and outs of the Na 
set up, I didn't tell him I have an idea the finsihed 
plate, -No, 1, - will undoubtedly be to hand before he leaves 
Bermuda for home, lf%i't does come, I shall present him with o 
thuq it may serve as a sample for his Baton Rougevisit, 

As he is not given to enthusiasmsof limitless intensity, 
his constant reverting to the plate designs impressed me 
with the conviction that at least one former Natchez pilgrim h 
been delighted with our impending creations, 

Good old Postell, --if we had but one other like him, living i 
Natchez', . n 
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Of the enclosures, I think there is nothing of 
especial interest, but I send them, along regardless • 


Thursday, August 5th, 1954 • 


I am, of course, sorry to learn of the illness of Carl 
Harness from and of whom I have heard nothing in recent weeks. 
Again I wonder why it is that some people find it so difficult 
to write a line, as in the case of his wife, Lillian, but 
as in the cose of writer's cramp afflicting the Hatches area, so 
it fans out in all directions and undoubtedly encompasses the 
globe • 

It was kind of Robina to supply a list of gift shops in 
her area * I have made envelopes of same and shall hold them 
for two or three weeks as I have in mind enclosing a clipping 
in my initial sale's letter to many shops unknown to me* My 
thought is that if the notice appearing in the Natchitoches 
Times lends itself to,sales promotion, I shall simply purchase 
a flock of the issue, clip the article and send it along 
to this or that store which may be likely to fall within the 
area of Natchez consciousness • 

i iAS'-.t 1 .') .? ■•» . . •• M: - ' •. Y.' v : 

I reatf a little last night from "Ocean River" by Chapin and ' 
Smith * It 8 a dull book but has some interesting data and 
speculation. The authori seem to make a pretty good case 
for the lost island civilization of Atlantis, and trace the 
story of the thing down from Plato, dove-tailing in geogrphaci 
particulars a bout the submerged mountain range running 
beneath the Atlantic surface from Greenland to the 
South polar seas * I think histovians generally like to % 

contemplate as a possibility the truth of the Plato account 
of this civilization which apparently flourished somewhere betwee 
25 and 10 thousand years before the Christian era * This 
mountain range juts up about 2 miles above the ocean floor to 
East and Vent of it and in view of the various legends of the 
great flood in which, in the biblical story, N oa h figured, this 
geographic phenomenon that elevated North America anddepressed 
the Atlantis region, might easily have been the point 
about which the legends revolved, and, of course, the presence 
of these land masses in what is now the Atlantic might readily 
explain the inexplicable, the pallels betweenPeru and 
the Iberian penwinsula, for in Southern France one finds 
evidences of a culture that in many ways suggests that of 
Peru of the days prior to the Incan civilization, —the age 
of tremendous stone work, found alike in Peru, the pyramids 
of Mexico and of Egypt • Well, Lord, what a literary 
evening this turned out to be. Forgive me • I 11 perhaps do 
worse on the morrow, —and now for good old Tender Leaf.... 



Memorandum*. 


Well, now let me see what's first * 

9 v 

Oh, yes, —the card3.,,.the one from Majorca speaking 
for itself, that leaves the Longwood one, posted from New 
Orleans about the only one that makes no sense and I'm wondering 
if the writing or any other marking suggests the identity of 
the writer. 


: 


i It 









Daisey in the Dell, being a Longwood enthusiast, might be 
expected to send a card of Longwood but she isn t that dumb 
as to inscribe such a message or signature to one who cannot 
proceed in reading under his own steam. That Miss Trig from San 
Antonio who was hear a week ago spoke of Longwood but 
I would suppose she would have more sense that is displayed 0 n 
the card. That leaves only la Tucker who may have been in New 
Orleans at the date of cancellation but' I never heard her mentio ; 
Longwood and so I leave it to y ou to set me straight on the 
matter ai\d if neither ibf us ever guess or not makes not the slig< 
differenc-e except that it would be interesting to find out 
which person in the world we know could be so dumb 

On the home front. Celeste s servant, Ruby, asked today whe\ 
Mr. J. H, would be coming home. She said 3he is getting 
married oil Sunday evening, August 15th and leaving that night 
to make her home in Houston where her husband has a job. 

I shall, of course, say nothing about this to Celeste * As 
for the prospective successor of Ruby, wouldn t know, although 
in an emergency as between now and the time Celeste returns, I ci 
readily guess that a bag now over the Indies might well put in 
cti oar if she knew of the opening. 


■ JU - • 

• Needless to say, I a m delighted that Zelma is back on the j» 
at the big house and I shall start holding the thought that she i 
her good health from here until the next gap in the culinary 
sutstitute job has been closed. 

-• ' • ^ •' ■ ‘ \ \> f ) ' i ’ ' * ' . 1 ' 

..'•fr o$ iiiui a aa. *-4*oi. ■ a Seiji, ttwo 


• es* \ 


sis Jt 




Lui Jr 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




6857 




B858 


Friday, August 6th, 1954. 


I laughed to myself atthe salient feature, although 
perhaps not apparant to her, in Carolyn's letter, It is, 
of course, her casual remark a bout going to Brownsville, 
at least, it seems to me she said Bronsville • If memory 
serves me correctly, that place is at the other end of Texas 
in relation to Marshall which would be about the same as somebod\ 
in Hew York casually remarking about a jaunt to Des Moines, Iowa 
at a time when the wolf, carroding to her letter just before, inc 
a determination to blow the houe or Old Bonita down at 
rj most any time'What with money scarce for mortgage notes, My 
guess is that it is precisely that nonchalance on Carolyn's part 
about giving thought to financial demands that inclines Helen 
to give little or no thought to Carolyn's current needs . 

- 

If I remember correctly, Helen thought Carolyn short sighted 
to give up her sure-fire job with the State Department 
before she got Old Bonita paid for and on top of that, 

What with Carolyn heading out for a gay jaunt across Europe, 

I suppose elen nearly fainted, —a very natural reaction, I 
should think, although having known Carolyn as long as <= 
she has, Helen shouldn't be startled at any move Carolyn might 
make, in the face of and unmindful of impending financial 
demands. 

or' 1?/; oor , -,. . \ t c 

What with my own axe to grind, I find myself saying that 
Carolyn, instead of go ,ng 1,2 00 miles to brownsvilie and back, 
might spend that t ime doing the Flying Saucer article for 
Ford or some such and thus produce benefit in the form of 
a check for herself and publicity for the impending Hatches stufj 
but then, that; wouldn't be Carolyn 

What an odd collection of Senators were selected to hear 
the Flanders' charges against McCarthy # All the die- 
hards seem delighted with the selection and so I suppose 
z final white wash job will be under way almost any minute # 

I notice by tonight's reports that all six gentlemen declare 
they have never expressed themselves on the McCarthy business 
and have remained non-commital throughout # This in itself 
ought to be sufficient, I should think, to demonstrate to anyone 
how unfit they are for the impending matter * 

But, so far as I a m concerned, the Senate can stew in its 
own juice, just so long as I can turn to the tender new moon toni 
with an elegant tall glass of Tender leaf .. 


Memorandum: 

Confession is good for the soul, they say, and I might as well 
break down and admit that L gambled a little toeay wh n I 
forwarded one of the prints of the Ho, 1 design to the Smithermans, 

A letter from them came in today's post, friendly as usual, and 
in view of their fabulous wealth, it seemed to me one phrase in their 
letter made it appropraite on my part to do a bit of attempted 
selling . The letter will follow later when I have had an opportunity 
to read the second page» There was the supposition expressed that 
was probably pretty well bogged down in the cultivation of 
bananas and butterfly lilie3, I grabbed at that opening, 
dmitting that that was true but that I had tossed in a couple 
of none horticultural efforts along the w a y, - the print 1 was 
enclosing for them being a case in point, 

There was much talk about those people who w.ould ihis year find 
a plate in their neilins on Christmas morn and those people who 
would be disappointed because the initial issue of the work in 
question had been exhausted prior to holiday time • My gamble 
is found in the assumption the Smithermans might take the bait, But 
in case L loose, 1 shall tell myself that they entertain widely 
and in view of their conversations with others, we can charge ofj the 
lost print to pretty good advertising. 

The weather contiuing cloudless and hot, people seem to have 
made the most of the former and disregarded the latter with the 
result that I had quite a few people passing this way and it was 
a ll very pleasant . 

Along about mail time, Monroe Kelly appeared at my door, 

Five or six years ago he was our postman and it was he who presented 
me with my first pet pole cat, —Taffy* Later he moved ijo Odessa, 
Texas, which is somewhere in the oil fields and he doesn t get back 
here often, H e is a kindly soul with a nature that feel-drawn 
to cultural things which stands out like a *sore thumb in contrast 
with his family, all of whom are Mantgomery, L a , born and 
just plain mild ordinary hill billies • Mr. Kelly wa3 making the 
. •lo'.t.oi b‘ * i »»■ t.i.'tt.'- ‘.’Ut.ii \ir 
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Sunda$ug&ai) 8th, 1954, 


most of his vacation, —he and his fanily are visiting his 
sister-in-law at aUo.u ^atchez, —by making a round with the present 
postman in order to see as many of his old friends as possible. 

He said he nearly got lost between the front gate and Yucca, 
there were so many pretty things he had to stop and examine. 

Among other things, he was entranced with the Orinoco blossoms and 
a sked if he might bring his family for a tour and a look at the 
banana crop. He might, but as I assumed that would he sometime 
within the coming week, I was -juite taken aback when he again tapped 
on my door four hours later. He pointed with unmeasured pride to 
all the phenomena he had discovered a nd i felt a little wistful 
when I noticed how luke warm the reaction of his family was. But 
he didn t seem depressed by their lack of enthusiasm and for all 
I know,''the mere fact that they glanced at the things at all may 
represent a source of vast satisfaction to this plain, good hearted mai 

• • «* v . 

here was a mild flurry after they had gone and Carrie Airkland Mo i 
and her husbaid appeared on my gallery with a Miss Adams from r-loriday, 
The Morins are as light of coloring as I a"d it developed that Miss 
Adams when inquiring in town os to how she might contact me by 
'phone, had been pleased when the Morins standing nearby, remarked 
that they c ould guide her, as they lived hard by the spillway, just 
opposite, you may recall, where Log was living . But it wasn t until 
Miss Adams, looking at the portrait of Crandpere, and havinp asked how 
must feel to half one white line of ancestors a;id one 
Carrie said she was U3ed to it and didn t mind. Miss 
h a ve dropped through the floor in amazement 


having asked 
c&ored, that 
Adams could 


Last night I did a little reading the the Cahpin - Smith volume, 
"The Ocean River", and while the book bristles with facts of no 
particular interst to the layman, it came forth w}th some particulars 
which arrested my attention. For example, I didn t know before that 
while Benjamin Franklin was representing the Colonies in London, it 
was he who brought out the first chart ever made showing the 
ulf Stream and what an important element it was to navigators. 

He had study the thing while en route to Europe and had busied himself 
over a period of years in di3au3sing the matter with American sea 
captains and thus was able to make this initial contribution to 
the science of navigation covering one of the. most adtive sea lanes 


in the world. What a 
American" really was. 


n amazing person 

•,'> • •>r\ > i.i 


this first civilized 


But my little cardinal tells me it s tender leaf time. I go. 

May peace be upon your week end, even as those of recent last pa3ts... 


Memorandum : 

I must have been wool 
a dozen letters befot e I 
a s of August 15th. And I 
the errors. 


gathering today for I had written at least 
realized I had been dating them all 
didn!t do anything about correcting 

• \ ' «* '>' p j , a. r. i 


:.o 


Early Saturday morning the whole posse of Wenks blew in un¬ 
announced. Finding nobody of the immediate family a bout they 
came to spend a couple of hours before dinner with.me. Mother, 
daughter and the elder son sat on the 3ofa, each of them putting 
both feet on the bidet. Lloyd, born in 1959, is now the size of 
a man. He kept kicking the rosewood top of the bidet with 
his heavy shoe. His mother said it worried her and wished he would 
stop. He explained it scarcely dented the wood as it was obviously 
very hard 

Sister left after dinner. The two boys are remaining here 
for the balance of their vacation, lat went somewhere to spend the 
day . 1 saw the boys for a few minutes at 11: 30, We are the only 

three white people on the place and T am not nursing. » 

.... , V .• : P. v , - • ■. .! ‘,1,9 

Dr. Rand telephoned me from Alexandria, a sking me to dine with 
them at camp. I accepted and as it was a family affair, save for 
one nice man from Virginia, we really had a pleasant, quiet, delicious 
sitting. 

f v*' , • 3 • ! 0 j ji o Vj y ' 5 »cv.u~. ^ 

Blythe couldn't wait to tell me how amazed she was when she had 
arrived at the camp this morning to fiyid a youth < n her yard shooting 
birds. She told him she didn t want any hirers killed and that he 
had no'right to be in her yard any wqy. He explained that he 
was Lloyd W e nk and she said she didn t care who he was. He said he 
only killed blue jays and she said she didn t want her blue jays killed. 
And then, as she approached the camp house, she discovered a freshly kil 
mocking bird on her steps, bleeding out the last of his life blood. 

She called the youfh back and asked him if he called that a blue jay. 

He explained her never noticed what kind of a bird he was killing until 
after he had brought it down. Lyle was forever talking about doing 
a biography entitled, "Mother of Monsters", and I thought of it a nd 
the possibility of doing one, as a continuation, Grandmother of Mon3te 

A 4 k At ft l> 
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Monday, August 9th, 1954, 


I called B, Williams this morning to ask how his brother, 

J, H, Williams is making it, l‘he latter was on a banker's junket in 
Florida's^ a week or two back when his ttppendtiix burst. He has been kept 
in ice packs ever since, although brought home, and within a week or 
so will undergo an oppration, R, B, recognised my voice when I said 
Hello and his response was, "Well, hello, Francois de Luxe", —hastening 
on to explain those are the only two words he knows in a foreign languag 
so feels he simply must air them all at one go, R, B, is a sight, 

Mrs, Combs dropped in for a moment yesterday to bring me some 
presents which her husband wanted me to have as they were of his own 
raising, --two lovely melons, many tomatoes from his garden, cream 
cheese from his prise cow and a flock of eggs from his hennery. Last 
week the Hugheses had brought some especially fine vinegar and a tin 
box of potatoe chips and after I had returned from the » and camp 
a t 2 to take care of some pilgrims by appointment, Blythe sent 
a stack of sandwiches and crackers, much grapes and angel food cake, so 
that something tells me when I get a round for supper along about 
10 o'clock, what with ender Leaf along side, 1 am really going 
to find myself with everything and more a hot August supper should 
be. And I don't mind telling you that half the pleasure of the 1'ender 
Leaf is the glass in which it appears. Really, I think these 
glasses are th-e most delectable to the eye and touch of a n y T 
ever saw, I have been wondering if they might, be made of quarts. 

Mention was made in the "Glass Giant of Palomar" that although 
quarts did not lend itself successfully to the making of the mirror, 
it was discovered at about that time that splendid things in other 
items in glass could be made from the material and somehow I have a feel 
these beautifully wrought things may well be an example. Be 
that as it may, 1 never fail to find them entrancing .. 

* 

.My day was so full of people and dining out that I did only a dosen 
letters between dawn and mid morning, with nothing accomplished until 
first dark set in tonight and so I shall have to knock off about 
a dosen more before getting on to supper, for I can't let down those 
who may be expecting a line as of Sunday, and then there are a few semi¬ 
business ones, such as to "Lady of the Lake", asking about 
possible out-lets for Hatches in Fort Worth, And so I shal now 
role up my sleeves and get towork, refreshed along the keyboard by the 
thought at the tall sea green glass will be to hand when I am done, 

I am hoping yours uias a peaceful week end, , , , , , 


Memorandum j 

How nice to find your Thursday air mail in today's post, 

I m so glad you found no errors in the sketches, 

that is nothing glaring. And thanks no end for setting Rock Hall 
straight a bout enlarging the name so as to make it readable, 

I, too, got the impression that the swan was quite a ruffled 

number and vaguely over-sized, due in fact, perhaps to an 

error on my part of making it too under-sized in my initial layout, 

I shall drop Rock Hall a line, requesting that the sketches 
v ~ be returned to you as soon as they go into production. 

Knowing nothing a bout the part size plays in the reproduction 
of smaller likenesses jor advertising 9 I gladly accept the opinions 
of those more conversant with the business. I was under the impressi 
that when the things are used in making illustrations for a 
pamphlet, the maker of the cut used any old size but since T 
know nothing about such matters, I c a n readily understand how 
wrong I could be, 

I would welcome your opiJiion on the matter of sending 
a Gift plate to each of the owners of the houses appearing on 
plates Ho, 2 and 5, and one each to Connelly's Tavern and to 
Stanton Hall . I asked Robina's opinion and she very definitely 
, stated that this would be merely a loss of sales since the owners 

of places appearing on the designs would buy at least one any way. 

My thought had been that a plate received by the owner of the house 
. might set in motion an impulse to talk about sameto endless 

other bags with whom they have contact, socially, at the club and 
where ever bags get together to dish. This would involve about 
a dozen plates, and I thought I would attach a holder to the 
ones going to Stanton Hall and to Connelly's Tavern where it is to 
be hoped, the plate might be hung in public view as a further 
advertisement, I figure that all told, this entire gesture would 
involve about 18 or 20 dollars expenditure, andit seems to me 
that price not excessive to set a dozen bags talking I am not 
sure Robina is rightand would accordingly appreciate your own 
feelings as to whether as an advertisement, this gift of a dozen pla 
would represent a sound investment or not, I'm inclined to think 
it would be worth it but should be so glad to have your own opinion 
bejore the time comes for me to finally make up my mind. 


9 
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i U T 


a 


Although I don't get an opportunity to hear the 
E, Roscoe news program every night, I miss comparatively few of 
them and so was mildly astonished tonight when instead of 
Mr. Collingwood's familiar voice, I got a musical interlude over 
Shreveport, I immediately switched to Mew Orleans and got 
different dab of music but no humand voice until the end 
of the 15 minute period when the announcer said that due to 
wire difficulties beyond the station's control, the news pro¬ 
gram had been unavailable and invited everybody to listen to 
Charles Collingwood tomorrow night at the same hour, This 
is the first time such a program failed to get through, or, 
if atmospheric conditions made it difficult,to hear, the program 
wasn t re-broadcast at a later hour, Haturally I am now curious 
to know if all the mid T/est fared as Louisiana did tonight on that 
program and what may have been the causeof the failure, 


Tuesday, August 10th, 1954, 


I shall give the "Ocean River" a rest tonigh 
of Lionel Barrymore's autobiography, under the ti 
"We Barrymores", I think 1 shall probably like i 
almost everything Lionel ever did tended +-r 


tonight in favor 
title of 
it since 
to please me, 


Lloyd succeeded in getting into hot water today, but not 
with Blythe this time but with the clerk. He said he wanted a horst 
to ride. As the thermometer was one hundred before nooon, the 
clerk told him not to go far and to keep in the unfrequented 
l a nes in the directi on of little xi iver and to the East, When 
he didn't show up for dinner, it was learned he had headed 
West, going first to Montrose, thence down the cement highway 
toward Berry and thence off into the hills, --but miles, 

I know not when he got back, --sometime around 3, I believe, he 
seeming none the worse for wear but the horse was a wreck, I 
suppose it to be but natural that a heart having no feeling but 
that of murder for gur feathered friends couldn t be expected to 
pulsate any differently for horse flesh either. What a tribe, 

-v a ’ti v r Q '•• i»'o 
A telephone call from Miami announces the conclusion 
of the whirlwind tour of the West 2'ndies and the master is 
slated to touch home base again on the morrow. Ban came down for 
supper last night, —the first time I had seen him since 
July 3rd, Perhaps the return to the , family board indicates 
the month old binge has come to a temporary halt. In passing, 

I must remark upon the fact that on Saturday, Sister seemed to be 
in one of her rare moments of sanity, which is sufficiently 
remarkable to merit recording, How dreadful must have been 
the institution of slavery when the owners of slavesparalleled 
the local psycho-pathic condition of present day descendants 
of ante bellum planters. 

And on this gay note I glance at my joli cardinal and tell myse\ 
that sympathetic hearts can prevailagainst the crack-pots,,,,,. 


TO 


Memorandum*. 


How■ nice to find your air mail of the 6th in this morning's 

post, 

• 

I cannot begin to thank you enough for all the particulars 
you so thoughtfully covered and as for the small prints of the 
design for olate Ho, 1, I think it wonderfully contrived, I can 
readily understand how you may have found it not quite up 
to perfection but that is due in part to you ntimate acquaintance 
with the clarity of the larger print perhaps, I tried it out 
on a couple of secretaries and each of them could describe the 

details, _ they had not seen the other larger print, and so f rom 

this I conclude that these will do exceptionally well for the 
purpose to hand and it will be mighty handy to enclose one of these 
from time to time in a letter to this or that person. 


prin 


giving me such a detailed 
S and 3> and may I congratulat 
Hall which suits me to a T, in- 


And may I hasten on to thank you for 
account of what you found in sketches Ho, 
you on your letter of August 5th to Rock 
eluding the Melrose chimney matter. 

And while I think of it, may I thank you for your interest in 
the arrangments made with Mr, Stewart for doing his art work, !lever 
hesitate about asking anything for I am always enchanted to share all 
particulars with you and half the time I probably forget to mention 
points which, should I stop to ponder on the point, would be clear 
enough to me that you, —and only you, --would be interested. 


Contrary to your conclusion Mr, St4wart s work is included 
in the cost of production. You see the business is handled this way: 

I gather together all material to be used f laying out the 

whole design in large scale, indicating houses, figures, etc,, after 

which, Rock Hall has Mr, Stewart reduce the layout to workable 

size and sending the initial draft to.me for corrections It sometimes 

happens that, as in the case of the ruffled swan, hi3 finished 

work isn t precisely as I would have it, and sometimes he juggles 

around some items in my initial.layout, but since he succeeds 

nearer than anyone else I know in approximating my wishes, L a m inclined 




I 
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on 
gone 


to content myself with near perfection since, it seems to me, I am 
getting more for the money as it is than would probably be possible 
in a half hundred other attempts with people capable of doing the work 
the required scale. I am under the impression that Mr. Stew a rt has 
to considerable trouble on Cane River and Natchez designs, perhaps 
much more than on the usual composition, and I appreciate it, and be¬ 
cause I feel we are getting our full money s worth, I sometimes 
except minor disappointments as on a raggedy old swan 
a more perfect mansion in the end. I learned a long 
he is interested in data concerning our designs, 
and so J always make it a point to send 


; hi* 


in order to secure 
time back that 
or the subject matter o, 
twice as much material 




SO 


v 


& 


as is required, as in the case of Clarence John Laughlin s book,which 
wasn't needed at all for the work but which appealed to the artist a iid 

the business undertaken and accomplished. 


thus is this 


all 
phase of 




% 


You 
arrived in 
and having 


plat 


Y IV 


will be interested that the rough sketch for the Feliciana 
today's post, too. I checked it over th$ best 1 could 
corrected one date and referred them to the letter from 
Manhattan about increasing the size of the name used with the copy¬ 
right, I am returning it directly to Rock Hall for the final 
pen and ink sketch which, when it arrives, will be sent to you for 
final approval and thence, if you please, it will go forward to 
rock hall. 

In response to your,suggestion that the sketch for No. 1 be rturned 
to you for re-photographing, I suggest that this not be done. After 
qdl, your first photo of that is sufficient for the needs at hand, and 
secondly, there is a pretty good chance that the finished plate when 
photographed will fill in a11 needed requirements and thereby save 
the expense of a second taking. From the Mock Hall letter enclosed, 
dne may assume that the finished No. 1 plate will reach your true hand 
late this week or early next . I trust you will take your leisure about 
having it photographed, for these is no rush about it As your 
plates will reach you well in advance of the shipment coming to me, I sh 

. 

welcome your reaction to the finished product and particularly the 
suitability of the border for th.e subject matter of the plate itself. 

<■ 

In years to come, I suppose, some people will wonder at what 
has been accomplished in spite of geographic remoteness, physical 
handicap and a paucity of pennies but when, on second thought, they 
realize that through it all, you have unflaggingly filled in all 
these chasms in your marvelous role of My Lady of the Lamp, it will 
be perfectly understandable to everyone, except, perhaps, to you and me. 


A , -1 


Wednesday, August 11th, 1954 t 


Memorandum: 

This was one of those hum-drum days that, like the mail 
when scant,as it was today, holds the promise of something 
more worth while on the morrow. 

She one new things under the sun was the presence of J. H. 

at the breakfast table in the big house. This is the first time 

I ever broke fast with him at 3un up. Rut what with no ladies 

at his house, logic seemed to point to the big house for breakfast, 

since he always eats supper there and for the next month will be 
eating dinner there, too. 

He reported an exhuasting trip without any sleep to speak of. 
Haiti was the place he liked best and said he would like 
to go back there 

I have no doubt he wasn't cheered up much by the unending 
heat that is flattening the cotton but I have never known him 
to fulminate against Nature in any of its manifestations and 
that is probably one reason why everybody inclines to like him. 

* « 

I spent the morning keeping pipes going in the shadey 
sections of the gardens which are woefully # dry, of course. Tfianh 
Heaven Joe is in Washington, but J. H. reports a letter from 
there saying Joe doesn t like it. May his dislike by some 
miracle turn to s infatuation and, thus help save the Chinese 
magnolias on Melrose. 

I also got some publicity prepared before the thermometer got 
too high and from 1 until 6 I was busy with people, — 

„ bevy of stupid people from the college, some gentlemen from 
Dallas, a youth who wanted to~ake a flock of pictures, 
the Gillettes from town, Mr. G. being the man who took the 
air photo of the Melrose gardens some years b a ck, some 
ladies from Texas and so on until the supper bell tapped. 

At the close of day I find myself puzzled by two questions, 
why people want to road-run in this heat .and secondly, why I 
bother with them. 
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A: 


I have probably remarked, several times in the past that 
on flew Year’s Eve I like to meditate on the things I have 
learned about during the closing twelth months most of the 
unimportant but pleasant and perhaps one or two that might 
as more profound, This year, thanks to the Barrymore book 
Beryle, —I don't know the spelling of the authors of the 




i terns 
be class) 
and the 
book 

on Ancient American Civilization, but from these volumes in partici 
many a bit of mosaic has turned up that have added much to my 
conception of things past, 

or instance, i hadn't realized before that both Jofyn and 
Lionel had done much by way of painting, that John had illustrated 
the poems of Ella Wheeler Wilcox for the hearst papers when Arthur 
Brisbane was editor and that Lionel had taken his first wife to 
Paris with him where they lived for three years where they were 
in contact with many of the major lights of the Impressionist sch 
and that like the wife of Robert Louis Stevenson , they, too, had 
spent some time at B% rhizon, the fringe of .the forst of Fon- 

th^fto^on h d5yst TCryb ° dy S6emS t0 haVe Uked t0 in ' 


toe 


t look hack at the American civilization volumi- 

wondering why It was so Surprised to'learn that 
Ld De Soto was a.-hrother-irriaw of 


D 


V *1 J ~ -■ O ^ VTfCfcO O u eurj 

?h r-inisr-f that - 

, aT scnopl text hooks never give any hint of tho o-r-i-^ ~ 

civilization that flourished so wonderfully in South America 3 ^ 
in the dayshefore. frolumhus. I have 'ai U n AITE l ri ? a 

an effort-to get somehintings( ?) into __ outjin^of 6 ' 

this civilization put into American text books m Vie belief that 
contemporary civilization would have an opportunity to advance 
apace if students while in school were made acquainted with 
the patterns of overnment that functioned so remarkably 
for centuries in America before the Western world had ho ‘ 
explored and plundered by Spain, 


r.Hi 




been 


But I just notice that this machine has been acting up 
much of what I have written is nothing but a blank space, 
which, in view of its interest, is probably just as well, 


and 


But the hour advances and my cardinal suggests the Tender 
Leaf hour has approached and so I fold herewith, thinking how 
m a ny things we shall e ventually have to take up at some subsequent 
sitting . 


Thursday, August 12th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your letter in today's post, and 
how noble of you to have taken care of all the filling out of 
the several blanks and to have marked so thoughtfully the 
place where my signaturewas to be placed, 

I immediately attempted affixing signature and I am 
returning said documents herewith, But this, of course, is 
only the beginning of your labors in this undertaking, what 
with the photogranhs and plates to be sent and all the attendant 
demands on your time and energy, Frankly, I think I would not 
*:<ve undertaking this matter, had I realized how in the end 
all the work would devlolve upon your shoulders, May Heaven 
eventual, ly provide a compensation in the form of an im- 
pres3ive demand for the mer< handise which the copyright 
will tend to preserve for us so that the returns financially 
may balance off some of the expenditures physical which 
have all been yours, 

.. * {!* V i ew the Rock Hal1 letter, last past, stating 
that the Ho, 1 plates would go forward this week end, 

I lave no doubt the two being sent directly f rom factory t o you 
are already en route or in your true hand. What I am 
puzzling a .bout is why I had only two plates sent when at least 
twice that number shou±d have gone forward so that you might 

r°of it* 0 y° ursel f and two for the copyright office, naturally 

I stall send two plates to you immediately on their arrival 

for I suppose the Washington office, after examining the 

plates, will return them not to you but to me which 

would thus leave you without any unless a couple of more 

were m your true hand to begin with, 

. 

It suddenly occurs to me, as between this paragraph 
aud the above, that in view of the shortness of time between 
ie manufacturing of the Feliciana plate and the buying season 
m the Baton Rouge area, it might be well to clipp off 


% 
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a few day3 from the Post Office Department in 
the matter of the pen and ink sketch of the Feliciana 
number by having it go directly from Rock Hall to you for 
your approval and I shall accordingly instruct Rock Hall 
to send same directly to you, By eliminating the time re¬ 
quired for it to travel from Maryland to Louisiana and thence 
to Hew York and back to Maryland, the direct communication 
with you will add at least a week's savingin getting 
the thing into production . Let us hold the thought that 
in the final sketch there may be no need for corrections 
so that it may go slap into production on its return 
to Rock Hall, I shall enclose a copy of my letter to 
Rock Hall on this point since $ it is to be hoped, the pen and 
ink sketch may be finished and ready to go forward for 
a pproval before I should have time to receive your 0,K, 
as to my decision in eliminating me from the final "Go 
Ahead" gesture, 

i 

In the mean time, I am preparing publicity for the 
release of the Hatches plates and this is being so rigged 
as to appear locally the first week in September in 
order that 1 may use the printed article from the newspaper 
to attach to my sales letter to various shops • We 
shall determine between now and then i^ Plate Ho, 1 photographed 
is bettwer for an illustration than the photo of the sketch, 
and submit the print of which seems the better at the last 
moment, 

• 

I am writing the publicity stuff at a single sitting for 
each article whenever possible as revival meetings, 
school activies and a general tendency to frolic has reduced 
the secretariat to the vanishing point almost and 
getting anybody to ready back such material is impossible 
at the moment, In spite of this, the data seems to be 
turning out alright, I guess, and probably will serve to such 
purpose as is required fully as well as though it were polished 
a bit, 

• . N> J 

'The extraordinary heat persists , Experts in this locality 
state that about 3 more days of it and the cotton will all 
h a ve died. But the nights are cooler and perhaps the dew 
generated between dark and daylight may help a little. My 
own health appears on. the good side and the current need 
for concentration I find stimulating, I pray you 
will not get yourself worked down by all this added labor on you 
part, —please,,,,,. 


Friday, August 15th, 1954, 


C 1) 

. c 


Memorandum: 


> nice to find your pleasantly plump week end letter in 
post, together with the clipping, The latter I am 
until the morrow, what with a rather heavy mail to glance 
before the vanishing secretariat disappeared completely. 


Tlie card, of course, which I shall enclose, speaks for itself. 
And so does Carolyn's letter which I alw a ys make it a point to read 
fairly soon after its arrival si?ice once she appeared on my doorstep 
as I 


part, 


was half through a letter from her, 

" «. "• 

Th.ere was a long, long one from the Hughes which 


have read 

<■ i'V, 


in 


And 


speaking of them gets us back to your letter and I'm so 
glad you gave me a picture of the week end and how the summer visitors 
to the mountains did not make their entire Jaunt in their tumbled down 
car. It was so nice you had ah opportunity to commune a bit 
with the girl friend, —a pleasure which was mutually welcomed by 
both participants, I am sure, since in the hurly-burly of life, 
opportun .ties aren t too frequent, 


such 




Hugheses 
going to 


glad you found the snapshots O.K, and I m sure the 
would be glad to print sotne although I hesitate about 
them direct since it seems to be a difficult thing to 
do business with them and before I know it, plants and shrubs are 
the inevitable exchange for services rendered and what with post office 
restrictions on sending stuff across State lines, before I know it I am 
so bogged down, I discover I would rather skip the whole thing. 




The brightness of your eyes amazes me, particularly in respect 
to the brand"of wine I was imbibing. As a matter of fact, sherry to 
me is but second best, with port always to the fore, but as the Hugheses 
had brought it as a gift, it seemed but the only thing to use 
when they suggested the picture, I am glad the magnolia thing turned 
out alright and that the African House was impressive• I got the 
impression the enormousness of the roof was perhaps more evident in this 


:oit 


, fcj 0 
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picture than in the majority, although I can t sau why, and e sped ally 
as I never did see a human figure in it although 1 believe I was 
editing side one of the representatives of "Alla Babba et les quarante 
voleurs" at the time the thing was snapped. 

How much I should have enjoyed being along side during your* 

European cinemagraphic tour and how much pleasanter would be such a 
pilgrimage than with the 11 0 bags whom we have heard about who are 
covering the same territory and, yo2 may be sure, not in the comfort 
of the air conditioned theatre . 

I am so glad you told me about Colette. Isn't it odd that 
the name, —of all names, --should have come up just at the time 
that it did so that her obiiuary should have appeared so timely. 

It was good to hear from f rma and Farley who certainly are 
sweet. As they did not mention la Storm, -*■ assume she must be 
alright although it does seem quite a tehile since last we heard 
from that quarter. If memory serves me correctly, she was "studying abow 
coming to Louisiana with Kay the first week in August. Perhaps 
they arv "hoovering" about somewhere right now, but I am hoping 
that when they do arrive at this bend of the river, it will 
be after the Wenk excitement has subsided a bit, for I think they both 
would enjoychatting a bit with J. H . and finding it possible 
to relax here as between where ever they are going and whence they 
came. 

4 * "• . . * 

I am glad for Carolyn's sake that she has sold a story to 
Holiday. I find it doubly interesting that the story was one they 
had rejected some time back. She is quite right about the 
advantage of selling one in that it may make regular contributions 
to said publication the easier and since they have rejected others 
she lias submitted, perhaps when once she is being published, the 
other other rejections will have a way of coming back to the suraace 
again. But I find it killing that she is already suggesting a 
jaunt into the Hatches District. The idea of keeping nose to the 
grandstone never seems to enter her head, as one would think it would 
until the mort age deoartment has come a little closer to being 
permanently folded up. Eventually I shall send her on my behalf and 
I'll do my stuff here, although I am hoping I shall be able to load 
up her station wagon with endless china for delivery in theBluff City 
by the^^ime she gets read to start out. It has been such 
a pleasure to have your grand letter and it will doubly pleasant to run 
through it again on the morrow. And now for the Tender Leaf and 
thence to fold. How indebted I am to you for such happiness...... 


Sunday, August 15th, 1954. 

• i t 


Memorandum : 

It was such a quiet, pleasant week end, I cannot refrain from 
expressing the hope that little Miss Lee found it so, too. 

Teh heat continues but I didn't do much gardening and there were 
few pil rims. 

Pat went somewhere today and v. H. took the Wenks boys home and 
so I have seen none of the local characters since yesterday. 

May Balthazar telephoned this morning, saying that one of the 
nuns who had passed this way during the week had asked her if she 
thought I would receive her this morning. I thought I would f and 
so May brought a couple of them, _ one who had never been here before , 
a nd I t.old May to give that lady a tour while the other lady and 
I collapsed on the sofa in the cool of my living room. 

It was pleasant to be able to talk alone with the nun who 
was obviously exceptionally intelligent. Her home base is San 
Antonio but she gets around the country quite a bit and is 
over here for a couple of weeks to ponder on the strange 
status of Cane River and its people down the centuries She is writing 
on various aspects of Sociology a n & I shall be glad to give her a ham 
with whatever details I have that will assist her. 

We talked on a flock of subjects, many of them having to do 
with color. I was interested in what she had to say about Dr. 

Ralph Bunch, She said some time back she had been doing some 
research work in Washington and that she had telephoned Dr. Bunch 
at the State Department and although he was too busy to see her 
at /iis office during the week, he told her he would be glad if 
she pould care to drop by his house, situated near the convent where 
she was staying. She said he had very kindly brought home with him 
a mass of d a ta which he could run over with her. She said his wife 
met her at the door. She, it seems is quite light, and the 
youngest of the three children, a daughter is about average 
Cane River mulatto in. coloring while the next youngest child, a boy, 
is alarmingly light with almost blonde hair and blue eyes, while 


I 
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the eldest child, a other daughter , is very dark, After her 
conference with Dr, Bunch, the children played for her and everything 
q bout her contact was charming, 

We talked on other subjects and I asked her why she thought 
it was the French "voyageurs" of Canada and the soldiers and planters 
Louisiana seemed so much more, unmindful or perhaps indifferent 
to the differences between the'Gallic race and the Indian and the Megi 
She said thit frankly she didn t know but she had sometimes wondered 
n nd this she atrributed as a possiblity of the influence of her 
religious training that it might be that .the French, Sp a txish 
a nd Italians, being all Catholics, weren't surprised that Saints 
to whom they accorded reverence, were of all races and therefore 
the feeling of prejudice, —of difference, was not so great as 
with the Germans and English whose Church were pretty much 
founded on national lines so that communicants inclined to 
think of only the Germans and only the English as being of the 
£ "Gorrect" Church and foreigners w re bound to be in a lesser categoi 
since they couldn't possibly be of the same faith as those who 
belonged to the Episcopal or Lutheran Churches. I thought this 
&n interesting observation, although I must say that all the local Ca~ 
I know are about cj s preddcied a gainst people of color as Protestants, 

I must say, however, on thinking of the matter further that the 
m a chinery of the Catholic Church does seem to operate more 
completely in utter disregard of color and racial considerations 
than the Protestants in this region where the white Catholics do 
operate the convent school for the mulatto children and I cannot 
think of any white Protestants doing anything educational for 
people other than of their own race. 

This afternoon, Father Calahan tapped on my door. In preparing 
his celebration this autumn for the 100th or 101st anniv sary 

of the establishment of the Parish, he asked me if he might consult 

with me one day this week, I gave him tomorrow morning. 

Then he said State Senator Friendman and wife and guests were 
a wsiting me at~the big house. T had expected them. The Senator's 
sister-in-law is a .Madam Shapiro of San Francisco, They had 
been this way before t Following the tour, the Senator spoke 
with me alone for a moment, saying "everybody" in the Parish 
knew that Melrose would not exist .today, had it not been for me and 
he wanted to express hip appreciation of my work on behalf of 
people of the Parish and himself, I thought that kind of him. 

Madam^ eaufort blew in for an hour yesterday morning but I must 
save that for another sitting For now 1 must see what May Craig 

is up to on "Meet the Press", I shall be so happy if your week end wc\ 

alright,,,, 


Monday, August 16th, 1954. 


. ai r.... •« 

Memorandum : 

*• • ' • «_ ,' _ ' l i .• , _ • v ■*< l ' . ■. r » 

Receipt of a bill of lading indicates that shipment 
Matches Mo, 1 went forward on the 11th or 12th, 

i t 

<• I assume that two items went forward to you at the 
same time and I shall probably hear from you as to how they 
turned out before the local deliveries by freight are 
made here. 

From the enclosure, you will undoubtedly be amused 
by the quotations of a letter I penned to John Hall Jacobs 
who is the head of the Mew Orleans libraries, I know the man 
and thought I might enlist an opinion from him as to how 
I might push the library of Congress e urther, Off hand, I 
should say he was definitely out of order, quoting direct 
from my letter to the Library, After all, had I wished 
to write this to the Library of Congress, T should have done 
so. It seems vaguely odd, too, that there was no letter addresi 
to me from Dr, •Jacobs but perhaps he thought the copy of his 
letter to Washington spoke for itself, Well, it certainly 

• did, and I shall speak to Dr, J'acobs further on the point, 

• — - 1 *• ■ ' - '■ 

I •must be in error in supposing that forewarding letters 
of this type as the F oun dation for the Blind has done or in dire 
quotations as Dr, Jacobs has done. Somehow I have always assume 
as a matter of course that such correpondence was intended 
exclusively for the addressee but perhaps this is just another 
example of the 18th century atmosphere in which 1 live and 
which contempoary manners and customs have Hong since 
discarded as old fashioned. 

i4s Dr, Jacobs is an old friend of Lyle s, I thought 
he might join me in giving a push to the Children of Strangers 
recording, and doubly so since he, as a Louisianaian might 
be expected to be especially interested in this novel. 

But I can find nothing in his letter ot «r. Patterson suggesting 
„ny interest in anything other than having his secretary 
copythe'Ies3 personal sections of the letter. Dr. Jacobs, if 
you don t mind, can sit on a tack. 

Yesterday I mentioned that Madam 'eaufort had dropped in 


■ 
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Tuesday, August 17th, 1954. 




to see me on Saturday• I mentioned this merely as a re ?+ rd , + i 
of her further effort to avoid looking th matter straight in th 
face that her son is a dolt. On Saturday she tiad come to tell 
ne that after niving the matter profound thought, she had 
rome to the conclusion that education does nobody a ny’ good 
hat the old two important things m the development of 
her son from boyhood to youth and maturity are r ^ e , . 
and contacts. What good travel,may be if one doe an t know 
what one is looking at I wouldn t know, — but Mere ys 

is a chance of course that there m a y be a fashion show, and 

what value contacts are if there is no mental, co-ordi."ithei 
on the part of the contactor . But that wasn texpla ined eithei 
and of course Beth wouldn t want to dwell on that point a?iy 
way, since the "travel and contact" formula provides an excuse 
for disdaining scholastic pursuits and accordingly therebye 
serves its purpose in full. 

A telephone from a friend in town reports a quick cemtcict 
with Charles Cunningham just as he was leaving for a fishing 
junket in tjie Gulf. He asked that I be advised by telephone 
that he is planning a much better Christmas festival 
program and that He would like to have , bedo someth ing 
worth while about the Joyous Coast plantation homes paying 
that anything I do by way of presenting Beaufort, Oakland 
Oaklawn and so on will receive his approbation. *nia 
is iui te understandable to me, —I do the work. Period. 

Well, we shall see how that turns. 

I was told that Editor Cunningham thought the Melrose 
story for last Chirstmas was perfect and that he w ould like 
little more perfection along the Joyous 0 oast. 

But a paid writer did the Bermuda section and 
phtographers were sent to make the illustrations. 

"■‘■hanks" was sufficient recompense, so far as 1 wa.s co 
cerned in the Melrose deal but I am thinking something 
a little more concrete will be in order when I under a e 
wider fields of endeavor. For instance, i t would seem 
to me appropriate, without giving it much thought, 
that an illustration of the Town of Natchitoches plate 
might be in order in generous siz xe somewhere m 
the announcement. We shall eventually examine 2 UC * . 

possibilities, resting the while, until Editor Cunningham 
has completed his Isaac Walton holiday. 

Our heat continues but the ice bucket continues to 
function perfectly, too, and to the latter I ... . 

J a m now about to address myself and may you be doing likewise. 


Memorandum : 


post 


Hbw nice to find your Friday evening letter in today's 


I m so sorry to learn you have been such a busy bee, for the 
weather is agai nst all things pertaining to extra activity, but 
I am holding the thought that things may have eased a bit and I 
Know you can co nt on me for understanding the enforced 
season of quiet. Do not, I pray you, undertake to write 

+n in £*, are , at suc \ h ? P itch , and, as I fear, if the plates have 
come to hand, please don t give them a second thought until all 

lilrTl h + Ubt i U i has P a r ssed and wttl after the impending school 
terms have started, for I have no doubt you will be getting a 

flock of passenger*pi eons from the land of Bolivar between now 

rni 7 b0r +h Ba ^ i° 9 / pr J V you » conserve your energies all you 

can for the day to day domestic aid business demands. After all. there 

is no reason why our mutual projects can t wait a little until 

have had Jiad an opportunity to take a breather. 

b BUt Si b C6 r y ° U did take iine out to writ e between jumps, may I tell 
you how much appreciate your kindness and may I also thank you 

for yourfrankness in setting forth your opinions which seemed to 
coincide so neatly with mine regarding the advantages of having 
sample copies of the No. i Natchez'' item getting into the 
Proper hands. I respect the right of every man to his own opinion 
nt sometimes I m a*little puzzled by Robinas, as in the McCarthy 
case and the patter of the plates. Naturally, after discovering 
her stand on McCarthy, I never mentioned him again The same will 
be the case regarding the Natchez plates so that neither she nor we 
shall loose any sleep over that variance' of opinion. 


I was 
post which 
Potomac to 
transcript 
concerning 
Supreme Co 
string to 
running th 


hearteded to have Mr. Agronsky s response in today's 
seems to have taken 10 days to make the journey from the 
the - ane. I did not have,an opportunity to read the 
ie enclosed, but I have no doubt it is the same I heard 
the re-action of the Washington mothe of color to the 
urt ruling. As in everything I forward without attaching 

same, I do not want this back but thought you would enjoy 
rough it. * . J y 


I shall pen Mr. Agronsky a note latter tonight. 


i . 
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"Decline and Fall of the Roman •’ ?!'» by * °f Gibbon's 

records, I never did get to Ifr “ Biaatn *«, Whx l e 1 read several 

long and interesting introduction in°+hi 0pu t* what Wlth such a 
edition brought out by Vikina Press, CUt version °f a recent 

Vp^co^rinVthV- l™ 3 ° C01lt h em P° rar y of 

from 1757 to 1794 „ n -rJ++- - j0Jerin 9 the years, roughtly, 

if »ou <«»_* mind* and have an fZl iZuif " llTfeTur,. 

LauefnnVfiifJe PaPa s * nt «■ “> 

fell in love with a yown lndn mhnZ eduoat '°’‘> «« youth 
minister, ack in Lnnrinfi ^ P a P a was a Calvinist 

son's expressed desire ??\ P ° Po J bb °" 3atd " But *» the 
"the loner sighed and the s“>7oiered”‘’“'‘fti 0 *L al 'rf rf”' 
young lady's opportunities For shill i* ?!* thls dldn * hill the 
.’leaker, life of the great ttnnfi V , “/termed, she married 
Herr ltd Frau (ieehef, got til? rear ^ lo “ is -™. end 

of a darter »/,<, B0S to 6e0 ^ Madame dfTtatf. P ''‘’“ d P “ re,,t 

»<• *2 -"wE *» ^54 and then IF. 

i'n Te^oT! ZpZI TeVsTd V ” 2H 

(l. faris or Versailles *J as f?, ° dl " e , with the -"takers either 
other intellectuals of * the dau I d S a C*V ld 0 / Voltaire and 
doom his impressions in said mimoiresf‘ dSr> “ g ‘ J ’ ^ eUer J ’ otted 



^Hd now may I say Damn as 

3/ 3 2i 3 „te^ f«or‘^! 3 ' i>eCaU8e ' J 


I just realise that this rmrr h* 
you HO* to Mother u/mf or rather bother 


you, it ioasn t 


It seems like 




firs. Stirling and Mary Pringle 1 ' I hole\ if* hea . rd f rom la Storm, 
any of them, Mrs. Stirling is*usuaii? no thing is the matter with 
reference to any of several DoinVt s °P rom P t and as she skiped 
I ms w ' o:i dering^if brought up in my last Setter, 

<-onj let little Miss Lee exhaust herself for that mlSd^rlaul^atterl. 


1 


Wednesday, Agust 18th, 1954, 


- i;;>: o — «, ' ' ' 

if i A *X * , ’ \ t‘ r \ 1 * ’ i " 1)0 v i a OP O 

. A ' 4 S . J , • i 

Memorandum: 

How nice to find your Monday air mail in today's post. 

What apity you had all that chasing around to no success in 
your effort to track down the 4Snd Street photographer, I continue 
praying Heaven you will not wear yourself out in all this business 
although' waiting until such time as to the rush of things and the weather 
I wouldn't know when, if ever, that would be. 

In the same post came letters from each of the three directions 
I had mentioned in my last memo as being matters of wonder. The 
letter from Mock's Corner and from Wakefield speak for themselves, 
he letter from Mary Pringle I am sending to Lora as it explains why 
I was so long in hearing from her and consequently why Dora was so 
long i n getting the report on the syrup situation ~bout which he had 
a sked. It seems in the Pringle case, a tenant i n her house or on her 
property had brought the mail home from the post office a week back, 
putting it in a magazine while en route and then forgot to divest said 
publication of its first class mail 0 n reaching home so that the letters 
it contained were unusually long in getting delivered, 

As for Kay's letter, 3he seems to have made quite an effort to 
knock qff a long one, —I don t recall such an effort in the past, 

I didn t not writs them on Sunday a couple of weeks back, supposing 
them, as everybody else apparantly did, to be in Hew Orleans, Frankly, 

I am surprised they noticed the failure of a letter from here to reach 
them but while I did not skip them intentionally, perhaps a little 
n absent treatment" did no harm It at least had the virtue of breaking 
their routine and probably jogged them a little, 

I was impressed by Kay's reference to "Farley's first wife", — which 

was news to me, I must pass that one along to Carolyn, 

• , * v \ ' r r,.. c, »>*•;»/, 

In the case t of Mrs, Stirling's letter I suppose I should acknowledg 
it but it couldn't possibly reach her before she started for Melrose on F 
a nd so I shall simply go on the assumption that she is coming. I 
wish qome plates would come so she might take a batch back with her, alth 
I don t want to release them for sale quite yet. 

•3 

l ‘ v- • V s * 7 - ' 






\ 

a*v i . 

t 

iv 

V 

rto i »■ - 

. 

“* SK> 
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I am wondering if you are acquainted with a lavther large 

oil painting, I haveiSt the slightest idea where it hangs although 

vaguely it seems to me I remembember having seen it, although 
what I saw may have been a reproduction, --of a man on foot, 
grasping at the bridle of a huge black horqe, rearing with vast ferosi 
I don't recall the artist's name and I don t remember the title of tht 
picture but it was probably something likeAlexander taming 
, Bucepholus" or some such natation. It is possible I saw the thing 
in some Greeh history or some life of Alexander or some mythological 
thing. It wasn t anything particularly special but1 recalled it 
the other day a fid thought 1 would mention it, thinking that sometime 
you might run across it in some book or other or perhaps in some post 
card display you might chance to be glancing at. I haven t the 
slightest idea how Alexander spelled the name of his horse but 
when pronounced it sounded like Bucephelus or some such, and as 
I recall, there was some tale about the animal being a ferocious 
sta'llion*nobody could tame until Alexander came along, discovered 
that in reality, the horse was frightened of his own shadow, and so 
by merely turning him about so he couldn t see it, and thus 
accomplished what nobody else had been able to do. It all reminds 
me now that I think of it about Signor Columbus and his ability 
to stand a boiled egg on end and withal sort of on the silly side. 

My ^ind got around to Alexander by thinking about the Marly 
horses at the entrance of the ^hamps Ely sees, and while that c 
statue by Cosvoix had nothing to do with Aelxander, the similarity of 
postion of figures and all reminded me of the painting. 

Dr. Ambrose ertzog is visitng his mother at Magnolia and 
yesterday he passed by the store to leave a copy of the weekly pub 
lication, Catholic Action, or some such, which carried a picture 
of the Holy Papa receiving the Mew Orleans contingent of pilgrims 
and people with brighter eyes than mine thought efaey could find 
Celeste's face in the group. I certainly hope she got that close 
to that gentleman C, B. Luce tried to convert, for such proximity ouj?M 
to give her complete satisfaction the balance of her life. 

Last night I finished the biograp hical sketch about Mr. Gibbon 
and got a few pages into his "Decline and Kail" which I j^ound instruct 
and since I know mighty little about the Homan Lmpire, I m delighted 1 
learnSomBwhbtBg.--in Lumas Malone, I suppose, I read a bout a circular , 
table T. Jefferson, Esquire, had made for myself holinding a bottle ot 
two, a place for sandwiches, etc, for midnight snacks without disturbi i 
servants. I'm wondering if G. E. or somebody ha3 ever made a modestly 
proportioned night table in the nature of an ice box, convenient for 
bed side use Doesn t that sound wacky and awfully good, too.....* 



Tfiursday, August 19th, 1954. 


Memorandum ; 

*' ' , •_ t **, i i ' 

How nice to find your two perfectly elegant week end letters 
in this morning's post. 

. 

A half dozen circumstances prevented me from getting to them 
until after first dark but the enjoyment of every word when I got 
"all sot" was worth the waiting. 

- ■ o; . . , . . ' •. y- 

And how kind of you to keep me so well informed with what is 
cooking on so, many fronts and how wonderful that you should generously 
offer to do some thing a bout the Yucca stationary when it runs out. At 
present estimates, I should judge that it ought to stretch easily from 
here until January. I love it so much, f use it daily but 
restrain my impulse to do so on letters that may as readily be 
typed on this prosaic type of paper. If I may, I shall let out a wail 
along in the autumn, giving an indication well in advance that my supply 
is running low. I cannot tell you how much I appreciate your thoughtful 
ness in thinking of this and bringing it up for consideration. 


And may I tahnk you for telling me news from so many fronts and 
thus keep me acquainted with a variety of matters • It is good 
to know that the wife of the one time finance departamental head continue 
to look so fine. I suppose we both, continue to be puzzled a little 
at that somewhat curious explosion on their domestic hearth ever so far 
back and how it all came to naught. Every life, I believe, is abundant 
subject matter for a biography and it has long seemed to me that that 
episode would merit volumes, were it to be adequately if not completely 
explained. 



t 

And may I thank you for telling me the delightful story hinging 
oil Africa about Dr. Bunch. Odd, wasn t it, that we both should have been 
talking about him on the same week end, —the subject under discussion 
doming from such widely s eparated sources. And tonight, Mr. Collingwood 
contributed his remarks concerning the new Bunch -position in United Hatio 






Sui 
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Friday, August 80th, 1954, 




(F V 


V' ^ • , 

( 7 , yrP '^ { ' 

0 S 


their 


, r >,oj/ for telling me about the recordings being made 

of yL.our a friends in so " J mai{y° different walks of life, Surely the 
Cane A iver artists ought to present likely material for such use 
and I shall ask Carolyn if she knows about the organization, I 
should imagine she does not but I should not care to send her the 
clipping regarding the matter, feeling as 1 do that in view of the 
protracted periods of silence in her correspondence, she might 
misplace anything and everything before she e ver got around to 
respond, 

■ " • 

And speaking of letters, I shall have to write some tonight 
in hopes of staving off Labor Hay week enders, 1 shall enclose 
a letter from the Hughes family. It is so n 136 to know; they like to 
come this way but it seems difficult for me to acquaint them with the 
uncertainties of my holiday week-ends. It isn’l the management of 
pilgrims that present difficulties but the presence of too many w 
Henry’s..And how anybody carf predict their^plans^from day to day,when 
in disagreeable mood, they can’t imagine for v themselves“which way 
they will jump from hour to .hour. -I suppose.it likely that Joe might 
skip down from Washington and probably the Baton'Rouge contingent 
might make it and as roc. the Shreveport^ herd, nobody can predict 
helter-skelter goings and comings* 

I find it remarkablethat you discovered!?) the New Orleans writer 
of the card so neatly. I have not^heard from that quarter since theiij 
return and ? I am hoping I -may not before the European jaunt has beeh c 
completed, but sooner or later I ,shall hear and I shall most certainly 
advise you. I think you are so right. 

Eriend.Postell appeared unannounced this afternoon to say 
Goodbye* He is returning.to New Orleans with his family on -the morrow 
You would .have enjoyed beiijg party of pur conversation. He has come 
to hold the 17th century ih high esteem, apd Louis-KIV im particular, 
his admiration being based primarily, I think, on the encouragement 
q,uatorze gave to scientists and the order he organized, enabling 
science itself to .the considerable .sjep forward as the 18th century 
became heir to the v 17th. He took one of the prints of the #1 design 
yfith him, wanting.to drum up a.little trade, which I thought ever.so 
kind of him. 

Lord, Lord...how soon we arrived at the bottom pf this. page. 

But tomorrow is another day and we shall resume at this same hour. 

In the meantime May I thank.you again, for all the happiness your, 
week-end letters have brought my way... 


Memorandum: <■ 

* 

How kind of you to wire me regarding the status of the 
prints. Your message arrived by this morning's post, giving 
me an opportunity to withdraw the sketch print which I was 
on the point of mailing to the newspaper, Thus 
your foresight in anticipating the importance of this message 
to me has turned the trick very neatly and I am filled 
with gratitude for your kindness, 

The delivery of the wire was delayed a bit and on taking 
the matter up with the Hatchitoch.es Western Union office, I 
was informed that in cases where messages are sent to rural 
residents, the telephone number may be included in the 
address which often facilitates immediate delivery, as 
for example, 

Mr. Moi-Meme, 

Hatchitoches 7 
Melrose, La, 


8045 , 


/j 


/ 


As I had not known of this before, I thought I would jot 
it down herewith in case you had occasion to substitute 
a telephone number for a street address, 

, ; ; r - ‘3 i 

I am so glad the new photographic arrangements are going 
to work out nicely and I am also enchanted to have the news that 
sketches Ho, 8 and 3 had not as yet reached you. This 
affords me an opportunity to write Rock Hall and I shall 
attach a carbon copy of same to this letter. Perhaps this 
delay in deligbery of the sketches will enable me to get 
the letter to Rock Hall in ample-time for the manufacurers 
to deepen the dye a bit on these succeeding designs. 

The. Rock Hall shipment arrived this morning at 9, — 
the truck making this bend about three hours earlier than cutomary, 
This gave me ample opportunity to transport the merchandise to Yuccc 
and to unpack it before Mrs, Stirling'& arrival between 
10 and 11, and „thus I was atle to place an order in her car and 

? - - -j,f j vvu'.Y -viio' ' Lr> •**or sor.o 
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What I was saying before the fade out sturck was the 
fact that Friend Postell came to say Goodbye this afternoon t 
as he is returning to Hew Orleans with his family on the 
morrow, He took one of the prints of Ho, 1 design with 
him, wanting to drum up a little trade, which I thought very 
kind of him, 

* 

And so again I say thai}ks to you for making my evening 
such a happy one. How nice that we never seem to get 
finished with all our talking and comparing of notes ..... 


b-v 




so avoid the necessity of packing same and shipping, 

I was pleased to discover that Mrs, Stirling could 
get about very readily and it would seem that her recovery from 
her accident has been wonderfully accomplished. With her 
came her daughter, Anne, and a school_chum of hers • 

We spread our picnic by St, Giggin s fountain and although 
the day was hot, a fan and an unexpected breeze that sprang up 
made our sitting very pleasant. After breaking bread, 

Anne, who had been here before, took her girl friend for 
a tour while Mrs. Stirling and I chatted concerning a 
variety 'of points in our impending business 

Feeling the obina attitude did not co-incide with ours 
regarding the x publicity value to be achieved in the 
pres nting of plates to those whose houses appear on 
the plates, I asked Mrs. Stirling if she would deliver in 
person one plate each to the Feliciana home owners • She said 
she would gladly do so and asked if I wished Commissioner 
Wells to recieve one, as presiding official of the 
4 Park Department over the fortunes of Oakley, I told her 
I did. She said that she is selling Lois Lester birds in 
her shop and that she felt quite sure that the gift of a plate 
to Lois would tend to echo news concerning the item far 
and wide as i~ois pursues her lecture tours across the 
Gulf States area. So may it be. 

_ 

I was glad to have some Guernsey lily bulbs to hand 

as conversation somehow got around to that subject and 

I was able to include some bulbs in with the plates 
put in the car for 'Wakefield • I was equally entranced when 
on leaving, there was a package of pasteries from Hew Crleans which 
were left for me. They are in small individual units and I 
think they ought to go along nicely with the Fall of Home 
and the rise of the Tender Leaf department sometime later tonight. 

■By 3 o clock, the ladies had departed, having remained long 
enough for a pleasant visit and providing me with ample time 
to get caught up on several odds and ends before supper time. 

But just as the supper bell tapped, a man, wife and five children 

appeared at the front gate, --the man being an assoeciate of 

the General at Ethyl, naturally I skipped supper with 

the local associates to spread hospitality for the Baton Rouge 

contingent, which brings me to now, and glow I must roll up 

my sleeves and do some work, expressing my whole hearted appreciati 

once more for all your thoughtfulness this a»d every day .. 
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Sunday, August 22nd, 1954, 
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Memorandum : 


How nice to find yourTuesday note in Saturday's post, 
keeping me abreast with things as they turn in the 
.cinemagraphic section, 

All week end I have been hoping that little Miss Lee is 
having a measure of the quiet obtaining here, J, H, sent 
the Wenk boys home gn Saturday and as he and Pat have been m 
the big road since supper time of last night, I have been 
comparatively alone and able to hammer away at this type¬ 
writer without too many interruptions. 


'The enclosure from Carolyn speaks for itself, I continue 
to find myself mildly surprised that in view of existing 
circumstances, she casually plans to 'do Manhattan in 
September but by now we should be accustomed to the unexpected 
in all things relating to her doings, 1 suppose. 


I take it as a matter of course that you will let me 
know if you should ever care to contact her, I know you 
both would hit it off to mutual delight but I shall never 
bring up the matter to her unless you signify a desire, \e 
is the kind of person who would not make any gestures at conic 
ing you but if you will enjoy greater peace of mind by skippir 
her entirely at the present time, L shall understand that, toe 
and so I shall leave it up to you to express any such desire 
before ever mentioning it to her, I touch on this point mere j 
for your own information and shall understand perfectly if yoi 
vrefer another setting for the initial contact. 


Before folding up my beard tonight, I shall jot down a fi 
random thoughts that might be dropped into a Hatches article 
at various stages of the thing, should she ever get a round to 
interest herself in such an undertaking • I shall send her 
additional sentences from time to time and, if I don t 
forget, I shall make carbon copies and enclose same with memo. 


i 
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II A T C HEZ 


an ante bellum design for contemporary liui » 


3 




t \! **•*- fl. 

I was amused and relieved to have a letter from Melon H\ 
saying th,ey had discovered an appointment for the Labor Day 
week kend, making the jaunt down here impossible, Abow- the 
time I was reading their letter, they were getting one from 
me discouraging the thing anyway, Dor once at least circums 
dove-tailed with desire so far as a national holiday was cont 

Last night I even got around to read a few pages from 
Gibbon's opus on Rome, L think this Viking edition is good 1 
that much of the military details are eliminated, The 
forward states frankly that the edition is designed to 
entice people int-o reading this shortened version in hopes 
many of them will feel the impulse to drop it and, 
turn to the complete text and there to make a "glutton" out c 
themselves, I was reading about Diocletian, the first 
great head of a State who ever relinquished his septre on 
•his own volition. After handing his imperial purple mantle 
over to another, he retired to his estate on the Dalmatian c<i 
where 1 believe some of the mosaic floors and walls of his v> 
a re still extant, I was just licking my chops at the impendi 
description of his establishment and its famous gardens when, 
clop, --an editor's note intervened to point out that 
this descriptive account was deleated from the present text, 
whereupon I naturally ciredi "Miserel" 

I was quite a stonished along about first dark when some 
came up from I know not where and actually spilled a few droi 
of water, It was enough to settle the dust but it has 
produced a cooling effect that has brought the thermometer 
down to the 80's and that leans in the direction of increast 
vim and vigor, 


•In the odds and ends department, I'm wondering how F ar li 
is progressing on his book and when arolyn is going to 
begin her stint. It seems excellent policy on my part never 
to mention the matter to either but I think Carolyn got the 
impression last February that I had grave doubts about 
any date within the foreseeable future when we might expect 
a completed manuscript. At the time, Carolyn, I felt instinc 
l&jyt<Jj,&how wrong I was, I continue holding the thought that I 
- " may have been but I doubt it. 

And so a new weeks starts and I'm hoping that a breathi 
spell since Friday has offered you a measure of the same 
vitality it has brought me,,,,,. 


'Today America is entering upon her Golden Ag. 

Here, in the middle of the 20th century, the hoc attained the 
upper level of her plateau of civilization in natters military, 
economic, cultural, scientific and even philanthr pic.The parallel 
between this Tricon sit-nation and that of Europe in the middle 

of the 18th century is arresting • 

In the middle of the 2700’s tae Age of enlightenment 
dawned over Europe. By ao-inetdenoe at fust that moment, 

Pompei, buried utterly for more than fifteen Hundred years, was re- 
discovered, giving Europ.a pattern in architecture and elegant 
eimplicitythat set the seal of good taste for a century. 

‘Today, in striking similarity,, thanks to the Williamsburg 
restorations and the re-diceovery of the mansions of Hatches, 

America finds herself possessed of a promise and a pattern 

for cultural living that promises at once to be both golden and good. 

People are forever pondering on but never explaining the rare 
concentrations of groups of men on some particular segment of 
human ie endeavor within a limited scope of time and space. 

How was it there was such a flowering of philosophers and artist 

in the Greece of the 6th century B. C. my was it so many religious 

sects appeared in a narrow band across Hew fork State in hte 19th 

century, that conspired to bring so many men of brains and characu 

to assist at the birth of the infant /.nerican Republic in the 

last quarter of the ISth century in philddelpliia. 

mat brought about such a concentration of mansion in Hatches in 
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during the ante bellum period • 

Within a radius of 20 miles houses and gardens mushroomed 
around Paris • Vithinthe span of a single life time, the most perject 
palace and gardens the world has known came into ’c inn at Marly-ie-Moi 
Inspired, by the Pompeian excavations the most classic and widely copie 
country house was created at ctit Irianon • J-l-.ese were but pinnaCj.e s 
in the pattern of suburban life in a perfect mase of distinguished 
houses stretching from, bagatelle to Bellevue and heck again,But with 
tie close of the era came arson, accident and armies to obliterate 
many of them from the face of the eart ■ and the torch of fastidious 
building in Europe faltered and failed • 

» 

Without considering the impressive assortment o houses, banded 

l *. * . 

i.'ito close proximity artificially at such resorts n3 Newport, 

Southhampton and Palm Beach, the country is dotted with hones of 

d i s ti net i o n , beauty and charm but for the traveler, unmindful oj 

what is just u.head t the amazing concentre .ion of mansions in 

a radisu of 20 miles of Hatches produces an effect closely 

akin to bewilderment • For here on the banks of the Mississippi , 

170 miles above Hew Orleans in a setting xstx completely rural 

stand douens of ante helium residence, the jreat majority of which 

• * 

came into being from 1800 to I860, one hundred ye rs aj'ter 
the parallel period of architectural and horticultural flowering 
in France • And in spi e of the destructive agencies of arson, accxden\ 
armies, frave dealt devasting blows in the Hatches county, still 
a surprising number of theseexhibit3 of yesterday's culture survive 
as inspirations for ~ 


I 
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Monday, August 25rd, 1954 . 


Memorandum : 

\ . r« B * 

• V 

May I tell you that both photographic envelopes arrived 
this morning with their abundant supply of prints 
of the plate • 

£am wondering if you, like me, found the prints 
to be much better than the original they reproduce % 

I think them splendid and I am at once delighted and 
tremendously indebted to you for all your labor, diligence 
a nd generosity . 

■ i 

I immediately took telephone in hand, advising the 
newspaper in town that the true likeness for the 
news article would be put in the mail forthwith and 
within a week or two, the preliminary announcement should 
be to hand • 

These splendid prints confirm what I had envisioned 
at the time I wrote Bock Kail asking that a darker blue 
be used in subsequent manufacturing. The initial plates 
are certainly jovely and I like their subtle coloring for 
people like ourselves but I am convinced that it is a 
darker color that would attract the attention of the 
casual shopper and, after all, that is the person on whom 
we depend for turn overr, I believe I sent you a copy of 
my letter to Mock Hall. I'm sure la Cowperthwaite must have 
been disappointed at my reaction but if a darker 
n nd therefore mre striking design emerges to catch the casual 
glance, then more merchandise will be sold andshe will benefit 
accordingly a s well as all other concerned • 

<•3 ! \ ■■ Z) ' -• 4 w « ’ 11 . ' 

Or could I be wrong . 

And speaking of copies of letters, you will be impressed, 
I thinktf, by the brevity of my message to Mr. Patterson . 

As John Hall Jacobs had not written to me but had merely 
sent a copy of his letter to Mr. Patterson, so I returned 
, the courtesy by simply putting a copy of my letter to 
Mr. Patterson and so sent it to Mr. Jacobs, Confidentially, 

I might have added a post script to the letter, adding but 
a. single word, -•‘"Temporarily", for actually I really haven't 
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Tuesday, August 84th, 19 54. 


started the rumpus. But the burden of the initial 
skirmish I shall go into at length at some 
subsequent sitting, 

Of course r, Patterson's remark that he might re¬ 
consider the Saxon opus gives a wonderfuly opening. 

Does he occupy the post of censor in library matters 
in being the arbiter as to what the blind shall not read 
in books that are accessable to the sighted, And as 
for the costs involved in the Proust recordings, I am 
frankly floored by the enormous amount of trash in the form 
of Ellery $ueen murder mysteries that get on to wax monthly, 
and eventually I shall inquire if, should newspaper costs be 
an occasion for curtailing publication, the Mirror should 
get the advantage as against the Times, , 

But at the moment, argument would get nobody to first base 
and so perhaps the terseness of my response may be more 
effective, I hope. 

In the Department of PoacL Punning, you may readily envisii 
my surprise to find myself at the movies in town tonight. 

At supper I, u , had asked me to go with him and naturally 
I reajdily accepted, not because I was dying to go any place 
but rather because I felt he preferred not going alone, --and , 
of course it would be an evening utterly wasted for him, were 
he to "stay put" for one evening at home, 

v o i A 1 * if •. ( • ^ 0« '* ft''* 

2 ?le two young priests from across the river were fishing 
from the br d$e as we crossed and so we stopped, had them put 
their poles in the o ar, and whisked them away with us. 

I know not what their superior, Father Calahan, may have though 

as to what had happened to then when they didn t appear at 

first dark, but for all T know, the young priests may fish 

half the night from the birdge without ever causing a 

ripple either at ,the rectory or elsewhere. The picture 

wa 3 a Western thing in which opencer Tracy figured and apparani 

was quite good jjj a restrained , raucous sort of way t although 

our situation in the theatre was such that I couldn t see 

to vaAijaiiAvk.ngi.guQe at the prints of Plate Ho, 1 and wonder 

at their remarkable photogenic properties, 

if we pan eventually bring into being the remark of Oscar 

Wilde about Art being the model for Life to copy, then 

everything will be rigged tp perfection. The houradvances 

and I must fold. Again my blessings on little Miss Dee 

for being so nice to me,*,,. 


o; 


Memorandum : 

It was so nice last night when I had finished my desk work an' 
relaxed in my arm chair to glance at the prints once more before 
folding up my beard when, Do', I discovered your nice letter 
of Friday nestling in betweeji the prints themselves, 

r 's v ■ ■ i . n 

And so today I had another chat with you through this medium 
gi d I'm so glad to have youracco nt of the different photographic 
establishments and see the results of their works, I must 
concur with your opinion that this latest effort is exceptional. 

And I smiled to myself when I learned that little Miss Lee 
did not subscribe to m& idea that it is unnScessary to photograph 
the sketeches of Hos, 8 and 3, what with the plates themselves 
being to hand in such a short time,. It is quite possible, of 
course, that due to the tricks of the camera, it will be 
the sketch rather than the finished plate that will appear 
on film to advantage and if so, then you will be so right, a'lthoug) 
in view of the artistry of the present prints of the finished 
Ho, 1 item, I must say „ that particular brand of work appears to 
beremarkab'ly fine, 

i .) f-so'V t>r* Qljr.i «1 r 

I am hoping to arrange publicity in the Hatchitoches 
paper for about the 3rd or 4th of September in order that 
I can thus have to hand a clipping that I can attach to the 
form letters I shall send thither and yon tq 

retailers. Obviously plates Ho,8 and 3 can t possibly be here 
by next week but so long as the first of the series is to hand, 
that will be sufficient to show locally and the clipping, I 
think, should supply excellent advertising material, 

The enclosed post card suggests that the Paris interlude 
was one of vast satisfaction, I gather the big thing was 
the night life and the Opera, Th re was an intesne desire to 
observe fashionable clothes worn by fashionable people 
but one wouldn't look for ax sych in either the night spots 
<of the Opera in the middle of August # b ut undoubtedly there were 
other ladies, bent on the same mission, and thus the one was 
able to observe the wearing apparel of the other and Falling 
Bricks, Montana never suspected that the^chic frock being 
worn by the lady at a table across the floor was the proper y 



t 













From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS, #N~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




6892 




6893 


Wednesday,August Sbth, 2954. 




Lf..-' 

Ot 304 « 

6 o«V : 

i OOV- 

til 4' 
■ too <j o < 


i t: 




4 

of another American bag from Painted Post Nebraska, 
important thing is that a wish has be satisfied. 


But th,e 


' it 0 U 
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o 
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Lucille and Alphonse Prudhomme rani down from Oakland 
to spend and hour with me this afternoon at 5. I like them 
both but as they and the secretaries selected the same moment 
to converge on me, I got practically no place with the 
reading department, although I caught up on a few pieces 
of mail after supper. An involved letter from Mary Pringle, 
having to do with the shipment of the syrup to Dora confused 
me considerably as it did my reader, what with the Pringle 
typewriter apparantly being in a worse state than mine. 1 aia 

figure out, however, that I owe her for the syrup and shipping an 
that she has made me an ante bellum doll which she is t aking 
from Lecompte to Alexandria to give to the Rands to bring to 
me. As I understand it, she made the head of clay in ber 
own pottery corner a -'d then proceeded to dressthe thing. I 
a m hoping it will addd to the attractiveness of the initial 
display of the Jlatches items in town ^ and, what s more, 
l'm hoping e very body see ing it, doesn t rush in and 
want to buy the'' dolll, having ignored the product it is 
calculated to advertise. 

1 

I read a little more from the Gibbon opus whose title 
should have been "The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire and the Inception and Rise of the Roman Catholic Church . 
The Gibbon account, along about Chapter 14, of how the 
Christian Church got organised and fifncti oningi s long and 
dry and instructive • Although I don> t recallhaving ever heard so 
there is ho question in Tiiy mind that the Pope must have slapped 
the "Decline and Fall" on the Index immediately upon its 
appearance, sometime late in the 18th century» 

At 1 o'clock this afternoon we had a briefc a unonade from 
on high and a few.drops of xater to dampens the cotton 
in the bolls and so knock off the pickers, —much to their deligh 
I reckon. But the electric disturbance, although producing 
scant moisture, did succeed in pushing down the thermometer 
and tonight will be excellent for sleeping. I'm sorry your week¬ 
end was rigged up for hurly-burly. Poor little tired Miss - ee... 


\«aj; 
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days, meaning that 

without much assistance from 
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<' ^ ^.I i i(1 c-ao . 

ft has been one of those 
Rome will have to decline and , 

me at tonight's sitting,,/or something tells me I shall 
,automatically begin resting my eyes no sooner than the 
disk starts revolving within the next hoy.r. 

he weather continues warm but not so blistering as earlier 
in the month, today being a mere 96 and what with a gentle 
breeze puffing in and out from the South East, I haven t minded 
a steady concern from d^wn 'til dusk with gardening and 
pilgrims. 

, 

And then there were many telephones of no particular 
moment, --Charles Cunningham asking me about editing the 
historical material for this year s C ristmas *estival, Annie 
ibson, calling from Montgomery, saying her daughter and new 
son-in-law were in from California and might she show me the son- 
law and would I should him Melrose as on Friday, —a day already 

but with sufficient moments left over to squeez 


pleasantly filled 
in at least one son-in-law. 
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And then there were people from Muscatine, Iowa a>»d from 
San Francisco, not to mention representatives from various 
quarters of the Pelican State, —and the secretaries put in an 
qpearance but we never did get an opportunity to e xamine the 
day's mail which didn't look l\ke anything startling. 

■ ■ •>, • i ’■•"■V ,U 

D ut speaking of the post, I am reminded that I wanted 
refer to the matter of the copyright insignia, as mentioned 
your last letter • You e xpressed uncertainty as to what 
might expect if, because of the smallness of the mark, 
Copyright Office did not grant the requested regist ation, 

. t 

I understand it, if the registration is not granted, 
the petitioner looses the right to start suit against anyone who 
manufacturers an object similar to the one for which papers 
are filed . In tha .c.qse of Uatchez Mo, 1, the Office will probabl 
not act favorably unless, as you point out. Ho. 1 gets under 
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the wire or over the hurdle because of the companion pieces bear , 
we hope, a slightly larger copyright mark, ut if only 
one of the three plates makes the grade, it seems to me that 
will be sufficient to deter anybody from manufacturing anything 
of a like nature since, as we speculated earlier, it is quite 
possible that the copyrighting of a single one of the units 
would be sufficient to stave off anybody from hazarding a 
design in any way resembling the style we are employing, 

And so I shall not be too disappointed if No, 1 design is 
denied registration, % 7he failure to grant registration, as i 
understand it, does not prevent sales in any way, I must 
say, however, that I feel there is room for correction of the 
copyright laws so that one may submit drawings in advance oj 
manufacturing and the office shall approve or deny the 
petition so that before casting the dye and bringing out a 
flock of merchandise, one may know for sure if the copyright 
stamp is authentic or not, 

t 

I may or may not have remarked about a point concerning 
the picnic last Friday when rs, Stirling, her daughter 
and the latter's school mate were here, I thought nothing 
about wheti attacking the delicious sandwiches that all of 

them chanced .to be of something other .than meat filling. 

It transpired as we were finishing that the daughter 
expressed regret that the day wa3 a meatless one on the Catholic 
caldedar and said that next time they would try to make a round 
on some other day .than Friday so that her mother might 
stir up some of her delicious fried chicken, I said i was 
under the impression the Stirlings were Episcopalians and was 
assured they all were. It turned out that the ladies had, assumec 
that because-of She presence of the Chapel of the blessed Martin, 
they had had no doubt in their respective minds that I must 
be a Catholic, whereupon we all had a fine time be-moaning the 
fact that this misunderstanding had denied us of almost every 
picnic's prize item, fried chicken, and I was able to tell them 
how Miss Alberta had been so puzzled that a Catholic Chapel 
could have been contrived by a Protestant although she hastened 
on to say 3he na urally could understand well enough if anybody 
had rigged up a Chapel for ary Baker &ddy, Little Miss Alberta 

was certainly a pure sight, 

•> \,i t “• • ’ 

But I must get on with some mail and thence to the 
ice bucket and then find out jU3t how far Pome can fall before 
I, \oo, fall —asleep.,•••• • 


Thursdday, August 26th, 1954 « 


» * » 


'•T 






Memorandum: 

Another day not unlike your 
to say, but hurly burly. 




own, no doubt > which is 


A letter fromRock Hall indicates the designs for llos, 2 oHd 3 
were forwarded to you, as of the 24th and I am holding the 
thought that these aren t going to add tempo to the pace you 
.are already maintaining J </. 

My afternoon and evening were such that I didn t get a 
chance to do much with the letters which arrived unexpectedly 
this afternoon when J, H, stopped off at ayou Hatchez and brought 
down tomorrow morning's batch There were people here from 
3 until after 8:30 _^Carmen coming down by appointment at 6:30 
with her mother and, an ex-Fpi scopal m ^ n ister of Hatchitoches, with 
wife and some other lady and they lingered gong on the gallery, 
for which I couldn't blame them for it was ever so pleasant there, 
but the secretaries were fading away from the bamboo screen I 
could sense readily enough and sothe un0 pened letters are 
tucked away in the armoir for a better' chance on the morrow, 

I did get around to readthe note from Rebecca Fitch, I think 
Carolyn referred to her in a recent letter as being an old friend, 

I don t recall many of the individual personalities who came 
with Carolyn on the day referred to but I do recall Rebecca as 
walking with difficulty _~perhap3 she is partially crippled. She 
seemed like a lovely person as, I hope, her subsequent correspondent 
may reveal 

9 

Of course the most striking thing i n her letter is her 

reference to Carolyn's studio _ I can t recall if she said just 

plain studio or, perhaps new studio, but I am wondering if 
Carolyn has rigged up the farm house to look like a studio or 
if she has contrived another building, hard by Fern Lake t which, 
come to think of it, what with its unexpected element, would 
seem wonderfully true to form under existing financial circum¬ 
stances, It somehow reminds me of Mary Lambdin s, aunt, 


. 
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Mrs, Hellie Ayres, who in speaking of their Roseland Plantation, 
adjoining Windy Hill 0 nce remarked so casually to me, in 
recounting a season of Reverses in the family fortune : 

•- 

"And so, as were had no more money we moved into town 
from Roseland and just rented Longwood, 

Off hand in view of the magnitude of Longwood, it 
would seem to.*be about the last thing anybody would think 
of renting if broke t but that, of course, is Hatches, 
and if Carolyn found herself but one jump ahead of the Sheriff fore 
closing the mortgage on Old Bonita, she most certainly would 
decide on a tour of Europe or the building of a new studio . How 
exhileratingfor the person who can operate thus. Frankly f it 
would drive me nuts, had I anything to do with it. 

The gathering of this year's cotton crop is going to be 
the quickest on record, I guess, Alfred, adjoining renbourg 
on the /forth, told me that last year he ginned 1 3 bales and 
was finished in .November, his year is he has already gathered 
his crop in August and the sum total of his bales is 1Z, minus 
10, I suppose this is a extreme case but it reflects the general 
trend and, it is said, if any plantation produces half a crop as 
opposed to last year's figure, that will be sheer luck, 

What with artin Agronsky on vacation and circumstai ces preven 
me from hearing err Collingwood every night this week thus far, 

I am far behind in keeping up with what people with sense have to s 
n bout what is going on in the world. Like everybody e'lese, I 
am wondering what will be next if France fails to ratify E,B, C, 
or whateverver that European Army thing is styo&ed. What I am 
hoping is that if the French politicians stall any further f Britain 
will join with the rest of Western Europe and organise a rm V 
of the whole group without France , "holding the thought that '' ranc 
may eventually make up her mind What I should like better, of cour 
is''to see one big United Nation’ armed force to police the world 
a nd therebye put to an end for all time the killing burden of 
big and small powers supporting individual military forces, 

<" * • 

For days I have been wanting to talk a little about your brigh\ 
eyes in examining the photos recently forwarded but I shall have 
to reserve that for another sitting for it’s getting 
ice bucket time and a bit of shut-eye before another busy day on 
the morrow,,,,,, * 
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Friday, August 27th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

... . 

And after reporting I hadn't heard Charles u ollingwood 
thi.s week, I finally caught up with him tonight, and Lol 
he announced this would be his final appearance, what with 
E, H 0 secoe scheduled to return on Monday, 

. ' 

The day was busy enough and only mildly interesting, 

While I was busy with some pilgrims at 9 this morning, the 
Reverend Fathers appeared for a morning session, I learned 
a few things from them and perhaps could impart a few aids 
to their work. Father Callahan spoke at length of a 
letter, dated^ 2803, owned by John Connant, a descendant 
of grandpere s twin lister, Suzanne • The Reverend Father 
speaks of the letter /rar as being in excellent French and as cove 
no end of subject matter, including the insurrection in Haiti, 
a recent tr\p to * ranee with his papa, etc,, etc,, and withal 
in Augustin s Hand writing and signed by him, I suppose 
John connat-is in his late 7o's or early 80's and has long 
treasured this letter in Augustin's hand. There's but one thing 
that makes me dubious a bout its authenticity , —I have 
a bill of sale of the "esclave, Francois, de l'lle Brevelle", 
said slave being purchased by Augustin Metoyer, along 
a bout 1805 or thereabots, and Grandpere was making his f 

X mark in the legal document, obviously indicating he couldn t 
write. To indicate that something was out of joint so far as 
a perfect unders anding of such a paradoxical situation, 
Shakespeare would have said that "there’s something rotten 
in Denmark" whereas the old Southern adage would have styled it 
"a nigger i)i the ipoodpile," 

Well, so the morning ran on and between the departure of 
the Reverend Fathers and the dinner bell, ^ got quite a lot 
of work done and was accordingly in quite a lather, both before 
and after, as I was rushing around tp do a heap of things before 
Annie, Gibson a nd company a rrived for their 1: 30 appointment, 

Th,ey arrived at ten minutes after three without apologies, Anni, 
looked fine but her husband, Joh, has obviously become senile 
which is charitable since he never was quite all there, he 
daughter married a Hebraska native, now living in Las Vegas, Heva< 
of all places, I believe he said something a bout being a car 
salesman, That is probably doubtful but he seemed alright 
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unrxpectedly I was able to get this read, At table, 

J, 11, remarked that only recently he had had a letter 
from Essae Mae, once more fussing at him to turn over the 
Melrose library 


a*v 7’Tac n ' 


t ■ ■; •• t ::n ■ 

and I, for one, care not if he is a salesman or a croupier, and 
I shouldn't be surprised if he might be either or both, 

Annie helped me with a letter from Madam Marco which 
I shall enclose. Poor thing, what a time she has been 
h a ving, I had asked her particularly to find out if she could 
when Madam Moore would be back at Matches, but this she 
apparantly forgot to do or to report or both and I marvel 
that she could remember anything, what with her recent 
trials, 1 assume that Madam Moore may be back on or before 
the 7th of September and that certainly is near enough for 
my reckoning, 

7 - '■'>"( v- ■■ • : - 

In her letter to me of the 24th, la ^owperthaaite sent 
copies of her letters to you as, of the 24th, and mentioned 
that her brotherin Philadelphia had died and that she was 
departing for that place, 

' : o /> :: "• ‘.v. -T ■ 

I am holding the thought that in view of all the impending 
wepkkend of hurly-burly just ahead of you, youdid not let 
things phtographiccomplicate things. In all such 
matters, the matters h a ving to do with "flying saucers" must 
come, last for "nobody has to catch a train" and maintaining 
your "must" program on the home front is primary and 
the rest can always wait. 

While I had Annie to run through Madam Marco's letter, 

I should have employed her to wade through one from 
Essae Mae which appears too much for secretaries in 
all parts but which, ^ ather, concerns nothing in particular, 
except, perhaps, that she may have been hinting to borrow 
a book which, come to think of it the State Librarian coming 
to Melrose for such, an item . 

I have no notion as to what things will be like over the 
week end but it would appear they will be quiet I suppose 
there will be big open space about the family biard which suits 
me to a T and I suppose there 's a chance the Rands might 
issue an Invitation to dinner on Sunday, I am knocking 
off things in the nature of form letters and shall be entranced 
if I can have the major portion of my day quite alone, 

And may there be vast solitude where ever little Miss Lee may 
chance to find herself in search of a quiet moment,,,,,, 


* It ' a 


I 





Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


6900 


Sunday, August 29th, 2954 


..-i 'M . .. a - '■ •••■ . 

• •: c:r c; - '■ »■*. 

Memorandum .: 

o . 1 uni e'Jr. 1 ,'il fcr.n uti-o 

Such a quiet day and how often I have wished 
I might divide it witfi little Miss Lee, 

t i 

is a matter of fact, I haven t seen a white 
person in 24 hours which is quite a record for this 
rural rendition of the Cafe de la Paix where folks 


rural rendition of the Cafe d 
seemingly are forever passing 
il’.. oir.p*.K'- 8si'- it A* so • 

On Saturday morning I met Zelma at the front gte 
as I, was going to the Post Office . &he said the 
in-coming mail was short and that she was disappointed 
because the dentist in town had told her he 
was sending her new "teefies"" so she f would have 
them by Saturday's post but they hadn t come. 

My mail was short, too, I had had a letter from 
Robina a couple of days back and had saved it to t ake ofj 
the address of a couple of gift shops she noted in a 
ppst script, but as secretaries were almost as scarce 
as letters, I simply snipped off the post script 
, a nd shall enclose her letter herewith, 

But in the pilgrim department, what I missed 
today I made up for in anticipation by Saturday's 
. _ t assortment, —friends of Blythe and mostly from 
the Alexandria neighborhood . 

r . .$ fiO •>€ x ' " 

Pat did not appear fro supper on Saturday, 
h a ving already d eparted for the week end, I suppose, 
x nd as this is probably the last Sunday of grace, 
v, H, probably dined and broke fast in the big road, 

, As for myself, the unusual Sabbath quiet gave me an 
\ excellent opportunity to do much desk work and I 

was delighted, to make the most of it. Tonight 
I may get a chance to get caught up further on the 
Decline and Pall a ud I shall eventually fold up, filled 
with gratitude for the peacefulness of the day, 

: saA eoA aAfr t ; i won bttA. 

ev r . LU\ 9oi ,n»vtv; \lVfr** 

,(5( ' cii S9^!'r 88‘>1 t V S«i ' 

« c-f. scms ii-AJr soDftc \o Jrrsftoin o io\, 9<\oA 
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Monday, August 30th, 2954 


generous margin i tiaa proviaea, ■‘■nis may us * 

to the absence of light when I began this letter, 

Along about 5 o'clock, there was much banging away in 
the heavens and big winds blowing from the Southeast t and, 
miraculous to relate, a few drops of water fell, but only 
few, &ut the breeze must have toppled a tree over 
nii electric wire and there was i)o current to keep 
the fans whirling but that didn t matter, what with the 
cooler air and lights aren t imperative for correspondence 
although electricity might have helped out the margin a bit, 

> ’ ■ ' 

At the last might, A got a n opportunity to skim 
through Essae ’ae's"letter and so tucked it in the envelope 
wit mu memo, A laughed as I read it, recalling Miss 
Cammie*s c a ustic remark about people being able to find time to 
write jvhen they want something An responding, A told 
Essae ^ae that Miss Cammie usually kept the Elisabeth Lyle Saxo 
opus in her armoir and that A would ask Sister or Joe when 
passing this way ijo investigate , A thought her f 
report on Celeste s return was pretty f^ nn M, Isn t it 
wonderful how Truth can lie unheralded so < f&ten while 

Humor can go on such rampages without any foundation of fact t 

■ 

A letter, from, the Matches rad io station concerning 
advertising rates puzzled me in view of~the difficulties 
1 had in finding a satisfactory reader for such data, A 
accordingly have sent same to Lora, asking him to unravel 


Memorandum 


How nice to find your Friday letter and the generous 
assortment of prints of designs Hos, 2, B, and 3, and 
all so thoughtfully marked that A could tell what A was getting 
into before A separated each individual packet, 

A am perfectly delighted with the whole business, the 
biggest part of which is the touch of your own true hand, 

* - 

And may A thank you for telling me about the 0 ollins number 
It sounds quite unique as an organisation, what with such 
a tremendous collection of films, and A.' m wondering if 
one may have the tiny prints made by the same organisation 
from the same films by the same house, and also I am 
thinking what a treasure this collection will constitute 
a century hence when people turn b a ck for pictorial evidence 
of what the mid Both century was like • 

I'm so glad to have the little particulars about the 
installation of the new desk and typewriter and I'm hoping 
a subsequent letter may "tell all concerning the situation 
when you begin trying out the new-accourtrements • I 
shall be so interested in order that I may the better envision 
the set up during the hours of down town activities, 

is noon the hurricane, Carol $ was reported off 
fbtteras, As I figure it, this tempest ought to be-stir 
the Atlantic sufficiently to give the ocean travelers a 
touch of rough weather just before reaching port, 

I * 

You will be meeting Celeste s companion, Mrs,Phelps in 
the theatre party, I expect ,, although I am not sure Celeste had 
her in mind when the tickets were ordered, Mrs, Phelps has a 
daughter who graduated frpm L, S, U, last year. Yesterday 
she was with a group of young people spending the day 
at one of the Cane *iver camps in the B a you Matchsi 
neighborhood , —between Bayouu Hatches &\d Beaufort, 

Luring the sprinkle in the late afternoon, the young ladies 
were standing beneaththe porch of the camp while two 
brothers from Many, —up the road 30 miles, were having fun 
with a surf board. One brother was driving the speed boat 
at about 60 miles an hour, the other brother performing 
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■ Frida y, August 31st, 1954, 


4 , . ( 


on the surf board. Just as it got along by where the girls 
were standing, something went wrong, the surf board striking 
something or other and the youth was thrown from, the board, 
his head striking a submerged stump, splitting his head 
right in two. It fell to Mrs. Phelps' daughter to wade in 
a nd drag out the body, which must have been a mighty painful 
businHigthe and Mary Pringle popped in between three and four. 
Blythe said the Whitfield lacks (Frances Band) and the three 
, boys are motoring in Canada. They had stopped in Hew York 
with Paul King Band at 28 Sutton Place for a few days, and 
among other things, had attended a sailing dinner on the United 
States and the boys were given a tour of the ship, which they 
liked. 

Mary Pringle brought me a lovely doll, dressed in cute helium 
costume, - orange taffeta dress with lace color and black bow. 

She had moulded and baked the head herself, I had 

asked her to attend to sending some sort of syrup from Lecompte 

which Dora asked me to search for a nd l could have batted 

her when I tried to pay her, first for the doll, then for 

tye syprup, She put the plate I had given her down on the table 

a nd declared she wouldn't take it if I insisted on trying to 

pay her, I was glad to accept the doll but the syrup was 

a purely purchase thing a nd I couldn't get her point in 

nixing up the orange taffeta with the syrup. Surely the 

art of giving is exceeded only by the art of receiving and 

something told me that both she and I were making spectacles of 

ourselves. And so the grace in the giving and in the receiving exp 

then and there while I obviously came off the richer in 

worldly goods, I'm sure I felt poorer than she i n satisfaction, 

<■ i 

How he felt about it, I wouldn t know, but for the rest of 
us it was good to welcome the termination of E, Boscoe's vaca¬ 
tion, There was but a single fly in that particular ointment, 
so. far qs I was concerned, however : -with the finishing of 
his first sentence, the wire \pent dead on both the ew Orleans 
, a nd SRrevport stations, and while I could have done without 
the musical, interlude, I stuck with it until, after a few 
minutes, the familiar voice returned and I could hear him 
sum up the potentials that arise as France killed the 
European Army Plan today, 4 

ut now I must roll up my sleeves, —it was 1 06 here today, a 
knock out a lot of things, inspired by the arrival of your 
letter and the abundant collection of prints. As always, it is 
so exhilerating combining forces with little Miss Lee . 



Memorandum : , 

How nice to find .your air mail of Fridpy, penned at such 
a late hour, in this morning's poyt, I am holding the 
thought that the night watch didn t lock you in. 

And may I say how grateful I a m to you for having 
acquainted me with all the details concerning the sketch for 
the Feliciana and thank you for having checked up on the 
errors and called them to the attention of Rock Hall in a 
letter whose copy I read with infinite satisfaction, I found 
it as perfectly balanced an epistle, incorporating such 
a delightful courtesy in spite of all the requisite corrections, 

I found you were so right in stressing the importance of 
the corrections in the cartouche which, along with the 
other particulars, somehow suggested that Mr, Stewart must 
have been .in one of his flighty frames of mind. But 
it is at the same time heartening to know that as a 
coposition, the over all work is satisfactory and I appreciate 
the little details you added regarding the excellence of the 
Brahmin bull, our feathered friends, etc., and I'm glad to 
learn that F r i en d Audubon made the front gate at Oakley . It 
goes without saying-I got a kick out of your remark concerning 
the undoubted satisfaction Commissioner Wells will find in those 
endless jalousies, 

Charles Cunningham tele,phoned me ,this morning about some 
details concerning the Festival program for Christmas. I suggeste 
the use of the pictorial sketch of the Cane Biver Country, either 
on the cover or at the beginning of the section relating to 
Cane li iver, I told, him I wasn't much inclined to make any changes 
about the material used in last year's issue. He said he would 
try to persudade the officers of the Chamber of Commerce to 
incopporate the map business and would league the material 
on the plantations up to me. Why it should be left to me, 

I didn - t inquire, but after all, I'.m ^ n no way connected with 
the Chamber of C ommercet 
. 

But in speaking of that organisation reminds me of Carmen 
Efeaseale and to tell you of a conversation I had with her 
today. You are going to love this. She telephoned, saying 





— 
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that she simply had to acquaint me with a conversation that 
had just transpire in her office. °one Mate hi taches lady 

dropped in to say she was shocked to learn th t Father Cal ah an 
was coming to me for aid antf comfort in his effort to write 
the history of St. Augustin s L hurch. Carmen asked why and 
the lady observed that she supposed she kneu•), 
doe.s, that I am an atheist. Imagine the head 
consulting an atheist to provide material aid 
the History of St. Augustin's. 


as everyone else 
of the Parish 
in writing 


Carmen asked the lady if she knew me. She said site did and 
had heard me speak at some society or other and had admired 
me much but was naturally prejudiced against me because of 
my atheism. armen asked her if she had ever been to Melrose. 
hadn't. Carmen asked her if she had ever heard of the 
Chapel to the blessed. Martin. She hadn't, --but , she assure 
Carmen, if there is such a Chapel at ^el rose, she was quite 
positive that it must have been there long before I ever took up 
residence there. 


She 


Carmen was furious and couldn t wait until she could 
get rid of the lady and give me a buzz. She seemed equally 
astonished that I alughed at the episode which ' thought 
fitted in very nicely with Hssae Mae ' s s information that 
Celeste had already returned from abroad. 


How wonderful people are when they really set thier minds 
to stirring up a tale Father Calahan is scheduled to come over 
again for more assitance one morning this week. I think he will 
get quite a kick out of the sto,ry of the lady who is concerned 
over the status of his soul, consorting as he is with 
a n atheist. Imagine. 

— 

yis I stepped out on the gallery this morning, I xx instantly 
was conscious that a new tincture had been added to the heavy perfui\ 
of the butterfly lily perfume. he new) element was pungent, almost 
musk., tike unmistakeable aroma of the blossoms of the elephant ears. 
Isoon found three of the curiously shaped flowers, a foot or more ii 
length, the stem unfolding into a blossom like a calla lily which 
tape res off for 9 or 10 inches like the turned up toe of a 13th 
century shoe, worn by the fops .in the pre-Valois courts, and 
the whole business an amazing yellow somewhere between the yellow oj\ 
a lemon and the orange of an orange. Somehow their unfolding i:suj.rij 
marks the end of summer's intense heat and so I’m counting on 
cooler weather any moment now . But I must fold, s ying once more 
how happy today's mail made me, thanks to little Miss Lee...... 


Di 

to 


Wednesday, September 1st, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

In view of all the talk about the hurricane on the radio, 
from Carolina to Canada, I gather you got your share, although 
Hew Jersey and Long Island seemed to get more space than Manhattan. 

A.nd summer came to a)i end last night in a mild sort of way when 
the thermometer unexpectedly sagged to 69 and today never 
got above a cool 96. The dryness continues and while 96 may 
not sound particularly frigid, still it almost seems so after 
the doings of the past couple of months. 

t 

oday's post wasn t particularly interesting but I 
was glad to see a familiar hand on an envelope from Moncks Corner 
although there was no letter, --merely a catagloue or folio of 
some kind having to do about the Savanah restoration project which 
I shall send al ng shortly t 

A depressing letter from elon Hughes i^pells me to write 
them one of encouragement tonight before I fold up # J 'hey obviously 
are not satisfied with the Arkansas setting but haven t discovered 
as yet how they can migrate elsewhere to their advantage commeclally. 
I find it tragic when people approaching 50 feel they have to cast 
bout for a uew place where they can earn a living. But 


habit 

moving 


fact that I am a recluse by 
to regret in the thought of 
of fact, I suppose there are those 
from pillar to post, which, come 
in that general .decline and seldom 
pillar. I thi n y they both aspire to spending their 
beautiful pictures of lovely old houses a-d while 


a 

this may be in part due to the 
and so probably find ^uch more 
than most people. As a matter 
who really relish flying 2 bout 
to think of it, is just about 
from post to 
lives making 

I, myself, can imagine nothing that would be more pleasureable, still 
one is bound to realize_ long before this late date that mighty few 
of i(s can do precisely what we aspire to and if we are smart, we 
will discover happiness by devoting ourselves as much as possible 
to ,our aspirations and accepting the humdrum cs the toll that must 
be paid for the privilege of being able to devote a measure of our 
energies to what seems the most important. I think the Hughes family 
h a sn t discovered that necessity as yet, .--hence their depression. 
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Thursday , September 2nd, 1954. 






* 

Memorandum: 

1 



I was so gl d to hear from Dr. Hiller but I was gently floored 
by her inquiry as to what other nation has ever evangilized as 
France has in Indo-China. The obvious answer, of course, is Spain in 
I don't mean to imply that France treated the Indo Chinese as Spain 
handled the Incas for, after pll, we are living 400 years later and 
perhpps have improved a little at times # Dut while the Church 
of Christianity has had a measure o success in Indo-China, it is 
very doubtful if its influence during the past 70 or 80 years 
has counter-balanced the outrageous colonialism that during 
that period has operated most disadvantageously to the 0 Ijinese 
a nd ['m inclined to think Dr. Hiller's enthusiasm has mushroomed 
merely on the.basis of the inception of the Christian religion and 
no on the dispensing of the humanities which we of the i/est 
like to associate with that religion when we think of it. 

. 

My guess is that Peru had a higher civilization i? 1 2500 than 
Indo-China did in the 1880's when France took over and while 
the Spaniards smashed the Inca culture completely I think 
the French did not try such methods ^ Indo-China ’ I have 
grave doubts as to the happiess of either the Chinese or Indo-Chinese 
during the past 80 years when on their own hook and I cannot 
believe when the Indo-Chinese were transferred to the French hook, 
their lot was in any way improved much, --if any, —Christianity 
or not Christianity • But all this I shall not mention to Dr. Miller 
although I shall refer to the North of Malaya book by Justice Douglas. 
and if she chances to read that her enthusiasm for French 

colonialism j n Indo-China will get quite a jot I thi n . 

» K • 

» 

I am puzzled by a phenomenon in the gourd vine department. 

A vince, IS feet long, bearing a single gourd, ostensibly dies 
from the tip end of the f vine down to within a foot of the gourd, anc 
a foot beyond the gourd, going down, it also dies from there on to 
the roots but while all the other leaves fall off, orisp and brown, or. 
leaf on each side of the gourd, perhaps 6 inshes from it in each direc 
remain as green and fresh as in its palmiest days. From this I 
conclude the fruit must be feeding b a ck into the vine some of the 
nourishment it received during its growing period . Oh', there are 
so many things I don't understand a nd relish the Impulse to learn 
But now I must get to work the happier in the doing because of our 
little chat ...... 


Hpw nice, how nice, how nice.....your elegant week end letter in 
this morning's post, together with enc'los res, and at supper tonight, 
J. H. telling me that he had talked with Celeste and that you 
were with her. Bight now you all are having a go at he Tea House of 
the August oon. I need scarcely remark that I am "hoovering in 
spirit in ypur midst. 

There were so many things I wanted to take up in reference to 
your letter that I shall get around to touch on only a few of them 
at this initial sitting, ^ut I shall return to them at various 
, points in subsequent sittings. 

A - ”. o<\r i 08 &»' i' i i Aon **.$■ 1 a 

First off, may I thank you for the copyright application 
which I have signed and am enclosing herewithThe application 
appears perfect and may I suggest that it might not be a bad idea 
to send this application along with the Natchez ones if that 
should be convenient. My thought is that since Nos. 8 and 3 of 
the atchez esigns and the Feliciana design, carrying clearer 
name notations,, might help to float through No. 1 which is 
inclined to be a little on the illusive side. This is simply 
a suggestion and if the Natchez items have already gone forward, 
this can follow along just as soon as convenient to you. 

. _.. . •• o~ v- • V ' *». ‘.Jr -• bLUOt : t i 

I am so appreciative of your impressions as. to the appeal 
of the different designs. I, too, think the lay-out of No. 1 is 
ideal, --the circular cartouches centering the circular plate, 
and I^y. glad the Feliciana one is going to duplicate the' No. 1 lay¬ 
out. , 

o 

*nd may I that k you for giving me your thought concerning the 
coloring of No. 1. I have a feeling that this subtle coloring 
will wear much better than the more striking, —I almost said, more 
garish darker blue, but it seems to me that the pastel 
of No. 1 would not attract the attention of the casual shopper and 
the road-running pilgrim with such force, and it is the swiftly 
passing pilgrim, of course, whom we are trying to attract. It 
would be so perfect if the darker blue would get scads of 
plate3 sold, after which all of them would fade out into the 
paler coloring of No. 1 so that’, once having acquired the thing, 
the owner could live with it more comfortably..... 
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*nd may I thank you for pass inn along particulars about 
our mutual friend from whom we hadn"t heard in the past 6 or 8 months. 
How true to form that of all those traveling in her party, only 
she should have been the, cue to be seriously t ; injured. Fate seems 
to have dealt her so many blows in so many different ways that 
one somehow understands better how the sailors felt impelled 
to toss Jonah over board back in Biblical times. .4s for 

her life partner, it does seem as though he could have taken time 
out to drop at least a card to someone> like you • Although in quite 
a different category, he brings Mary Pringle to mind and I 
could bat them both with pleasure. 

And may I thank you for the notation on the card for 
Carolyn's use, should she venture in your general direction. 

As I feel that nothing in this world is so important as peace of 
mind, I hasten to add that she, --and. she can be depended on in 
such matters, will employ only the numbers spelled out. Of 
course, knowing her as v:e do, she may turn up in California in¬ 
stead of the place originally mentioned in her letter, but if 
she does make it as planned, 1 think the contact will 
provide pleasure all around and again let me stress that 
only the numbers mentioned will be employed. 

1 had a telephone from Millspaugh Drug at 7 this evening, 
he doll had been received, was admired and was being placed so 
it would catch the eye of the first passer-bye after sun-up on 
the morrow. It was also reported that the Natchitoches 
Times of this afternoon carries a likeness of the plate and 
iat it has reproduced very well. I an delighted at this news 
for this means I shall be able to get out a stack of sales letters 
with t he clippings attached, over the week end. 

There's a pretty little moon tonight, sufficiently bright to 
silver the banana leaves. Somehow the ■‘■ea House 

doesn't seen so far away and mental telepathy is working over tim.e. 
And I feel so happy on one point in particular as covered by your 
letter, —your thoughtfulness in sharing with me some notion as 
to how the day-to-day business is operating at your desk and 
wtj,at the reaction of your associates is to the success of your 
common endeavors. How different from the gruff acceptance of things 
by a former superior along about 1951 and how proud I am of you 
and how glad I am that other appreciate your gifts and don't mind 
saying so....... 



3 

Friday, Sephber >L$h, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your late Monday letter, together with 
the Library list, in today's post. The items selected 
are peffect and let us hold the thought that we may convince 
Mr. Patterson of same. 

I think it a good idea to keep including the Proust- 
Saxon opi with e a ch list on the theory that the drip of water 
eventually wears away the stone. And then sometime between now 
and the wearing away of the rock completely, somebody may invent 
dynamite which ought to be helpful, too, isn a rouhg sort of 
way. 

And while on the subject of the Librrary, I must remark 
on how puzzled I was over one feature in the book I have been 
lately s tudying. As you may recall, it is the custom for 
the reader to begin the record by giving the name of the author, 
the title of the book and the page number, such as "Marcel 
Proust, Swann's Way, page 15", repeating the author's name 
each time a new page is started • In the case of the Gibbon book, 

I was a little puzzled for while I knew the author's name was 
Edward Gibbon, it sounded every time as though your friend, 

Mr. Scourby, w a s saying "E. Portable Gibbon" or some such , 
followed by the title, "Decline and Fall of the Homan Empire, 
and, of course, the page number. I continued to puzzle through 
70 odd pages until finally it dawned on me to ask a secretary 

> page 

pe haps known to Mr. Scourby, the name of the author was omitted. 
What a heap of puzzlement over something that was nothing at all • 

Well, anyway, I finished "E. Portable **ibbon" and dipped into 
fow pages of Ambassador's Report by Kenneth Bowles, covering his 
mission to India. I think the book is going to contain a lot of 

’ n , ** *5 ! ■ ’•)' T T v '* .' .Y O I , ’ ^ r ; • c . 1 L ^ •*> *? it • • *■> 

v ^ vi.- 3 

- . 


V 1 VV»W wr w W/w ’ r i/v V V v f V U V I U> • -*■ r » V u I U, I ► ~ 

"The Portable Gibbon Decline and Fall of the xi oman Empiri 
71." From this I take it there must be two titles in thii 
»bridged edition by Hking Press and that for some reason 
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Sunday, September 6th, 1954,. 


ar.' .ftt: 


interesting materials, both • diplomatic and historical, but 
following as it does so closely on the heels of the polished 
E. Portable, one is conscious of a style that lacks much 
by way of inspirational writing, 

t was good to h~ve Priend Postell's letter even though 
the information he passed along was an old, old story And almost 
in the same category came two telephone calls from people in 
town today. They had seen the picture of the plate in th.e 
paper and wanted to tell me that this or that kin of their 
wife or husband lived in Hatches and that if I wished to get 
the name of any dealers in'that place, they would be glad to 
inquire on my behalf. 

It suddenly occurs to me I gave the cu thor of the 
Ambassador's Report the wrong first name which s houd have 
read Chester, of course. 

i ' ’ 

Just as I thought the first stages of autumn had arrived, 
the thermometer played a trick on us and jumped up into the 
hundred odd measurements today, hut at the same time, the 
weather bureau promises a low of 67 tonight and of course 
both man and vegetation respond wonderfully regardless of the day 
heat if there is only an opportunity to catch the breath at night, 


will 


I have rolled up the Savanah Trustee Garden pamphlet and 
post it on the morrow with this letter, thinking you 
'eniou turnina throunh it. As the envelope in which 


might 'enjoy turning through it. As the envelope in which 
it came to me was in the hand of la Storm, I gather 
she is alright although those gals certainly are leisurely 
~,bout writing. I, of course, do not want the pamphlet back. 

I'm bracing myself against what I suppose will,be a pilgrim 
cluttered week end c,nd am a little surprised I didn t get 
bogged down with road runners today. I expect you have been 
too much on the jump to give much thought in advance as to 
what you will do with Monday^s holiday. It goes without 
saying that among other things, it will at least provide you with 
a n opportunity to catch your breath although, what with school 
opening almost any minute, your bolivar contingent will 
undoubtedly be arriving soon and so the merry-go-round spins 
'round and ’round. I shall be thinking of you, and by Monday nigh' 
I ought to have a report concerning the advent of the shriner..... 


> i VU 'S it: 
inn ii 

i; 

. 


Memorandum : 

I write at 9. A delicious first quarter moonhas the 
golden orange coloring that suggest the big old pumpkin, hanging 
from the eaves on the front gallery. The day has been warm and 
as silent protest, heat light'ning flashes off in the northwest, 
uttering not a sound but simply protesting July- warmth 
in September, I guess. 

The week end has been wonderfully quiet, I can't imagine 
what happened to the road-runners.. I suppose i'll find out 
a bout‘ to'morrow when many a trijpper to flew Orleans heads 
home into /forth Texas or some such and tries to do the 
Cane River country along the way. 

I had but a single appointment for today, --some 
Baton Rouge people for 1:45, who never showed up. 

The first white people I saw today, in fact, was dL ong 
a bout 7 o'clock this evening when Pat brought a couple of 
his friends bye to say Howdy. 

i ' 

Pat told me he thought J. H. would be meeting the 9:30 
Southern telle at the’Clarence station, bringing home 
the shriner. I am looking forward to much conversation 
on the morrow but it is nuite possible that the impulse to 
go to- town may put off that contact until Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

<• * 

Under separate cover, a couple of copies of the 
sheets from the ffatchitoches Times are going forward, carrying 
the picture of the plate. It seems quite clear as a 
newspaper thing. 

And speaking of plazes, reminds me to ask how many of each 
of the new ‘designs you would care to have me send. It goes 
ui thout saying that I shall be qnchanted to pass along as many 
a s you would care for but I don t want to burden you with 
a stack of china wh-ich Manhattan scarcity of space may forbid, 
so far as convenience goes. *1 suppose the plates being sent 
you directly from Rock Hall or where ever the factory is situated 
will be used in forwarding to the Copyright office, and, in due * 


carrying 
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these will undoubtedly be sent from that office to 

W ith none. Let us assume plates flo Z a nd 3 will be arnv 
shortly a>id it might be convenint to send (terns to the 
uou should care for from all three designs, sent along m one 
nirnnp I exvect your' response to this inquiry should, 
orohnply be to hand by the time the merchandise blows in since 
Wave heard nothing from Rock Ha 11 r egardmg shipment as yet. 

I Shall miss J. H. at breakfast in the morning he is 
■, wavs so pleasant \n getting the day started. On Saturday he, 
did introduceone phrale that n I found a little depressing 

however, _ntf that was that Pat is getting more like ooe 

every day" It must be so for J. H. to have remarked 
uponitbut I pray He a ven that tendency may reverse itself. 

I read a little last night from Ambassador's Report, 
but r. Bowles got all tangled Up in the matter _ 

of Communism in India a nd I be v an thai king my quaky s ,ars 
!■ _l r j.*.I -A h « 1,0 "hn into that subject in 


that I didn t have to run 


the Gibbon 


rtn nQ After nil. Mr. Gibbon didn't know how lucky he 

r t/ot hjiu'g hoi that subject to tue* «» mith 

nil the otliqr data he had to manage »hile _ 
sDeakinn of Mr. Gibbon, I must remark upon ,is 
reference to the situation of Rome in the thirteen hundred. » 
according to Mr. G., strangers coming to Rome knew more about 
the city, its anciient grandeur, its vanishing 
monuments that a ny of the Romans who seemed at once ignorant 
of and indifferent to such matters . Beryle said 
the same thing about the Peruvians m regarding to 
the astonishing ruins of the Ihcas, and from Rome a, 

Peru, of course, it seems to be only a step to Melrose and 

misere. 

'• I 

J have a few more form letters towrite before calling it , 
day I am writing very brief ones, attaching the clipping 
from the Hatchitoches Urnes, being careful to cut out 
the last line of the article. Without that line, 
which was placed at the end of the article by design, the 
clipping seems to be just about right so adjunct to 
a br ? ief sales letter, and we shall see if my of these 
bear fruit. I am particularly anxious to do something 
with /JiemannlMarcus of Dallas which well might handle quite 
a quantity of this type of merchandise, I should think. 

I do hope your Labor D a y holdiaV is char a cteriBed with 
rest and quiet.. .. 


M i; 


VI $ 


SOT 


Monday, September 6th, 1954. 


« « 


• * 


Memorandum : 


I take pen in hand immediately at the close of a hurlyOburly 
day, allowing no time for coherence to smooth out a perspective. 

And I shdL 1 simply jot down harum-scarum thoughts as they flash 
through my mind. 

* 

Sunday iiight's letter did not get mailed today, —what with 
Labor Day providing everything but labor for the postal people. 

■Ih.e coffeee hour was completely pleasant at 9 this morning. 

The lady seemed entranced to get home and first off told me 
a bout her evening with little Miss Lee whom she declares, —and 
I believe, - she adores. She said tjiat all the way from Mew York t o 
flew Orleans, Frances Phelps was expressing wonder and admiration 
at the charm and lovliness ajid marvelous mentality of little 
Miss Lee And if such people think so, people equiped with 
so little information, what can be Lestan s estimate, 

And as for the trip, I gather it was just exactly what the 
lady wanted so far as getting the most she could out of “urope. 

I think she got it and what with the hundred and ten other biddies 
being present t they just filled in thq gaps which would probably 
otherwise have been chasms # I couldn t imagine the trip advance . 
I still can't imagine it for little Miss Lee or me .but I come to 
the conclusion that it was just made for the one who 
participated, —and after all, that is aLl that counts. 

She lingered here until noon and then took off for South 
Louisiana where she will spend tonight and tomorrow and so I 
suppose *■' shall hear additional particulars about two or 
three, d a ys hence. 

Rosalind telephoned at noon, asking if she might drop iif for 
a while this evening. She might. In fact, she did. I didn t learn 
much of inter st although the Communist menace and the heroism 
of the unior,?ewtpr from Wisconsin was spoken of at length. s he 
said lames h a d flown to El Paso with J. H. Williams. It seems the 
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latter wants cn 
geese of which 


Aswe'll story done for Colliers, 
J, H. Williams has thousands and 
to see the Texas source of his flock, the home 
or so Uorth of El Paso , A story could he done 
that would make startling reading, __he is, of 
R. B. and Madam Beaufort, but mentally more on 
just enough brains to make millions and to 


having to do with 
he wante-d James 
goosery being 1 00 miles 
about J. H. Williams 
course, a brother of 
the Beaufort design, 
present an untter 


*19'. 


Tuesday, September 7th, 1954. 


1 


. I' 


with „ _ 

liability as to personality to the intellectual and cultural aspects of 
life. 

A daughter in law of the tiands, —Virginia, —Horace's wife, came with 
some friends just as Rosalind was leaving a nd lingered until 
supper time. Zelma was late in starting her supper but I think 
she will try to be earlier tomorrow night, for had she served the 
meal at the usual hour, she would have avoided the unexpected 
whirlwind of five Wenks blowing in just as we were ready to break 
bread. They had been at some cottage on Faulse River, somewhere in 
the Mew Ro a ds area, during the past tv)o or three days I am 
delighted to report that they were tired and following supper, departed 
for Shreveport forthwith 9 

At 7 o 'clock, 1 learned J, H, had brought homm the first class mail 
from Hatches when coming from town this afternoon and I found 
in it a fetter from Rock Hall, saying tliat the Ho, 4 or Feliciana 
sketch would be forwarded to youwith the lithography work had 
been completed. I guess October 1st wasn t so far out of line after 
all, but I must say delivery on Hos. £ and 3 has certainly been mightily 
po3tptfn$drally I anticipated a day of interruptions but I had not fore¬ 
seen that an interruption pre-supposes that something has been 
undertaken before a break can be established. And so, what with 
no breaks, I can start my mail from scratch odds and ends not 
completed yesterday, and so I shall now roll up my sleeves end get 
going,. — c 

Rosalind brought some Borden's ice cream and as there is 
some of it left, I shall raid the ice box when I get around 

to call it a day t _ a nd so find refreshment which I shall need if I 

keep awake to do a ny reading in the Chester Bowles opus, 

I am pleased to report fhat the thermometer only ttained the 99 degree 
mark today so perhaps summer is beginning to taper off a bit. 

But with humidity low, one feels lots of energy and in such a mood, I 
spy Goodnight and turn to the "must" stuff,.,,,,,. 
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Memorandum ; 

. >: rj-fo y Si‘jb ■ 

* . ,, 

' How nice to find your air mail of the 5th in today's 
post' What with yesterday's post having been brought in the 
afternoon, I had not expected anything much today, since 
only one train had run during the interim. But Lol there 
you were and I am delighted. 

, 

* rankly I am floored by the Collins charges although 
one usually does have to pay tremendously for'' such excellent work. I 
pray y ou n ot to have thesketches maee by him, if, indeed, this 
h a s. not already been done. The. wonderful clarity of his 
work on the finished plate is all that we shall need, and 
T suggest we skip photos of the sketches either by him or 
Kodak since the finished plate adequately covers all. The 
price for the little prints is certainly exhorbitant, I 
wish William Hughes had a little more imagination so that we 
might get him to do such work, for he would undoubtedly be 
very fair in his prices although if I were to w rite him 
directly, there would be all that pulling and hauling b a ck 
an., forth a bout getting a bill and the commotion w ould probably 
be endless» ■ Actually, the small prints aren t imperative 
at tie moment as I was "studying about" inserting them 
in correspondence from time to time a little after the 
initial publicity has cooled. f you w ould care to hold 
tne Kodak business in abeyance for a time, it might be as well 
a nd perhaps we can rig up some arrangement with the Hughes about 
the smaller items. 

T am so appreciative of your splendid account of your 
evening with Celeste who certainly sang psajms of your praises 
at our initial and only sitting of yesterday, —she having departed 
^ op ...ansura afterward ahd I haven t seen her since although 
I assume she and Madam Regard ' may‘have returned home by tonight. 

it is a happy co-incidence that you should have touched precise, 
on the part of her telephone conversation about which J. H. 
iad spoken at supper. He said he had told her that since she was 
Hew York and that since everything was rocking along 
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smoothly at home, he thought it would he nice for her to remain for 
a few days in Manhattan to do some shopping, see some more theatres 
and so on, to which she had responded precisely us you reported. 

!° a ! kind of you to go chasing off to the Metropolitan 
on my behalf hut I feel shame-faced for having by some clumsy 
phraseology, to undertake such a jauht when vacations are so 
few and time for your own relaxation so limited. I suppose it 
must have been some line in Gibbon about G ree k civilisation that 
recalled the painting to my mind, for there was no mention in 
te echne and tail about Alexander s celebrated horse and the 
taming of same. But because the painting did come to mi nd, 

1 found myself creating 'something symbolic out of it, what 
with experiences I suppose we all have known wherein bv using our heel 
we nave been able to turn the dusky animal toward the light and 
there bye remove his almost frantic fear of what in real ity is too 
oftennpthing more than a mere shadow of himself. Teniel did such 
a good job at illustrating Fables but so few artist, it would seem, 

'+ni! o d0n r+h° Xn P° rtra y in 9 the salient point in mythological 

tales, although it must he conceded that Michael Angelo did 

, a mighty stroke when he portrayed Leda and the swan, —certainly 
• - ^ ar ' j elousstudy of a torso but rather pointlessso far as the 
m a m burden of the mythological aspects of the story was concerned. 

1 

I giggled in my beard when I read your closing line . exnressinn 
W0!lder as to whether I should be mad on reading your instructions 
f° fio * k Hal1 regarding the Feliciana item. 1 am hoping I 
have long since expressed my heartiest approval and gratitude 
to you for do ng precisely what Vnv did 

yl?id may I th a nk you for advising me as to the opportune time 
having arrived for changing the ribbon a nd for your thoughtfulness 
in letting me know how the trick can be achieved successfully s o 
jc^t reversal, of the new one may be achieved.. Recalling the 
f~ Up 1 had tast time, I inquired about the adviee a bility of 

thfZtVlv a T Week baCk in e o.ch of three cases, —one including 
the clerk, I was assured everything was perfectly lovely which I 
felt instinctively it was not. In all three cases, of course, 

prompted, no doubt, through fear that the individual 
thus addressed would have the unhappy job of getting tangled up 
11 tie . Your advise, both as to need and method a re so much 

wi th 8 Vnnt 9d QHd 1 shall 1 see how 3 °°» I can effect the change, what 
with your generous supply of materials being readily to hand. 

, dov > n l / couch is piled to high with odds and ends, I shall 

fliriinn pltch in to the distributing of things an hour before I plan on 
folding up my beard. I have been doing form letters, which ares tacked 
ii one neap, clippings m another, in-coming mail as yet unread 
m another and "tresors" for another reading on the morrow, etc., 
etc. But the chore will be a pleasant one, wliat with the hep py thought 
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Memorandum : 

Any thermometer reading less than one hundred is a rresting 
tljis season and as it only reached 99 today, it seemed quite 
tempeFhteladies are back from South Loui si ana and itwas 
good to see Madam Regard again I got the impression she 
vias looking fine although she clid not appear at the coffee 
cups ^ntH other people had arrived in force and so I 
didn t net much opportunity to chat with her as I should 
.have liked to. i 

- aid boeu *4* oonis afriv: 1 luo-o vlr.-toiydo 

Father Callahan telephoned early this morning to ask 
if he might have an appointment. He and one of his 
little reverend helpers came in mid morning and remained 
until noon• ^ sincerely felt sorry for the assistant who 

wasn t able to get a word in edge w a ys what with all 
the talk going on about ^the hi story „ of * the Church that 
.Father C’a. and I kept bussing. But I appointed the 
other priest as cup bearer and so he had the chore of pouring 
and he seemed to like that as a substitue for entering 
more fully into the conversation. 

I labored to keep a dead pan^expression when Father 
Callahan asked me . if I objected to the appearance of 
my name in the book. I assume he had in mind merely 
to include my name in the list of those who have contributed 
to its writing, I^told him that had no objection 
whatsoever. As a matter of fact, at the second he put the 
question to me, the thought flashed through my mind that 
the lady in town who is having fits because Father CallahaJi 
consults me will probably have a stroke when the 
history appears and an "atheist's" name appears in print, — 
a nd that eventuality will be perfectly altight, too. 

Aside from^the hand I am giving the Reverend Father 
in the writing of Uis book, there is another and much more 

1 ...JSOo \jisUOi 08 84 HOOF 
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important contribution I am making . There have been one 
or two families of the mulato noblesse who have never let 
anybody see their family papers * These are in the hands 
of the heads of the family and for all I know, their reasoning * 
m a y be quite correct in having withheld these documents since 
they may well contain some reference to color, --the one thing 
in this life which they dread more than anything so far as 
h a ving anyone mention such a sbug'ect m 

But aside from such dt&tia which, naturally should not be 
ussed against the will of the owners, there are a heap of letters 
from around 1800 and on down through Reconstruction and while 
at least one of these may be of dubious authenticity, since 
it is purported Ijo be in Grcndpere's own hand, --and Grandpere 
obviously couldn t write since he used his X mark on legal 
documents, still'•some one might have w ritten it at his dictation, 

I suppose, or,it might have been stirred up by one of his 

contemporaries o>id therefore should be made available to 

research workers in the years ahead. Knowing that th.ese 

papers will go back to the owners when father Calahan has finished 

with them, I have presented as persuasive*picture as I can to 

him, pointing oyt that in a book of, this kind, it is 

more important that the original documents and, private papers 

that can be used be so employed as to contain everything therein, 

even at the expense of dryness so far as the casual reader 

is concerned • I think I convinced him of the widdom of f 

this method, although sit he said quite frankly he hadn t 

thought of it in that light, .4?id so perhaps through the 

medium of this booklf, much valuable material will be 

set down in print and therebye saved for posterity which 

would have been the poorer, had the value of the entire 

texts been over looked • 

% 

As they were leaving, they told me how surprised they were 
when Celeste's servent came to them last month to ask them 
about marrying her to the boy from Houston with whom she had been 
going during the past six months • What surprised them about 
the interview was the fact that when they f ask Ruby Gallien the 
name of the prospective groom, she couldn t remember either 
his first or his Iqst name . Don't you love that. 

he moon is so lovely tonight t I am going to knock off 
a bit of mail and then have a musical on the gallery . I 
shall be thinking of you as I take my place hard by S*. Giggin's .. 


i A si! bst t vr- '..iso< o .£ oiuw K oe 

.Mtboirc-. moi< - u i . tu <> en^iir.oo ■ *n\i ti x 

hursday, September 9th, 2954. 

■ ••lolq-so i lib -,c ois biof ’o\< .e crl 

*'■■■‘■5 »• - *eu- *\ . Li a ho 'icv; * • 

4oo*l bio ni fcuion© oAoq oa so 8*A"ilob no » l-M qh ,,o A«iA$ 

bn© bo$o *2 .j • :• •'.ooo eoidni: b * '‘a-o 4 . s cr’i . e. ,- o onoAu onoAe 
l'^ - '..A v Qf>'' sol.is o cjvx.bV^ o*. . 

♦ bonou .-jo ' r • : ho Am e\;oi8sn « > 

Memorandum 

oia . 4 srbiti "5• no\ t ooJr 

Bow nice to find your elegant letter of Saturday in today's 
post. Such a wealth of information you had to convey and every 
line of i* filled me alike with admiration and delight. 
c : I rn • ' C : i\ or L-v, OA. BA 

Tou can well imagine feov surprised I was to learn of the 
three deaths you mentioned for I had heard of none of them, and 
encountering them all at a single sitting gave me muoh to 
> v .r -ponder on, -«and to regret. A 

. ■ oV-tyA ) i:ooo*tor, v " . o : a* A \q os no 

And may 1 tell you how noble I think you were to have chased 
all ever town in searsh of Alexander and steed. I pray you not 
to let the search drive you to exhaustion. It seems odd I can't 
recall where I saw the picture, for the picture itself is quite 
qlsar in my mind, — a nude figure of Alexander whose atheltie 
• ' hack stands out strikingly a « he raises one.arm in the direction 

of the head of Buoepholous, the latter faoing the on-leeker, and 
the animal rearing wildly, the blackness of hisooloring seemingly 
almost reflected in the shadow of the animal, foiling to the left ef 
’ the composition. Vaguely, it seems to me, the original may 
• h a ve been in the private ao llection of some Russian prince although 

with equal vagueness, it strikes me that it may have appeared tn print 
fc in some book on Greek mythology or history.. . 

b*>o- o Ai Hi boAooi.A frorj ojoA \jan H 0 J 1 -.&& n*iLnr>o o«U ni boi.oijpom 

I so much appreciate your acoount ef the likenbss you did run across 
in your search for the Alexander business. I had never heard of the 
monument erected in memory of Bucephelous and I'm glad you described 
it for joe . o 

:• -.ile iso >4io . .. .. .. v. if-iso J.-i Aoob 

Before this late date, I suppose I might have remarked 
.'j ■ upon what you have already noticed. ^ —your new ribbon. 

■\ The Public Relations man of R. B. A. was at the store today waiting 

(for J. H., and I got him to come over here, read the » instructions 
you so thoughtfully included in your last letter, and Lol here we 
are,-but I have in mind to make the envelepe right now, —Just 
• in case, o ■ ■ • < 3 i. * .• o. t v o l . s 

b«o '■■'of boA ono ioi\ Aeias Jaoi. ot-oi r»?.n< 4 c.a Mod oo. . nai 

)i jlno t ' 4 ofcoT.-- . o onulA tebtU O’oioiia t-uay «i to At 

0 :' ao?.• S’r.o nooia noblo^ ... biso wtooj yi' n©8«r >.q si ii os bn© 

r> Hi :ioo\.onq stA uoAt \o r'Honi 8 © on oiooesuf! n oi niov © 

. ... . \jInslf8©oAtnoV \jilonoiio; 
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And so, having made an envelope, let us hold the thought 
that the ribbon continues to sail along uninterruptedly, 

, :,v x : .V,: 

I'm so glad you told me of your 4th Avenue explorings and 
may I congratulate you on all your finds, Off hand, I can 
think of nothing that so delights me as to poke around in old book 
shops where one almost invariably stumbles over the unexpected and 
the desired things, often long since forgotten, and therebye seemingl 
twice as precious when thus discovered, 

; ■ :•* t>Y 

And thanks, too, for your industry in setting me straight 
regarding the Gibbon opt, It was characteristically erudite in 
your approach in having included the name of the Earl of 
Sheffield, Ee was a life long ftiend-ef Gibbon and the latter 
name the Earl as his literary exeoutor and this, of course, accounts 
for the presence of Sheffield's name in connection with the autombiog 
I have forgotten the name of his^other life long friend, a resident 
of Lausanne, Switserland, and it was with the latter that 
Gibbon shared a very comfortable house during the last decade 
or so of his life, The garden had a betceau (beroeau) which 
at its termination g a ve a view of the lake on which, the night 
Gibbon finished his Decline and Fall, a fine moon was reflecting as 
the historian marohed up and down in said garden, > 

si ' . •> i q ftAt ft At bjob I fttftAv Itoo**! 

And may I thank you for telling me qf other aspects, as associai 
oircumstances, regarding the impending changes in lower 4th Avenue, 
.And how odd that your new associate should chance to be connected 
with a social organisation to which other people well known to you 
•‘n f> * v should frequent, n 

... From enclosures eit er here iwfrtor under separate cover, you 
will not one or two lengthy epistoles from Hatches and Marshall, 

- The way Carolyn begins a letter one week and mails it the next, is a 
sight, From the latter part of the letter, one assumes the prospects 
mentioned in the earlier section may have got knocked in the head 
a nd I'm not sure if this means she will be down this way or not 
prior to her Manhattan Jaunt, The letter is so like her, bubbling 
bod osoi over with'really excellent ideas as she be-moans the passing 

of the summer without h a ving done much on her book, —which ever 
book that may be, but certainly not the one on which she and 
Farle}( a hdgone into huddles about, At the time of visit of 
ttye 0 Brians, Carolyn sensed that I had doubts about the book ever 
being done, She probably recalls this position on my part now from 
time to time, 

, 

Madam Moore's letter is so muoh like her, too, - T all her family 
geheology, although I must say I was entertained by that section, 

But what we both appreciate most and wish that she had told more, and 
that is the part about Madam Maroo, —Today it was only 100, 
and so it is pleasantly warm tonight and a golden moon entices me 
again to a musicale ana a stream of thoughts projecting in a 
generally northeasterly direction,, .. 


» 


vu, rt I 

ftJ.OOit'.j:A jVgL'OftAt t 
\o ooftiq fttii 


"S’ ftCfOC-oA t ft/ OJ bftoucrio \1 

,0 o . \ Friday, September 10th, 19 54. 

• o ■ • ; i inu o 51 e i t*i o r.& ftot.o to onbl 


.tfti* l ,i li.voftt 3 J-nb 1 % t J \0 at.jM I ftliiVQj bnK 
c 0 «Hsust. • v» s ji;o< 5 .i ftioi$*r s ftry 

• blob \ s. A.eu •• -o ftc-ft i • >q 

. Memorandumt or. ii . $ • e ; 

If 8 getting cooler, —a mere 95 today and what with 
low humidity,one almost feels it's ideal, —m until one 
starts moqeying about, •> 

M ftdt uiosi oft~c it* SAoinot 

The ooffee hour this morning was all about little Miss 
Lee, about her beauty, her sweetness and her general attribui 
•fa grand person, Frnkly, could you have been tuned in, 
it would have quite turned your head. As a mere 
■u n listener, it quite turned mine oat qf sheer pride, 

• vjo fr i go t ttv i I f., Bfttts&nd iia 

it seems the ladies in town have been t alking a bout 
yqu since their return and all are conspiring an afternoon's 
entertainment when the next round is made, —a musicale, 
much food and drink and Jfeaven knows what all, I pass 
- aLl this along in order that you may know precisely what 
a -stunning effect you produced on all your guests at the 
• theatre, and, naturally, it .all makes me very, very happy, 

os tu Carmen telephoned me today to r eport on the suocess of 
a atohitoches commercial program over the Monroe station 
qt which she assisted yesterday, 2t seems it was successful 
t i-90 far as the participants were concerned, 

<?/ 

; ^As told me a tale a bout a couple of enlisted men 
f rom town, — twins, - who volonteered in the air force on th 
^promise they would not. be separated. It seems they have alwai 
* functioned wonderfully well together but are utterly disorgani 
. • » separatedThe a\r force assured them they might remain 

together but no sooner were they inducted than one was sent oj 
1 ■ ">- California and the other to Texas, the latter scheduled for 

duty in .Germany forthwith. And so the mother appealed to Cam 
ob Juo oso.W \jon and Gasmen appealed to i Senator Ellender's secretary in Haskins 

and the atr force bowed, , re-assigned both youths to the same 
*iauo company and now they ate Joyfully setting forth on 

their military career, .together**^ I liked that and 
I know the twins will. 


I 




l 
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Sunday, September 12th, 1954, 


If you chanced to hear E, Roacoe tonight, I am sure 
, f e9 i 03 J do that his account of flying through hurricane 

Edna was at onoe an artistic and informative piece of 
reporting • „ 

And while I think of it, I don't recall if I mentioned 
that the article about the geese by J, Aswell, gent*, would 
cp pear in a December issue o f Colliers • At least that 
is what Rosalind said the schedule oalls for # 




•3110 


And tf the appearanoe of this letter appears as 
hodge-podge as its incoherence, charge it off against 


UBJ't aLfrJ-:l '• 


the Valley Electric Company « Oddly enough the current failed 
tonight at precisely the same hour it did last night and 
while it makes no difference really so far as my hammering 
is Concerned, still, I must oonfess I do miss the aid and 
comfort of the electric fan's breezes # But just 
as I placed a period at the end of the last sentence, 

• R, E, A, came through again ahd thus everything is 

all breezes and light, as it were • 

. Htiot i.i 2 Lei, pi\ir erase rl 

t’ o - I thought of my colored'friends last night, wondering 

4 . how they were making out at the local honkey-tonk where 

a movie was in progress I asked about it today and each 
person to whom I asked 1/ie question re-aoted exactly the 
same, pausing for^a few minutes te remember the 
. i episode which ^they had obviously forgotten almost • Each one 

said that they hadn t thought anything about it, knowing 
that the lights would come one again so they could see the re 
of the picture and that during the half hour of waiting, they 
just sat and talked and rested a bit, When I think of some 
of the racket made by audiences in Hbrthern movies houses, 
especially those frequented by Columbia niveristy, and hew 
they would nearly wreck the place if an interim of a minute 
tnteroened in the smooth pretentati&n of the film transpired, 
I ■realized the contrast tn casualness, patienoe and acceptenc 
of the inevitable which forever comes to the fore on the part 
of our friends, especially the rural ones, I suppose • 
btti uoflfr tottoee on eu< ■. 

v >■ . . t The weather man promises us clear skies for the next fou 

as we head •into the week end, Re promises you quite the con 
2 < and I an holding the thought'that Edna may blow out to sea 

before reaching your ne ighobrhood and that there may be 
much opportunity for solitude and relaxation over 
the week end ,,,,???’ • J ' T ;o 

• 11 tv esiSt'i add usoivrt V 


v> 

• ) ssfrt *VT. 

sooi't ecu 


• mb’* siBoe :•••• r io aot>S.c. ftj'.jr bltfoAe arts '-*« 


A4oi 


Memorandum i 


3410 3z - tsoo« cob oln: 

V- '-oseoefcoa t'ik om tc A nvAt *10 A tub ~ aASat 

hiuw t* *> 


. j ;U 


3 <J vT V, 

t - 




4» 




: a z\ a? 

>&u a tut 
biue t>A 
blu 

a¥ . 

ait 


w 4\*C» 

, 1 ? •' i i £stib.'.r*e o si c-IcAot, t: •. .v ,.* 

How nice to find your Thursday air mail in Saturday's 
post, And how kind of you to pass along the information 
regarding the advent of plates No, 2 and 3* 

; '■ • > ' bt ; v, . .s .2 e ..-Art'. yusinie.' 

t I assume these items are forwarded from Rock Hall or the 

point of manufacturing when the order has been completed* Every 
day I have been expecting to receive a bill of lading, indicating 
that shipment has been made, But nothing has come to hand 


since a copy of the letter to you from Rock Hall as of September 
2nd, or some such • ^it.- 


C.j: 


tafrdal i: fit 
On 


»As soil 8 38 03 IOM C|l\ 8UQ 04'$ boot 

I sent a » air mail to Rock Hall i doing my best to give them 
a push, t ■ * 

pA oltA m *c Afr bits pA b«© tatty, id 

I was sorry to learn that you had been disappointed in f indin 
nothing at 908 0 n Thursday but perhaps, as yeu mentioned, Friday 
saw things back on the track again I presume I mentioned 
in my Tuesday letter that there wai no out-going mail here 
en Labor Day which, of course, accounts for your failure te 
receive my Sunday memo. 


0 38 0 .• :o 
XjKitoi^xo V 


tpj 


cd '.roo 






pAd 
A 0 4 4U 


Oit'toIX ca btr. awe' 


a*. 


■ a auooi oj 


ad& jroA.t biae 

A 

\o bi.a-T zt 

o* 

at ua 


aat<j 




I had a quiet week end I & glad to report and I got more 
sleep than usual having geAe to bed about 8 o'clock last 
night I have hid a touch of the sniffles for the past couple 
°f <*a0 a and 1 thought some hot lemonade with a dash of whiskey 
in it would be an excellent idea for Saturday night. And 
by some unexpected twist, the weather was cooperative, having fall 
rapidly after sundown until it re^ch 6 2 before this morning which 
really represented quite a change* 
o i ?'4 A i t ftpjft:..qob a A it a.- . uoii’ia^us iitotiaoxa a’-otuU 

There were one or two visitors 0 n Saturday but a s they were 
old friends and didn't linger toe long, I had no difficilty in 
keeping to the watering schedule I had charted for the gardens in 
the morning, 

ij JLi. ~ tuo v « j bo» ootoOuz os ad L r d 

a o Lionel Jeanmard appeared unexpectedly just afterneoon, 

We had a good hour's chat and he told me of Marcia, a 
colored woman who loo* a after his Plantation Court when he is 
absent # Maroi a he s a ys, is ah exceptional colored woman 
a nd he so regrets she will probably never have an opportunity to 
visit Melrose for he says the Palntation Court would fall down 


tau < 


ta-id' 


J 


I 
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. ><5Vi < .'3 x v»r state a& t yot: v; 

if both he and she should quit the place at the same time, 


Marcia has never married and has but sne daughter, 
rather darker than her mother and possessed of an equd ly 
keen mind She graduated this year from Southern University, 
having thi highest scholastic standing in her class 
■i' • "tv0-. ' - .. r j .: aicii * 

All the a bove was mentioned, following a remark I had made 
bout the outrageous performances going on in the Mississippi 
legislature Perh a ps Friend Jeanmard had never been sure about 
m „ standing'in the humanities before . In any event, he said 
, he wanted to tell me something in confidence that would 

illustrate the keenness of Marcia's intuitive powers, He 
explained that when,he is aline at his desk when Marcia 
brings the mail, she invariably a sks him when he has finished 
running through the letters, if it would be, alright for her to 
read the one from Melrose since she always feels that letter comes 
from an understanding heart # He said she probably recognises 
the unusual type at once for sometimes the cancellation 
has been blurred and he said that while he enjoys receiving my let 
they are primarily casual notes from friends and that he can't see 
how Marcia should single out that particular letter for exploring 
on her own hook when he has finished with it, 

. v 'i i\ \ r ,)iuo^-Yuo qk tew aaavY jufij naYial ^cbeau'T. ^r. tU 

He said en Friday night,he had told Marcia to come to 
business a little earlier on Saturday morning as he was going 
to leave early to take Madame Jeanmard to Alexandria She 
had appeared at the appointed hour and he mentioned he might not 
be back early as he might go on Monroe an business, after 

* leaving Aerlandria # To his surprise, Marcia had said that she 

thought $ he would not make Monroe on this go-round but asked him wh 
. he dtdn t stop off at Melrose for a little chat instead of going 
on,the extra 100 milea,' And that, of course, is precisely what he 
•' and done and laughingly he confessed if that he wasn't sure 

if the primary impulse had been to see me or to follow 
Marcia's excellent suggestion, When he departed, I asked him to 
try to arr a nge to have Marcia pass this way soetime, either with p 
by herself for surely she is one pilgrim who should see the 
place about which she has heard so much and has so longed to see 

a .A o * 

I shall be so interested in what your kindness and Mr, Collin 
. artistry bring forth. If the darker blue where it is darker, take 

as well as the other coloring on Ho, l t the results should be 
equally 8 plendid- I'm so glad to have had your letter over 
this weeki end .t * # ei t e *; -a 

0 •• .'qc .( i t* ■ .*■ " •' ,i'y r. *'./•; -/y c :,*■ .■ ... 

Wi.ob ltu\ bliiotu noiYrYniuH anY a\*ue ad *to\ atotiaU ticiu 


rt< 


ti*uucA 


n end .a * ei .t , ■ a 

•••••• • 

5J-. yiflVcToaq Lili aAs aYa-tqat 08 aA br. c 

a.: YitiuH ani auue a,\ atoTiaV; ;ic; u 
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Monday, September 15th, 1954, 


Yu aiq," - 
• asti 


L'OU 
aY A a a* 

a ILa ou’.t 


4*. t \4 Yu or - 




c\jiv 

\1 . 



0^ & 

|U40b:,C v >b - 


t • 


04 ' 1. 


tlivA BanVI 

43 ;\‘<w *4i 

ul yoe biu 


ei ii*. J tn a?. 


Yqr. ■> 

. 

lYYi. a* . 


no 1 

1 * ii r, 

’vlll'j SOD 

i ( r>^ 


^ \i 

. r . 4 r> L 

0'4> 

B u olq aeu 

ft) rj J\ 

a AY \<j 

0 ion 


. t : q«ib«oY8 *0004 lad I 

- • '■> . ' - r b * ya *... c . ' ■ . .. > ; y. - 1 

Memorandums a a 

. 

Picture my astonishment when at 9 o'clock this morning 
plate No, 2 arrived without fanfare~ 

• • - i' VAr .. c-i.w am c a- •... 

Always before I have received a bill of lading about 
a week or ten days in advance • Perhaps the dealt of la 
Cowperthwaite s brother upset the usual desk work at Rock Hall, 

<biltftA \Vo b«o vvuYYuao v.Yftl as'.o qi.rvjb aqoTVJ'i tti 


Well, be that as it may, the plates arrived and I like them, 
I am a little puzzled that plate Mo, 3 didn't arrive at the 


same time as I had supposed both were Peing made at the same 
time and shipped, accordingly, Although Acme Fast Freight 


u..cr u oj.xc aozen costs aooux fs,00 or, naturally, 
about fl 6*00 for four cartons sent tn two separate lots whereas 
a single shipment of four cartons, obviously weighj the same, 
makes a difference of about three bucks, I must take this 

up with Rock Hall, especially, as seems possible, the No, 3 design 
arrive on the morrow. 


■ 1 Sit - 


bun 


a i' o '\/i 

laoina 
au qA 
[i-iUa-Y 


3U l £ b • >' 


aYoiura 


shY ai*,} 
bu Yoab 


bjtu Yi;-. 
,u ,oib« 
b 


'Today I was impressed by the quick response one segment of 
the animal world makes to the cooling off of the nights • 

/***»c| two mice in different buildings, staggering around from 
the ill effects of a Dec on banquet I had set out for them on 
< Friday* Perhaps they follow the calendar and start costing 
in from the fields about the 15th of September, regardless of 
the warmth or coolness of the nigh s, but I assume the coolness 
may play the more determining part. It is really wonderful how roc 
can be controlled through the Decon medium, ..30 harmless to 
pets and so devastating to-rats and mice. This method, —a 
little flat dish of what looks like corn meal, and no bother about 
rat traps or rats. The man who studied up Decan really 
contributed mightily to the convenience of human beings living 
in the country and city, too, for that matter, for if I remember 
correctly, there are both town and country mice, 
arv a . .X a«uo ju.„ a/o *u : ■ Yuli ,33 0 Y& booYs 

Thia *orning .Celeste mentioned having gone to mass at 
Da Madeleine a nd several times since the coffee hour, I have been 
ojtt 4 *tu \o Y j?anu \ja*\Y AYic aunionoo 1 

i it<> Ybocan autfod aAY iLoAe 1 ^caaie Yo« t oe 

**a Aaa&i *tuo\i Yu Ay YAyuoAY arti "uibloA jko 1 •Itun aAY uriob 
ttiAYott bit: egjiiiVY \o BYni *to\ ir.atr.ort u ^uu» babluotq 




I 
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« ;q')o 

P, S • 

I must have remarked to Madam Marco the Celeste had hoped 
while in Paris to see Christian who was scheduled to come home from 
Rangoon which Madam Marco took to mean I was expecting 

him "home" at Melrose, 


. Y;G1 , A4&1 ,v.c~!.oV 


wondering a bout that Church, —a building with which you 

are familiar, I believe, standing like a glorified Greek temple at 

the axis of the Boulevard des Italiens and Rue de la Madeleine, 

Mow that I contemplate the matter in Tetrospect, I find myself wont 
why I never did <n ything about the building years ago, If 
memory serves, it bears somewhere or its corner stone the 
date of 1764+’' That is the date of the death of Madame de Pompadnui 
In that year she was still building on Petit Trianon, and 
the classic architecture of the one brings the other to mind, 
although they are t alike only because they are of the same classic 
, character, I don't suppose there were many large Churches built 

in Europe during the 18th century and off hand, I should say la 
. Madeleine:is probably the most imposing although its setting is 

such, surrounded as it is by a flock of small non-deacript 
buildings, that it will never appear to a maximum advantage until 
a few rows of the surrounding streets have been push back or 
their plain buildings eliminated, With the Elysees Place only 
i t. ' a few blocks away on St, Honors, I am wondering if Paris planners 

ever contemplated a boulevard that would run from la Madelaine 
to the Elysees, thus connecting the ample tree and grass plots 
to the Bond Points and all tie in as an outer circle of the 
, famous Place Louis.IT as the Place de la Concorde was known in 

the 18th century, .t <.-•••- 

I mention this possibility of Madame de Pompadour having had 
, something dwx to do with the building of the Church 

merely because the subject interests me but not because I have 
any pragmatic purpose pushing my curiosity * Think of me should 
you ever chance to run across any reference to the building of the 
Church, I have no doubt it was erected under ostensible clerical 
supervision although even though the lady's name may never have 
appeared in connection with it, there seems to me every probability 
that she;might have been theinspiration, especially for its 
-- • architectural character, It's odd, —and in a way I am rather glao 

there is but one soul with whom 1 can think out loud and speculate 
of matters of not the slightest intrinsic value, always knowing 
that my curious thirst for particulars is symep thetically shared, 
no\ br.i> 

• * A quilt and the wool tack felt good at day break when the thet 
stood at a surprising 58, But with the sun came 90 degree heat ago 
but the little respite for sleeping was ever so pleasant, 

; ,*v.or. i '..V. so « eomii !;.••• v. , sr>i slsbiM. r J 

I continue with my sniffles but they aren't of any moment and 
so, not being sleepy, I shall finish the Bowles report on India, aj 
doing the mail, I am holding the thought that your week end 
provided many a moment for doing lots of things and nothing,,,,,,. 




«S»4 *MJLw 


•> -i ,’i ,Z ,1 sM \o m.v:-. bait, or, eat I 

bo-'c I vjifcfs a. i ,Aood tsdTod asrioAcV. \o «ci$ooi idiiq 
se . e ou adj $aAas woV-. .quiqqilo e , oflids& iti 

.si tii - AcilB 1 9bill! <M! bs*X*U$8 31 , A Hno( Tu.mttiin.il x i 


o, biiow sAj j'.i wA*. .^uiqqJLo e 1 nt 

- Tuesday, September 14th, 1954, 

SU it • MOO.:. >J0 3 1 , I 

10 'r.cb •tsA^sAus bi'.a o i b a'isdiui sAY 


A OL ?, 
A v A4 


io bib isAn aAv.; b«c '.tinib a isdnoi aAA nv\\ 

•Jiiu ioo sr.ubs babiooiq boA s-'QOii. , .'A £*iis$ors 

• r 1 '.i “A* s' i.ivoii i e s : ." bsnsuoi 

Memorandumt „• * 

i. o \o 1 1381 , *WQ& sr.u'v cats $; b«o 


How nice to find your Friday letter and the bountiful 
p a ckage of prints in today's post, 

. Hi S'-.or LSUS SJT. asixout; : : i\* ' • 

The latter., thanks to your expert packiiig, came through 
in perfect condition a nd I was doubly touched by your thoughtj 
i n»*aa in having marked them so plainly so that I could recogni 
each group as readily as one, two, three, 

a. a o rtoolo*. sloA'v> a ;:c e;Iooo stioA oo »nui liaAt 

, I laughed to myself when I read your paragraph, correctin 

llfllll, M n *,7 1 A J. U _ 1 I A 1 n . ^ . 


brtc r 


IsoKoqesi n* 

• is i e 

i 1.4 

♦ ^ HQ 


your earlier statement that plates £ and 3 were a darker blue 
than No. 2, for when Uo, 8 arrived yesterday, I glanced 
at it and immediately realised that it was indeed darker 
I 1' ^ ' •' •• '3 v U 4 than No, i 9 I then went onin great satisfaction, doing whate 

joas next on the docket and not until I read your letter today 
did I ever think of comparing, or. contrasting them, 
o &ut now that I have examined both, I must confess that they 
. both seem to be about the same tone and I've been trying 

to figure but how it was that both of us got the impression 
that No, 8 was darker. It is possible, —but this is only 
a guess, that there is more white space tn Nos, 8 and 3 a nd 
. ~ that- the resulting contrast between the white and blue makes 

the whole composition of No, l seem lighter but more solid 
* * n contrast to the white spaces seemingly giving greater 
•0 .. intensity to the blue in No, 8, Anyway, I got 

<. ° kick out of the fact that both of us had received exactly 

■- , the same impression, which, obviously is contratff to fact, 

qiti AOOl" SO':’ o Y . , 

It seems a little odd that since you received both 
Nos, 8 a nd 3, I received the shipment of No, 8 only and 
that contrary to ciistom, no bill of lading has ever arrived, 

I shall a sk qbout this patter on the morrow from Rock Hall, fo 
I could really make use of No, 3 since I am holding up shipmen 
Mo, 8 in order to include the third item, 

HOi\$ 940. isttsd" $i!(i 

At this moment, I notice how right Robina is in 
• i t telling me in the enclosure, that my left margin is too wide, 

s. I shall try to rectify this .as I turn the page herewith, 

XjC.i i L* •> \J! SJ4 t i ,3eolo I'.SST A' Is ,11 A r \0 SC.' 

,.iulbs:->. eriLlo3 AouotiW ^lowibltoA iuo\i \o fc -iqsr.iixs AustoX sAA 
aei'A siAAil \o solos' .!^ow ce ei 9 \:I b«o 
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G930 


I was so glad to learn of the L. S. Press impending 

publication of the Natchez barber book, as mentioned 
in Robina's clipping. /Tow what in the world do you suppose 
a Davis and Hogan h a ue stirred up under such a title. After 
all, 1 think they squeeze out about everything squeezeable 
from the barber's diary and whether they did or not, the 
material lira. Moore had provided them certainly adequately 
covered the barber's story. I notice the clipping 
has something to say about "prior to 1851" or some such phra 
and it was along about June 20th, 1851, of course, that 
Johnson was murdered of course. 

.Jraoo e’\K 3 fco* «i e*»W7q \o e *o. r ,q 

What puzzles me even more is the fact that L. S. U. 
Press is strictly limited in the number of books it can 
publish and since they have already done the barber so 
thoroughly only a few years back aid since many people 
, I know fiave been standing in line for years awaiting 

their turn to have books on a whole folock of subjects 
brought out how in the world does the barber rate another 
go-round. I shall certainly be curious to find out about 
t this. , < 

TaflPtob baabfl* eo<a *4 bofci'iosi \jiosciba^jni b«o si -yt 


.VyHit .At •, so t v . i \0J5 - 
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r I can't recall if 908. was functioning at the time Hogan 

wrote the poison pen letter about me, addressing it to 
, * Mrs. J. H. Henry so^that it went to Celeste instead of 

Miss Commie, threw Celeste into a panic to the point of 
collapse and finally it got around to the Madam ahd me. I r. 
the blistering letter to Hogan that went forward in response 
~~ K 1 have always regretted it did not go to the President 
. i of x ulane instead in order to,, impress upon his mind what 

a fine gentleman he had in the person of his history prof. 

, f . i . . ?> *\ -I .-soas i . oY ' r.oi-jr * 30UM 3 sSTOi*.' 

I must not forget to write Robina, telling her of a 
secretary, who take8 a stab at words instead of spelling 
them out when they are new to him. Because of this, t 

he somewhat astonished me at first when he read, —I don t 
recall the precise phraseology, that Robina was "looking 
forward to getting a first hand report from Louisiana Geograf. 

. 1 shall never hear the name of Louisa Gregory that that 

, substitution doesn't come to mind. 

It would appear, after allp that even on this side of the 
sheet, Robina was still right « 2Tie telephone rang just as 
I, turned the page and so I must have fogotten to adjust the 
margin, but "better late than never". 

Il) j* onitfofl. SAoiT aoiJroc I 4k 

It was only 101 today and tonight it will be in the 60's 
again, but not until long after I have raided the ice bucket and me 
use of a tall, elegant green glass. So many treasure, including 
the latest examples of your handiwork through the Collins medium, 
and life is so worth while just because of little Miss Lee•••••• 


, bo-; 


liBTC 


c* S 


Wednesday, September 15th, 1954. 

. - 0 li t: Hi IW . 1 • . 
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5 j\ j • JJoiS rt UOOO 1.0% Jb.o'i LV.O cr. \ni *■ 

Memorandum : . ^ -s 

And so a letter came to Celeste this morning, announcing 
that both sets of the S. G, Henrys would come for the 
week end, —and while I shall be delighted to see the General, 
I join with Celeste in something less than a manifestation 
of something less than enchantment about the balance of 
,oi the contingent. The little ones are nice enough so far as I a 

concerned but the inability of littleStephen means he and his 
wife will occupy J. H. and Celeste's boudoir and bath, impellt 
o them to mosey over to the big house and what with Madam Regard 

being temporarily flattened out from general debility, —toe 
much road running, I suspect is the real reason, visitors 
for the week end do not seem to be at the top of the list 
of things most desired. < . 

• n; t 4i ■ * •toc.l _i\ w ssol or 'oo «.'<•. tw^i. 

The lady doctor is pregnant, I am told, and I must 
drop her a note of congratulation. She has long sighed for 
an offspring and I'm hoping this one will really make it 
in December,.as scheduled. When the Worsleys took over the 
Venk mansion in Cloutierville years ago, the lady doctor was a 
expectant mother but, according to said lady, and I suppose 
she ought to know, Sister raised such hell that a mis¬ 
carriage ensued. At least the same people will not be involve 
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in any misadventure, should it transpire this time. 

Hob D 7 0 \ 87 5 «iV* « ■ , 

. My radio said that there would be no prize fight tonight 
because of rain in Manhattan "Brother, could you spare 

a drop." New Orleans had rain yesterday which is a little 
closer to home-but that didn't mean a thing to this ^ 


A* 1 .■ neighborhood where the drought continues full blast and 

,ue a , my thermometer again stood at the 100 mark today while the 

noi* •' Weather bureau talked about "continued fair and warm". 

tue c ■ .> bay toe afl Jrsnw lAoiAw 

51.U7 The recorded Talking Book Topics for September c ame to 

ix)7^. hand today, containing a couple of items I should like to 

<niio r> \o i-.oi*; i-j; *.'* eboar. ; - babi' ib n ec 

\|t'. ,.ui8 »: taibnoA rtScd r.iad eiboaistu *ud *8i7*&)*Aovi8q 
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Thursday, September 16th, 19 54 


b ' ' ' t i. i. 

read, including "Rainbow on the Road". 

I shall also order volume 4 of a biography of James 
Madison by some author whose name 1 have forgotten. It 
spears the first three volumes have never been recorded which 
seems slightly on the odd side, —starting with volume 
4 which covers the Madison occupation of the chair of the Secretai 
of State. .i r 

There is a volume of memoires, —I forget the title, by 
Foil Wyck Brooks .which I shall also ask for and perhaps ing Corsb\ 
"Call Me Lucky", In the same catalogue are listed 
the Chester Bowles 0 pU8 I have Just finished and Samule 
Morrison s "On Land and Sea" or some such, being a series 
of historical dissertations.delivered to Oxford University, etc, 

Frenchy, Clemence s son by Coo-coo Charlie, has been 
liviving in the little -house at the Korth of Arenbourg, next to 
Qlfred s and during the last 8 months, he has been giving me 
a hand at various chores, *>ut his drunken wife decided she 
wanted to move to 3ome little old town off Shreveport way and 
so flew out, writing him a letter after a couple of weeks to 
join her there. And so we lost a helper forthwith, what with 
t frenchy being as "coo-coo" about the lady as his papa was in name, 


iw’ae IIdB.jj iud as o lout, iioAtj I A " „ atro cot*’ 

" - 

Memorandum : 

Thanks to clo,ud coverage d,uring the afternoon, the 
thermometer never got above 98 and what with a brisk Southeastern 
br&exe, the day was really delightful. 

In the correspondence field, a letter from Bock Mall, 
enclosing a copy of a letter to you, perhaps penned on the 13th, 
indicated design covering Feliciana had been forwarded to you and 
plates No. 3 had been forwarded to me• I suppose your 
package has arrived and mine will get here earJLy next week, I 
am holding up shipment of gift plates to Matches until 
Plate #o« 3 has arrived, for surely ttwould never do to let 
one batch of mansion mistresses receive some and some not. 
site biros .Vi .z • 

I talked with Ora on the telephone this morning. She 
said that not only is the goose article to appear in Colliers but 
# movie is being made on t\e same subject, a portion of which 
- she has seen., She said her niece, —J. H.Williams' daughter, 
Claudia, was asked to appear in 0 few scenes, one of which 
called for her to walk through cotton rows, surrounded by geese. 
Claudia has platinum blonde hair and a very Jair skin. She 
told Ora that the scene had to be 'shot over and over again in 
a boiling sun and by the time she had made Ifie final trip up and 
. down the rows, her hair was still pale yellow but, —lucky 

color camera,—her face was pure scarlet. 
v. •' t 8i O.-VJr ® i . ; i -- x.° ■ J S3 

Ora said the peculiarity of the goose is such that 
. if a wire is placed around any .given area or acreage and 

the. geese turned into the enclosure, within just a short time, 
perhaps a day or so, one may remove the wire and the geese 
, will continue to occupy the same area, never moving a step 

beyond the line of demarkation of the original wire. I shall 
eventually find out the film and if it is to be released 
along regular commercial lines or will be pigeon-holed as an 
educational thing, , ,, ;nv, v; t . 

ij’-. 4*5 JT" 

rt-seems to me there was a letter or in today's post 
which I shall enclose herewith or under separate cover. Oh, yes, 

> SWUiOO til'. ■tfejo <>* S3i*30 i si OT01 1 

- • xo eyoe srt ii sAa.t 1 . bti?" 'T'AV^ t- xtox©L- 3 rs^ot e i sroe isrjj 

....... y? o«. *1 stftiiil o snsae lianas r 


adage hast it, —"it s an ill wind that doesn't blow some¬ 
body good", and Zelna seemed heiress in the windfall. For 
Frenchy had been rajyfing some chickens and they had reacheed the 
stage of being delectable fryers. These he sold to Zelma for 
twenty cents apiece, —five fryers for a dollar seems to unusuall 
reasonable in this day of high food prices. 

->v :V .'ii.y.i Hi Iti *t \o ~.8i’r oM 

In the field of international relations, I shall be interest 
to hear.what the commentators have to say about the visit of 
the Secretary of State to Bonn and London, by-passing Paris. I t> 
this is another Administration blunder. At the moment, France su 
an hysterical widow, possessed of a geographic key to a situation 
which must be solved forthwith if she and her neighbors are to su 
or at least avoid a catastrophe. Exhausted by incessant road rum 
the Secretary as an individual the state of mind possessed by Fra\ 
as a divided nation. France needs the attention of a calm 
psychiatrist but insteadis being both handled and snubbed by 
a five cent cigar who, as in the Far East, is going to end up by 
contribiting little save greater confusion and gaining nothing t 
The solidarity of Western Europe is resting on a 3 legged stool, 
England, France and Germany, and it is silly to kick one of them 
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p.s. 

Morrison reports something I didn't know before 
the figureheads, often beautifully carved, on the pn 
of the sailing vessels, were removeable, being put 
in place only as a boat approached port and 
removed after sailing, sincethe ocean storms would 
have smashed themin high seas. 


* •c'L nadfl'otqn'a t yjjb*nu<ft 


there was one from Kay which I shall enclose but shall send 

the letter from Caroline to the Bluff baack to The Bluff. Caroline 's 

• OF 

letter was well written, all t ooodsie, like all her letters but 
very well done. Like Aunt Willie, she writes so well, it's 
a pity she doesn'-t take pen in hand more frequently 

It is ah ynimportant but interesting fact that one day 
last week, Caroline invited some Uatchitoches and Arcadia people 
for breakfast at Briarwood, the honored guests including 
the Congers whom •she had denounced so roundly to l a Storm along 
• in April. 

: ■ • .T G\> 0 , *; . 

Returni 7 ig to Ora's conversation, I asked her if she had seen • 

• the newspaper account of the Davis-Bogan opus scheduled for 
publication by L. S. U. Press. She said she had and wanted to 
a»k me how it was they were getting out another biography on 
barber Johnson since they had already done one not so far back. 

I couldn t explain that one, of course. She said she had something 
to tell me about Began a »<* asked me if I knew him. I told her 
to tell herw story first and then I would go in to that. She 
. said that one of the Tulane graduates had directed her attention to 

a pamphlet, issued by Tulane, over the Bogan signature. The 
graduate explained that Began, as head of the Bistory 
Department, is custodian of every thesis in the Bistory section, 
prepared by graduate students who are candidates for degrees. Many 
of them are resentful because without breathing a word about it 
to anybody, —especially the writer of the thesis, Bogan goes 
through this one and that, lifts out the original research 
and then has it issued in pamphlet form as his original work. The 
«, issuing of pamphlets of original research on the part of 

professors is the means by whioh they get extra honory degrees and 
it is by said degrees that salary increases are apportioned • 

. an •• • L 1'.i no a. s'- ' -« , o jit s $ o ; 

It seems that several Of the graduate students have had in mind 
to publish their manuscripts in book form but because Moyan 
has already brought out the material •over his name, there is 
no hopes of getting the thing published in book form by the 
real author. Pine doings, especially for a flourisher of 
< < -poison pen missives . ^ l > 


bsuinn 
iioissat 
tort* 
si 
olqo' 
bite 


et-fth tr 

us 4 .tidedotq 


Friday, September 17th, 1954. 

.ofrii'ora’J set- ni naHto to or ©o tt> nt>tj 
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bee Memorandums 

.. vjA* 34 ■> 

It seems so odd to be able to t report that today 
qnitos we had a slight sprinkle. It wasn t enough to do any 

bits a; good but it had a re-assuring quality in that it did suggest 

the elements hadn't forgotten completely how to perform • I 
ad to; rsf. reckon the cotton pickers liked it, too, for while they never 

do much on Friday afternoon and they never pick on Saturday, it 
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gave them an excuse for knocking off early and getting 
their week end started early • — t no¬ 
uns© sees * i eqt An •bsqqoJro a no a»io<t*q sAJ 

Today's mail included the two enclosures which somehow 
suggest that the initial approach to the parties concerned 
didn't get far ♦ It occurs to me that some department stores 
limit their gift shops to certain types of merchandise and 
so I shall send off another letter to ffeiman-Marcus, addressing 
it to the China Department. That may crack a surface not to be 
dented on the gift shop side • 


. i\o or* bt an 
0 8Sin 8& 34 A 


ojiioVi ot b 
iisacrirsd oo 


As for the Smitherman letter, it holds the promise of 
a contact at this bend of the river and through subsequent corre 
• pendenoe, I shall beat the drum a bit- regarding plates 

«-• for Christmas stockings • ‘ J V 

* A telephone from^ Baton Rouge last night revealed that the 

junior S. Q.e will not make the trip with the seniors 
uoi4i8c the morrow • Celeste gathered that the invalid occasionally 

• suffers froma sore, induced by the necessity of always remaining 
art t5 °* r seated when not flattened out in the bed and I can well imagine 

j bbss-u that if one of these afflictisrio is being experienced at pfesent 

remaining at home would be far preferable to pulling up and 


b!o$ \o \jn*tioo»Jb”iF" If J Lantcuh. >. ; o «i szahieLL 

It* Both sets would have been welcomed by the hostdss but at 

• • the same time there is probably a measure of Unexpressed satis - 

to * 00 II faction on her part, knowing now as she does that there will 

he a pretty good chance'that she can get the support of her 
sister-in-law to persuade both husbands to'attend a party being 

AjUi, (ijj OS 11 . ofl© D85qB 


down the big road • ' 

«•. litt * min tti 


far preferable to pulling up and 
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I wrote Weeks to ask if he couldn't give aid in my effort to 
get some Proust-Saxon stuff read. I take it he says he can't although 
his scrawl seems a little vague to my secretaries .•••••• 


s Ldortn bk an 
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• W-81 ,lvni H 0C\It 30 IV 3< * v~ii iH * 

given at some camp or other in the Natchitoches area for some 
of the people associated with the R, E, A* When new» first arrived 
the ether day of the Saturday arrival of guests, a noble expression 
of regret was voiced in disappointment over the probability that 
the party would have to be fore-gone• But now that the little 
cloud of disappointment that one might miss a gathering of people 
whom one sees probably several times a week has been removed and 
a successful week end is thus guaranteed % 
v;r.:?0-t ' ;■i y t frnoqan, at *!'.;• :>d ai bbc os Croat 

I am glad to report that Madam Regard, although still resting 
in bed today, is obviously on the mend and probably will be up and 
, bout on the morrow • Tears back when she t qualified for 

receiving Old Age Pension checks, she didn t know she could not be 
x certified if she possessed a bank account in excess of five 

hundred dollars, A month or so ago the Government learned of 
her account, —less than a thousand dollars, and automatically 
the pension was stopped, Perhaps it was the nerve strain over 
this matter that put her in the bed • But now the State has 
been paid several hundred dollars as against back checks and as 
the account has now been reduced to less than five hundred dollars, 
she has again been certified to receive the Old Age Pension 
allowance • Oddly enough the decision was made at just the 
time the newspapers, locally carried an account of her daughter's 
fH r $R ea 8t*%e Ut }'ft‘ re bye causing a ripple of merriment 
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I remained awake long enough last night to read the chapter 
on the olippeY ships by Samuel Eliot Harrison inhis series of 
lectures, published under the title of "By Land And By Sea • 

Clipper ships, it seems, were built from Maryland to Maine and 
apparantly enjoyed the'ir greatest vogue in Amer ca between 
about 1850 and 18 55 when, because of the discovery of gold in 
California, there was a sudden demand for quick passage from 
the East coast to the West, 1 think they were a paying proposition 
only when passenger and not freight was involved • Donald Moley 
seems to have been the most successful designer and on occasion he 
built boats, too • What with Britd n having so long been mistresss 
the seas, it seems rather remarkable that several American 
clippers were ordered by British firms, especially those doing 
business in the Australian run, following the discovery of gold 


on that continent • Donal Molay designed some of these and their 
"—own under" were never surpassed • Messrs • Currier 




record runs t§ .«*» «*«»«»» «»i 

and Ives, although not mentioned by Morrison, turned out a flleok oj\ 
prints 6f the clippers, I believe, including a likeness of "The 
Flying Cloud" which seems to have beena boat of remarkable 


nniod ytnisq o 


speed and beauty • Well, so much for a literary evening (smile) and 
may your week end be ever so nice . 


•s’. ho i Sunday, September 19th, 1954, 

mo Una ii' Sj biu> si ji'j. \j v-ncA*- MU • A - r’o aannt 

t noMiub 11 qy I ioA biuo'tt aw 3. nt baa". >A ai'.jAqatst aAo 

•o. r t r.a •; «i t adt bno naAt \j.S bauinna ton - vjaiSt \i ■ 

n - •-■. c .o boo\ t \jlX.aj.tMay a aou&noaqqt t i ui ; ..q ot balin'* 

' • r ?’ • '• ■‘i . At J • •>?!< o!.', . A •' tx V- y -/■ 

t Memorandum oh :• s ... 

, AooIc\ i . d: .«... von’. t o • ^ 

t ui How nice to find your Thursday air mail in Saturtay's 

VjKii post • » i 

jHOQC . 

. And how noble of you to have undertaken all the things 

% aso' you did in spite of all the demands on your good self both 

physical and financial • 

. n-• ic c-qat na«« ib vjhK ,o ot w- ioan.'. \»aA4 s . .. mo 

I was as surprised as you to learn that there was 
V" no postal charge against the plates sent to the Copyright 

Office » This still seems odd • Do you reckon I could bombard 
the Library of 0 ongress with tormenting letters about 
recordings and get them delivered without postage, 

.... » 

Frankly, I was equally surprised at the cost involved in the < 
ing business • All along I had been under the impression 
that the .charge was two dollars instead of four in the 
effecting of such matters but I must have had in mind those 
catnu good old days of the 1940's before everything, including 

no. copyrighting, had doubled • ! v ot 

no n. aqo.o siocc ban bion ,fyus eia* roqo iV^iau tei.iv 

I shudder at the thought of all that is involved, what 
With the copyright things and the additonal prints, — 

:■ Feliciana and Hughes things, all coming at once ' The 

combined Iodak-Collins prints will be arriving along about 
•e Tuewday or Wednesday, I expect, if you drove yourself to 

getting them off by Friday or Saturday • 
e :oie inor v* ' is A ve \\o .vonAt : at _ ' i: nai-s*- Il’A 

ail Mow fill with appreciation and yet how depressed I feel, all 

at the same time, when * think of all the work entailed 
a o in your efforts to effect all these t itnge, —getting 

the package wrapped for Washington, getting the prints properly 
Packaged for me and when 1 think how beautifully you accomplished 
S>*i thp wrapping of "the prints ffos • £ a nd 5 which traveled so beautiful 

and when I realise how scant the opportunity to do such things musi 
ci be either up town or down tow/ty * feel shame faced indeed for 

oao n& all the misere my friendship carries with it. It's 

, ,ooi t silly, but I'm reminded of that old high school It net 

"Forgive me for living, —I'll die tomorrow," 
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Monday, September 20th, 19 54. 
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. On Saturday, the senior S . 0.'* arrived a little after 

three o'clock, On Thursday night, Celeste and Vo dan General on 
the telephone had agreed that we would hold up 11 i 30 dinner a 
while if they had not arrived by then and that in the event they 
failed to put in an appearance eventually, food would be 
s a ved, e tc,, etc, And so we went through that most ridiculous 
of unsatisfactory social or unsocial proceedurss, standing around, 
first ons one foot then on the other, from lit 30 unti after 1 o clock, 
Frances Henry and Dan had come down from town and when dinner began, si 
of spooned up laggardly in anticipation of the .arrival of the missing 
party before we had finished the first course, There's no need elabon 
on such business, too well known to everybody on earth I suppose, 

With all the excellent eating places between Baton Rouge and Melrose, 

I cant see why the ladies didn t decide either to eat decide 
on what they are going to do, Any dinner kept simmering for 
two hours ceases to be a first rate dinner and why should the 
servants and 7 or 8 people be forced to stagger around pointlessly 
when nobody is benefiting by the business, 

s tv.'i sui.--, .ist Ativ esrt \n~vii %Si 

Well, so much for such tiresome steam blowing, And so 
The J, H, and S, G, families went to the party in town which 
was scheduled for 7 but many people present wanted to go 
to a football game at the college which began a t 
8 and so that apparantly was a fissle, too, 

tun 1 tut Aou 

The General came to chat with me this morning, His hair has turned 
white since I saw him in Jjuly • Haturally little Stephen's condition 
must weigh heavily upon his mind, He said red spots appear on 
little Stephen's legs now and then and\ the physicians sometimes 
expect the leg bones to protrude through the flesh, 'There is no 
physical pain, of course, but the knowledge of the youth s condtion 
and the probable inevitability of inareasing portents of 
greater diffictoties mst cast deep shaodws over everyone s thoughts, 

. otmiaut \j’- r Vv,o nsi'i v.»-i •• < v, 

But the General is able to throw off such somber premonitions 
and Sunday dinner was quite gay• He was so kind as to be able to lie 
in saying how nice the gardens looked although no vegetation 
after beipg tn an oven for 60 straight days of 100 degree heat oad 
possibly look too, pretty* s ^ 

•: oA An 174 •' ■■■• of ^ • 

I read a,little more about the clipper ships, The Flying Cloud 
was among the more speedy and popular, It made me think of 
the Secretary of State, scurrying about so far and so fast but to 
what purposel wouldn't be sure* — My week end has been the hapier bee 
.of your elegant letter, Bless you and may yours have been happy, too*. 


<c»A os rrsne. olttou Ao* Aat 3 sAj seono& ssAo®. • s 61 
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Today's post was light but tomorrow's will bring 
'■ your gift package of prints and so I shall knock off a few 
1 letters tonight that will call for the smaller plate 

reproductions so that they will be ready for Wednesday mailing, 

I have wrapped up half a'dozen plates to go to 
the houses appearing on Ho. 2 plate, attaching letters 
to accompany each package and these I shall mail on the 
morrow on the assumption that Ho,V X? plate will arrive by 
more or less Fast Freight on the following day so I may get 
: • off to the people whose houses figure on that 

creation, Thus I shall be prepared to ehcounter a heavier 
mail and unexpected visitors, should either or both turn up, 

I have had to pause twice to make telephone calls as 
between this paragraph and the above, Monday is always such 
a quiet night what with everybody just getting over s 
more or less boistrous week end. But tonight it appears to be 
different, what with a scuffle staged at the family hearth instec 
* of the usual honkey-tonk setting, 

■: v .< .j. 

• It may be recalled that Glemence recently took 

utd herself a new helper or husband or whatever in 
, the person of Atman Remos, How Atman^emo's sister is Mrs, 

ug a bou, the mother of Pumpkin or perhaps better spelled Punkin, 
Be that as it may. Uncle Atman, sometimes pronounced Atmas and pi 
stemmina from Atlas, walked over from the Hunter house to 
1 i Fugabou 1 sestablish between the g ar a ge and the bridge and 

there the two brothers-‘tri-law, --Atman, Atmas, Atlas and Fugabou 
did a bit of tippling and before anybody knew what was what, 

. Atman, Atmas, Atlas had etarted oarving up his nephew, Pumkin, 

a self effacing boy a nd as ineffectual as one is likely to 
run across. The boy was bleeding profusely and hospitalisation 
was arranged for a bit of sewing to be undertaken, —4 stiohes, 

I belt**., on tb. ar. b.tu,.n .bounder and .lbow and 

.Imiaiust itisvj,' b;:qo iiatviirA toioud aAS bust os 


v . ■ . 

Memorandum* c . . 

1 T P. t .- v: 

' The heat wave contines but the humidity is high which 
human beings don't seem to relish much but which I 
imagine the vegetation prefers, 
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uesday, September Slat, 1954 


i. i. s . >aao <i :.dee«> '.qua yn -<rj beoi.ou x i or- 'o: - .; i l 
\* 5 ■ ,09 J. .i-eeuolutfT \o ,o «*?. be blur o'* 

*bey i v**> biwrt esee»^*iV\ • «u\, fraAi XXooe** I ci- ein 

. ,.vi • • •* a;* ia c. id-:'. .... 

Memorandum ,: 

. •• * j»i*i aro-;, v.oj'j ;v: , e© x 1 :w9C'.'.> «; ya**c ceoL 

How nice, Aou> nice, bow nice.finding your elegant 
. letter of the 17th in this morning's post, together with the 
nice fat package of assorted prints of which you had spoken aa 
being on their way • 

•: h ?. •• •.sis ooiiia u.fs o a. eei«' ti tu tj 

\ I 80 much appreciate your thoughtfulness in 

• - '■ 

9 l ving me some notion as to your impending calendar which sounds 
mighty full . I pray you not to attempt writing during 
these busy days for to attempt it would be difficult and 
if by avoiding anything but "must" stuff, you can proceed under 
less strain, I shall be the happier, knowing that we shall be 
able to compare note again after the wheels of education 
start, turning again and the road runners from thither and yon 
have gone on their several ways u t a 

As for the gift package containing the assortment of 
prints, I thank you sincerely • I must say I was quite 
impressed by the appearance of the Feliciana likeness for, 
as you may recall I had not seen the final draft so that 
the prints coming*to hand mere quite a revelation • It 
strikes me that the finished product may turn out ever so 
nice, especially as the presence of so much white in the houses 
should contrast nicely with the abundance of foliage in blue • 
In % fact, it strikes me it may be even more attractive than 
the first in the Hatches series, and surely those two should 
make a very pleasant pair as will //os. S and 3, 
ciuiita bey. vtc . •.-«*'*eu eAJr t ee.**c.*'as v,r o j 

, As for^the prints in which Lestan figures, I find them 

ever so gay • The comparative smallness of the initial prints 
plus some circumstances or other obtaining a t the time they 
came to hand enabled me to get but a vague concept of what 
they were all about . *ut now, thanks to your generosity, they 
h a ue assumed a sise which enables me to make out the details 
and I have an idea individuals such as la Storm and Dora 
i c . will get quite a kick out of them • ooj o , ev 

tote $o©\ f.ni ofr eab ei bue^enqA 8) AT «»t ■. *- crft 

*bi: ei'e i"to\ t \ieeTo^ ooe oar eJ9.^ toueit itoiaeowvi nl \jbol eAa 
.*«•••«*ooa % *\ . Akim ovj oi iu LitA . : :»Ae ,eeie \jbo6\peue e- 


a change cf seasons • Let us hope both white and colored people 
will take a page from the calendar and change for the better, too 

The Talking Book Topics in print came to hand today, a few 
days after the recorded version . I enclose it so you may glance 
through it, if opportunity affordsi Something tells me I don t ha 
to read the Ben Lucien Burman opus herein reviewed •••••• ° 
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I laughed as I glanced at my unpressed trousers which 
reminded me of ancient photographs of Toulouse-Lautrec , 0n ^V 
now do I recall that jU3t before the Hugheses had arrived, 

I had been pullingaround through bushes that were all 

drip and that I had had not time to put on something a little 

less crummy in appearance before they got their cameras working, 


Wednesday, Sept mber 82nd, 1954, 
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2Tie detail of the several prints seems excellent, I 
notice so many things, for instance, in the one taken inside of 
the African House, It seems a. bit fraudlent that I should 
appear in the guise as a weaver since I never threw a shuttle 
in my life but Hr, Hmk ughes asked me to park there for 
a moment and Granpa seemed to approve, what with jumping up beside 
me in a manner suggesting that he felt quite at home in such 
situationlt seems to me the portrait over the fireplace 
in my boudoir turned out wonderfully clear, and I have no 
doubt you noticed the cooper salver on the wall just to the 
left of my head, It is the one of which I spoke a year or two 
back and is being preserved for little Hiss Lee. 

As for the background in the drinking scene, I find that 
composition, especially of the unusual instruments on the 
wall, to be quite striking . 

V, 

It was 80 kind.of you to bring all of these within 
my vision, so perfectly in line with the billion other evidences 
of the perfection in which little Hiss Lee plays out her role 
, of my Lady of the Lamp, 

y • ■: roH 00*1 C i- » i Li" $ •' • ' ’ • - ^ 

I am glad to report that Hadam Regard is up and about. 

Celeste took her for a check up at the hospital this morning and 
the lady doctor found her in pretty good shape. Their absence 
gave me an opportunity to skip the -coffees hour during which 
I though I would make up for lost time on half a dozen fronts but 
to my surprise, the Reverend Fathers arrived unannounced • They had 
tried to reach me but Hiss Haude was sitting on the wire, as it 
were, and wouldn't get off, I shouldn t be surprised if Hr, Carter 
will ship her back to the asylum for another alcoholic treatment by 
the end of the week, 

• , 

I undestand perfectly how you were surprised at the true report 

I passed along concerning the qualities and beauty of little Hiss 
Lee, as voiced by the lady across the fence and her associates at 
the Tea House, This failure to comprehend is due to the fact that 
the lady in question never gets to see herself, for, if she did, 
like everybody else, she would fall in love with her, too •••••••• 
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Hemorandum : 

i . ’. .. 'to: a*\ oirioq onoe tt0 av-aaiuoiti. stor 

It was such a pleasant surprise when the thermometer 
dipped down into the 60 's last night, She was up again 
in the 90 's today but a pleasant Hort easter made it seem 
cooler and tonight will be another segment designed for 
luxuriant sleeping, 

ep aox. 9 bioi.io-.. & ko&t — .unuatt n&sft* «n*<i AfinI or 

It is pleasant to report at the same t time that 
the boistrous elements of Sunday and Honday have vanished and 
the unexpected quiet is doubly restful, Hiss Haude has once 
more *matriculated” at Pineville, —not in the Smitherman 
Baptist college but rather at the asylum when habitual drunkards 
are parked for a course of a month or two and everybody is hoping 
her graduation may be deferred for twice the length of her 
usual stay, „ *\ 

Quiet in the Hatches correspondence field also seems to 
order of the day. Frankly, I had thought Hrs, Hoore might have 
responded to my letter of the 6th before now, I had asked her 
about the shop situation, as to whether Connelly's Tavern has one 
in the Priest's House, the name of the operator of the one 
in the Eola Hotel, etc,, but it would seem to me that by ^Aie 
late date, I ought to have sense enough to know she wouldn t get 
around to respond before Christmas, 

•: >3"’ i. olio-: : niOBO .oil "> . 'Vt yioi •• « ~ '• ■» O': 

And things were inordinately quiet in the field of 
the Texas and Pacific delivery service, for Packages containing 
Hatches plate Ho, 3 did not turn up, 

•sAS frisodi. QHiA&UH: anob ' 5 .9L9i' bvjlA ey-uoV. 
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I sent out plates of.the Ho, 2 design on the assumption 
Ho, 3 might follow in the next mail but I bet on the wrong 
horse, I gather, jo ... ‘ ; . o : o 

• » ■ 

I sent the Hodding Carters a Hatches plate and included 
a print of same with a letter that- may or may not impell 
the ^ditQr to do something about reproducing the print in ttye 
Greenville paper t I hope that bet is a lucky one. 


9 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ #M - 3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


srea 


<>34.3 


6944 


Thursday, Sept 23rd, 19 54. 


tt'rtsn jc'jc % yoiJ83«baM5 

I read a little later than I usually do last night, 

And in finishing Samuel Eliot Morrison's "Ey Land and By Sea" 

I found myself possessed of that depressed state of mind that 
we all do when reaching the final page of a book we wish 
might have gone on, as in "Gone With the Wind" for another 
thousand pegeeii why Morrison pleases me so much in hi8 biographical 
sketches and essays is the fact that he makes me thirst for 
more knowledge on so many points he touches 0f And it goes 
without saying that he taught me much I didn t know and 
at the same time delighted me by his style in the doing, 
obcw T9Sst9 no\\ frr.ijsa9iq c \iobot e’OS s-'cr i;i 

Mis chapter on the John Henry fraud, for example, contained 
information a bout an episode in American History I had never heard, 
The Irish born John Henry, —what a coincidence as to name and 
birthplace, hob-nobbed with the Federalists of Hew England around 
1807 and thereafter when Hew England and shipping intersts in 
paritcular were being pinched by President vefferson's embargo 
acts, and through-correspondence with the Governor of Canada t 
got a phantom spy hoax worked up so that by 181b or thereabouts, 
he, in conjunction with a cAarlata n masquerading as the Comte de 
Crillon, succeeded in getting President James Madison to pay 
fifty thousand dollars for the correspondence which, in reality, 
were of no value whatsoever, Fifty thousand dollars was a 
tremendous amount of money in those*tines of course, and represented 
the U, S, Government's annual expenditure ofsupport of 
"cloak and dagger" agencies,of that era 4 Apparantly Madkson, 
possessed of one of the better minds in those days, was swept away 
by political desires, thinking that these papers if they discredited 
the Hew England Federalist opposition, would guarantee his 
election hopes, .But the worthlessness of the papers 
were immediately recognised by the Government after Madison 
had submitted them to Congress but John Henry had departed for 
Europe with with two daughters and the fifty thousand leaving 
the G overnm , en t poorer and) let us hope, Mr, Madison tfle wiser, 

The local Henrys have never done anything about the geneological 
aspects of Joseph Henry who came from Ireland with his widowed 
mother in 2836. It would he interesting to everybody but the presen'. 
descendst3 if they could "point with.pride" to other members 
of the Henry clan who might have come to America a generation earlie’i 
than the first Joe, 

I shall return to Dr, Morrison at subsequent sittings . How 
I must do the mail and so to the ice bucket,,,, 

.9110 3 ei $ 9 <S 9iliuit99'v 
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Memorandumi t 

.1 3 joy; v> J • It.' 'Lis . -i 1 «••>» ■ X*:v ./ L . s' c»'i - 

And so the Texas and Pacfici backed up to the store 
this morning which is just another way of saying that I had a 
busy day of it in the packing and shipping section, 

t ' . 

And so the Garden Club gals ought to receive their surprise 
Packages along a bout Saturday and the Pilgrimage Garden Club bags 
should receive theirs on Monday, Knowing Hathces as we do, my guess 
is that about two out of twelve will acknowledge the gifts. 

Miss Myra will be one and probably Mrs, Moore along about 
the turn of the year, the other. There s a chance, f 
course, that Charles and Myrtie may come through with a note but 
since they haven't as yet acknowledged the gift I sent them by 
Irma and Farley last February, it isn't likely they will rush into 
the current matter, even though Cherokee appears on said gift. 

Foolishly I had hoped .that Mrs, Moore, not as my agent but as 
a friend, would have responded to my somewhat.urgent letter to 
her on September 6th, asking for certain particulars about gift 
shops, I run the risk of getting things tangled up a bit by 
putting through a similar request in a letter penned by Millspaugh Dru 
to friends they have in Hatches, I figure.something may come to 
hand through this unknown channel long before a peep has been heard fr 
the Moore section, and for that reason and as a sort of back handed 
slap, 1 included Mrs, Moore in my gift list, 
i\i 9 i; • V »: LiVtoV. o " OS - v » .. 

A yeai • and a half .or two years ago, I asked Mary Rhodes whos 
seens Dora s sister every week, if she would get the date or 
rather the birthday of Dora, suggesting two or three casual approaches 
she might use. Of course I haven t heard anything yet, I 
must say I think Matches people are unique in their propensity 
for not pushing a pen and when getting around to do so, responding 
to nothing about which one asks, 

ft is of course perfectly natural to speak of Carolyn in the 
same breath since she, too, has sufficient Spanish moss in her hair 
to entitle her to Hatches status. As I recall, she mentioned the 
possibility .of going to Hew York in the latter part of September, 

My guess is that one of these days we shall be receiving a letter from 
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posted in Pacific Palisades or some such, —almost any direction except 
from Manhattan, 

By way of giving'myself a dab of relaxation tonight, 

I thought I would have this little chat with you a little 
earlier than usual and sl^ip all mail, turning to sheer relaxation 
by starting James Hilton s "1‘ime and ime Again" or some such, 

.As I - finished the paragraph immediately abo ye, my beloved little 

traveling clock pointed to 8:17, —and Lol the telephone rang 

and it was none other than Lionel Jeanmard, dialing from Uatchitoches 

and saying he wished to bring a friend to see me as they headed toward 

Lafayette, As one old plantation mistress of mutual acquaintance was 

want to observe: ""8 o'clock is midnight at Melrose" but 

if ttiose gentlemen can find their way through the bushes, power to thei 

* t isrr .-.'4. c‘ . t'JiU ,13. '-/ Sr t -\ — \o sn. -l .i\j 

Pat and I supped together tonight, He told me that the 
Valley of the Kings was to be shown in Hatehitoches on 
Sunday and Monday and invited me to go which I thought very 
friendly, ' •' 


I want to go b a ck to Dr, Morrison s 


chapter on 


\t* f 
u ii jU 
0 0 

*0r,6 


8 c 

e 


Charles Beard, the 

hi3toiran, which is a reprint from Harper's, I believe, In a pote at 
the beginning of the chapter, Dr, Morrison points out that he had more 
letters as a result of this article than anything>he ever did and this 
was because he took the hide off Charles Beard for his inuendo history 
concerning F, D, R, What brought forth such a stream of letters was 
the unexpected twist of Fortune's wheel which put Dr, Beard in 
the hospital at just the time the magqsri ne went on to the stands and 
few days later, said Beard died 0 . Should you ever chance across 
"By Land and Hy Sea" of Morrison's f byou will enjoy that article, — 
the next to the .last in the book, 


f».\3 3 90 DlliOL' 9i\!> 
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I was impressed by the .Morrison account of missionaries going 
to the Gilbert and the Marshall Islands, —and all Ifhe rest of 
the South Seas, for that matter. It certainly required as much couragt 
stupidity for these lone travelers to head out for such a destination i 
did for the Pilgrims to .head out for Hew England 


o 4 v, 4\ n 

9ik\ 

, - t ■ 


f iv\ 


But I must drop the missionaries temporarily, for Messrs, 
Jeanmard and somebody came as I was writing the last sentence 
and now the hour approaches midnight and I must fold 
without ever having cracked the Hilton opus,,,,,, 
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Friday, September 24th, 1954, 
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Memorandum: 

The card from Mary Daggett Lake in today's post 
explains why I haven t received *a response to a "hurry-up" letter 
I wrote her a couple of weeks back, I guess, 

ioo ii »Hoorn o r- »> . . .■ , j.;-jvi 

The letter from Robert Segelou speaks for itself. On 
receipt of t it, I pocketed the check and meandered over to 
la Hunter s house where I found some pretty pictures which 
I think the Segleous will like, One is a lady, fishing from 
a high bank aloi}g the river, her husband waiting for her in 
a boat. It isn t very striking but is alright. 

There s a very nice one of a funeral with much church, hearse and 
the coffin, not to mention a flock of mourners who seem 
to be doing everything but what the name implies, A 
third represent pecane gathering ,, drawn from e memory, no 
doubt, since there aren t any pecanes this year. One youth is 
up in the tree, shaking~the limbs from whjch a rain of pecanes 
descends while others are climbing the tree to give the youth 
a hand and the ladies are gathering up the nuts, A fourth 
picture, although nothing special from an artistic point 
of view, may be ,the one they will like best because la Hunter 
has painted (painted) herself, seated at an easle, She occupies 
the center of the canvas and appears to be on the summit of 
_ small hillock From the left a lady in white uniform approaches 
the yellow clad*Miss Unter, bearing some coffee to inspire her, 
from the right coming up the rise of ground is another lady, coming 
to see what the artist is up to 9 I pasq along these details in 
a slightly modified farm from la Hunter s own account, I must 

- 4 ori.te ,them or the account to the Segleous • 

- 3.0’ V - o j .o el : 448.v<0413 ! Ua: e. 

o Ctty , —and I underline the name., —is to be the 
site of the R,S, A, national pow—wow this coming late January or earl ] 
February, At coffee this morning. Celeste said she wasn t going 

* -CO : ti;. t :v ,/ . ,■ s?,. .... 

• ••••» 8 aouq oj . /I t eir» o ho j o:.o 
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Sunday, September 26th, 196 


no spoi'. no Iran ac.o.'Ts 
oitob but SsfatHOO* iV 11 
c n atom AoUf" soil $Avo 


•;.tc o' .ni. in-3 a if Obi-, c 
ultr buo aiatniti 9ivi su 

Memorandum : , 

S'.:-;in 'c 

If you have already read the enclosure, I Know you 
will get as big a chuckle as I did out of the words, — 

"that Hew York woman", as I did • 

■ r. '• J : 

Wasn t it Alice who did a thing called "Hatches Woman" 
a nd somebody did one, could it have been Kane, styled 
% Hew Orleans Woman . And now it turns* out that there's a Hew Yor 
one, too, which will be something for us to summon forth more 
han once in the days ahead • 

■> i - ".■- ■ ■ ■ ■ 

I had m y response to said letter half finished before it 
occured to me that I should have made a duplicate and so 
when I got to the next sheet, I inserted one of your carbons • 

I did not touch upon the Manhattan matter at all but I 
thought you might like to glance through what I suggested as 
a n approach to the Hatches article • 
tv o'j , elioiai* a. blofr a a atiAns 

„ I have no doubt Carolyn has an excellent set of reasons fo 
going to Hew York but it is quite within the realm fa of 
possibility that she has merely an impulse to do a bit 
, of extended road running • I was sorry to note that she 
seemingly half apologised for having gone to Waco and other 
places during the past year or when ever • Surely she should 
know that it is none of my business if she crawls into the 
revolving wheel with the squirrel in his cape and wears herself 
to a frassle • Perhaps she senses that T, as a hermit, 
am not likely to understand her galavanting impulses and is the 
t , casting about to make her excursions seem «odest but that 
taken in an over all glance, would be a difficult bill of 
goods to sell • J find the way she arose to the bait of the 
Travel Bureau rather typical forever new irons in the fire b\ 
few, of the old ones ever, wrobgHT; into saleable merchandise • 
i .'oil altir- " i m o • t ;J5t> V •• , 1 ^ • 1 9 ' . 

Celeste departed at dawning on a prolonged week end, perha\ 
it was Friday or possibly Saturday, I don t recall • The Sugar ( 


I heard Ed Murrow s report tonight on the Eisenhower 
Los Angeles speech of this afternoon. It seems to me 1 recall 
, the Republican strategy committee had decided not to indulge 
in personalities during thi3 campaign but the President s attack 
on an unnamed personality was obviously intended as a broadside 
n gains.t ^is opponent in the last Presidential race • 

t *\ on ; . 

I am vaguely pussled by the decision to delay calling 
the Senate into session to act on the McCarthy report until 
after election • This in itself was to be expected but as 
the report by the Senatte qommittee is slated to be released 
only on next Monday, I don t understand how anyone should know 
if the Senate should need to meet since there would be no point 
in doing so, I suppose, should the report be a white wash, and 
since a meeting date of Hovember Qth was set today, one might 
conclude, I suppose, that the report, said to be unanimous, {8 
like to frown on some of the McCarthy outrageous doings • But since 
all the Senate can be expected to do, —as a most ferocious 
gesture, is to vote on a motion saying "Haughty~naurght", 

I can't see that it makes much difference either way, although 
obviously the Republicans must be a little shakey or McCarthy 
would not have cnacelled his pre-election speaking engagements. 

- ■ , ei vMLot . ' . aai . - A .t.if . i >. ■ "• ai'i ' ■ ' 

Pat has a friend with him tonight, some boy who was with him 
, in Law School and is now with F. B. I,, I believe • They are 
running down to Baton Rouge tomorrow for the L. S. U.—Alabama 
game as will thousands of other people of whom, praises be, I shall 
nitf be oAe x . 

The weather is perfect and the promise for the week end is that 
I am holding the thpught it may be that way .in the metropolitan area 
for those who would go out, and, as in my own case, leaving those wh 
envision other delights, free to pursue them .••••• 
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perhaps return home on Monday evening, It seems there are to b 
much parades and dancing in the streets and that, I have no 
doubt has much more appeal, especially the dancing in the stree 
than a whole province o shrines abroad, 

.. t The week end weather has been perfect and without pilgrims 

and for the first time that I can remember, Madam R e gard 
was permitted to remain at home* As Pat and some friends went 
r to Baton Rouge Saturday morning to spend the week end and 
x mi to see Alabama gs deliver agood trouncing to L. £}, U,, 
so J, H,, Mada e Regard,and I dtned dL one* I can t 
remember a pleasanter'dinner at Melrose, peace and jolity 
as a foundation and food on unsurpassable deliciousness, with 
Madam Regard so appealingly doll like and mellow o s hostess and 
J, If* relaxed and unhurried which was both novel and restful in 
itself . 
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I was glad to see Dr, Rand along about twilight, He 
brought me some angel food cake and a desert of fruits to 
be gone into at Meet the Press time, We sampled Lionel Jeanmari 
whiskey while he told me many details a bout the TV station 
being opened in Alexandria on Wednesday, I incorporated 
several of these in my letter to Carolyn and shall be able to 
inject a personal touch into her contact with the Alexandria sti 
if she cares to uisit it when down this way, 

• iX .. *4to": :1‘ " V bssi-^oio VV. 

, One thing Dr, Rand mentioned that interested me in regard 
to the mechanics of the Alexandria station had to do with the 
transmission of the sound and pictures, A series of high towen 
been erected from Hew Orleans to Alexandria and across the Red i 
to, Pineville on the East bank where the broadcasting tower is 
y?. situated, It seems the initial broadcast on Wednesday will be i 
thw world's se.ries and the pictures will be transmitted from Hen 
York to Hew Orleans and up to Alexandria while at the same spli i 
second, the sound will be uni ted with t he pictures t having come 
by telephone wire, not to the coast but to Shreveport and so dou 
to Aelxandria # Off hand, I can imagine nothing duller than 
o being an engineeer tangled up with such an omlette, 

■ <v ,,r • *■ t o.' ■ ■ \iid i at oo 'to • •' k i 

Confidentially, I was just as happy that Blythe didn't veni 
with the doctor, for on Saturday, I had added more gourds to the 
along the front gallery and I am hoping somebody with a camera u 
Pass this way to snap them before Blythe arrives. And thus come 
this week end to a close. It was such a ahppy week, so many lov 
messages for me each time I glanced at the wealth of your photos 


In refer nee to the Hatches article, I have an unoriginal 
idea that the artiols itself might be approaohed on a 
formula not unlike that oft' quoted line i 

"There's but one Cod, —Allah, —and Mohamet is His 
prophet," 

Several historians of substanoe have pointed out that 
of all the varied seotions sections of America, only the 
South made a distinctly new contribution to its civilisation, 

V; c ’ : f \ r \(. T f .OS? v * jib . . * , i;..-. 

It is an elusive element but a very positive one and 
it has perhaps been best summed up in the phrase as "a way of 
life", And Hatches has more evidences of this peculiar American 
ingredient of its pseudo-Suropean civilisation than any other place, 
more mansions of distinction dating from the ante bellum period, 
giving way at the seam with precious bric-a-brac and refined 

impedimenta than any community south of the Mason-Dixon line. 

If you want to comprehend what "i oay-of-life" element the 
Old South oast iifto the crucible that metamorphosed into cultural 
America, you don t have to go to Hatches, But you oan't go 
anywhere else to-view suoh a concentration of surviving testimonials 
in the form 0 f elegant mansions p lovely gardens and a residum 
of oolonial and ante bellxtm atmosphere. 

By some miracle. Time which had laid such a gentle hand on the 
Hatches mansions, was equally gentle in its treatment of Hathces peop 
whose charm and individuality, —I almost said exce-itricity, bridging 
the span of the century from 1850 to the present. Thus 
unblemished porticos persist and unsolved murdersBoth are , 
taken oasually by the Hatches residents. After all, there isn t muoh 
pointin getting excited over something that everyone knows is likely 
to be found in varying duplications at any turn of the road or the oa 

When Dr, linsey has finished his reports on the American male an 
the Amerioan female, back by a generous Rooks feller grant, he might 
do well to diagose Hatches, setting forth with olarity the answers to 
such questions as 

Why did Hatches have the greatest concentration of ante bellum mansto 

Why, during the poverty and wreckage of the Reconstruction Period, 
did Hatches have so many millionaires. 
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Why did Hatches , in bone dry Mississippi, have to get State 
licenses to operate the saloons on its main thoroughfares. 

Why was Hatches, a cultural pinnacle of ante bellum America, complete, 
forgotten for two generations until the Hatches Harden Club had 
quickened general interest in its forgotten mansions and the 
Goat Castle murder mystery had spattered its name a cores the 
front page of every news paper in the country, 

Why, in all seriousneaa, did a newspaper headline have to proclaim th< 


Memorandum: 

Like the difference of an inch off or on a man s nose, • 
the difference of an tnch in the height or depth of the 
mercury in the thermometer seems to alter things completely, 
hus, whileit t is s till unseasonably warm, the fact 
that it doesn t venture above 95 or 1 00 suggests pleas¬ 
ant mildness and today's 99 appeared casual enough except at 
such times as one indulged in unusually vigorous 
physical activity, 

it«i 'toJ’Oj.A, - .-.oo c 6A yoi? 

Something tells me at the outset that Miss Denholme would 
not find the margins to her liking and so I pause to 
try improving them, . .... 

- . >> i • ; =:.; 4 , 

And speaking of Rohina, I am hoping today's news casts aren t 
depressing her too much when the Wakins' report and recommendation 
of censor, are being aired, I shall ask some of my agents 
tomorrow to let me know how, if any, the editorials in the 
Shreveport imes are handling the matter > During the 
Army row, the t Times was beating the drum madly in favor of 
the Wisconsin number but along about the time Senator Flanders 
got to bearing down pretty hard and Ed, Marrow had set forth 
a n opinion, the McCarthy business faded completely from 
the editorial page. My guess is that on the morrow, the 
name will also be notable for its absence, 

<?, ‘ oj Aaritv. >:wojs auo to ^o\J 4'- -ok qais a«0" 

Youf daylight savings time ended its season this past 
week end and immediately be-fuddled me whenl blandly tuned in 
for the Meet the Press program at the usual hour of 9:30, 

All I could bring forth was a jangle of hill billy music, 
a dab of ible slapping and a flock of comedians such as Amos 
and Andy., Jack Benny end Richard ffixon endorsing the U, S, 0, 
drive for funds, Comedian Hixon certainly has a good 
radio voice, In fact, it reminds me a little of that of 
Harold Stasson Ora. or somebody said recently that ffixon 
popularity is growing, I wonder if this can be so, I must 
, say that the more I listen to his political speeches, the 

more keenly I feel he intentionally is dishing out more 
fraudulence than he did in his cloth coat speech during the 
campaign, immediately fter which, you may recall, Mr, Eisenhower 
greeted him with tear stained eyes of admiration,, 
at his success in charlatanism, I hope. 


18 Waterproof negroes drkowned tn the Miaaiasipi River at .. atche *• 

i !. )■'• > ' '' '£ 71 ' 0 0 , 'V 

But while the historians at d the Kinseys probe for the answers 
to these and scores of other questions equally provocative, pilgrims 
willcontinue making their way to Hatchs $ primarily concerned with 


to these and scores of other questions equa 

willcontinue making their way to Hatchs , r< -—• ’-*> -■-- 

viewing its remarkable assortment of town and oountry houses of 
distinction. One of the most striking of these <a the 
unfinished 8 sided mansion of Longwood, etc,, etc. 

From this point on, of course, house after house, with its 
or their glamor and ghosts cane be trotted out, following 
more or less‘the pattern set in the atchea plates, and 
extending the Hatohea district as far south as 8t , Franoisville, I 
should think, since it would appear from the final sketch that 
when finished sometime before the end of the month, it probably 
will turn out to be the most striking and happily contrived 
item in the series. 

But of this and other matters e shall speak when next y ou pass 

this*way, 

. 

In the mean time, should you not be getting down this way soon, 
please be so good as to drop me a oard just to let me know the 
drift of the main stream and whioh way the wind, if any, is blowing, 

Ednless Jalousies, 
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When I never could find Meet the Press I decided I would 
take another dip into "lime, X ime and Again" which James Hilton seei 
to have turned out with his usual felicity, It seems to be in 
fiction what Lonsdale is in the theatre both civilized and 
co pressed, the pen both cases being handled by an artist, 

I assume that the title may have been given because thus far the 
story seems to suggest the similarity of life experiences as 
between father and son and with such a thought in view, the title 
seems to have some reason but aside from that such a title has 
mighty little excuse for being, it seems to me', for 
it sounds as flat as a pancake and in no way stirs my imagination, 
001 no dM auo4r anufrtfou $ iteoob i'i JfiA* 

It seems to me I have read somewhere that a study of crime wavt 
indicates that they tend to reach their peak in hot rather than 
cold weather, I conclude that heat currently obtaining in these 

parts may be a contributing factor in the scuffling going on 
at the local honkey-tonks On Sunday night, Hina Brown, many 
times a grandmother, went'to work on Madam Fugabou f cutting 
her - oddly enough ~ , yust about the same areas that junior 
Fugabou got carved by hi s' uncle last Monday night, -down the right 
arm and across the tomach • If it be true as the old adage has it 
that misery loves company, then the Fugabous, mother and son, ought 
to be having the lovlies.t sort of a time. As for Hina, she is 
well know for her inclination to nurse a whiskey bottle and work wit 
her knife.i r her activities are usually taken as a matter of course, 

A flow of cool words on her impulses, however, invariably produces 
a restraining influence as for example, when she started after Petei 
with her knife one night a year or so ago at the honkey tonk. 

As he moved out of the line of her swing, his foot struck against 
a 2 by 4 which he immediately pricked up and faced the lady with, saj 

knife at any of ®i 


Memorandumi t 

" boQiio£o’ . 09 .. K<n\ z % o.'•4 v.z u- 

I got quite a kick out^of the enclosed letter from 
Mrs, Stirling After skimming through it, you will undoubtedly 
join me -in voicing a laugh over the Sponsored business, I must 
say the lady was perfectly right in assuming that it would be difficu. 
for me to envision the reasons why the inclusion or omission of 
the word would make much difference in sales. After all, she 
herself in suggesting that space limitation prevented use of 
the word and while this isn't true, it could easily be served up 
casually enough to B, A, R,'s, should manf, which I doubt, should 
even notice the presence or absence of the word. 

But, of course, if they do make a racket a bout it, then they 


Wells 


And so Mr _ _ __ w _ 

Feliciana number and the B, A, R, girls can gather up the Audubon - 
Oqkley, and thus everyone will be pleased, 

:■ .VaLv'u.i; onom ok vjum a. •! 

Personally, X like theFeliciana design best of all the current 
batcty of plates, I think, and I was mildly surprised that Mrs, Stirlii 
didn t seem too enthusiastic about it. This in part, perhaps, may be 
explained by her disappointment over the absence of her pet word, 

To be quite frank about the matter, it isn t quite clear to me even 
yet as to just what role the B, A, R, is playing in the *udubon-Oakle\ 
shrine, As I understand {t, the State of Louisiana bought, restored 
a nd undertook to pay for its upkeep and it was the State which 
rejected gifts and opportutiities to purchase of furniture formerly bei 
to the old house, Perhaps the B, A, R, project means that society is 
contributing their opinions as to how the State should handle the mot¬ 
or perhaps it ^simply means that the J), A, R, gave its stamp of approvi 
iqhat the State was doing,, 

.on 1 so r jiiJrnoV' - e .an: qotb 

.......Be that as .it may, I got a double kick out of reading the 

letter, —one which you will miss, for in running through the letter, 
my secretary attacked the initials, B, A, R,, as a perfectly good wort 
a nd if you read a sentence with this in mind, you will get some notio) 


"One step more by you or one swing with you 
kin folks and i'll bash you' head in good," 

UtoAu am bslb’tvr.-ort \jtatoiba mi bits bua 

and ever since then, Hina, no matter how high her spirits, how ho 
weather, has instinctively avoided assaults on the Batistes, 

>'io ''0 400o ’ .iuq is 9.. ; Vj 

Carmen Breazeale telephoned me todays saying she had just re 


ceived a letter from her niece's husband who is with the Walt Bisnei 
organization. He is in South Carolina, and is going on to 
Lookout Mountain in Tennesssee, as they are making a film about 
Bavsy Crocket and are using authentic locales. So things turn 
and now I must turn to the 10 o'clock news commentators ••••••• 

tuo ,:«uAeib i i \jLtouoituotiu o;' I 

i iv sbcvvwi- -.o rtJroio eiri bib oA laAi oousiubt.-^",, 

4 «. r. uoyj Ap n viiotoi 9.viv i 
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to how odd it sounded to learn what the dars were up to, 

On the Hew Iberia front, a comprehensive report came to hand 
today on the lady's return from her prolonged week end, The Sugar 
Cane Festival, all in all, if I may use a direct quote, 1003 * darling" 
The parade was darling, too, and so werq the several cocktail 
parites, receptions or dinners or whatever, —all, in fact, darling, 
It turned out that I was a darling, too, in having lent my presence 
to Madam Regard's solitude during her daughter's absence, morning and 
evening and a couple of hours of b a by sitting nightly and the 
daughter's appreciation was genuinely sincere, I think, and a gift 
in testimony thereof was presented to me in the form of an apple, 
a peach and a banana. As I iike>each of these, I shall appreciate th 
doubly when I get around to trisect the three items with my friends, 


emorandum 


uiv 31 . iJst'u.i t v»e t $uc<S ; A our: ssa 

In responding to the enclosed Slmscourt letter, I 
pointed out that I doubly appreciated it in view of the fact 
that it represented a distinctly Hatches aroma in this respect : 
r>r. 0‘.v•. iroAau souls 3A;. A-.jM onAd 1- bv-SF. r' 

On the same day and by the same post, I had forwarded several 
gifts to Hatches people, most of them old friends, and that 
as the Elmscourt letter is the first acknowledgment coming to hand , 
penned, as it was, by one whom I had not had 9 the pleasure of knou 
it seemed especially especially to be treasured, 

u 969/J- 015 0v Mj»', .U 9irIoA«9'l esiU OlH. 

Of course the two best features of the letter are the referenc 
to the plate as a Christmas item which is just what I hoped would 

the fact that it is going on the 


be the reaction and secondly, 
wall in Elmscourt where, let us hope, it will long serve as an 
advertisement to be noted by passing pilgrims • In short, 
this single reaction to the gift seems to justify the entire 
shipment of gifts to Hatches and if any of the others chance to 
receive a like reception, that will represent just so much gravey • 


excitement t . We are promised a cool 96 for tomorrow, J, U, is 
hoping there may be no more sprinkling since he hopes to wind up 
the cotton gathering "next week", —a standard phrase for such businei 
in these parts, t 

. u SU .a 4uo i 013*. li'i 00$ B99B ’ itl b 

he pecane trees are holding their leaves wonderfully t well and 
if they continue ta do so for another two weeks, next year s pecane ci 
according to the .four experts from the experimental station, who 
spend their lives with them, declaring that next year's crop will 
be a bumper, As I recall the leaves held well last year, too f and 
the promise was equally rosey, and there are no pecanes to gather, 

SJU-.'i - , . . . 9.VS ecv An •' £*• A 

Ten days behind schedule are the Guernsey lilies encircling the 
African Hause, . oday they seer} to be at their best and I regret 
color camera enthusiasts wersn t here to reoord them, And now I must 
drop Mrs, Stirling as comforting a letter as I can compose and then 

turn to the Milton opus which I continue to like,, . 

h xuiutu’v Mi *to\ 11 • o ■ Aoi Acs ouo-- 

m • • ,sloi. 1' A•: • j - m so gn 

Hi., uou . biujit »i si. $ • 6009 $koi.; 'M b«, 


3VU9CB Ml LL9C * Aoii'U 3M0»OtB 3^0 

The elaborate news reports hinging on the opening of the World 
Series in your fair city indicates that you also are having a touch 
os summer weather, too, r. . : ‘ o 

. oite: em/J oi&\j*'A Kaor.A oo;-.A 1 $K9 «$<><.. oAa \o o\; ".-1$ AS 

h ci'igTvo Mi boa . * otomtoB^uM ; bo'o \z. sion uolc 

oi - ; i i 1 . b«t li: ; t.'s o$ s'oi -j v • &$«9i$s>o i Mioro r 
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Table talk at noon today wa3 esceptionally lively, 
what with four Department of Agriculture from Washigton 
here. It turned out that one of them, a Dr. Kane or Dr. Swain 
or some such, was a McCarthy enthusiast, so it seems we still 
have such forms of life on earth, Watkins or no Watkins 
report. The same gentleman had been in China in days 
gone bye, perhaps the late 1940's, and he seemed to know 
as much about hina as say, Harnett Kane might know about 
Louisiana. It was a splendid example of the authority of 
or rather the authority with which somebody speaks of some 
national group or State wide condition who has once 
Passed through the place without ever seeing anything, 
but after we got passed China and McCarthy, everything went 
soothly enough and everybody rushed to finish their coffee in 
order to get within range of a TJ set to witness the opening 
of the World’s Series. * 

. ■ r '"' 

Please page Miss Henholme again to rig up these margins. 

‘■-V: " T, » . .S 10 £ ,‘V . ' . ' .. i 9 S' i i ‘tjO V 

Last night I finished "Time, and Time Again" and concluded it was 
Lonsdale to the end thd that I liked the whole business. And 
from Hilton, I switched to LeGallienne, —*With a Quiet eart" or 
some such title I think I shall like this book, too, for the author 
writes well andas an old patron of the 14th Street epertory Theatre, 
the chapters devoted to that institution will make particularly 
interesting reading for one who knew the place from the outside and from 
the audience side of the footlights. 

. t e i* . s . -TO. i 

Lyle a lways said he could never get a true value of any author’s 
writing if the author read the script for an author is bound to have 
in mind what he is trying to say and therefore by inflection and other 
modes of delivery, can put across his intention successfully by his own 
handling that might not be possible, were the pages read by someone 
other than their writer. suppose he was right or at least partly right 
in this, but by the same taken, one is able to get a maximum of desired 
effect if the author does rqad-his script himself, — assuming, of course. 




.ji o' smt $ » t.diftdur.oo i'twsqy . KiAfriw 

J-vu-.illcAe I uou banas- i> yboaoio sued l 9C,oA 1 

sis '■« ni ti-AS ba© oe-o9 $itol© sne 

Memorandumi , -j -u 9 . 


I complain so much about Uncle Sam’s tendency at 
$11 dthaddling about with his old mail sack that I must even 

things up a bit by patting him on the head in having such promptnest 
in handing me the letter of the S8th from little Miss Lee today. 


0 2 • 

TOT 

so 


■ 


Ki 

Dl* 

i 

no 


bi 

rtc 


that he can read, which isn t always the case. But Lyle could and I lovet 
to hear him r ead "Old Louisiana" jand "Fabulous ew Orleans" and it is 
equally pleasant to report that Miss LeGallienne, an excellent reader to 
begin with, does a splendid job as the reader of this, her own work. 

. s;. 9 

She madeone point which I thought well taken. In speaking of her ex\ 
in a hospital in the wake of a severe burn that put her out of commission 
for months, she remarked upon one of her nurseswho concentrated on 
trying to rig up the patient to suit the whim of the doctor and to Hell 
with the comfort of the patient.I have known physicians who liked to 
play the role of God and nursesmore interested in currying His favor 
than saving the patients. But now to the mail and a little more reading 
before folding up the beard...... 


It goes without saying that I am at the same time filled 
with appreciation for the confidence and equally consumed with 
sympathy because of circumstances beyond control. 

•t .1 T9, ■ iSOv.; ZZ ii'r \ 1 * * . . OviSk’ at 

To the casual reader, my following, thought would seem quite in. 


coherent, but let me say that in the matter of the advertising, 

I had already come to the conclusion that the ideal time for that 
, would be either at the height of or just at the end of 

Pilgrimage and what with the span of time between now and 
then and the chance that the "flying saucer" department may 
, provide for such a leaflet as we had discussed, there is 

nothing to plague one about on that score. 

,t. j . b a a A rVas'iic sw v. ieoi v.c.s ■ iae sitoar.qfc 

And I thank you sincerely for telling me of how things 
swirl at the office and the strange intrigues that apparantly 
are forever buzzing in great institutions as well as small ones. 
Catching these glimpses that are thus provided me offers me an 
opportunity to live a little more fully in'the radius of 
vibrations that effect the one who means so much to me and that, 
as you know, is terribly important. , t \ 

• >» : Ti, Ol'ii ft 

To say that I am not thinking about all that has been involved 
in the photogrqp hie section, - i» view of abvoe mentioned circumstai 
would be pointless. May I only express the hope that should 
the Teliciana plates ever come to hand, the photographer be 
skipped and we shall make use of the prints of the final sketch 
, instead. I do not uxwit to add more confusion to a pax picture 
already sufficiently blurred. All I want to do is to say that 
I pray you to take whatever courses regarding photographing and othe 
investments as seems suitable.and easiest at the moment. We 
can always . get around to them plater, ^-sometime next year, if that 
^ seems better. And please don t fret about inability to get 



, move* Aoaomtt liosncS 
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, i>o . < UQ5 osLrofrqat* t uabaomfl 

within reach of a typewriter conveniently at the moment, 

I hope -T Aoye already assured you that I shall interpret silence as 
meaning things are rocking along so-so and that in case they aren't, jus 
a card to say so will be sufficient, 

It goes without saying that 1 am holding the thought the 
sniffles have passed you bye, even as they have me, What with all that' 
J£ cooking, domestically and commercially, let us hope that sniffles 

, do not have to be added, ^ 4 

Tour observation regarding the prolonged silence has been 
subsequently answered by my enclosure from Carolyn a day or two back, 

It occurs to me that should she telephone you when and if she does go 
to Hew York, I hope you will suggest seeing her after business hours rat 
•r than for lunch, if that is convenient for you and I imagine it will be 

quite so for her, After all, in view of all the mad swirl going on 
n bout you, I think you would enjoy the leisure ever so much more if 
contact could be carried through without one eye glued on the clock, 
Besides, * think you will both find lots of pleasure in spending 
a polonged hour together, —over a cocktail, should she be going out 
later, but whenever you bot\f find leisure is mutually available, 

. anooe ' ,iVo no tvo <5r t>«;o ovi.o c o : 

Someone said tonight that James Street has died, I heard 
only that, and Ur, Uurrow was so busy advertising Uiss B a nkhead that 
he didn't get around to that obituary, I am wondering if ^is 
unexpected departure will leave an advantageous opening in Holiday 
for Carolyn I suppose it might, Hut although 1 have rather 
expected to*hear from her since last she worte, still nothing has 
come through, and as the days go bye without so much as a peep coming 
from Mrs, Uoore, I feel more and more the impulse to take a 
swing at her, 

et>A IriiAi' lie inoftv tyutxifc 5oi. vo 1 froiU >.;oe o*- 

Celeste brought her-matl to the coffee hour this morning and 
need I say that we both were delighted with your sweet letter 
to her. Her admiration for you continues as fulsome as the 
day she got back from her travels and I must say you oontinue to 
be the object of her greatest admiration and affection, 
isi, ; v ..u - i ei ofc o i Jrxtn,. i 11 a. .b®*nul<S .V® 

is This is a jumbled letter and I apologise for its jumpleness, 

. but if, in spite of that, you are ?ble to conclude that my heart 
is precisely in-the same place it'always is, then I need not explain 
in which direction it is vibrating and how fervently I hope peace may 
eventually break through again,,,,,. 
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I was almost startled as I set forth the date, realising 
that autupn really ought to be upon us so far as the calendar 
is concerned, even though summer pays not the slightest attention 
to such details and keeps right on chalking up thermometer readings 
in the upper 90 s, 

.i8) n - -j:. . L -TJ..C I'O HO 4 7 .0.„& ? OS 

I had a telephone from Mrs, Holloman, of all people, this evening. 
She was calling from Alexandria and what she had to say reminded me 
of some scientific book I read a year or so back wherein the author 
pondered on the causes f of the inception of epidemics, and what 
forces started them on a rampage. As I recall, he pointed out that 
the world s typhus seems to have its inception in North Carolina of 
all places and that it has a way now and then of cropping up in 
India or China or some such far away region, raging terrifically 
but as to what starts it and how it reaches such -devastating cooncentra 
Science doesn t seem to have figured out as yet, 

<? . '■ s:n& er »• no! ca -iJ:, t ion oi> i oooov. . j no 

Maturally, when I heard the Holloman voice, I recalized she 
was calling because she wanted something and so it was, Ihe 
KALB radio station had a copy of an article or two she had had publishe 
over her name in the Picayune and as the station envisioned doing 
a broadcast on Melrose, they consulted her for adviae as how they 
might best make preliminary arrangements. And since it never rains 
.but it pours, at the same time, somebody who had met me at some 
historical society gathering, contacted Mrs, Holloman to inquire 
about material far some magazine or other which wanted something about 
Melrose, • no ■ •; n '.7 

'■ 0 iuv 0 . i J'.i :• • • .i v ,AooA ’ • J. , ! '• * $4•; 

I pointed out to Mrs, Holloman that I gathered from all 

this that she wanted me to do a favor for her in both the above 
instances and that I should be very glad to cooperate on one condition, 

that she do a little cooperating herself by preparing an article for 

the Picayune Magazine Section about the Natchez plates, —and she, of c 
had never heard, jjf the latter but said she would agree, I think 

M 






Sunday, October Zrd, 


Memorandum : 

* 1 > i ■■ V • • V *0 - ‘ i ^ 4 

How nice to be able to congratulate our Uncle Samuel 
a second time within the same week on the dispatch with which 
he whisked your air mail of Thursday so as to reach its 
destination on Saturday. 

a wo i . - ' : ,• ac ' ■ 

And how kind of you to take time out in the hurly burly 
ofthings to share a glimpse at things with me. 

Jr $: At Jrar;t \jr* «i Koitua;-. oi bafro&i^a« *• 

I think you were so wise in'taking Wednesday off to combat your 
cough at home. A single day isn’t much time in any battle with 
a cold but I am hoping that through concentration of effort, y Q u 
were able to win such a skirmish. . 

, v • « v ^ ; 

And may I thank you for having told me about the advent of 
the Feliciana plates and that they look alright. Because you 
have received these, I assume that the shipment for Mrs. Stirling 
a nd me must be about ready to, go forward, if, indeed, they aren t 
already on their way. Perhaps Hock Hall will be represented 
in tomorrow's post. There was nothing from that quarter sn 
Saturday and Mrs. Moore continues to maintain her silence wonderfull 
effectively. 

Sto ia£ r VvM 07 v> r &Zi, ' " -V. fc'.'i-i - •MOV 

E rly this morning, I fiddles around in the ether waves, 
thinking if I might find an interesting sermon, or, if that was 
too much to hope for, at least one out of Delaware that would 
shed some light on the pulpit's position regarding 
the squabble in that State over the question of colored children 
being put out of schools last week . I had even hoped some 
racially biased preacher might mis-quote a line from the 
Bible as a text for his tirade, such as 

i") r. a A r oJ i'.irioo o o rri ras.- /. o j it68. ■?. * 

"Suffer the little white children to come unto me and 
forbid the colored onhs for such is the kingdom of Delaware, 

. i , a 1 t atf r.aaft 


she is in no way to be depended on but u figurea xz wouia ao no 
harm to suggest reciprocity, even though the chance of it being 
anything but one sided is mighty slim • Still, there is a chance that 
something might come of it and sitting forth a condition does no harm 
even though it may eventuate in nothing • 

Zou may be quite sure, however, that the radio and magaaine 
approaches will be pushed for all they are worth and if something 
can be effected with them in the porcelain section prior to 
the holiday season with the Picayune potential slated for pre- 
Pilgrimage time, such arrangements should work out to complete 
satisfaction on our side at least • 

, .V.TlOlIiV . :• • 

Still not a peep from Mrs. Moore • As secretary of the 
Garden Club, she might drop me a post card lotting me know if the 
Garden Club has a shop, even though she hasn t time to borther 
writing as a friend • .4& Secretary of the Garden Club, she might 

also have acknolwedged receipt by the garden club of the Ho, S plate 
sent that organisation with a letter at the time the items were 
forwarded to Elmscourt, etc. But Elmsecourt is the only response comii 
to hand. As a friend, she might also have acknowleged receipt of 
the plates I sent her as a personal gift, too, butwhether she does 
on that score I do not care, just so long as she scrawls a post card 
giving me the information requests three weeks back. But what 
she will end up by doing is to pigeon hole her correspondence until 
she can take time to write a book and in that, if I know her, she 
will probably forget to answer the only questions I want answered, 
a ut , of course, it must be admitted that I am the nit-wit i f n 
this matter, for there is certainly no excuse why 1 3 houldn t have 
known her maddening folk ways long before this late date. 

t 

It was so hot and humid last night, I did an about face afte^r f< 
up my beard and got up again and read much from Eva LeQallienne 8 Witl 
a Quiet h eart. I like the book. It is pleasant to run across the 
names of familiary plays, place* and people. I laughed to myself 
when she mentioned that almost forgotten title : "Voulea-vous jouer 
avec Moa. And frankly, the laughmade good filling for the sandwich of 
quite different thought-slices in which little Miss Lee figures at 
...zhe moment. I am holding so hard to the thought that clearer 
horiaons may be just around -the corner...... 


»_ 
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Monday, October 4th, 1954 


scoundrels as well as honest people can be versatile, plying 
their trades in more than a single line, 
loiiVi -tuo •.yao%*'.«oo oS ate. - s' otf ssjk oio\. 

The same broadcast mentioned that ten or eleven Senators 
ttended the final rites of the late senior Senator from Nevada, 

I wish they had rattled off'^iieir names but I can probably guess 
the identity of moslf of them, I am surprised that 
Slippery Nixon wasn t mentioned as among those present, 

. 5; . ' 

I neglected to mention in my last memo that the radio had 
announced the death of Judge George Armstrong whose offer of fifty 

• * • • .t t i __ j J - i T _ A a /'I _ S - _ 1. .* T . V _ — V 


Memorandum 


There was a fairly heavy mail today but I didn t get 
around to open much of it . The Hodding Carter letter 
speaks for itself, and in so doing makes clear that the good 
works of little Miss Lee in the Collins area is going 
to bear fruit in the Mississippi Delta country. As 
scads of people in Greenville are related to Hatches 
families, I think it likely your print will bear fruit, 

t ^ • i? V 1 ' . i . .'.4 . - '■■■ • '• '■ 

I attach my response to the Carter letter although I 
touched on nothing new and even re-hashed one point or other 
I had touched on in my memo of yesterday, but I send it along 
regardless in order that you may keep abreast with doings in 
that quarter, 

■■ •> .u t to 

The morning mail, in spite of its bulk t contained nothing 
from Mrs, Moore, I accordingly sent her a wire reading : 

"Intended asking in letter if Priest’s House has gift shop," 

. "'.'I t'.oi Au 1 /v. t ■' o 

Of course that was one of the main point in my letter to her 
three weeks ago but I thought receipt of the telegram might 
jog her into a bit of pen pushing, and I tossed in the phrase, 

"in letter" as a vague hint that a response by wire was not expected 
but that a letter of response, if touching on the Priest’s House, 
would be welcome, I suppose along a bout Saturday I shall 
be hearing from her and the stack of excuses, including the 
chore of writing Judge Armstrong’s obituary, will undoubtedly 
figure inthe st a ck of reasons why it has been impossible for 
her to write sooner. Quel bague, alors, 

it., in -ysiif.j'TOCffj oh \o t3*na ai-5, to 'tsH 

A few months back when a bee closed one eye for me, J, H,, 
on remarking my strange appearance, inquired as to why the sting 
of a bee swells up so badly on some people and not on others, 

I said I suppose it is because of some alergy, He said bees never 
bothered him and fie felt sure he wouldn t respond noticeably 
by such curious contours # But,,,,,and‘'it happened 

when be brought a truck to a standstill somewhere in the 
. .a et tot; A ;v An* At o« t.fsse nyow to,o<Jv.nsu» 
i' 'iwobuqjBo'l 4 •m'tv.. - Ait4 M vioiW v uioaA $ ttob 1 b«o 

i 84C-J- u-r ti: o,\ . ;.-K . .inol .tu .botto-:- 


million dollars was turned down by Jefferson College a while back 
because of the racial stringes Mr, Armstrong had tacked on the 
proffered gift, , I smiled to myself, too, when the news of his 
passing came to hand as it reminded me of the "business" 
certain acquaintances in atchez had stirred up years ago, riggin 
things up so that I would marry the "widow" Armstrong, Of 
course there was only one catch in that excellent plan, the 
lady wasn’t a widow. But now she is and I’m recalling that 
dinner I probably have written you about before wherein the Judge 
made all of his dinner guests unhappy by the constant harping 
he maintained throughout the evening, denouncing the colored man 
whom he claimed had cheated him 37 cents on a bale of cotton. 

How nice if the widow would ask me to write an epataph for 
her husband's tombsotne. 


My offering would be short and to the pc 

* , A. *« i* >1 v 

"Here lies 

Judge George Armstrong, 

$50,000, 000.37." "i 

.< hov-s S . As?. - . ohi eiocnoc • ’ 'j ■ JwC t;; a- 

It seems to me that ought to cover the case but completely, 
s.'j 4V>jj& r., i\ nt/\ cr*;s: o si; si'- • 

Massaliife surprised me by coming to make a call this morning. 
She was Puny s first wife and appears as a somewhat "under the wea 
character in the Melrose chapter in Lyle's Old Louisiana, I hadn' 
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.1 tst^oO t yobtfoV 

Montrose hills where, on stepping out, he apparantly landed 
3 lap on the spot where bees were doing big business , They 
tell me his neck, jaws and lips are swollen tremendously, but 
it was shadowy when we supped tonight, and I didn t notice and 
of course made no inquiries, 

: v v^.:. 

In the final chapter of "With A Quiet Heart", author LeG llienn 
speaks of being on her Connecituct broad acres along „bout 
19 50 and be-taking herself to her studio overlooking the 
chickenyard, intent on writing a Preface to her translation 
of the Ibsen plaU& and how astonished she was when before she knew i 
instead of having written a Preface, she had written about 
a couple of bantams and the manuscript appeared under Harper imprint 
as "Bossy anf Flossy" and in London under some other publishers 
who included the sub-title which Harper had omitted, —A 
Moral Tale", The author expressed her astonishment when 
she saw her book reviewed as a juvenile item whereas she had thought 
of it as setting forth philosophies which would appeal primarily 
to the mature readers • And at that point she speculates on 
various fairey tales, La^ontaine Fables and Alice in Wonderland 
as to whether, as most publishers suppose, they are children s 
books or if the publishers could be in error which, I'm sure 
you and I agree, they are, 


i • * 


L v 


I found but two or three points in the LeQ a llienne recording 
of "With a Quiet Heart", two of which Mr, Scourby would have 
not made, one which the author quite understandably made in 
the writing. Had Mr, Scourby been reading some book of his own 
authorship, he would not have said, as or at the place where 
the reader s name is given j "Read by Mr, Scourby" for most 
certainly he would haqe said "Read by Alexander Scourby", And he 
who mastered Hatchitoches without a hitch would not have mis¬ 
pronounced Spokane, Miss Eva says it as though it were spelled 
in the second syllable, "cain", and it seems odd since she has playei 
there, she didn t recall that inhabitants phe "kane" part 
as one pronounces the ver "can" .or the metal section of "tin can". 
Her understandable error of no importance at all appears wherein 
she describes her delight in viewing the Paris pres ntation of 
"Madame Capet", and as she succeeded in getting the rights for 
American production, she visited all the places frequented 
by Marie Antoinette, —Versailles, the little theatre where 
she performed as an actress "and Petit Trianon" where she played at 
farming" or some such. Of,course the little theatre is at 
Petit Trianon and so is the hamlet of farm houses, but 
everybody t always seems to think of the hamlet as being Petit Trianon i 
and I don t know what they think Madame de Pompadour s house is 
called. But, Lord, Lord, how this literary twist ate up 
our chat. Forgive me, I shall try being less so next time,,,,, 
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■ -Sr-: \ l'. i Z Iii", yJ J SLUt'V.'QC.O 4 :• S> i iSOT.O Ks, S-'V OtC 

It was such an odd sensation, finding myself in Hatchitoches 
at 8:30 this morning, 

, ■ . ■. 8 . • : 8 


«: C •. 

KC 


4 

. 

ft - 

iqsvr. ^ : „ 

t 


Celeste had some shopping she wanted to dp and I wanted to 
take some merchandise in for the Chamber of Commerce and 
Millspnaugh's, I can t remember when last I had ventured so far 
from the front gate during daylight hours and accordingly noted sevei 
innovations since my last visit, —new traffic lights, alterations 
of store fronts along the shopping district and so on, 

.*•.\ it i ,z seoqcvv- . to‘ t .ostc attivc-soui.t • . it aAs « ■’ 

Five minutes before heading out from Yucca, on idea occured to 
me regarding a dab of advertisingin the forthcoming Christmas 
program which is widely circularized in November and December and 
which is presented to hatchitoches visitors from qther States 
throughout the intervening months until next year s program is 
brought out. Last year Millspaugh took a quarter page ad¬ 
vertisement which merely, had some word of greeting, I 
envisioned expanding the space to cover half a page, carrying a platt 
advertisement, The size of the program itself is about the proporti 
of this 3heet of paper and I accordingly drew a quick sketch of the 
, plate, occupying the equivalent of a quarter, —the upper 

left quarter of a 3heet the size of this paper, anf filled in the 
right quarter with the list of a half dozen plates, 
vvto-j »c el si oir 4Av>uo 3 i 

Thanks to the generoisity of little Miss Lee, a print of the 
Town of Hatchitoches plate was to hand for use in making the cut, 
and armed with this layout and print, I presented the proposition 
to Millspaugh with he understanding that Millspaugh this year take 
a half page instead of a quarter, using the plates os subject matter 
sketched out, and deducting half the cost of the advertisement to 
be charged againstincreased (I hope) sales as a result of the 
notice, ,, t\£qoo %A4 4imo to abuts 

• a:.. . '*ua ^ttstate, tabttu tvt W sAa V \jiu s*:v 

o turally Millspaugh was delighted with the porposition since 
a quarter page cost 57,50 while a half page cost $60,00, so that 
with this porposition in operation, there will be #60.00 worth 
of advertising for $50,00 to each of us and let us hope 


t 
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the spurt in sales as a result of this insertion readily defrays all 
advertising costs almost immediately on release of the program 
so that the good work done by the circulation of the program 
throughout the ensuing year may fall into the gravey department. 

B aC k home by 10, I found the Texas and Pacific truck had 
delivered the Feliciana plates.. I decided toput them on the 
holding shelf until February and did so forthwith. hi3 will 
provide an excellent opportunity for releasing them as new when 
Watches and St. Francisville get busy beating the drums for Pilgrimage 
and w\th a picture of the plate and a write up which will be devoted 
largely, so far as the printed material is converned, with the .Watches 
plates, so that jocal publicity will be boiling at the best 
spychicological moment for trans-Mississippi doings while 
the picture and the clipping can be (sued in letters to Hatches 
shops as an excuse for jacking up their' interest in their merchandise 
dealing with matter of Adams County interest „ In the mean time, 
of course, the Feliciana plate will be rolling along, I hope, 
in the St. Francisville area, for I suppose firs. Stirling probably 
received half of the Feliciana shipment at the same time the 
other half arrived here • In the mean time, if Mrs. Stirling should 
discover St. Francisville should be draining her supply as 
Christmas gifts, P shall be able to supply her needs from the 
"holding shelf" with an immediate delivery and so be able to secure 
a fresh supply of the item from Rock H a ll> prior to the February 
release in this neighborhood. 

<■ 

While in town, the thermometer was in the 80 s and by the time 
we were home again, it was in the 90's. I must say this has been 
the most^ prolonged extension of summer heat I can remember. After 
doing the mail, I propose having a little musicale hard by St. 
Ciggin's, and what with a pretty new moon and a smooth operating elect 
fan, it ought to be 03 pleasant an October open air festival as one 
coujd experience • 

or- •-> •■■■■ 

Ho word as yet from the Copyright Office which leads me ot opine 
once more that there is something basically cock-eyed in their section 
on rules and regulations• Obviously one should be a ble to submit 
finished drawings to said office in advance t having the same accepted 
rejected before the aritlce goes into production, thus enabiling one t 
include or omit the copyright insignia.. And of course it can t possi 
make any difference if the office under present circumstances is promp 
or not about notifying the applicant since by the nature of the rules, 
the merchandise has already been manufactured and will be sold anyway, 

bearing the insgniq, whether authentic or not. It is all so odd . 

: cir 00 . ; ' 
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The local thermometer reached 101 today which Shreveport 
reported a high of 97, the highest reading in the Weather 
Bureau files for this late in ,the year • But somewhere off in 
the direction of the equator, the hurricane Hazel is kicking 
up her heels and perhaps 3 he will eventually meander this far from 
her watery course and dump a b,it of moisture on the parched 
country side • 

• , , • ' . • • - > • 

Dr. Alban, the pecane expert, dined with us today. He 
is very optomistic about next year's crop • In the course of 
his conversation, he mentioned having encountered a hive of bees 
under one of the trees this morning. The clerk mentioned that 
~j. H. hadsuffered from a bee onslaught earlier in the week and rema 
that he had used soda poltices and ice packs to counter¬ 
act the pain and swelling • I retained complete control over the 
muscles in my face, I think, but I must confess my thoughts traveled 
backwards a few weeks when the bee was on another s brow and I concl 
that the old adage was correct wherein it is said that one has to 
experience such an adventure in order to comprehend its full 
meaning. I must remember the soda and $he ice packs for my next 
adveniutearned today that several ladies, communicants of St. 
Augustin's Church, had been getting advertising space, or rather 
had been asking business houses and others, to take avdertising 
space, to defray the expenseof publishing Father Callahan s 
account of the History of the Church. The ladies, with 
one notable exception , are mulattoes. The white lady had 

undertaken to see what could be done with Hatchitoches 
florists. Seven hundred dollars had been signed for thus far. 

From all this, I take it the "book" will be in the nature 
of a pamphlet, perhaps a.program of the Church celebration 
which is s cheduled for November 10th, I believe• Per¬ 
haps in format, the thing will be * not unlike the 
Christmas festival progrqm. I must see about 
placing an order for a copy for little Miss Lee who might be 

,-a uVi. . .. .1 woiX 4 H u biisn o4 qnioo n \ 

eu ^0 AoolA u on; . nsino 0 . > ssti 

‘ 1 * .art o4 
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37 lursday, October 7th, 1954 


interested in turning through such an item. 

And mentioning St. Augustin's brings people of color 
to mind and that reminds me to mention that in 
"The Ocean River" which I finished last night, I ran across 
a n interesting quotation about negroes in the West Indies, 
and the lines quoted were attributed to Wyndam, or some such name 
a nd the title of the book wasn t given, but I assume ( it 
may have to do with slavery. The author s name wasn t spelled ou 
but I assume it is spelled as above, - Wyndam, or perhaps Wyndham 
some such. I mention it merely as a peg on which memory 
may be hung so that it might be familiar, should, m combing 
old book shops, a reaction, might take place mentally, should 
it be encountered. 

" he Ocean River" is a dull buook but contains some 
interesting facts. One such was the estimate that Hispagnola, — 
the Spanish name for the island which today is made up of I 

Haiti and Santo Domingo, numbered about 500,000 Indian mh a bita 
when the Spaniards discovered it, a people content with 
the pleasures of existence, having no notion about private f 
property in a land producing ample food supplies for everyone s 
use. Within a few years, after the Spaniards had brought an 
end to the dancing a nd festivities that made up their t/ies ' 

people, forced into slavery, primarily s earchmgfor gold, 
were reduced to 500 souls, and with the mtorduction of 
the negroes, not a single one of the native inhabitants survived. 

• 

As has been pointed out by other historians, both S pa in and 
France exerted to rigid control of their colonisation 
projects, super-imposing political and religious edicts whic 
as administered from Europe, in no way suited the undertaking. 

But England succeeded better because theGovernment undertook litt. 
or no supervision, leaving the colonisation projects either 
to proprietors, such as Willivm Penn, Lord Baltimore, etc., or 
to the stock companies, made up mostly of English merchants. n 
fact the charter of the Plymouth colony was based on the trade 
agreement made between the colonists and their sponsoring 
merchant company in England who provided the money for their 
tranaDortakti on to America, etc. Thus less shackled, the 


Hemorandum: o 

How nice to find your elegant letter of Tuesday in this morning's 
post I was on the point of congratulating our Uncle amuel again 
for his promptness, and in truth, it must be admitted he is e ^jt*P i ' 7 i ona 
good of late and therefore I suppose we must not complain if make3 
a slip now and then, as in the case .of the Collins items which you 
thought might arrive here at the same time your letter came. I 
reckon the larger envelope is dwaddling somewhere between here and 
Bayou Hatches but should it fail to put in an appearance 
I shall start stirring things with a t 


~ ■ ---> on the morrow, 

stick in that direction. 
uoi^’oe moIs>Yv 

. Tou didn't refer to your cold and I tell myself tha.t perhaps 
it ha3 improved At the same time I find myself holding the 
thought that all the flurry on the'business front doesn t pull your 
strength down to 3 uch a point that the cough creeps up on you 
again Work and over-work in itself can be sufficiently devastating 
but there's an added element which makes things twice as enervating 
on occasion, as, for example, the sensing of the fact that something 
is "cooking" without being able to anticipate precisely what twist 
matters will take. If the adage be true that one man s meat is another 
m n n's poison" let us hope its all good solid food so far as 
little Hiss L$e is concerned and that the hurricane t be-deviling commerical 
operations may subside for good forthwith. And don t euen 
thought about correspondence at present knowing full well •'but 
I am all in favor of a conservation of energy until the big blast 
peters out. 

' • 

, I must not fail to thank you, however, for the stablizmg 

(with another vowel or two) which your air mail provided for me 

a s I ran through the day '3 mail. Circumstances had prevented me from 

reading Hadam Uarco's letter of early last week until today and 

news it contained depressed me exceedingly. *rankly t I m not upse a ou 

little Hiss &usie for.I think she is a bag of the type that likes to 

be the center of the 3 how. *ut the kernel of my depression, 1 suppose, 

is the fact that poor Hadam Harco was alone with her at the time of ie 

accident and probabiy had such a difficult time getting assistance. 

I marvel alike at her fortitude and her capacity for misfortune 
If she doesn't gt a front seat in eaven, there just isn t any such 
place. 


English colonists had greater freedom to meet problems intelligen 
as theycrose , and eventually d eveloped a self reliance that 
provided a sound platform on which tfyey could stand when 


t me for the Revolution rolled 'round. 

<yy' JiS.' v 5 1$ 5 i i •. -'.sr/'.i- J'-. 

Next I'm gping to read a bit from E 
Tree from the y oruer", being a flfyck of < 
the Hew Yorker. "Literary Evening , —Lo 
to be..... 


White 8 "Second 
ys taken largely from 
what an one it turned 
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October 8th, 2954 


Friday 


la a few days I shall send you. two or three other letters of no pari 
moment but from which I have to extract a few bit3 of information . 

There is one from Dora from which I wi3h to clip a paragraph to s end 
to Rock Hall, I thought it so kind of Dora to enclose a check 
for twenty five dollars. He thought I might find it necessary 
to skip over to Hatches and sent along siad check, 1 think I am 
not going to Hatches but that is beside the point, for I 
.understand his medical bills are high and naturally I want to get 
the check b a ck to him in the next mail. Did I ever mention 
tthat he suffers, 1 believe, from the seme difficulty that be-deviled 
Kennth Hunt before the latter got his back broke, —some sort of a bone 
infection a bout which Science has never been successful eradicating, 
v tut so.uf;*u,p.'v,n: ; . : ;i. hi i,,c ji IJ i i .. 1 is % ■■ «< 

. Hut o all the letters of a depressing nature f the one from 
Helon Hughes somehow takes the cake and this in spite of the fact 
that she is obviously enchanted at the prospect 0 f Sarasota, 

I find her line almost classic in its foolishness There have 
been so many letters read 3ince exploring hers, I*forget the precise 
wording but it is something to the effect that "there is no 
place for antiques in Florida", Too often hgve we all heard of the 
sixty-four dollar question but never before did I hear a better 
sixty-four dollar delclarative sentence, What strikes me as pitiful 
is her obvious effort to justify the smashing up of their Little Rock 
home and business with such frenzy and finality, Of course she 
might have said that there is no place for sleds in Florida and 
perhaps that is precisely the point where her letter depresses me, for 
something tells me she is persuading her husband to "jump in the dark", 
a nd it stirkes me they may well find it pretty hard sledding 
on the Sarasota sands 


Memorandum: 

■ 

I obviously calculated wrong regarding today's in¬ 
coming mail, There was some but nothing of what I had 
anticipated, Perhaps it will make a better showing on the morrow, 

1 checked on the cancellation date of Miss Myra's letter 
r,nd found, to my surprise, that it made the trip in two day 3 , 
being cancelled on the 4th and delivered on the 6th, 

From this I assume that my telegram in no way inspired Mrs . Moore 
to take typewriter in hand on Monday, the 4th, . the morning of that 
day being the one on which it was delivered, 

» - - 

I didn t get a round to explore the contents of Miss Myra's 
enclosure and I imagine I missed nothing by skipping it, I 
shall tear off the back of the envelope in which her letter came, 
thinking you might find the sticker pasted thereon to be somewhat 
novel. 


As for the letter itself, it seemed to be in better balance 
than some of her more recent ones and it was kind of her to tell 
me plates Si and 3 are gracing the Devereux dining room, I 
had enclosed the Hatchitoches clipping with the plates, but 
since she is asking about the w onnelly's Tavern position, she 
obviously didn t get to glance at my enclosure any more than 
I at hers. 


I enjoyed hearing from Mary Lambdin and thought of the 
days in 1940 when the question as to whether Mistletoe would be 
restored or torn down was in the balance. At the time her husband, 
remarkably like J, H, was all in ,favor of taking down the old 
house and I m U3t 3ay that f didn t mind, athough it was none of 
my business, trying to sell Jeff-the idea of restoring the 
place # The line I took was not so much on account of the old house 
as because Vary had her heart set on.it* It is heartening 
to know that subsequently as the work progressed, Jeff himself became 
inordinately interested in the undertaking and I believe there 
was a n element of pride when it was finished that Mary's fore¬ 
sight had saved the old place which only a f ew years later became 
their hone, I must ask about Edgewood and which member of the 
family is liting there, — Jeff, Jr,, I suppose, and his 
yo un 9 family. 


If I,can find Mrs. Stirling s letter, I shall en lose it also. 

She needn t worry about a ny traffic I may have with r, Wells, 

I shall write many letters to night and one of them will be to 
her, explaining that West Feliciana is her province and that 
should Commissioner Wells contact me a bout the Feliciana plate 
for the Oakley shop, I shall promptly^refer him to her 
as being the official agent in Feliciana, Jhat would r eally be a 
pleasure as a sort of left handed slap 
\j aAfr to *'■>» it: a no Is 8 ©us --iv $ o \ as 

Of course I am not dreaming of going to Baton Rouge for 
a radio or newspaper or any other kind of a business, aton Rouge means 
means I should have to get involved either at the country club or 
the home or both in the^eneral and especially the Hadan General 
section and that would be just too much If only 1 could masquerade 
on the air as Simon Legreeebut that appears beyond my histrionic abilitie 
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Sunday, October 10th, 1954 


Although I pretend to know nothing at all about 
Nevada politics, I assume there may' be a new Beomcratic Seantor 
from that State in view of the State's Supreme Court ruling of 
today that the Republican appointee to fill old Pat's place 
can not hold the place after the first of the year instead of 
filling it until 1957, as was hoped. I should much prefer to see 
a Repbblican hold the place than to have had old Pat survive, he was 
such a dreadful bag I assume the Nevada machine must have been a 
creature of the late Senator but even so, it doesn t seem possible 
they could nominate anyone so terrible as the late Senator himself. 

I didn't get around to do any reading last night # The 
E. B. White essays are entertaining and mostly on the abusing side 
and one or two are hilarious. As 1 never was a Hew Yorker reader in 
the old days, even these re-prints from that magazine are all 
new to me. I have a flock of books on order at the Hew 
Orleans Public but as they haven t come to hand as yet, P am 
glod to fill in the interim with~these fluffy witticisms. 

Like the work of a first rate cartoonisht, these brief chapters are 

based on facts which are given a twist and an exaggeration 

that makes them amusing commentaries on contemporary civilization. 

I am expecting to give adam Regard your message at our sitting 
on the morrow. Today the ladies were in the big road, —Aelxandria, 

I suppose, and so I shall have much to hear and comparatively 
little to tell, Save your message, on the morrow. 

When I went to supper ton ght, I noticed Zelma's special hair-do 
parted just above each temple and the whole middle part rigged up 
into a swirl that was arresting. As we broke bread, J. H. remarked 
that tonight would probably be a bang-up at the local honkey-tonk 
a s he had paid off all the cotton pickers and what with the 
season's harvest finished and pecane, if any, a month or so in the 
offing, joy will be unrestrained tonight, 1 suppose, and 
excessive belt-tightening in the succeeding four weeks. 

«« , ' ' 

The promise for the week end'is for cool, fair weather. 

I hope it may be quiet t too. The wife of the Mayor of Shreveport 
was here today a nd said she looked at the .Yenk house they are trying 
3ell and singe real estate is to the fore, let us hope that "outfit" 
all remains 'put". 

. 

I am holding the thought that peace may obtain in the 
neighborhood where little Miss Lee finds herself and that many large 
blocks of relaxation and rest may follow the helter-skelter of 
those week ends in the immediate past. I shall be thinking of 
this later tonight when .1 3hall have a moonlit musicale by St. Giggin 
and the mental telepathy department will be working over time.... 


Memorandum 
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Monday, October 11th, 1954 


Minneosat ladies shouldered the bonnet and we all dashed for the 
car, but a dozen steps away, On reaching the car, the lady, instead of 
handing the lilies to the gentleman waiting there, deftly turned the key 
the lock of the trunk or compartment on the back of the car, As she ope 
a blast of hot ax air, as from an oven sugred out, But that was only m 
for in a trice, she had placed the bouquet within, slammed the door or t 

closed, and after saying a quick goo dbye, they alii drove off, heaiding 
southward for their 4 hour drive to St, Francisville, 

v ' • ' c ' v. ■" ’ ‘ ' »*<> ■ ‘ • ' ■ ' 

I stood there thunderstruck, rooted to the ground, If I live to 
be a hundred, I'll never understand why s omebody has to have orchids to 
toss into an oven. 

In the correspondence field, the two enclosures, one from rma, one 
Farley, arrived in the same envelope. They are so right about being 
behind in their correspondence but it is pleasant to> hear from them 
regardless. 

What do youreckon that Marshall woman is up to and what do you 
suppose Madam bore is up to. 

Returning to the butterfly lily department, it is interesting to 
note how many'gather around the feeding bottle during the daylight 
hours of most heat when the lilies incline to droop in this excessive 
heat. And in the twilight during the past week or t wo, I have notice 
8 or 10 around each cluster of flowers, all f eeding at the same time, 

I suppose it is beginning for them to put on their excess fat which 
3tand,them in good 3tead within a few weeks when they begin taking 
off on their 600 mile hop across the Gulf, 

. ■ . e ■ ■ t 

I have been considerably impressed during re&6nt days when I have 
chanced upon a lovely little bird which had expired slip in the 
cluster of lilies, I have noted three such within as many days, and 
in years past, I have found others, I am wondering if their effort to 
store up extra energy puis too great a strain on their tiny hearts so 
that they simply die in 3uch heavenly arms, I ought to drop a line to 
John Kiernan or some such pe son for particulars, I guess, 

> . 3 *. t , f ■ 1 ’ s*'- <5 0 r * - 

Along about this time of year, it Aas been my custom to 
bounce a couple of persimmons in your direction If you will pardon 
me and the past summer, however, I shall 3kip this year But the trees, 
like the pecanes, are holding their leaves wonderfully,*so perhaps we sh 
experience a bumper crop next year, I hope,. And before folding, may 
I once more\urge you not to let getting off the copyright data get into 
your hair m , Th$re really is no rush. And please take care of little 
Miss Lee,,,,,, 


Memorandum : 


Even though you may not be comfortable* at the moment, 
just so long as you are sitting down it will be . alright to 
go ahead and read the enclosed letter from Mrs, Moore from which 
I have clipped a list of Matches shops, 

I must say the considerable variation as between her report 
on Matches plates and that of Miss Myra struck me witlg some force 
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go sailing off on another jaunt through Mississippi• But I must say 
I cannot regret it much if Madam Marco eventually finds herself in a 
nursing home After all she must be having a pretty miserable time 
where she is*and at least in a nursing home she f wouldn t be so 
neglected and tormented by tomfoolery 0 n Susie s part as she is 
at hoit.was rather an amusing coincidence that just as I had fini shec 
Mrs. Moore's letter. Carmen Breueeale telephoned me from the 
Chamber of Commerce, asking if I could send her a couple Matches 
plates as she had just disposed of those she had. 

It seems the Christmas festival program is going to be 
printed and placed in the mails in November, well in advance of 
the date of the doings on December 4th m 

. e>M tw oiiil v.'-J' 

Charles Cunningham telephoned me about some point in the 
advertisement the program is carrying. He said he is currently 
printing the pamphlet or whatever it is that will contain father 
Callahan's account of the History of St. Augustin s Church. 

. . «i '• 

At first dark m y agents reported the Venks had just arrived at 
the store. How, an hour later, I see no lights in the big house, 
meaning, I hope, that unless they are parked across the fence for 
a prolonged sitting, they may have continued their journey. 
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Tuesday, October 12th, 1954. 

■ 


Memorandum : 

olumbus Day and a bank holiday in this region. 

It drizzled much during the night and alternated a between dri 2 sles 
and showers all day. Everybody seems delighted to have the moisture and 
even the gold fish in the big pot seem a little more frisky than usual, a 
well they might, what with 2 or 3 hundred gallos of water which they call 
home has been sopped up by the 3un during the recent months. 

It seemed a little odd today that as though to give the lie to 
Mrs. Moore's somewhat discouraging picture, the enclosed letter arrive f 
the Carden Club andtwo letters from Dallas and one from Fort Worth came i 
morning po 3 t, each ordering a Hatchex plate. 

I am writing the Carden Club, — Mrs. Coodell, pointing out that 
the Carden Club can handle this item without making any investment t as 
I shall be glad to supply the Club at all times on a consignment basis. 
This, as I understand it, is not the method used by the concern which 
is selling the other plates and ought to have a salubrious effect on 
both Clubs. I shall also point out that wherever this particulari no.j£ 
plate goes, it will serve as an advertisement throughout the year for tie 
houses on the arden Club and that members of the Club itself will be 
serving their organisation if they purchase their plates as gifts from 
the Club, not only because of the financial profit but also for the 
advertising each gift will radiate. Undoubtedly the members of 
the Club will be.able to get them wholesale through the Club and this 
in turn will bring their cost price down to that which they w^ould have to 

Pay for the competitor's merchandise, etc., etc. T shouldn t be 

at all surprised if over a period of time, the Club might sell quite a go 
number of the plates and I don t mind sending a dosen or two on consignme 
to see what luck hey might have since it makes no difference to me if 
they are sitting here or there, except that if sitting there, they 
might enjoy a substantial turn.over.. 

So muchfor today's slant on "flying saucers". 

About a month ago, Clemence brought o eer some kind of a weird 
quilt she had cooked up in one of her more flighty momenta, definitely 
on the garish side, and asking me if T thought that exas girl or Mr. Pip 
or them folks down Hew Orleans way would like it tost. I thought 

..Vje Hew Orleans peo le would probably be the ones but didn t tell her so 
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Wednesday, October 13th, 2954 


from time to time which, it seemed to me, might well 3tand a gesture froi 
la Hunter, I accordingly wrote Carolyn on the subject, asking her to ma) 
her mind orf the point since I had been instructed to send to another in < 
she couldn t use it. 

From her letter today, I gather 3he things 8he can. She had better 
definitely, however, before long or 1 shall be tossing it in the directii 
the Segelous if she doesn t. 

You will be particularly interested in that section of her letter 
having to do about la Storm, A month or so back, I felt intuitively that 
la Storm would be asking Carolyn to have o round with her if Kay should < 
globe-trotting, When, in a recnet letter, Carolyn mentioned having heart 
la Storm, I could almost have told what was in the letter although, if I 
correctly, Carolyn didn't mention the burden of the message at the time i 
mentioned having heard from her, 

< i . „ J ' L i. . i 

Carolyn is fond of la Storm and as both of them seem to enjoy keepii 
in the road and as la Storm has been Carolyn's guest in Marshall, I 3houj 
imagine a few months go at a ii African tour or some such might suit both j 
beautifully, I think I shall push Carolyn in that direction . 

, .■ . •• - t '• 1 1 

I am sturck by the pity of the two cases when I think of Madam Marc c 
of la Storm f ~„two grand souls a »d yet apparently without kindred hearts 
to understand and appreciate them, Save . individualsliving far afield 
If only Madam Marco and Susie had as muen money as la Storm and Kay, 

Madam Marco would be able to associate herself with more companionable 
associates and Susie could relish endless globe encircling adventures wii 
no terminal ever contemplated, 

M ' - tfr vesv/ ”7" "• rrvc.vo i v 

Perhaps you had the good luck tonight to hear S, Roscoe do his sympi 
on the Charles *ilson comparison of people to dogs, I thought i^he quotas 
of "dog days" from the dictionary effective, One thing he didn t say the 
might have been, —to wit, that from this point on, —although they shoul 
have realized it from past experience, the Republicans had better leave 
dogs allone in political campaigns, , It is true Slippery Nixon 


Memroandum 


dumb 
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hursday, October 14th, 1954 


received from some mulatto living in Detroit, I believe she said, 

It was one of the oddest combinations of geneological fantasy I 
have heard in quite a while and was obviously penned by a gentleman 
with a chip on his shoulder, I believe the letter mentions the artic. 
n ppearing in last year's Christmas festival program It was so 
amusing a»d so cock-eyed that I ashed her to let me'borrow it and so 
when it comes by mail from town within the next two or three days, I 
3hall send it along for your delectation I promised to return 
it to Carmen for the Chamber of Commerce*files but thought 
it would be a good idea to copy it, in order that we may have a 
reminder of its nature We shall see what it looks like a n & 
if it is on a 3 iugle sheet and is sufficiently curious in appearance, 
it might even be worth a photostat but we can tell about that later • 
What occurs to me at the moent is the thought that I might 
do a review of Father Callahan 1 3 History of St, Augustin s, and 
it might heighten the effectiveness of the review to quote directly f 
a descendant, throwing in the crazy assertions that are so patently 
absurd and at some later time it might serve as Exhibit A in an artii 
on the*difficulties confronting the writer of history when he searche< 
for facts about people when the data is supplied only by the descenda, 

. 

In this particular letter, a descendant accepts Harie Iherese os 
a n ancestor which is a milestone in mulatto land, but when you see hoi 
he explains her acquaintance with things Congo you will be amused • 

; j' 4 | % S'*! 0-2 VI {jJ <5 id,. *0 C * J* 

From what Carmen said about the letter, I gather it is fearfully 
wonderfully spelled and punctuated and for that reason would 
present a distinct difficulty, were I to try to copy it from 
secretarial dictation You can keep it as ct long as you please, for 
I need no return it tS Carmen before next summer if copying is conven 
at the moment, Perhaps one copy should be sent to Farley, I thought 
it would be particularly fitting to attach one copy to Father Callahai 
history when it appears and 30 you might save one of the copies for ti 
purpose, If the letter bears a return addre33, --I asked armen to s< 
letter and envelope, I shall toss off a friendly letter to the gentlei 
and see if I can add something more to this curious exhibit but I 
suppose the first letter was written in passion and probably no other 
be forth coming • , . 

■■ 

What wide publicity the Repbulican3 are getting for their 199 do. 
a plate dinner.in Chicago tonight with harles Wilson guest speaker • 
What a hot potato Hr, Wilson turns out to be and in what a quandary 

_ * * . . • 1 1 i j j j 1 


the grapevine, Pomona college, ner v T + < „ 

colleges, is in the habit of conferring degrees at graduation time 
the present "Doctor Honorus Causa is being passed out ahead of ti, 
because Essae H ae is scheduled to step down from /ter 
Librairns perch shortly a nd the publicity for both the giver and 
recipient would be moref effective if the transaction took place 
before her retirement, 

For the first time in ever so long, moths surelyli perhaps a y 
heard Lowell Thomas tonight I found hi , quite humorous when he 
got to reporting Sally Rand l s bankrupcy to the tune of two million 
dollars with a listing of four fans as assets . I suppose there mu 
be much more to all this tomfoolery view of such a deficit and 

a n asset • 

But more of interest to me than Sally Rand s fans was the loc 
weather report. Yesterday we were in the 90 s while we are 
threatne'd with a low of- 55 for tonight a»}d o high °f + ?0 / or * he 
morrow, ‘the low of 55 for tonight doesn t seem particularly out 
of season but highs of both 90 and 70 seem d little ooch-egei 
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lord and. Lady Astor, George 
Russia, Mr, Lamont ioqs also i 
a pity G, B, S, didn t become 
enough to be call by Senator 
tells me G, B, S, would have 
Army—icCarthy performance and 
got through with G, B, S,, G, 
out of McCarthy transforming 


ernard Shaw and that Britsh group visi 
nvestigating the place. What 
an American citizen and live long 
McCarthy as a witness. Something 
put on an even bigger 3how than the 
m y guess is that before McCarthy 
, S, would have made ap perfect mon 
the terrorist into a tom tit, 


go 


I had coffee this morning with adam Regard, Celeste having 
on a frolic to Alexandria for the day. There seems to have been 
much participating in the Fair in town this week on Celeste's part, 
and that in spite of the heavy raiii3. Madam Regard said Celeste pi 
to spend two or three days in Dallas next week, some of her friends 
on some sort of a convention or business meeeting and she going alo 
for shoping, the theatre, etc. On the following week they go to 
Mansura, mother and daughter, for All Saints, a fter which Celeste 
plans a couple o three days in Mew Orleans, primarily to entertain 
at some night club or other far people in that area who were among 
group doing the European jaunt in August andSeptember, Poor 
Madam Regard says she isn t strong enough for such concentrations 
of travel and partying Poor, fragile little old lady, 

I think of her and of M a dam Marco and wonder how it is that people 
of their years and in such unlike circumstances somehow get caught 
a nd squeezed in the jig-saw puzzle whose crushing blocks Fate 
tries to jam together regardless to everyone s sorrow. And still t 
squirrel spins in its cage, coming out precisely where it went in 
without having gotten anywhere, and yet the frittering away of 
pent up energy may well be set down as an advantage not 
to the squireel, of course, but to the associates of the squirrel 


who might otherwise have gone 
no wheel for said squirrel in 


nuts, 

which 


as 

to 


it were were there 


spin . 


I laughed in my beard this evening when I contemplated a qui 
letter I dashed off to Robina, I was glad to have her letter and 
by chance, just as I had finished reading it. Father Lyons of 
Cloutierville, telephoning from next door, asked if he might 
come to chat with me a dab. He might, *nd so, while awaiting hi 
advent, I knocked off my hurried response to little Miss D e nholme 
stopping to think about my margins only when folding the letter. 
They were unusually wide on the left and non-existent on the ri gh 
fear the lady on taking one glance at the epistle's appearance wi 
simply throw up her hands and give me up as a bad job t 
, -t ; y T . &<•. ,v:. \ 

But speaking of margins, I must now> roll up my sleeves and 
set about getting the stationary properly adjusted in order that 
go to work on the day s mail,,,,,,. 


ck 


t, 
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Friday, October 15th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

The two ladies Robina mentioned as threatening to honor 
me today nver showed up, I am pleased to report, what with 
plenty of other things not on my calendar but which had a way 
of filling in my daylight hours, 

' - ■ ■ ' ■ * ' • ' <. 

What with having summer one day and winter the next, the 
up-surge of of vim and vigor coming with the cooler days 
and increased ozone in the atmosphere impelled me to undertake 
no end of gardening that precluded pil rims, al though I had some 
of them, too. It was so odd to have the thermometer drop to 45 
last night and never get about 69 today, in spite of the cloudless 
blue in the heavens and no end of dazzling sunshine # Cold winds 
blowing off the Montana ice cakes must have won a temporary victory 
of the solar heat and we are promised like readings for both 
tonight and tomorrow, 

Charles Cunningham telephoned me this morning about some 
historical point, .e said he is planning to publish Father 
Callahan's book and asked if I objected to the use of the 
photograph of mine, take.n of the Church from this side of the river. 
Then he went a step further whereupon I never fell out of my 
chair at the potential storms that probably are just in the offing 
or, more precisely, as soon as the volume appears. He mentioned he 
was (stying a cut of Beaufort as an illustration of how 
Marie i’herese's architectural innovations had influenced Cane 
River planters in the building of their own home3, *rom my 
dictation Father Callahan had written that descendants of M a rie 
Therese had unwittingly+paid her homage in the second and third genero 
by copying the general lines of her African styled home when erecting 
their own mansions which is ture, But Father Callahan, it seems, has 
touched up the text in spots and in this instance, has stretched the 
African influence up the Joyous Coast to cover Bermuda homes. 

Can you just picture the yell that Beth will utter when she reads 
in the history books that her fine mansion was "nigger" inspired. 

Of course the book in print will contain many of my paragraphs 
without any notations as to F a ±h e r Callahan's additions and 
something tells me the fat will be in the fire when 8ome of hi8 
own arabesques are hitched on to my phrases and the 'Mole 
thing is reoc '-y some members of the community, 
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Within the next hour I an going to feel wonderfully noble 
when I attach today's mail which calls for half a dozen answers, 
And the reason for my sensation of nobility will stem from the 
fact that this noon I shimmed through a page of a booh that 
came this morning which called forth the greatest self control 
to restrain me from charging slap through the thing, It 
is "Lelia" by Andre Maurois and I didn t discover why this title 
was given the booh which, in reality, is a biography of 
Jeorges Sande, copyrighted ii i 1953 and read by none other 
than your friend, A, Scourby, Esquire, 

I suppose ’tuch of my momentary enchatment with the opening 
chapter of the booh stems from the fact that he quote a letter or 
memoire of the daughter of the Itarechal d& Saxe, describing her 
life in lie de France, —mostly at Auteuil, I think, covering the 
years between the 1760's and 1780's. and particularly the 
of her married life and 


_ particularly the delights 

the praise of her husband, some 30 years her s 


of the 
presents 
have pictured 


Somehow this memoire plus, I suppose, the build up 
authors quotations from other historical documents, 

an image that tends to confirm so much of what we _ ,_ 

as the delightful aspects of the 18th century, Ihe booh can t 
possibly maintain this level tltroughout but that doesn't matter, 
for one can frequently turn bach to this memoire in the early 
portion of the volume and re-capture the rosey pastel of 
an age that seems to have been so wonderful in so many aspects, 

I was vastly relieved to hear Ed, Murrow report that hurricane 
Hazel had stuck land Horthof the Cooper and had or was about to pass 
west of the Hudson, I h a ve scant luck in ever finding news casts 
on Sa>turdays and Sundays a nd shall therefore probably miss many of 
the details about the career of the storm, I am ^ Idmg 
the thought that if buildingsgtoist be flattened, ihey may be those 
that are replaceable and not the far too few monuments of another day, 

I saw Celeste for a few minutes at the coffee hour but 
she is rather too busyat the moment for needless chatter, what 
with having %ome of the rooms of the house re-furbished or repainted 
or some such, the necessity of investing in a new dining room table 
„nd antique chairs, etc,, and besides she was flying off to town, 
bent on a variety of things, including the extraction of a tooth 
and making preportions for the morrow's weekly birdge game, etc,, etc. 
How dreadful would be her plight if ever the appeal of a Uaurois 
life of Madam Sande should slow n p the whirling wheel 


\$y, 


i i 


5 sr 


OCH 

.es 


Sunday, October 17th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

The week end was cool and cloudless, Tomorrow we 
a return of summer. So be it, for, after a ll, it is a 
for winter but just right for Indian Summer, 


are promised 
little early 


There was a dab of excitement on Friday night a little after 
midnight when 13 bales of cotton burned on the ramp beside the gin. 

In this year of short crops, this would really represent a depressing 
loss but, as might be expected, the' whole collection was covered by 
insurance, 

■ . r.' v 'j ' . ■ : 5 ■ '' .b i.*.' Vj '• 

On Saturday morning, I shepherded 30 of the Oklahoma basket ball 
players on a tour. Some of them could comprehend what it was all abou 
but only some. At midnight the plantation bell had rung to arouse the 
people to help put out the fire, Mine hours later the plantation 
was thrown into a mild flurry when one of the big dumb half backs 3imp. 
had to ring the old bell attached to the African House, I discouraged 
him from that form of diversion as soon as possible but the alarm, of 
course, had already produced its effect and plantation folks came scur 
ing from all directions, I think Emily Post might include a chapter 
in her famous book covering how footb 11 players, —I guess I said basi 
ball players inadvertently above, - should perform when in their role > 
pilgrims, so unsuited to their nature. As the years jog along and 
it becomes more and more the custom to visit shrines, this chapter 
could really be well included in the atheltic sedtion of our colleges. 

This noon a couple of delightful ladies appeared from Europe on t) 
way home to Houston, One reminded me so much of Miss Myra, it was 

but natural that t>'.ce T aame within an inch of calling her by that nai 

' 

On the gallery at yucca she mentioned the work being done by 
a couple of women's clubs, perhaps the E, A, R, or some such, in Texas 
it 3 eems one group is resotring a building of the 1850's and the other 
is doing the g rdeis. She was delighted to tell me about the project, 
for, as she explained, she felt sure 2- knew nothing about the identity 
of the building since I had never explored Texas, She confided to me 
y. ’ ■ ' .5'! .? i Ci ", O' 01 v: 
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I enclose the Chicago, not Detroit letter, If not convenient to 
bopy between now and the first of the year, just return and I shall 
borrow it later, I have taken the address and shall write the gentleman 
tonight, If a 11 extra copy could bemade, that would be fine, but 
the transcription can wait until after the holiday if more 
convenient, 


that the Government of Louis Phillipe in the 1850's had built an 
embassy or legation there and that is the building and gardens being 
restord, It obviously g a ve her so much pleasure to acquaint me with 
the historical fact about the official residence of the representative < 
France in the Free State of Texas "way back yonder" that I responded wi~ 
appropriate "Ha!,s and "Oh'si a nd thus our tour got under way again, 

I honestly hadn t been thinking of the pictorial screen in my boudoir 
of the Mississippi Valley and it just chanced that as the ladies stepper 
into the room, the one who had been giving me the particulars chanced t< 
glance at the panel of the screen wherein I had placed the building of 
which she spake J 3ome 25 or 20 years before, You can well imagine how 
astonished she was when she caught sight of it and how shame-faced I wat 
for not having told her I was acquqnted with it, but we all laughed togt 
and the tour went on its merry way, 

.; . >•! i ... \ .■ : 2 r.: 

* * 

On Saturday night I was delighted to find .a quiet hour to explore 
a couple more chapters in the Maurois volume. It is well written and 
prob a bly contains more direct quotations and at greater length that 
mein lieber Zweig would have included but I like the inclusion of just 
as much as possible since not many books of Sande correspondence will 
probably be available on Talking n ooks. 

Somebody has said that in order to write a good biography, the autl 
must either mightily love or hate the character being worked over, 
Maurois obviously admires Sande and undoubtedly loves her, too, and in a 
doing conforms to the requisite element mentioned above, 

- , , 

I got to bed early enough to hear Mr. Truman s speech from K a nsas 
city. It was broadcast over some station geared too close to another 
which wa 3 constantly horning in on the speech with hill billy non-sense . 
and so I got only sketches here and there. Perhaps is was in part due 
to this poor reception that gave me the impression the ex-President 
was not ~,uite up to his former vigor. He stumbled once or twice, which 
was no different from orations in earlier years, but somehow the absence 
of a certain abandon and enthusiastic digression of former speeches seer, 
lacking, I thought the speech good'in spite of these drawbacks. It 
is doubtful in my mind, however, if any speeches by anybody beating the 
election d.rum3 cuts much ice so late in the campaign, I have long felt 
that the public mind has usually been made up at least two or three 
months prior to election day and while it is true that applecarts can 
be up-set at the last moment, still I believe that such contributions 
to political good feelings as injected by Secretary Wilson last week mer 
tend to jell a little harder the ge eral nature of the political mind 
which has already been formed. 

Across the fence we had to wait supper a little later than usual 
tonight as . H, must h a ve been dwaddling by the wayside. It now approc, 
the hour for Meet the Press and after accomplishing a few little chores 
I turn to it and my down couch,,,,,*. 


Monday, October 18th, 1954, 




na 

r im 
t 
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Memorandum : 

How nice to find your air mail of the 14th in today's post. 

It is so kind of you to find time in spite of the mad rush to 
let me know you are making it alright. From this I assume 
your cold was conquored in part at least and by now I am 
hoping it completely a thing of the past, 

I am distressed that I failed to report the arrival of 
the photographs, as I apparantly neglected to do. Belatedly may I 
say that they did indeed arrive in perfect order and were just 
as perfect as the others. It seems so strange that. I did not 
thank you in the Sunday letter which you had received on the day you 
wrote, I would have sworn on a stack of Bibles that 1 had done so 
but as there were, a couple of interruptions on that Sabbath evening, 
it is obvious that I had merely "written n bout them in my mind" and 
had failed to jot it down on paper, 

• 

The reason I thought I had acknowledged their receipt was 
based on the fact that I had supposed I had related thecircumstance3 
of that Saturday morning when I took the envelope I had prepared for 
shipment of one of them to Mrs, Stirling in order that I might 
3lip the in-coming print into an envelope addressed to her so 
that she would have it on Monday morning in case she wished to use ii 
for publicity instead of the photo of the final sketch, which, as 
her subsequent letter revealed she did not. Be that as it may, the 
package from you arrived on Saturday and I accordingly slipped it 
into the w a iting envelope, that is one print, and so start d it 
right off then and there. This made a strong impression on me 
because within the hour after the departure of the postman, 7 rs, 


Stirling herself arrived with her Minnesota guests. 


known 


that she was coming, naturally, I 
the print in that morning's post 9 


should have not bothered to send 


The important thing is that they are to hand, safe and sound, and 
I sincerely apologize for h a ving wool-gathered when writing you 
on Sunday night, 

A ■ ' . „ , ,.v e-s . •' .i \9- -A- i- ■ (Ur. cc, 

am glad y 0 u found ijhe revised statement for the copyright 
in order and if you havqn t already been able to send the same to Wash 
I again urge you not to push yourself on that score, for the time elem 


I 
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in filing this application is not at all pressing in veiw of subsequent 
news coming to hand from Natchez.. We shall eventually dispose of the 
Hatches items themselves but the job will be a little onger that 
would have, had not the unexpected shower of merchandise of like 
nature catap lted on our heads so unexpectedly . 


it 


iee» 
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uesday, October 19th, 1954. 


a9- ■ 






1 o;, 




With things spinning at such a pace both up town and down, I 
can well imagine how difficult it is to aniticipate 2 seconds in advance 
I pray you not to try to write until, —if ever, - something vaguely 
usggesting a normal routine returns. A card flow and, then to indicate 
your head is still above water would be nice but don t try to undertake 
letters although, it goes without saying, that when the opportunity 
arrives, I shall be doubly interested to hear more about aspects 
of life down town. 

v . • t. 

Along about now, I suppose, a party is in full swing across the 
fence. I was bidden but of course declined although I was delighted 
to supply a 3 a center piece for the table a big tray of attr ctively 
sized gourds, that is the varrations in sizes, types and colorings gave 
the mound of things a pretty appearance. Celeste s flowers had all pluy< 
out and so 1 supplied much vases of butterfly lilies which seem to be 
wondeful at the moment, standing on stalks about 5 to 6 feet in height 
and thqir snowy clusters 8 to 10 inches across, 

I didn t cut them until first dark so that they would exude a maximum 
of freshness and perfume at 7 o'clock when the party was supposedly to 
get under way, I suppose it was much after 6 o clock when I was there 
but Celeste was still in town Party plans and travel talks go on apace, 
with October and November pretty u eil filled in'the lady's calendar and 
today I hear that Friday, Saturday and Sunday of ‘1‘hanksgiving week will 
just right for Lake Charles and there was even talk, —1 assume it may b 
only talk but one never knows, about another shriner jaunt next summer, 
Rio de Janero, It's all so mad hatter-ish. 

i. t 

Instead of partying tonight, I look forward to reading a few more 
page of Lelia, or however it is spelled, for your friend, A, Scourby, pn 
nounces it Lay-lyah. Uaurois selected this name for the Sande biography 
as it was the title of one of her novels in which she did a self portrai ■ 
of herself when about 30 , full of a» emotionalism over which she could 
exercise no control, Lelia and her creator were women who were all 
torn up because they could get no satisfaction out of the love which com 
them, Sande, like her creation, made frantic efforts to experience 
the satisfaction she sought but never could achieve it. As Uaurois 
points out, Sande was consumed with a desire to find a lover who would 
be her absolute master but, paradoxically enough, that was impossible, 
for if such a man should be found, Sande would no longer be Sande, what 
with the personality she possessed of simply having to be master herself, 
but the page is consumed and I must break off, I'm so thanksful to 
know you are making it . 


V . 1 


Memorandum: 

Came a package in today's parcel post section which set me 
to thinking that in times to come when we have had an opportunity 
to gain a perspective on our. labors, our hopes, our disappointments 
and our determination to make the best out of the Mansions of 
Natchez, we shall find all mixed up in the blood, sweat and 
tears an occasional slice of humor bringing merriment m the after¬ 
glow, 

• 

/l?id at the moment, today's package appears to be one of these. 
And since you could scarcely gues whence it coni came or what 
it contained, I shall hasten to say it was from the Copyright 
Office a nd it contents were two . Feliciana plates. 

Had the Natchez numbers arrived, I should have taken that more 
or less as a matter of course. But as there has been no communicatior 
bout the Feliciana item, it was the last thing in the world I 
had expected and the wonder I felt on finding these too items and 
how they should be to hand before any letter about them, I continue 
to remain as puzzled a 3 when I opened them. Perhaps there will 
be some explanation on the morrow. If so, I can foresee but two 
lternatives, either they have received the official approval 
which wouldn t seem likely since the application for copyright was 
more or less identical with those of the Natchez design alrea y 
rejected or else the application was not approved and they 
sent the Ik along without bothering to follow in the steps of mem 
lieber Abraham who did take the trouble to write and sent new 
n plications. Naturally , I laugh in my beard every time I glance 
in their direction . Perh a ps tomorrow s post will throw some light 
on the contents of'this surprise package, — I hope. 


The fi 
letter rom 
are the one 
quantities 
the harden 
to be given 
what gives 
only plate 


rst class mail brought little of interest. I enclose a 
the harden Club which adds nothing new. The Dixons 
s who introduced the Vernon Kiln item in such 
and so unexpectedly. As Harriet is a member of 
Club, something tells me, our product isn t likely 
any great advantage in the sales promotion. I suppose 
it any place at all is the fact that it probably is the 
that features exclusively the Garden Club houses. 


I 
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p. s. m ■ 

Hot a peep from tUe opyrightabout the Feliciana, 

plates coming to hand from there yesterday. How odd, 


Our Indian summer continuesits invigorating 
course with day time readings in the 80's and the night lows around 
the mid 50's. Heedless to say, this sort of thing provides endless 
sest for gardening. By some odd twist, pilgrims seem ever so rare t 
days, thus enabling one to get tangled up in all sorts of things wou 
having to untangle every five minutes, which is certainly a 
greathelp so far as actually getting anything accomplished is 
concerned. 

5 i »l *. ^ ^ ., '■ 2 L.. 

I was sorry to learn that the lady doctor isn t doing well. 

Her b a by was scheduled for December arrival but she was taken to 
the hospital yesterday and it was thought a miscarriage or a deliver 
might be effected today. I am holding the thought she may have 
better luck this time, for her other failures, 1 believe there were 
all tended to depress her exceedingly. 

I got around to read some more from the Maurois opus last 
night. Anybody writing about Georges Sand has a heap of, shall we 
say, unconventional material to handle and Maurois apparently has 
done endless research on his subject. ‘Ihere is one section which 
could be pretty cstr crude if handled by hands other than those of 
a n artist. Maurosie, being one, carries it off very neatly and even 


with a da 3 h of humor which undoubtedly helps a lot. 
to do with S a nd's desire, folJcvir g her break v' tl J 
r r-lcse hv'+rj "’"‘"j 'hr cry! J r *r rp 'c * vF v'ic 


It had 

vn*jcv, 
- r* it 

v . w 


rj-Sf ? ;<!’■ eJy ha! tPcec rente 1 j ‘f+r . >-><' 'rte-Pcu v , it 

.. t t' n_- c-.err+j * ~+reei- ~ t ’ wife of Victor Hugo, tried, as 

friend of la Band, to engineer a liason of mutual satisfaction for 
the lady ,and Prosper erimeee but that ended in a fiasco before it e 
really got going, although it had approached a point that 
m^de 'Withdrawal slightly ridiculous. Disappointed in that effort, i 
wasn t long afterward, following a visit to her home and husband 
at Hohant, that the lady decided to travel to Venice with 
Alfred de Musset with whom she thought she had fallen in love, 
but the Mussset business went on the rocks in Italy where the 
poet fell ill, to be nursed with tenderness by his mistress who 
somehow, during his recuperation, fell 4n love with his physician. 
Poor Georges t with such tremendous energy, such q remarkable mind, s 
G n idealist and, withal, such, a bag• I am anxious to get on 
to the time when Delacroix sets up his studio in her place at Hohant 
and to the liason with Chopin but I suppose there are many an advent 
to.be encountered before reaching the painter and musiciana. 

;\ . t r i J'.ti'A V " Li I,*‘ g‘>: 

Following the legal separation of Georges from he husband, 
Franz List 2 , in {Switzerland with Madame d'Agoult and their daughter, 
insisted George join them for a vacation wbtich she did. Wasn t 
one of the Li s*t-d'Agou'lt daughers to become Frau Richard Wagner. 
What a mad collection of celebrities..... 


Wednesday, October 80th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

.As near as I can figure it, I must be scheduled to receive 
a banana, a peach and & apple by the end of the week. I find myself 
counting on this because that came my way when I did my last bit 
of antique baby sitting a few weeks back. Tonight I went back 
to my former employment, as Celeste is in Dallas for three days. 

Madam Regard is delighted at this opportunity to be alone. She t seems 
to have quite a case of the sniffles but fortunately she doesn t seem 
to have any chest cold. 

J. H. is supposed to return from Hew rleans sometime tonight. 

He went there yesterday, I am told, to make arrangements for 
a trip to Japan. his seems to be on noe official business, just 
q pleasure trip because he has never seen the country, urn m m m..... 
We have not been able to get anyone to help mfJKor least a half 
day during the past several weeks at gardentuff^r giving a hand to 
this house or any of the several others. I pierce this sentence in 
the same paragraph with the foregoing one even though it may 
„ppear to lack coherence. 

' • • ' r t "i* V l • • \ \ 'V » • *,\ * o • » • ». Vi 

• 

I am truly sorry to report that the lady doctor's child was 
born prematurely and that the b a by boy died a few hours after 
birth. This is doubly regrettable because the sorrow and 
disappoint of the baby's death will probably have a very prolonged 
and depressing effect on the lady who wanted so much to 
have a child of her own. 

s\ . -J F,,0 1$ ^ 4 » C • C, i 

I had a pleasant visit on the part of Father Wroble, the 
Polish priest, from across the way. When I spoke to the 
Times on Saturday regarding the placing of an advertisement, 

Charles Cunningham told me that although the cost of the 

printing of the St. Augustin book had been covered by advertisements 

already contracted, he knew that an extra half page was still a vailab 
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and after we had discussed the plate to be used, etc*, in 
the notice I was to insert, he advised me to take up the matter 
of payment with Father Callahan, I did this and he said some menber 
of the Church whom I did not know, was accepting tlte 
fees and suggested I contact that person, I pointed 
I should find it simpler simply to send the money to 

, I left the envelope with Madam Regard, 
to see her. And so he came to see 
an envelope, saying that h.e had often 
giving material for the book, that he 


advertisement 
out that 
him and 


he said that was alright 
as the priest was coming 
me today. He handed me 
been present when I was 


in which I had contributed to it and 

that 

i 

no money would be received by St, Augustin 

to have the advertisement appear in the book. The envelope, 
as I found on opening, of course, contained the money I had forwarded 
and I thought it very kind of the gentleman. 


was conversant with other ways in which I had contributed to it 
that on his.own hook be was absolutely determined 

~ ’ ‘ received by St, Augustin s from me for paying 

The 


I read some more fvorn the Maurois opus last night, 

I think it would enjoy by scant popularity with American readers exct 
those who are familiar with some of the liteary and musical 
celebraties of the first half of the 19th century in France, 

It is sexy enough for the salacious, I suppose, but they would 
probably get bored before they ever got much into that, I 
find that one reason why I like the book so much is because it 

seems to serve as an arch spanning the void of my knowledge between 

its two bridge heads of the .end of the 18th century and the 

middle of the 19th, My entussiasm for the first chapter, I find, 

remains as fervent as on the initial reading, for I re-read it 
„gain last night, and the closing paragraphs of that first chapter 
giving q picture of domestic felicity in the household of 
Georege s Hand s grandmother's pre-Revolutionary household is 
delightful. As for the body of the autobiography itself, Maurois 
has given a pretty good glimpse of a nature that is almost 
impossible for anyone to grasp _ an achievement ofno little 
remarkableness At the same lime, the .author makes me want 
to read the biographies of some of Sand s friends, particularly 
Balzac, and perhaps I shall be able to absorb the ^weig study of 
the latter one day. How wonderful it would have been had 
Zweig also wirtten a biography 0 f,Sand so that we might compare his 
treatment and interpretation of this remarkable women with 
the full length portrait of the other biographer s. 


Do stop me, I pray, 
stuff I am reading . 


if I am talking your ear off about 


P, S, !Jo, 8 • 

.ti 

Instinct impelled me to pass by again to see that every thing 
was alright across the fence. 

The lady had had a chill, A dab of whiskey seemed to be 
the first thing and then to bed with adequate coverings to 
insure warmth. 

She felt she would probably drop off to sleep readily 
'but said she preferred to lock her door as, it seems, is her custom 
on retiring, 

I think I mentioned the lady doctor is in the hospital where 
her premature baby boy died a few hours following birth, 

Were she practicing, I should call her tonight but as I 
think the whiskey and sleep may be the best thing for the 
patient, I shall let her rest . 

I shall make rounds every SO minutes until o, H, 
retruns home, —as he left bis car in Alexandria and flew to New Grlec 
I suppose he may not be expected back here before midnight, 

We arranged that should the lady need anything, she would turn 
on the light by her bed. Having he door locked, of course, makes it 
impossible for me to have a look for myself without disturbing her, ai 
I don t want to knock on her door if she is asleep, and I should like 
to avoid having her get out of the bed to unlock her door under 
the circumstances induced by the chill and the treatment thereof. 

The sky is beautifully dusted with stars and 1 don t mind 
making the frequent rounds although, save for the reassurance of 
an unlighted window, it does seem slightly on the futile side. 

What a commentary on the life we lead . What a sense 
of responsibility it quickens within me and how sorry I feel for 
the poor, sweet lady, 85 years old, all alone and nobody to nurse 
her adequately Somehow it takes me back to the years between 
1945 to 1948 and especially the autumn of 1948, 

I have heard it said people ttave children by design, by accident 
and sometimes as an insurance against old age. Obviously not 
all the latter policies pay off. 

And sometimes when examining my own short-comings, I 
discover I'm just as bad as Celeste since 3he is forever studying 
^bout how she can get into the big road and with equal digiligence, 
I'm trying to think of ways of avoiding it. 
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He says he flies to San Francisco and continues by American Airways 
to Honolulu, ■‘■okio, Hong Kong, Rangoon, Calcutta, Hew Delhi, 

Karachi, Damascus, Cairo, Tunis and Hew York. He plans to be 
gone a month f he says. Probably 80 days will be nearer it. He 
says he is going alone. 'He says. 

jls for my own travels, I made the journeys back and forth across 
the gardens last night that when the appropriate hour arrived 
for folding up my beard and calling it a day arrived, I found 
I was quite out of touch with whatever, aside from weariness, to go 
to sleep. And so I turned withpleasure .to exploring the Maurois 
account of the Sand-Chopin friendship that lasted q years without 
killing either of them although Chopin's cough wasconstantly threaten i 
to carry him off a^d Sand's.expenditure of maternel love and tendernet 
for or on would have prob a bly wrekced almost anyone possessed 
of lesser energy than mein lieber George f a fid I suppose nobody of 
her century, --man or woman had half so much. 

There w a s a statement which I didn't understand very well 
in the chpapter before the Chopin business which continues to 
puzzle me. Malfille, who preceeded Chopin a s Sand's companion for 
.some time is set forth by Maurois as a dreole of lie de France who can 
to France, etc., etc. '1'here must be some island in the Western hemisi 
by such a name for at the moment the only He de France I know is 
the region encicling Paris. I must explore this point further. 

So far as I know, the word "creole" was only applied to those born 
of European parentage in the Western hemisphere, such as Josephine m 

There is much talk on the Shreveport station these ays about 
the State Fair which opens this coming Saturday and runs for a week 
which ju3t about takes it to the Saturday corresponding to the one 
in 7 939 when Robina met me at the train. Getting off that train 
in Shrqveport seems like ?uite a while b a ck and yet, oddly enough, or 
it isn t so odd, the boarding of that train in Penn Station 
the gray fur collar and all, seem but yesterday. How wonderful th t 
Dime has influence at all sometimes and how grateful we are that 
t is is so°and that in other situations, it sweeps■ things away with 
such speed. 

’ »o Q ' V’c. •- '..o 4 <- •' J '■ '• 

As between this paragraph and the above, I have just made 
another round across the gardens. My patient, I think, is sleeping. 
And now before m a king preparations for going to bed, I am going to 
h n ve fun going through all the "flying saucer" pictures, - 
from b a ck then until tod a y.'s gift. Mhat a delicious feeling th*y invt 
each the talisman of a relation which 15 years served but to 
solidify....... » • 


of 

/ 




0 . 


Friday, October 82nd, 1954. 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your long weekkend letter in today s post. It 
has been just like having a good chat and I am delighted to be brought 
up to date on so many points about which you were so thoughtful to 
include. 

* * j. ■ * **■ ■ 

And thanks very much, too, for settling one or two points about 
which I inquired. I shall set aside three of the Hatches and one of the 
Feliciana plates and shall sequester some other of this initial 
issue against some future delivery. 

MvB £ J •'Vi Si 0 r \ i '£9S.'.'. •vrf |«U0$ 1U- fr". • Si - 0-' y •• : Ui'V. 

And how sweet of you to think of me in regard to the 
"Children of Strangers" item. I expect it will probably be traveling a 
little more leisurely than letters. 

. ' l > • , , . A' | ,U « \ ‘ ’ *« Vi <1 • It O' ' | l 

Qlj I T J, Afe | • (j 1 So V '• . i * 1 *> ’ : • •? v • ia V* • ' » 

I continue to ponder and puzzle over my failure to mention receipt of 
the Feliciana photographs when I wrote on Sunday following their receipt 
on Saturday. I can only attribute my failure to do so to the fact 
that 1 experienced an interruption while writing, for I remember so well he 
in my mind if not not paper, I h a d sent by x telepathy the curious doings 
of rushing about to have the envelope for rs. Stirling already and 
how extracted one of the prints from your envelope, slipped it in the 
one prepared for her, and got it off in the nick of time' so as to reach 
her, on Monday when, to my surprise, the lady herself appeared at my 
door but an hour after the mail had departed. But I am so glad to 
have the extra copies although I regret the overtime could not have all bee 
devoted to the one who had earned it. Still, these extra copies will 
come in so timely as I push the Feliciana publicity. And I m glad that 
the additional ones are to hand, too, because I contemplating them 


the additional ones are to hand, too, because I contemplating them 
on their arrival, an idea or two struck me as to how this design 
may eventually be used to advantage in another medium or two, and had 
the additional copies not come to hand, I doubt if the idea would ever 
have struck me. I shall eventually go into this at a subsequent sitting. 

In the mean time, may I again say how much I appreciate these items, both 
for themselves and for the symbol for which they stand by way of such 
generous '\thoughtfulne3S and devotion. 

• t t . 

I am so glad you gave, me a little glimpse at how things are swirling 
next door and news of the impending visit from the ancient bird along 
at ‘1‘hanksgiving time. I expect parents are even more concerned over the 
advent of their onlQ's child's first offspring than perhaps the 
prospective mother herself and her concern for the impending 
event, I shall say a special .bead before the Blessed Martin that 
.the aforementioned blessed event may be consumated with all the success and 
good luck which, unfortunately, did not obtain in the case of the ladydoct 
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I had heard nothing at all about the "dams papers and their 
publication. Mow thirlling that both the Jefferson and Adma papers 
should be transposed into print within the same generation for it will alway 
stand as rich diggings for unimagined numbers of students in the 
years ahead. And somehow it seems so sentimentally perfect that both 
of the old friends should have this preservation for their papers taking 
place at the same time, and doubly so since both of them star .started 
out on their heavenly journey so many miles apart but both on the sane 
4th of July fii the identical year of 2826. 

.1 ii,„, ■ ■ .iloi; •, ' ■ t e o ,*vv v'.-'... ■ ; ' ■ 

I had not heard of Mr. Stevenson's near miss in the accident you 
reported and of course the newws about the little 17th or 18th century 
theatre which had been purchased in Europe and shipped to Serasota # 

Private theatres both in town houses and at country places seem to have enjo 
so much popularity during the 18th century, For the firsttime in my 
life, I find myself wondering if modern country homes in America include 
little theatres t It would seem that more than ever they should have a place 
in such establishments, what with private movie presentations being so 
often on the docket. I shouldn't be opposed to having private 
theatres for TV presentations where one s guests could retire to 
concentrate on them, for, to be ruite frank, I can think of few things 
more unsatisfactory that sitting in a living room with a flock of 
people who ostensibly are concentrating on TV, although it ip all the 
time perfectly obvious that about half of those present aren t at all 
interested in the program that chanees to be on the screen and those 
who might be are probably distracted by those who aren t inteested and 
therefore are poisoning the atmosphere with their indifference. 

Anyone would rightly .dub me crazy on hearing me advocate privacy for TV rece 
or public halls for the same purpose but this I believe and I can 
think of but one sympathic soul with whom 1 could really share my radio 
programs, let .alone the pictorial medium. 

' i. • - • --o ie . •• 

I am glad to report that my patient, although a little unsteady, is 
up and about and when I left her an hour back, was going to t ry her hand 
at writing a letter or two before retiring. It is expected the 
gypsy will be putting in an appearance tonight but .nobody knows when, of 
course. 

• ^ •».. ■ - i >• 'J 1 ' j 1 0 , 4 -. ! • • 1 • - - 

The ecnlosure from Carolyn speaks for itself but throws little certaint 
on the subject as to when, if ever, she will get to Mew York. My guess is t 
it will be well into Movember if at all. The letter came today, I read 
it tonight. The mail leaves in the morning of Saturday, and how could I let 
her know anything by Saturday in response to .her letter. I hope she 
doesn t pass this way, for the week ends are qlways a shambles. I shall 
probably answer her letter Sunday if she hasn t shown up by then and by then 
she probably will be in Mew Orleans. But I must fold. Mow happy you have 
my impending hours for re-reading your perfectly elegant letter . 


UlU 
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From where I sit, it would appear I calculated wrong when 
I anticipated getting A.peach, A banana and A apple. 

Sometime after dark, the WhirlingDervish returned home and 
was not at all pleased with the care expended on her Mother. The 
latter was up and doing but when the daughter learned she had 
remained in the bed for a day or two, she flounced about at a great 
rate, 3 aying she .wasn t ever going to be able to go anywhere, not 
knowing if adequate mffdical attention would be provided for 
anyone ailing during her absence, etc., etc., etc. It was all 
very stupid and boring and I withdrew without too much delay. 

,r ' s' 1 i< . 3 ■ N ft • *-0 4 • 1 40ft" 

I had hoped that by Sunday evernthing f might berosey again, 
but I was wrong . At dinner Celeste wou'ldn t eat. Aid so J• M. wouh 
eat. And that made it just dandy for Madam Regard, Pat and me. A nd 
nobody said anphing and that was dandy, too. J. M. and 
Pat finally left and Celeste threw herself on my shoulder to weep. 

It seems J. M. had invited he.r to run up to the Fair this afternoon, 
saying that afterwards he would stop to see Dr. Wenk for a moment 
on business. Tfiat statement simply pulled down the^ house, for 
it seems he should have invited her to go the the Fair. Period. 

Then if he had to see Dr. Wenk later that would have been alright, b\ 
the way he asked her seemed to give the impression th t Dr. 

Wenk came before her in J. H.'s estimation. a ence no eating, no 
speaking and gneral tension. I must mark this 

date on my calendar as it is the first I can recall when the lady 
declined any suggestion to go any place at any time. 

In Friday's memo I intentionally did not respond to your inquir\ 
about the availability of small gourds, thinking that by tonight 
I would have something definite to say. The crop was short this yea\ 
in the tiny department and none of those lovely yellow bumpy ones. 

I did manage to get a tray of them for which , Celeste, asked when sheui 
giving hejr party last Monday night. Always in the past 3he has retu : 
such things the following day. I didn t see her until Friday 
, night and today, amjdst tears, when AaSked if I might relieve her of 
tray, she sobbed some more, and asked if she might keep them for anotl 
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I had a couple of sets of pilgrims who were pleasant enough, - 
udge Pierson and wife of the Los Angeles SuperiorC'ourt, whatever that 
a nd Dr, Franklin and wife of Dallas, but, sad to relate, his first name 
isn't Benjamin, but whatever happened to the Marshall Woman, 

I wouldn't know, After all, with her letter coming to hand on 
Friday and the next out-going mail on Saturday it would have been 
futile to write her regarding the week end since she couldn t possibly 
h a ve received the response before Monday, Of course there are such 
things as telegrams and telephone calls but I don t know her number 
and getting a wire to Old Bonita. would probably be more fantastic than 
from Natchitoches to Melrose, 

I was delighted to be able to get some reading done last night 
and having finished the Sand biography I found myself delighted with 
the avenues and vistas it had opened for me a nd Qet, with 
a single exception in the direction of Lyme, 1 can think of nobody 
to whom I would recommend the volume. For those who relish sex referer 
the seriousness of the study would make the search for the sexy sectior\ 
scarcely worth their while # For the average American who probably 
hasn't heard of half the prominent people who were her friends. 


the 


recitation of 
'phone book• 
of one 
I ever 
in the 
casual 


these names would mean little more than thumbing through 
Somebody said the 
of the Book of the Month 
knew who belonged to one 
volume that would impell 
reader is way off or else 


such people as I imagine. 


thing had been the selection 
Clubs * I cannot imagine a single perse 
of those things being able to find anyi 
them to read it. Either my estimate oj 
the book itself isn t so obscure for 


My chief regret in the volume is that Maurois didn t put in gobs 
more of description about the Sand home and especially the gardens at 
Madam Sand purchased a small property, I assume some miles from Nohant, 
where 3he could work without being bogged down by too many visitors, 
as was the case at Nohant a.nd Maurois did mention it, this 
smaller place was to her bhat Marly had been to the King after Versille} 
He should have given greater particulars about the province of Berri 
in, which Nohant is situated and some notion as to the distances between 
Nohant and Paris, 1 should think, 

M a dam Sand L (1804 - 1870%, although a» a rdent Republican, got on 
famously with Napoleon the 1'hird who received her privately and 
did a ll sorts of things for the benefit of her banished friends, 

A, Dumas, fils, was a frequent visitor at Nohant and he and his hostess 
to love going swimming together in the Indre, Do you eckon the averag 
reader would know that this author of L a u ame aux Camellias w a s 
a man,of color, what with A, Dumas, p,ere, being a mulatto, M a urois 
doesn t refer to the matter, I didn't know before that a ftussion princ 
with flaming hair and green eyes., —not to mention a 40 room house some 
.ill the Paris neighborhood fell madly in love with Dumas, fils t and that 
they were married, I didn t know before that Tourgeniev was a wecome 
visitor, along with Flaubert, etc,, etc, to Nohant, Well, so much 
for a literary evening, a s it were, But before having the final word, 
let me say how much 1 h a v enjoyed re-reading your week end letter and t| 
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Monday, October 25th, 1954, 
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o .sss v t . s. . - ' * - 

In order that you may be braced against 
a vaguely cumbersome package goes forward to 
with this letter. 


iS 


> oovi \p**J 

one of those fit 
are secured with 
to manage them alright, 
but placed a few paper 


3UO it si »' ; LTIg 

it, may I report that 
you in the same post 

eda ssib'tiiA 
".i;. sds 

otherwise 
bands, I hope 
As for the 
bags in the 


•%<> 

boxes , 
rubber 


bltiti ■, 


*. ■> ' L . Si lOO SJ'i It 0 SUSSit 

I placed the plates in 
unwrapped, but as the flaps 
you will find it convenient 
gourds, I packed them loose 

top of the package so that on opening the package, you may readily 
transfer them into same, I included a small pumpkin of dubious 
status, I think it has already started collapsing from within, 
and it may be too cumbersome to bother with anyway but as there was 
space and as it was to hand, I thought I would include it for the coir, 
even though after traveling for a week, it may have reached a 
state that is ‘plus que parfait", and if so, you will of course simply 
leave it with the outer wrapping when you dispose of them, I am 
apologetic for the persimmons a nd they, too, may wripen before reaching 
you but even so, £ did wanf you to glimpse some of "Arenbourg's 
finest n , even if they aren t much this year and although they may merit 
but a quick glance prior to disposal, 
j. £.jj\ «j bsilw.ftsr.i si* doidtv b. sfebsd »oti iuj \o itoissssss^ 

•43 coffee this morning, 1 found everything rosey, and Celeste had 
insisted , H, invite the pecane specialists for dinner wiifh t hem insteai 
as is usual, having them dine at the big house, 1'he lover s quarrel or i 
ever seems to be all over and forgotten, —surely by one participant, bw 
not by this innocent bystander who is 3till resentful of such tom¬ 
foolery and lack of regard for others. 


■ 

wi th 


D ut I didn t linger long as I had agreed to hold another conference 
the same attractive, intelligent nun who visited me a month or so bi 
I chanced to be at the Post Office when a car drew up at the front gate, 
depoisited one nun and then 3ped away, as said nun disappeared into the 
greenery of the gardens. She was waiting for me here at ucca when I 
arrived two minutes later, and she remained until noon. As these 
"gals" always seem to travel in pairs, I was enormously impressed 
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Tuesday , October 26th 


by this new wrinkle which surely must be exceptional , 

She is still combing the mulatto business with interruptions 
for flights to Chicago, Washington ajid the Lord knows where all. 

She, of course, had bumped up against the same wall of silence as soon 
as she really began trying to dig into matters on her own hook, 
but with what she had, as a nun of the atholic faith, and the 
faithful would tell her muc\f , —up to a point, - plus what I could 
strai ghten out and elongate for her, seemed to tie up quite a pretty 
piece of understanding for her. She digressed sufficiently to draw 
comparisons between the mulatto attitude here and some of the scholastic 
hurdles sha has encountered in her educational work. She said 
she has two or three very good friends on the college level, young 
ladies of Protestant faith and that she herself would feel it a crime 
to disturb their religious feelings since what they posssess obviously 
suits them to a T, She said that in the event their faith should 
ever impell them to seek a ssitance from her she would gladly give it 
whole heartedly but never would she a ttenpt to sell them anything 
they neither wanted or needed, Purely this is remarkable talk from 
one who has taken the veil, . 

<fe". •. 

Today's post didn t contain much but the news of Tommy's 
loss of a leg was depressing, I shall write him a letter tonight, 
hinting that misery ioves company, as Lyle used to say, when referring t 
h\m8elf, the Madam and me, as "the lame, the halt and the blind" and 
pointing out that since people living in glass houses shouldn't 
throw stones, I shall relate a silly tale recently coming to hand, to wi 

i . i: 1 . ; i; ; »• . :i" .l’. sdV •. V ’ . w V. V \ 

A king of one of the little South Sea islands somehow came into 
possession of an iron bedstead which he installed in his grass hut, 
even though that meant the elimination of his throne, what with the lack 
of space, Me accordingly had the throne hoisted up among the rafters of 
his thatched ,roof where it remained until one night when a big wind 
swept away the roof .and the throne came hurtling down on the King, 

And the moral of this tale is: "People who live in grass houses 
should never store thrones" • 

And if that ian t the height of foolishness, then I give up, 

r. -■ i 

*'v 91 v. 1,0 O r.O'.'t. 9 -I <’■ •' ■ ' ■ iU '' '• ' L*. L 

1 laughed more thafi Lora could have imagined when he was writing 
me about Dudley's new breakfast food, bearing the trade name of 
"Carryon" or however it is spelled, frankly, I am amazed somebody 
shuldn t have told Dudley of the existence of a perfectly good 
English word, - carion, which, a3 a breakfast food wouldnlt whet the 
apetite .. 


Memorandum : 

i . f\ ,• ", (,*> ;%• ■ {fy . .j ft firj •**If i tv 1 

Mow nice to find your gift package in this morning 1 s post. 

So carefully wrapped, the "Strangers 1 Children" traveled in perfect 
order and as A untied the string, 1 thought of the Madam and 
how, every time she received something from you and she untied it, she 
would stare off toward an unseen horizon and almost to herself remarki 

"I never untie anything from her that T don t feel a little 
closer in touch with the hands that tied up the package," 

•,ox> 1 sici U ni b.i r.- 1 h i-.M *’ bp, •$oV. &i ■?- acsi^' 1 ■ 1 

As for the book itself, I am really astonished in what state of 
perfection is appears although I have no doubt that it required 
considerable attention by the same true hands before it started 
on its way in this direction, what with all the years that have gone 
its date of publication and now, 

,k: ;V :-tui oA * it . bshoj'- " S •">' \ ■■ -■ b&vt' 

And so on all these several counts and not a few unexpressed, may 
I say how grateful I am not only for the book but doubly so for 
the thoughftulness that impelled you to send it to me, I shall ponder 
for a happy period as to its eventual disposition, 

1 ’ 1 ,vt a V* .); *V?) A ^ J*\ i ^ ■10 ‘ * !)Vj*T A i A 

Under separate cover, I a m sending along a communication from 
your friend, the Reverend Chimneystone, .Said gentleman is 
obviously posssessed of one of those legal minds about which 
Dora on occasion can go into raptures I pray you to discommode 
yourself not at all in handling this Ihird set of forms . If 
they get back to Washington in November or December it is all the same 
for, after all, the merchandise is up for sale, no matter what ( 
the legal mind con "study up" about dotting i's and crossing T's 9 One 
can only marvel at the speed and dispatch with which the Feliciana ite 
got through the official red tape and how the Natchez matter can 
get so completely tangled up in the stuff, 
w nci" oi. i-Hcii i iiiU i ol ;wu«»un bed 

Tfie way Governmental clerks can flounder around somehow brings 
to mind Ed, Morrow's closing remarks on his broadcast tonight j 
'91 jj* t noLuotii i. Aii.v..: tc i . oolir 

"In election years, we seem to have two holidays in the single 
first week of November, one on Halloween, one on election ‘day, 
laditsfs r. o.\w baiooL\ otu L: t ottr' .obooirt 

■\ ■ iiuooi e*no»99ico a ie c V a*Lr \i ai \o yi'-'doib o/Jr ABO 
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"On alloween people yometime3 put pumkins on their heads, on 
election day they don t have to," 

Everything next door continues "all sweetness and light" but 
n over-tone of regret that the social calendar is so demanding. 

It was in the 80's this morning at the coffee hour and we accordingly 
sat on the gallery. At the first sip of the brew, there was 
quite a flurry when at the far end of the gallery, Celeste sighted 
a poor little old green lizard, perhaps 3 inches in length. 

he knows I am opposed to killing them and 30 she forced poor 
Madam Regard to go into the house with her while I captured same 
a nd put it outside. She even insisted on closing the door on the g all 
for fear it might jupp in the house. *hat a ridiculous act about 
jiothikgat night I read for an hour but didn't get anything more about 
the house in "Bless Tfiis House" than I did in II rois ' account 
of IJohant. I dropped Frau Josiah Titzell a line the other day, 
suggesting she get busy on doing a book in which the house 
would be the pivotal point around which memories would swing 
for herself, using V uantness or whatever house she liked best and 
preferably one that would have some memories that would 
make the reader Hove both the house and its inhabitant. 


Wednesday, C c 0 6er 27th, 1954, 


reader llove both the house and its inhabitant. 


It would have enchanced my interest in Lelia ever so much if 
Maurois had only given an endless description of the garden and park. 

He did, mention, as I may or may not have remarked, that 
the little garden George ^and set aside for her granddaughter was 
called rianon and although a waterfall was mentioned, nothing else muc 
was presented by way of size, situation and contour to give the reader 
a ny notio n as to what the park was like, 

• c «[ c • t cv. ' ■ ) * , ‘ \ . i l ' »*. 

I think I didn't mention that one night last week over the 
Columbia station in New Orleans, —WWL, - I heard a symposium on 
"Why Does Anybody Read a Book" in which Prof, Smythe, author of "adame 
de Pompadour served as moderator, wit some publisher whose name I don 
recall f making up the most talkative member of the group which 
included Alice Walworth, Tess Craiger and Bob Tallant Bob 
expressed the thought that people read to escape but,*from what I 
hear, of B 0 b's Books, I might think up ~uite a few things even to 
road running to escapse reading a Tallant tale From what less Cxaiger 
h a d to say, and in view of other things she has Said in the past, I 
feel quite sure that her enthusiasm in books would cover all the titles 
eluding the Tallants, for which I wouldn't care 

- • . , -V - \ .. w , # , . . ■ -i %% . 

I heard tlte initial boradca3t of the Caixb Cabinet meeting re¬ 
broadcast late last night and wa3 floored when one member, perhaps Brow 
ask the Secretary of State if the Paris agreements would have to be rat 
before going into operation Of all the silly questions and doubly so 

failure of France recently to do just that made ‘the question incredible 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your letter in this morning's post and how 
noble of you to have made so many beautiful copies of the 
Landry-Vaccarim letter for me. 

V, -> -V ~.o\ lu aid a- 

I wonder how you find time for &ything at all, what with the 
whirly-gig that seems to be in full operation at all times, and 
a pparantly forever on one front with a pretty good chance of the 
same enervating sort of thing along a different pattern on another 
front. 

. • . *>•••• • 80.o»'" ”• > .‘.,.1K HO UaroCtU;*' 

I pray that you will always let things slide when 
things maintain too high a pitch and that you will always 
rest assured that anything having its origins in this direction 
are forwarded with the full understanding that they will 
be,given your attention only at such a time as may be con¬ 
venient for you. 

- 

I'm so glad you found the mulatto letter interesting, os I 
felt sure you would. It is such a splendid example of the 
frantic efforts forever being made by the people in that category 
to jack themsleves by hook or crook over on to the right side 

of the railroad tracks, —the right side as they see it, and yet 

always realizing,sub-consciously that no matter how intense the 
floundering, when they pause to catch breath, they will still be s2oj 
where they started. Hhen, too, that killing concesssion that there 
really was "a little negro blood" in Marie L her se coupled by 
the determination to maintain legality in h$r status of marriage • 

The poor things are so muc\f like so many white people, posssessed 
of everything except sense, people whom we know whose concept of 
values are just about as valid as those expressed in the letter. 

I continue holding the thought that the same correspondent may come 
through with a book in response to my letter # I am particularly 
in hopes a lot morrx more be done in the covered wagon department, 
for 1 thought that was wonderful I laughed in my beard as 
I thought of how white people are forever saying that people 

of color are alright in their place a?»d for once the white folks 

by this letter had their proper place pointed out to them, — 
in said "Caravan /es l'Ouest" as the French version of that old 
pi.cture,.The Covered Wagon, was styled. 
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Of course I was interested to learn you had read the 
abridged account of the Maurois opus in Reader s digest, I 
haven t read that magazine in some time but think 1 shall 
have a look at the condensation to get an idea how they 
handled it. 



Thursday, October 28th, 1954, 


A V 




\l> iqslHVOO 

• 5 k . 

t,;: o 0 \JW S:: *> b 

Ynn’Vi l 



I suppose they mentioned her second child, Solange, She 
„pparantly was cut much after the same pattern as the daughter 
of a famous lady of our time. From bits included in the 
biography, one gathers everybody loathed the daughter, and 
unlike the contempoary example, Madam Sand saw through her own 
offspring and on one occasion even went so far as to write hqr 
son, advising him not to eat or drink anything at his sister s 
table in Paris for fear the offspring of her own flesh and perhaps 
somebody else than her husband, might poi3on the food, 

;< V • . . ... , ' •; • -• 

Ora telephoned me today, the first time I had talked with 
her in some time, She didn't have anything in particular 
to say although she did tell me one amusing episode that 
happened on Friday nigh or perhaps on Mondag, when the resident 
of the local college had "open house" wherein all the gentry 
of the Parish were invited to a reception, There aren t 600 
or 700 members of the gentry, I think, but that many people were 
there and everything was formal and the little sandwiches, little 
cakes and things were tiny, dainty and delicious, 

One rather short matron whose husband is disportionately large, 
seemed a little resentful when she heard a couple of other laciies 
giggling about the terrific inroads the bulk of a man was making 
and had been making oi i the little sandwiches and cakes. According¬ 
ly she hastened across the room without the man seeing her 
approach, and tapping him unmercifully oil the shoulder exclaimed : 

"i never felt so embarrassed,,,,,,, ,yiou making a glutton of 
yourself and a laughing stock of us both, 

i v t • 

Picture the lady s astonishment when Fames Aswell, not her 
husband, turned about to face his accuser • f he lady gasped some sor 
of a fumbled apology aid slunk off as Mr, A, s face reddened and 
polite titters were suppressed by all within ear shot, 
v,i u%&£*»*?: ;>* liiXoU 8 .• '• r '• ; u '■ - 

I did want to say how glad I am you had an opportunity to see 
the Presidential cavalcade, think there is always something 
tremendously impressive in the sight of human repositories of power 
and besides when it is on parade with all the sirenes going, the 
escort of notables and secret police and endless appurtenances, 
one caii scarcely avoid a thrill that inevitably "hoovers over such 
a progress, I'm at the end of the page but may I just say thanks 
^gain for your grand letter and enclosures and pray you to try 
■to catch a dab of rest whenever possible ...• 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your elegant letter to.gether with the 
Vaccarini original letter in today's post, 

• 

I expect the photostats will take a day longer to make 
the trip, ^n their arrival, 1 shall return the original 
to Carmen and we shall always know the likeness of the 
original will be convenient for whatever use we decide 
. to put it, 

iv.%i a y\i. no ruieots.; \,r. o. • «. 'iv' ‘ 

I am glad you enjoyed running through the other en¬ 
closures but in spite of the labors the Vaccarini 
letter imposed, I can readily imagine what a kick you got 
out of it, it was so hilarious in its expressions, its 
effort to make out a case far every mulatto and the 
determination to insist on the legality of the Marie 
herese-Thomas Metoyer marriage, Of course such a 
marriage Was'impossible legally but the Landry-Vaccarini 
writer doesn t know that, , 

■' r* t : 

■4»d may I thank you for letting me know about the status 
of this ribbon, shall try to get the same artist to 
install the new one although that may Require a big of 
engineering since said gentleman doesn t get around this way 
very often but I think it worth waiting for, 

. lou may count on me giving M a dam Regard your love. She 

is always so happy when your name is mentioned, Her hands 
a re shaking quite alarmingly some days when her daughter s 
fandango doing3 knock her nevers out af control, 

. -jif) S’ . S’* «£iV. I* . bautas t -Lr. ;'j< v ' 

4 reason, - a lamentable one which no one could have guest 
made me dis-spirited this morning and your letter was the 
sunshine which I needed qo badly to eradicate the gloom that 
came on a day wften the clouds were already dropping down 
with something a little heavier than dew. At 4 o'clock 
this morning a portrait of Grandpere 's wife fell from the wall , 
landing on the cabinet to the right of the door in the 
living room and knocking off a plate, an early American glass 
‘ s rr.V-ti «i frttioq likti L si sna S 1 8%in 
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vase and, —and this is the misere, --three of my beloved tall 
glasses which mean so much to me, I had had the early American 
vase for 80 years and could somehow charge that off without 
too much regret since I had had it and enjoyed it so many 
years, but the glass remain constantly and thrillingly new 
and impressively lovely both to look at and to handle and I 
use at leave one of them every day, Smehow, like children, 
they can't be parted with without grief, even though 
three remain in tact, You can readily understand, I 
am sure, how neatly the a rrival of your letter helped in 
getting my sentiments back into balance, 

O •- ti . cAOS oACT ;; Mr frofcfSt- i 

While it comes to mind, I want to refer to your inquiry 
regarding Miss Myra's letter in which she made some 
observations regarding the position of Devereux on the plate 
and suggested I take Savage Landov as a mentor, Landor, I 
believe, did a symposium on ancient buildings which may account 
for his presence in f the letter but what the Devereux - Longwood 
line meant f couldn t figure out. Perhaps I mentioned that 
1 went to some trouble in getting the houses in strick geographi¬ 
cal relation, the one to the other and I even asked 
Rock Hall to re-arrange the Stewart lay-out which had 
placed Hope farm where I had placed Devereux, so that in the 
end, my initial lay-out was re-established and the thing 
properly executed along the correct geographical lines. 

In short, if one were to walk by the shortest route from house 
to house, starting at Arlington, one would come next to Dunleith, 
thence further South to Dongwood, thence to Hope Farm and so on to 
Dunleith, which is what I tried to carry out in the design, but 
I am not sure if the geographical thing was what Miss Myra was 
turning over in her mind. But, as you 3ay, her mind is so 
,concerned with other matters, as demonstrated by the hilarious 
sticker on her envelope, that one shouldn t be surpr sed if 
everything else seems a bit on the obscure side. 

And so Mr, Hemingway got the world's highest literary 
prise, -4s near as I can make out __and I don't pretend to 
m a king out much, he deserved it m 'I didn't get around to read 
"The Old Man of the Sea" but everybody said it was wonderful, 

I suppose a particular book is in the mind of the judges when 
an author is named . Like that other gentleman, the one from 
Missi38ippi, who also won the same prise a year or so back, 

Mr, Hemingway occupies a place in literature about which 
I know nothing since both aulkner and Hemingway are writers 
whom D never read because I find no pleasure in their books and 
since as mirrors, their books reflect nothing recogniseab'le 
in my experiences, there is little point in trying to discover 
for my own edification anything for me, . 


Memorandum j 

i OtJIU 6 < . ./■' 1 OC -. -j*’ 

How nice to find your photostat copies in this morning's 
post, hey came through in perfect order and because they 
a re in black and white, appear to be the more easily deciphered, 

I have attached y our transcription to them and am putting 
them i a folio holding other items for subsequent use, he 
letter seems such a perfect document in setting forth the ulatto 
confusion of mind*, based resentment ignorance of facts and 
somewhat elaborate folk tales glossse <5 over with a vast i 0 nging 
to show the impossible __a legality . n the marital status 
of their ancestors, I*feel so strongly we shall be able to use it 

to advantage eventually 

r * 

Y, r e are having a dab of cold weather m spite of bright sunshine 
for the thermometer never got about the mid 60 f s today a?id tonight 
will drop to about 40, I was surprised to read in Caroline's 
letter yesterday that she hadn't noted any wild goose migrations, 
Last Sunday night the first ones this season were passing over head 
until dawn and the flocks have been incre sing in intensity nightly 
ever since, I haven t noted a u y of the white throated sparrows 
as arriving here as yet although she reports them at 
Briarwood, It is interesting that in America the bird is 
known by his white throat and of course a sparrow with a white 
vest is distinctive, The French name them after their somewhat 
plaintive song calling the bird "le siffleur", 

* r * • * i 

I got a job dumped into my lap today that I didn t 
particularly relish t Last week Celeste wrote to the~ 

Director of the Louisiana State’Department of Commerce and # 
Industry, reporting the impending t festivities at St, ^ugustin s 
a nd asking if the Department didn t want to send a reporter and 
photographer up from Baton Rouge Prob a bly because her husband 
is f, H, Henry the Director responded affirmatively f asking 
that reservations be made for two gentlemen at the hotel 
and that a program of the festivities e sent forthwith ,-n order 
the reporter and photographer might bq made acquainted with particul 
prior to their t arrival, Celeste didn t ■ t now what the program wa3 
to be and didn't know how, --how easily that excuse can be trotted o 
to respond to the letter and would I take care of everything, 
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including netting in touch with the Church to obtain particulars 
bout the program suggesting points on which the gentlemen 
from. Baton Rouge might concern themselves■ and seeing to it 
that they get what they are coming for since she will be on a 
frolic in New Orleans or some such place when the local 
festivities are in full swing. Of course I attended to all except 
shepherding the Commrce and Industry people which I shall also 
look after although as T did not initiate this business and 
as it isn't my Church that is concerned, it would seem to me 
quite a nerve was exerted in foisting it with such non¬ 
chalance 0 jj to another s shoulders. 

She leaves with Madam Regard on Sunday for Mansura and New Orlea 
I suppose and as I shall probably , be the only one on the place, I sha 
h ve the pleasure of entertaining Joe Henry who is scheduled to 
arrive late Sunday I suppose the ladies will return on Wednesday 
or Thursday and J .* H. will probably leave on Friday or Saturday folio 
ing for his globe encircling adventure. 

I find myself wondering whatever happened to little miss 
Ramsey 1 hope she doesn t blow in about the time ooe does Jor 
I should prefer handling them separately. 

. 

I find myself giving much thought to the Dixon-Yates business 
these days a nd Am wondering if part of the frantic Eisenhower- 
Nixon campaigning is something less than a laudable manner may 
not be due in large measure to cl/ rcmtic hope that with 
a Republican majority the opening wedge that will strangle 
T. V. A. in the end m&y be achieved. I think Eisenhower or did 
think he was not of the Nixon breed a nd that he is a n honest man but 
the smashing of T. V. A. a nd therebye handing electric energy 

over to the bog boys makes me pause aid ponder. 

...... 1 *. ... • 

On the literary front t I am wondering what it must be like 
at the Aswell home now that emingway got the Nobel Prise. 

He was a Communist/—I nearly wrote "commonest" t according to 
1 the Reverend Aswell but now he must be something worse. 

While I think of it\ the Colliers carrying the article 

about the geese will appear {n the issue released as of Friday, 

December 3 rd, it is said. . „ 

Oddly enough, the telephone just rang. It was osalmd. 

She raved about a biography of Lord Melborne by Sir Robert Cecil. 

It was be admes waan t home for she conceded Hemingway had written 
some good books....... • 





Sunday, October 3 1st, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

. What with the date being what it is, perhaps it should be the 

perfect autumn weather which has characterised the week end, — 
cloudless 3kies, gobs of sunshine but the Canadian cold air mass 
lingering on so that the thermometer does go above the 50's in 
the daytime and now that the -.thin sickle of the new moon hangs over the 
b a mboo hedge, it is down in the 50's. Actually it is mojre like 
February than October but warmer, more humid weather will return within 
a day or two and things will take on a more usual regional aspect. 

Sister's older son came down to spend Saturday. But he 
got tired of shooting such small game in the gardens as mocking birds 
and cardinals and accordingly borrowed J. H.'s car and headed up the 
road in the C 0 gnac neighborLood for large prey. He telephoned 
a while later, saying he had two blow-outs and would, somebody come and 
fix them. When the job was done, he jumped back into the car and 
headed down the road at a speed estimated by the repair man at about 
90 miles an hour. The car got out of controll and turned over several 
times, buckling it into a Chinese puzzle, out of which crawled the youth 
without so much as a scratch on him• 

. ( ■ V • ' . kttl' itn ■ ’ -r b ' f. I . ’’ ' .• •AO . *.\ 'A 

On Saturday morning, Charles Y/ood came down to see me, bringing 30 m 

delicious custard his wife had made for me. The primary purpose of his 
visit was to ask me to be their guest at the Shreveport appearance of 
some remarkable Peruvian son-gstr£ ss whom they rank very high as an 
artist. She appears in Shreveport November Slst v . I thought 
it very kind of them. In th£ afternoon Mrs. Combs dropped in for a 
little visit before going to spend the afternoon with Madam R e gard. 

Her husband sent me some nice ripe tomatoes from his garden and some 

elegant dew berries he had raised and put in the deep freeze. My 
Sunday morning breakfast was a bit on the odd side but withal quite 
delicious. t - 

At dinner today, Madam Regard and Celeste, said they thought 
Mrs. Combs is heading toward a nervous break down. , J suppose she is but 
no one can slow her up and her activities at fiome, in the office and 
in research on the Caddo Indians for the impending trial never give 
her time to relax and she lacks sufficient wisdom to forestall what 
seems inevitable under such a regime of self slave driving. Celeste, 
is quite a bundle of nerves and table talk, at dinner was electric 
with potential explosions. I felt sorry for J. H. Both ladie3 
took off for a three day All Saints frolic in Mansura jU3t after dinner 
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This morning about 9 that Marshall woman 
from her home town # She said she had thought 
down today with Rebecca• 1 have told her but 

times that Sunday is an ong the "worser days and 


that Joe 
off for 


was expected 
i week or so. 


any old time, she 


telephoned me 
of driving 
a million 

when 1 added 
decided she would put 


3 »'-r 


n i i\: 


Oita 

a sow 
h i 

" jy Q g c 

sa i 


('pardon me while I make a Denholme adjustment in the margin.) 

1 She said she had been uncertain about going anywhere as "they" 

are working on the lake a nd she thought it better to be present to see i 
didn t tear up any trees, etc. Just what the identity of they might 
be, 1 wouldn t know, but from the above, I assume she is h a ving a lake 
dug or enlarged or some such. 

She said further she wanted my advise on a point when she should j 
qet douyi this way. It seems she has received a letter from Kay, pointing 
out that la Storm should not attempt the African jaunt a.nd asking 
Carolun to^ break up the plans without telling her aunt that 


iy*>\ 


any such 




to" 

;\;nso >, 


vi 

o t i 

; .>u a & *t a 


ynr’ 
* • * » 


request had been made. 

' - ' • J- ~'- L ' - 

f « • A L . J. L 


• V A 


That ought to present pretty " 

> ”t N' \'I"? ■ •"* ■ ” ' Y"~k 

if both could be off until, of ter the holidays. 


C 

<i,i 


but l'm simply wondering for I doubt if. she herself knows really. 

Mr. Rand came to chat with me this a fternoon and . remained until dar 
Blythe had sent me a dessert, (interruption — Pat'Calling 
long distance to learn if ooe had arrived. He hasn t). 


i *t 








. 


nan 


o i *t'' ■- 


.. r • » . ^ 

Mr. Rand said that Hodding Carter ha d spoken before the 
Bar association in Shreveport on Thursday or Friday and had been a hous< 
guest of Frances Rand Jack. Me also said he was asking the Medical 
Society „ meeting in ^Iffthdria early in January, to invite Herr garter 
to come as their guest speaker. I suppose that may mean the Carters 
will come no Melrose if they get that close. 

I-read.a little more last night from "Bless This Mouse". It goes 
slowly but the idea is good and might be U3ed to such advantage for 
a place like this , - one story per chapter for each generation or 
series of occupants, as, for example, at ucca, using *arie Therese, 
Louis Metoyer, inmates of the slave hospital when the residence was move 
Melrose Uncle Israel and Aunt Jane , the ex-slaves who lived down 
to the 19EQ's, Josephine Monette, Lyle Jason. It seems like an odd 
assortment of characters and yet it oes seem to have possibilities. 

i showed Dr .Rand the Mupre-Vaccarini photostat and he was of 
course delighted.. So many things to talk about f how fast we 
reach the end of the page.... • 

.... ■ r. . j 1 • S*V. '• • • • ■' J 0 










1 Jt i 


Monday, November 1st, 1954. 


'*T3' 




bi-ns. 


Memorandum : 




*\ 'Ail! 


The cloudless weather continues f sunny and "air-ish" during the 
day and all a-glitter wi-th moon and stars at night and withal cold. 

• ' 

Joe got in about 10 last night and I saw him at breakfast this mornin- 
for fT&~f irst time. Me-looks better than when he left. I reckon the 
Washington interlude eradicated the fuss budget state of mind he kept in 
a perpetual s^ew while on the plantation» Me leaves on the morrow for ±ex> 
and thence for North Dakota by the week end where he has to attend to 
something or other before taking up his post at Rapid City, South Dakota. 

; v . 4 >v ... iOOO: • :_ >\ r,,: \ ' .\; U \ . UitLiUO'A'G ZHV 

Me says it is but a matter of time before R. E. A. will be liquidated 
because they have been so successful that, as originally intended, they 
will gradually be absorbed as cooperative units, functioning for the 
benefit of the communities they serve. 

, , * M vj 

Other R. E. A. projects might well be initiated to the d advantage 
of many a community but the present Administration, apparantly taking 
orders from or participating with big private power interests, are killing 
further expansion of these Governmental projects, begun by the 
Roosevelt Administration and carried through so successfully under the 
Truman regime. 


5000 


.*U4 


muc 


I asked Joe about the Dixon-Yate 3 scheme, explaining that I, probably 
h like millions of &ther~~c£tizens, felt confused by the denunciation of 
the private power company breaking in on T.7.A as opposed to the nisenhowe 
assurances- that the impending contract was a just document and mutually 
beneficial to the people's property and private interests. 

- - t „ ■ 

And so Joe told me that those having to do with Cove rumental agencies 
concerned with electrical power are shocked and amazed at the crookery 
involved fn this Mixon-Yates thing and that it is the most scandalou s 

f iving away of publicly owner propert y that^has yet been attempted» Me^ 
e^Td?es~ that'~ w h'iie~ £ T5en hower congratulates Nixon on the tremendous job 
he has done in this campaign and then admits he hasn't read the Nixon 
speeches, the President in the Dixon-Yates thing cannot claim 
ignorance as to the evil he is doing to the country's resources in 
handing them over to the Dixon-Yates outfit, that it is not a case of 
good natured ineptitude but wilfull determination tq divert public 
wealth into the pockets of the private pow&t'people s pockets. I a m 5^°“ 
to have the opinion of one who has been spending the past months 


m 


ViM/ w^/ r v.. ~ xJ - • ' — r ’ _ * 

the Government's agency having to do with public power • 
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Tuesday, November 2nd, 1954. 


Yes Mrday, while talking about a dozen different things, Dr. 
iia,id spoke of Bnarwood and said that a week or two back Mary Lambdin 

dinner 9 and °lV r }+ die3 f rom //atc/,e2 had b een ouer to the Hands for 
nnnunim* h * h . 0U9ht a couple of extra places at table might be J 

thaVnrV^iVW ine . and me but a °nething happened at the last minute 
that prevented them from sending for us, —thank Heaven. 

Dr. Rand said that he understood that since the death of "ole Virainie 

imanine 6 PUt V* 9 °" ~ a. difficult thing to ^”1 

imagine ae she has always been such a skeleton. The doctor said 

on Ini V! + Jin + Ced tha J Carolin e's physical troubles had always been based 

and thht Menever the Rands had gone there, they 
a ways provided a picnic lunch for several extra people, having 

He LVIV c ° me .. t0 believe that the Dormans were never eating enough. 

s he is hWVnViW 9 I™ V 13 tUat now Caroline is alone with the servants, 

+> e-ro V 9 9 ] nln $ to P ut 0,1 flesh and is convinced that at long last 

VZ 3t ° reS iH V' e h0U3e • 1 recalled Robint’s story 

nierk / W, he Vi 9 S°. od in town and 0,1 reaching Brairwood, discovering th 
fattJVn 3ta *e given'them evaporated milk which may not have 

f ttVik. 9 mUCh bUt 0Ut t0 h * ve added t0 trie's contours, I should 

\ _ ■. Vf.;-•• 11 .t-» eifiii 1 ' ■ i -i". . : •••oo ’\,o 

1 began a crusade which probably hasn’t much chance of succeedin, 
else t S it* W V ch eve ']Mally becarried out whether I or somebody 
nton 3 l * V 11113 18 t0 eliminate Negro Day from the State Fair 
Program. - a feature that has characterized the annual doings 

VVeVi l\Tml Pti r 0n - °L a S V te Fair J” Louisiana 0 i t is said! * 0r 
t/ii<? h + *7 VV * under 3tandjjbow I never chanced to learn before 

a week b ckVlVVVt '*7- ftas alwags been 8Uch ° Ming. I came upon it 
a week b a ck when the radio was announcing that Monday a week bck 

was IJegro Day at the State Fair and that was all i’needed to hear ' I 

Board Vat V nlVtV , b K u8king tu >o legislators to recommend* to the 

nriniivnV in next year s State tair, we accord the whites the same 
P n \ ll . 9e as th e others so that we may have a Negro Day A Caucasian Day 
and, / yone wishes a Semetic Pay, an Indi a n Day, etc .t or, if V ’ 

2 »/« f lS 3eems tnpractable then I have suggested that we devote certain 
wVdrLVtJ° nCe + tra VV" 9 °^ cer tain sections of the State and that 
has been dub°bed~™/e 3etting aside ° ne day which heretofore 

the hell of on JaVtZ VV 9 1 V™ 9 ° lH9 U try to do t,iia ™Mout enlisting 

auietlZ+hn+ a l y h Li r °^ p a ' l<i hope > is to 9 et th e thing dropped so 

TJ Af o}} Texlj.V.. m3S “• Tt “ re 3 n ° tei2 "“S •» “**«» tSfg.nl I ' 




Memorandum : 


iso;« J co 

.. \ __ 


Clear and cold this election day with a promise of a lovf of 24 toni : 
I guess the bytterfly lily enclosed in yesterday's memo wasn t much but 
it appeared that it might bethe last of the season and that surmise was 
probably correct, if the Heather Bureau doesn t make a mistake. 

\ Ft V. i. J k J S! 1 * • Vi 

As for today's election in Louisiana, it appears to me to be 
nbout the silliest way of spending money I can think of # ut . I 

ao not mean to imply Ijhat those attending to things at voting places sucl 
a s the local one didn t earn their money, for a nybody sitting around 
from 6 in the morning until 8 at night in a d^afty tractor shed with 
a cement floor and no heat should certainly be well reimbursed in order 
to pay off some of the resulting doctor bills as against pneumonia and 
the like. ^ut the reason the election is silly is because Senator 
Ellender and the three or four representatives (with a large *) were 
selected in the Democratic primaries last summer and since nobody is 
running against them, there's no point in holding this election, save 
to satisfy the legal minds. It is .perfectly true that there are 51 
Amendments to be voted on but jq of the 10 people in the scholastic 
a nd business world to whom I inquired regarding the amendments, each 
of the 10 said he 'did not know or have the slightest idea of what they 
were about and had just nulled down a n occasional gaget here and 
there along the row where they are listed. 

i .i ■, _ _ ... t f f • • Kit i\f j tvV : r nt ilf.li* \ O 

And what those amendments were about has not be, aired in the 
last weeks although I suppose there may have been something 
in the papers about them. Most of them were of such a nature as 

■■■ ■ . ‘ 4 >V ■- a , 5 V .0 ■■ ’ '• . u\ i. 

"Do you approve the City of New Orleans spending fifty thousand dollars 
for repairs on such and such a building." 

My guess is that not one person in ten thousand in New Orleans 
would know what ■ the building might be and have even l^ss notion as to 
whether it needed repairs and what the proper amount of money might 
be for so doing. And if that be the situation in New crleuns, how much 
more ridiculous is it for asking somebody living hundreds of miles from 
they place what they thought about it. Thirty one such Amendments to 
be voted on f imagine. My only prediction is that the De omcrats will win 
at least one Senator, 3iad gentleman being Mr. Ellender, who couldn't 
possibly loose. . . 

, Veil', so much for tomfoolery in the political field. 


t 


« 
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Wednesday, November 3rd, 2954 


On the plantation level, from 30 to 50 people respond to 
the tooting of three trucks which crash into the Melrose silence every 
morning at fir t dawn, having been sent by J, H, Williams for local 
people who may want to journey to his Vienna plantation on the outskirts, 
tijLttihttoches where, by some miracle, the cotton crop this year was a 
bumper one, he truck doesn t return until dark, when all the 
morning crowd is jammed into a single vehicle. Locally one sees fires 
burning in the firlds all day long where people go to warm t hemselves 
between the filling c ]f one sack and the starting in on the next, &ut 
J. H. "illiams doesn t allow fiees in t he fields and so the field hands 
return home at .night, chi'led to the bone and already for heavy colds 
which it doesn t take them long to develope under such conditions, 

But many of the more thoughtless and industrious hazard such work and 
as school begins next week, many of them feel a double i ipulse to 
get in a day of labor what with little liklihood that their income 
will have any increase as between now and Spring hoeing time, since 
there are no pecanes to gather, 

•. j 1U a ' r.o i • v ■ *'•' 'a - ' - 

This set-up almost completely eliminates secretarial assistance 
and will undoubtedly bring a wide spread blanket of sniffles when 
they do get back into some sort of a routine again with the 
starting of school again, 

' 

I am a little curious to know what, if anything, is contained in 
a letter from Kay which came in yesterday's post hut as it is written 
in long hand, I reckon 1 shall have to await the lucky chance that may 
come with another day or so when themore proficient interpreters 
of tue hand written word will be able to acquaint me with the contents 
of same, 

• . .. h .» • . ... , - ; .. - 'V cv 7 P i 15 r\ Aj \ 

I was impressed that Lowell Thomas, without explantation, did not 
appear for his news broadcast tonight, the space being used by a 
station announcers to present a regualr news braodcast, I suppose 
said Thomas may have . been resting at hone dn anticipation of a long 
vigil at the polls or at political headquarters tonight, 

E, lioscoe Murrells as on the job however, and either from his repor 
of the l homas substitution, I learned that Queen Mother Elizabeth 
is visiting Mrs, Roosevelt at Hyde Park tonight, 1 suppose this 
will be the first time a former Queen of England has had an opportunity 
to listen to American election returns. 


Memorandum: 

. 

I don t mind confessing I m sleepy. Heaven knows I we?it to 
bed early enough last night but somehow the tabulators didn't 
seem able to come up with any convincing figures in their ballot count 
a nd so T kept putting off calling it a day until too many hours 
of the new day had been spent. And, of course, the killing part of 
it wqs that when I finally did, decide 1 had had enough, I still 
didn t know much more atout the situation tha[i when I had tuned in. 

Two very interesting aspects of the election, --and I'm not 
sure as to the final figures in the b a lloting, so 1 could be wrong 
to which one won and which lost, but from where I sit, I gather 
that F f i, R. Jur, did not win in^/few ork whereas his brother, 

James j n California did, and the jotter in spite of all the soiled 
linen*that was washed in public, —when was it, last Spring or early s 


I suppose there will be much radi o.'li stening tonight and 
if Mrs. Joe nenry thinks she i3 going to get much conversation out of 
her husband who probably got home about first dark, she will be 
mistaken, as he inclines to take his politics seriously, as for 
myself, I propose folding up fairly early and lettintg Columbia 
do all the work as I alternately listen and doze.••,,»• 




■* > 
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Thursday, ovember 4th, 1954. 


t 


a '■ • atr.i-e v 

Sbuse \i< 

. ■ t ■ 




many another Deomcratic Senator and for all 1 know, although 
I ca^t thinty of any now, there may be a few Republicans who will vote 
with the Deoccrats This will be the case with Ur, Morse 
if he is counted a* Republican, but that party s long since seems to 
h n ve counted him out. 

If one casts about for the brights ray of sunshine in the 
new stage as set by yesterday's elections, one could perhaps do 
no better than to be glad the Congressional weights are so evenly 
divided for this might inspire each side to make special efforts 
to please the populace, ——a novel thing in the powerful and unique 
in the annals of Republican ways of thinking 

Well, so much foryesterday 's doings at the polls. 

On the home front, the ladies returned from South Louisiana 
a nd seem enchanted with their outing and the younger one is already 
busy with plans for the next plans for getting into ^the big road _ mm a 
j a unt to Lake Charles, I believe, or Mew Orleans, I m not sure, out 
which ever way it is, it doesn't matter, just so long as it is some 
place to.be going. 

The in-coming mail was sparce but a fut envelope from one 
J. L, or L,C, or whatever initials Dupre rVaccarini was impressive 
in its hulk, I had no opportunity to go into it but I shall 
within a day or two and shall then send it along for your delectation. 

Two telephone invitations for duck dinner in town cqme to hand 
today. It is so nice to have it established that 1 don t go to town 
on social biddings for wild duck is something I could readily live 
without. By some miracle, I avoided squirrel gumbo this year, too, 
although some generous hearted person sent some for local delectation. 
It is possible I am congratulating myself too soon on having avoided 
that go-round for there s no telling what one might find hidden away 
in a deep freeze but I'm under the impression they might already 
h n ve been used, — I hope, 

: i j'.-: • Y.rS ; ^ 

I must ask somebody why nobody ever brings' down wild geese in 
this neighborhood where -wild ducks in their southward migration are 
so plentiful , Perhaps the wild geese sfop less frequently and prefer 
larger bodies of water than Black Lake or the local rivers. 

From Dn iiticans to wild ducks and now l must get to work, Rope 

you had more sense than I in listening to tabulators on Tuesday night, 

< t ; 


l Jlq J i. » 


-W 


Memorandum : ' 

How nice to find your Sunday letter in today s post It 
contains so many interesting points to enlarge my horizon and 
to center it at the same time on your immediate surroundings that 
I feel at once as thought I had had an opportunity to gaze for 
a moment through the great telescope at Palomar, and at some equal 1] 
intersting segment of life through a microscope, —a combination 
both rare and delightful i 

And thanks, too, for enclosing the clipping which covered a 
point a bout which I h d heard only casual reference but did noo 
comprehend and thanks to your thoughtfulness, the whole matter 
is made quite clear, 

■ 

And thanks, too, for telling me about the conference taking 
place at La Celle - St, Cloud, I had not heard of that conference 

it interested me much • 

. j- t. .. . . t o 2 ‘ yu:;u;i •" feCtt LU:0 

interruption by lather Callahan . 

I was mentioning La Celle - Saint Cloud, I believe, I ftad not 
heard it mentioned on the radio but it goes without saying that 
I am delighted to know that it is still extant. It was at La Celle - St. 
and Choisy-le-Roi that Madame de Pompadour used * to give her lovely 
afternoon "fetes en champetre" in the late 1750's ad early 17 60 s 
which the King always found so much to his liking It was said that 
the proximity of Sevres made it simple enough to engineer an inspection 
tour by the whole Court which certainly could not have be'en a bad gestu e 
for quickened interst in local china ware a ;,( 2 what with the endless number 
of delicious country seats in the vicinity, — Bellevue, Meudon t St, 

Cloud, Marly ,<■ Saint Germain-en-Laye, etc * f etc., the progression 
from one place to another must have constituted a veritable 
progression through an 18th century rendition of Lden . I'm 
so glad you mentioned this matter I sometimes think that since 


the Jtible states that 


in mv 


Father's house there are many mansions", 
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Heaven for thosp of our persuasion ought to be made up 0 f 

. * -LLj- section of lie de France 


an endless reproduction of segments of this 

[ can well imagine how much pleasure it afforded you to he able to 
decline the two festivals on that Island to the East of bast skiver and -o j 
yourself in a position to be alone for a little while . I an genuinely 
sorry that old Chimney stone had to impinge upon the solitude but let us 
hope that fuss-pot will at long last be satisfied with the dottings of the 
: nd the corssings of the t's, getting on about his business with some thing 
suggesting the dispatch with which the jeliciana business was transacted, 

It is so seldom I am honored by a visit from anyone after dark 
that I was rather surprised when Father Callahan and Father li'roble tapped , 
on my door as 2 began this letter, They are preparing for next Wednesday s 
festivities and had come to ask about the borrowing of the fanily 
portraits, I am lending them Crandpere, hi3 wife and one son and one daugh , 
They will go over on Monday and return on Thursday, joining the other 
collection" of pointings, —portraits, —of the Cane River noblesse de coule 
I shall try to get the official photographer from Baton Rouge to take 
a n over-all photograph of the ± entire gallery which really ought to 
be quite an interesting record, 1 should think, 

Just as the Reverend Fathers arrived. Ora telephoned me, --the 
first time since last 1 mentioned it and I was sorry circumstances 
prevented me from more than the briefest chat for I think she may 
h a ve had lots of things to talk about especially about doings at the 
local college ,bout which I am forever interested. The purpose of her 
call was to" inquire r , bout getting Talking Sooks for some Jlatchitoches 
l a dy who has but recently obtain a Reading Machine Ora had 
appealed to me for particular's concerning the machine some time back as 
the lady had always been an avid reader until her visiogot out of kilter, 
She has a daughter \oho is with her a part of the time and when the ladies 
first heard of the machine, the daughter was nUite sure her mother would no 
'like to have onej Rut we put the thing through regardless and now it seems 
that both daughter and mother are so entranced with it after reading their 
first book that they can't wait until a new volume comes to hand, I shall 
fix it so they can have several in reserve and so never have to wait in the 


Memorandum 


Our bright, cold weather continues and thanks to its 
invigorating qualities, I feel brimming over with physical 
a mbition, 

Perhaps it seems a little cooler today because I got some of 
the wooloff the back of my neck, I ggot tired of waiting 
for my usual barber and so t Jangled the grapevine a bit 
and up came one J, C, Moody who turned out to be quite a 
tonsorial artist and thanks to the sun, more brilliant than warm, 

I had the man set up shop on the front gallery where the 
view of the avant cour with its banana plants for lines of demarkati 
the big iron pot, the gourds and all made me quite delighted that 
I was not in some endless Terminal barber shop down in the depths 
of pome subterranean cavern where sunlight never penetrates 

All the white people I know go to town for their barber work iuh 
amazes me when it could be accomplished with so much greater dispute 
and with just as good results slap on one's own gallery, I can t 
recall ever having had an particular aversion to barber shops but 
I shall never forget my delight on disocering on the plantation that 
half a dozen stalwart tractor drivers can turn as neat a trick with 
shears and clippers as those gentlemen in white uniforms in the 
big city hair and whisker clinics, I had never dwelt in my mind 
much a bout the reason for my delight with Cane River barbering 
in general but there may be an element of memory in it, taking 
me back to the old days when in France my barber was want to 
seat me in an elegant millq fleur tapestried Louis XIV arm¬ 
chair which certainly wasn t so sterilized as the conventional moder 
equipement of leather and porcelain and certainly must have been 
a littewearing on the operator who always came near to standing 
on his head, since it never did occur to anyone, apparently, 
to place the throne on a dnis to elevate the customer's ears 
to the level of the barbery's eyes. But there was something so 
casual and matter of fact 3 bout the business, like dabbing water on 
one's face when awakening at dawning, and I guess that must be 
the element that I find so muc(f to my satisfaction, 

Reavens and earth, what a lot a talk about a mere shearing, 

The Reverend Fathers paid another visit to me today. Their 
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November 7th, 1954, 



purpose was to ask me to be their guest at the banquet being 
given in the Convent on 7/ednesdayafter the Bishop of Alexandria 
h a s said a Sigh Pontifical Mass and the bell ringing and 
holy smoke has died away m Their thought was that 1 might 
enjoy meeting out of town dign taries, —out of town meaning 
out of this neighborhood and joining those at the speaker' s table 
with a view to haranguing the multitude, I suppose, when the 
post eating period gets under way, 

, «o;J i *» 

Oddly enough Celeste had already invited me to be her guest 
and a gentleman of the cloth from South Louisiana had telephoned 
me on the same point Of course one invitation would have been 
more than ample but 1 may weaken as I contemplate the lush cooking 
that will be the mulattoes will have stirred up for this special 
occcis i on, 

[ j i arc: n ' to a little reading last night, finishing 
"Bless This House" which tended to peter out during the final 
two chapters, --or perhaps I was getting sleepy, It is even 
possible that once or twice I may have even "rested my eyes" a littl 
for I never could discover much excuse for a chapter entitled "The 
Poacher", although I think the author had probably finished all she 
had to say wit/-j her 179 5 chapter and the thing was brought down 
to 19 53 more to satisfy the publisher than herself, 

Something entitled "The Rockefeller Brothers" by Morris, or som 
such, now comes to hand, I sampled a page or two and 
found it alright as Saturday Evening Post articles are alright, 

I take it this book must have been written prior to "inthorop's 
marital difficulties made the news wireq and air Waves for it is 
pointed out that adverse publicity hasn t made in-roads oh the 
borthers, Something tells me I wouldn't care so much for 
brother Nelson who seems to be a mighty active number, especially in 
the Rockefeller Venter project, It seems he purchased g boat and 
invited a flock of friends to accompany him up to Maine or some such 
plaqe and since the boat wasn t ready for sailing, he took off 
regardless with one crew man and his guests doing the electrical 
owrk, etc,, which,had not been finished prior to sailing and 
what with the steward unable to function brother Nelson officiated 
in the food section too, and apparently lo nobody's enchantment, 

X cannot imagine anybody inviting people on such a cruise under 
such conditions but then, come to think of it, brother Nelson ( 
prob bly could imagine getting one's perruque rigged up Qn one s 
g a llery, either, so perhaps we come out even. 


Memorandum : 




post. 


How nice to find your election day letter in Saturday's 


it .a 

't ' 




The 

it because 


vov 

ocn 


M Oil 
. 6IL • 


* 

I m sorry the day was such a rainy one but I am hoping that 
things "'slackened up a bit before you had to venture as far afield 
as Carnegie Hall, I hope, too, that the "game was worth the 
candle", 

u mi 

In listening to this year's election night returns, I didn't 
hear any mention made of signal lights in imes Square or of crowds 
congregating in that quarter, I kept my dial set on Columbia and 
unless I dozed now and then, nothing by Robert Trout or his 
associates about Times Square, --a place I cannot imagine anyone in 
ni8 right mind wanting to go when the comfort of home and a radio is 
or are available . 

. <• * 

And I m t glad the contents of- the box proved alright, 

>pumpkin wasn t perfect to start with and I merely included 
there was extra space, realizing it might or not make it, 

i. • 

And may I thank you for telling me all the other interesting par 
you added in your letter, I had not heard about the Columbia 
sermonies in which so many interesting people were honored and I am 
delighted to know about these points, I had heard M r . Stevenson 
on the Saturday night prior to election but I believe that speech was 
delivered at Cooper Uni on , One night this week, I stumbled over 
one sentence in the voice of the Queen, expressing her appreciation 
of the LLD honor, —but only that sentence, for at that point 
that wave length faded and some old hilly-billy station horned in, 

I assume this may have been a re-broadcast, although I am not 
sure, I had perfect reception, however, for the W a ldorf Astoria 
speech she made before the English Speaking Union and I was 
delighted with it, 

O'* vj,v’mjA w. .no or. ©.too loir olo.danot «o»' .,y 

Saturday a week ago, I received a letter from Madam Lester of 
Waaer'ly which I acknowledged forthwith, In the same out-going post, 

I sent this letter from Lois to Mrs, Stirling, together with a copy 
of my response, Mrs, Stirling has returned both■ the letter of Lois a 
my response and I shall in turn send them to you, knowing you will 


3H&: 


G t v 
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be interested. As Lois and Mrs. Stirling a re neighbors, living but 
a couple of miles apart and on the same Natchez - New Orleans highwa 
a nd as Mrs. Stirling had delivered the gift originally, I thought 
it well to let her know about the exchange of discourtesies immediat 
As I said in a subsequent letter to Mrs. Stirling, the 
letter Lois wrote to me put me in mind of Tallyrand's oft' quoted 
repmark about Napoleon : 

.. 

What a pity such a gifted person should, have been so badly bro 


Memorandum : 

, > i ' ,* - ‘ 

It's pure summer or pure perfection or however it may be 
descirbed, what with the skies cloudless and the thermometer behaving 
itself by maintaining a steady mid 7O's from dawn to dusk and 
just enough of a dip under the waxing moon to make life invigoration : 
t t -'T r . f. i m * os•* aiios &S - 

Pat had asked me to receive some of hid friends from Montclair 
ew Mersey, visiting in Shreveport and so I thought I had better 
be-stir myselfsoon enough this morning to anticipate not only 
those people but also theReverend Fathers who had asked if they migh 
borrow the family portraits today in order to get them properly 
hung at St. Augustin's in contemplation of Wednesday's doings. 

Knowing the approximate measurements of the Grandpere portrait, 
you may well imagine that this particular portrait represented 
quite a handful. ut with the aid of a stalward youth, 

I successfully engineered the painting on to „the front gallery for a 
thorough cleaning and well before the appointed hour, I had 
Grandmere and the children stacked along side. One of the 
Fathers brought five men in a truck and they had no difficulty in 
getting the thing properly installed on said conveyance and so 
I find myself feeling almost lonesome, what with so many of my * 
companions of the years spending the night across the river. 

1 - • i- V a ' »" ' : > f* ** f> ■* i, 4 "T 0 lj>. m C* 4 i v •*’ ' 

The wall space, left void by the departure of the portraits, 
called for some attention and so I placed other pictures to 
remove the barren appearance of the place and everything was 
in order before^ Pat's guests arrived. They were charming 


Off hand, I should say that Lois must have been a little 
out of her mind when she.penned her lines to me, trying so hard, as 

. j; >. or \ 

she obviously was, to "make a mountain out of a moth hole". 

.. - V ,> Vv V 0\;/C3 .Kir- •. • ' 

Celeste simply had to play cards in town Saturday afternoon and 
so H. II., somewhat fertive'ly, got his things together, leaving here 
with Fat about 6:30, They picked Celeste up at the card table in to 
the three of them proceeded to Shreveport where J. H. got the San 
Francisco plane. He will be in.Honolulu, - or should Me in Hnululu 
by now. Before leaving , I suggested he telephone Christian at 
Rangoon when he reaches Hong Kong so that Christian can meet 
him at the air port. I'm hoping Christian is in Rangoon and 
that J. , :.l y at y : th ’ ' ■> for ' ? .r: - - ’:as a house and 

surely his little official flag on the front of his car will afford 
H. H. an excellent opportunity to cast about the country side in 
Burma in greater comfort than as though he were traveling by 
taxi'io see the agricultural undertakings in that region. 

. 0'. ufr! ••• .. • - VI- -- 0l!0;\ -i.i 

With Madam Regard being alone last evening, 1 be-took myself 
across the fence to do a bit of pleasureab’le baby-sitting and we had 
such a gay time together and the opportunity was.such an 
excellent one for me to pass along the love which you sent for her. 

* ,.j! vVi it bo - .' i isb 

Carmen ^reazeale telephoned me on Saturday to say this year's 
Christmas program-for the turning on of the lights in town is 
going to press t this cmoning week. I did not express my disappointme 
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that seemed to entrance her. Just before first dark this evening, 


I set my hand to trying something and it 
without trying that I guess I shall just 
bounce it in her direction o?i Thursday • 


turned out so nicely 
leave it as it is and 


I don't recall if you are acquainted with the big old piece of 
white porcelai n at Yucca about whose identity 1 have never been 
quite satisfied, --whether it was originalledy designed as 
a baby's bath tub or a soupiere of extraordinary dimensions, 

I suppose the thing is about two and a half feet long and 
about IS or 14 inches wide and about the same in height. Frankly, 
what with its pleasant curves and its elegant porcelain handles, -- 
the whole thing is solid white, - it suggests what might have 
happened, - and actually, - did when some ante bellum poreclain 
master craftsman let his apprentice run riot and the latter 
had rounded up the ingreidents of what might have been intended 
for four "vases de nuit" and had somehow compressed them into one gri 
big elongated something or other, and Lo', there was the 
object, vagule elegant, vaguely sugestive of the "salle de bain" 
but with just a suggestion of the banquet table. 

Hounding up a half do 2 en gourds a bout the size of a man's head 
some disrag gourds, about the size of a policeman's night stick, 

I dumped these into the snowny tureen, their yellow hue standing out 
pleasantly abainst all the white of their porcelain container. 

Over this 1 sprinkled a flock of persimmons whose tangerine coloring 
did something equally nice both to the yellow of the gourds and 
th.e white of the porcelain t A few springs of sweet olive with, their 
green leaves and the composition was achievedbeofre I had scarcely ht 
ond thus ^ave I. made my contribution, which will be all, to 
Thursday' s frolic, 

I thought it kind of Pat at supper to invite me to go see 
"Gone »ith the Wind", playing in town tonight, out I declined on 
a couple . of accounts, not the least being thatthe thing finishes 
at midnight and 1 want to be up and abroad at an early hour in the me 
Then, too, the Henrys are often inclined to start out with one 
invitation and end up with two or th,ree more so thqtt a couple becomei 
a crowd and then there is so often a lot of doings after the 
show Besides I enjoy our evening chat at about the same out and 
then there is mail to attend to after that and so' I'm happier 
at Yucca than flying up and down the road,,,,,, 


. Z V ! 
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Tuesday, November 9th, 1954, 
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The splendid Indian Summer continues, cloudless and temperate• 
t 9 98 oiv. '.-'iF: JO «0 _ o •: -i 

The coffee hour was part icularly pleasant this morning for 
Madam Regard and. I were a one and we could range around over a wide 
circuit which sometimes is more limited when her daughter is present. 
Among other things, we were able to have a go at little Miss Lee and 
I was able to deliver agaip the message you had sent last week, and 
that was all very delightful and to seal the message on departing, 

I sealed the same and she liked that and asked me to send along 
the same message with seal to the original 3ender» 

* z f\ 'v ■■ n i c v .: _ . o r .. 

Celeste had left a message, asking if she could have some 
gourds today instead of ‘-Thursday, since she expects to entertain 
on Wednesday as well as Thursday, And so I placed the item of 
which I spoke at such great length in yesterday's memo. And 
p?i returning' home, I decided I would rig something up 0n -y own 
hook for my guests of the morrow, what with the Bishop and' 
other Chruch anil lay dignities scheduledto pass this way, I 
used the lovely copper pan or pot or whatever it is that graces the 
fireplace in the boudoir. Its rich golden brawn coloring lent itself 
very-nicely to the business at hand anci. I piled up big gourds of light 
yellow i?i it, filling in the chinks, with persimmons and a couple 
of home grown bananas and pm tossing on ztop a couple of the mouse gray 
cone things from the grandiflora magnolia, all dotted over with the 
brifliant red berries or seeds which appear to such advantage in one 
of the Audubon prints . The whole thing turned out ever so pretty, 
and the difference as between yesterday's creation with the white recept 
a nd today s copper one was the difference, say,, between a still life 
of ezanne and one by Gaugin • C^auguin), 


for 


tomof 


ust occurs to 
row s onslaught 


\ 0 ; ^ J'f.I • •• * ■>' ' J 

me that 0 ; ‘ avalanche of gourds is fitting 
of the clergy for, if memory, serves me 
such places as Haiti usually suggest 
success if I used time in 
to persuade the Reverend Fathers to make use 


s 

correctly, gourds i n 
voo-doo, I-might have 
after dinner speech 
of said symbols on their own respective altars • 
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November 10th, 2954 


I did a little reading last night but not much. I wanted 
to have a further go at "Those Rockefeller Brothers, but the 
disks were so clogged with dust that 1 had to give it up as 
a bad job, turning to "The Chines Tangle" by Feis or some such, 

1 liked what I read and may have another go at the same item 
tonight. The subject matter seems particularly pertinent at 
the moment what with the firing of Mr, Davies from 
the State Department act whichEric Saverei seems to feel 

as among the more outrageous stunts among the strange doings 
by the Executive branch of the Government, 

■ ; itsiV.tf i vior r.i Sfcsr.ot*. . Cr i v: o*\ i o 

Mrs, Wood dropped in to see me this afternoon for a few moments, 
She brought with her a pamphlet, issued by some Boston printing press, 
Denis, or St. Denis or some such, and the whole thing was deisgned 
to show that the Jews were trying to wreck the world. It is 
astonisluing that this type of Ku Klux Klan-Goebels business 
shoud be showing up in print. As the pamphlet did not belong to 
her, she could not leave i.t with me. Frankly, I think the 
reason she brought it primarily was because she wanted to 
read off the names of Hollywood personalities, said to be Jewish, 
a nd , therefore potential wreckers of the world p because in the 
list which included a mere do 2 en or so was one Melvin Douglas 
and I believe Madam Wood and Rosalind are momentarily not on 
a s friendly terms as the former would like, 

■ n 4 -i ti 'VM.- ':.U "SO TO «I>0. \ lv. ' i. Cm- 

ut this mention of Jews suggestios the rumpus going o?» in Europe 
in the late 19Z0's, and one of the Reverend athers, - T/roble, came 
to see me this morning. Heis Polish and went to school as 
a youth in 'Warsaw where his Catholic teacher, an old, old man, was 
forced to dec ide. whether the Church would fare better under 
the JJa 2 is or the Communists __s ome choice, I must say . And 
so the youth, before he knew what wa^s what, found himself ad therefore 
his family i n n0 e)id of situations, all of which must have been pretty 
terrifying. Eventually the P ri-s and while there, 

had the unpleasant job of clicking on P 0 lish Communists in 
that region. I must try to get more of this account for there 
was much about the London Government versus the Warsaw Government, 
etc., etc. but it is difficult to get much at a sitting a s 
Father Wroble speaks with great speed which, because of a strong 
Polish twist in his delivery-, sometimes makes it difficult to 
keep up with him. 

. t . v. :>v r - . V: 

I trust I may get my new ribbon adjusted by tomorrow night, 
a nd I apologise for the difficilties trying to read this must present. 


Memorandum 


The marvelous weather continues and the nice big 
fat moon made such pretty reflections in the water as 
we crossed the bridge tonight, returning from the banquet 
at St., Augustin ’s. And the snowy sun dial pillar looked 
so white a lovely in the moonliight as I stepped into the darkened 
Yucca and saw it through the windows o» the opposite 3ide 
of the house. 

.V •• «ov>r.*v •: . « . bi.V’.c.' e. 1 ; - A oou ’&!".••• o oi 

.’Heedless to say^ my day has been a busy one but thaiks 
to the weather and nice people, it a ll went off very nicely. 

This morning and old friend of Miss Cammie s came to 
see me and staid for lunch. He is John Cochran and for a 
while la Montespan was his secretary in whatever State department 
he chances to be in. He said he. found he excellent in her work 
and that she is now drawing a fat salary from the State as 
well, as an equal ly fat almmony from her ex-husband wh.o seems 
to own large hotel interests in Central America, — Panama, etc. 
Perhaps the present set up in view of such sources of 
income are precisely what she wouldn't like changed. 

- '.:*i 4 . i-' \ : O': 

Rosalind telephoned to ask me if I thought it alright 
if she attended the High Pontifical Mass at St. Augustin s 
this morning. I told her I was sure she would be quite welcome. 

I suppose she attended bbut as I did not, natural ly I didn t 
see her and I asked her not to pass this way as my calendar was 
fullp 

\ . .. - i - 

"El Greco", --Bishop Charles Greco, - came just after 
dinnbr. I had envisioned him as a tall man and he turned 
oiut to be small, and looking doubly so, soxtt surrounded as hewas 
by 50 or 60 priests of his Diocese.. There were fllocks 
ofnear Bishops and so on down the clerical ladder and 
watching them form about the person of the Di S f i0 p as he 
descended from his horseless carriage and appraoched put 
one in mind of Bonaparte getting all sot for orodino or some such. 










From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS, #f1~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7030 


'Thursday, November 11th, 2954 


Father Callahan made the presentations and the 
Bishop with all the grace a clever clerical politician should 
possess, mentioned hi s icquaintan ce with me through mutual 
friends of A'lexiandria whom he named and I told him I felt 
I knew him even better than he knew me ' since all summer I 
h d sweated through what he is pleased to style his "Fireside Chati 
over the radios;, just between news casts at noon,and wh.at 
with the thermometer for so many weeks standing a t 12 5 in the 
shade I had ever since felt unspeakably noble to draw my 
chair up a little closer to his "fireside" •' 

Naturally he as delighted with all he had to see and 
before getting to the ate, grasped my arm and said he would 
love to come back to spend an afternoon with me when not 
encumbered with such a posse., 1 told 1 thought we could 
cover lots of ground since "only tuio • people can talk" and 
he thrratened to be honoring me before I expected it, ut 
I expect nothing, he can t very well surprise me. 

, ’ V' \ \ t ' - > o i v' * ' • O JC ' 1 » vi ^ *• * 

.And after I dismissed the Catholics, a bevy of 
Episcopalian l a ides under the arm of Thelma Kysor appeared, 
and I guess this was one of the few times I have seen her 
since her jb» hubby became mogul of the local college. 

I gave the crowd a quick go-round and then got on with 
the photographer and writer from the Department of C omm erce and 
Industry. After pushing them out, x had just time to slide 
into a bath and Dr. Knipmeyer arrived before D had crawled into 
n respectable costume to go with him and wife, Dotty Cohen, Celest 


Memorandum : 

o-- t - ;.Vtos .T3U z . 

There was no mail either way, — out-going or in-coming, —hence 
this memo and yesterday's will both be posted on the 12th. 

^ j y o ) #0 » >*' j o 

The marvelous weather continues but in spite of that, a * 
have been given respite from yesterday's on-rush and^tomorrow s 
r ppointments, which include my favorite nun, Sister trances oerom.e, in 
the morning, coming to talk mulatto with me and in the afternoon 
the Catnerbury Club of the college, headed by the Episcopalian Reveren 
'Fils on. 

. ■ 

In the kstechy account of the day's d,oings 
memo, I skipped mention of the one 
most during t.ose 24 hours. / 

different times I 
Marie fl^erese was 
mu'lattoes, the majori 

lady. Only you, and I mean but just that, --o 
sense the quiver that flashed up and down my sp 

her name, for this ‘ J . L 

and forgotten lady was 
her great, great 
whispered in L % ' 

her ressurection in 19 50 or thereabouts. 

I suppose it doesn't happen too often in any generation that 
such an heroic figure, almost completely forgotten and wilfully b 
from the knowledge of posterity is thus re-vived. It is quite tr 
that it gave me great satisfaction in the doing pnd in the 
establishing of her identity in print and porcelain but 
somehow the emotional satisfaction was not so intense in those ef 
as in. hearing her name on the lips of the Washington and Alexandr 
reoresentatives of the Church, spoken before such a gathering of 


' ' * ' t, covered by yestereday 

> thing that impressed me 
And this was the fact that at three 
during the after dinner speeches, the name of 

voiced in that assembly which included several hundr 
ty of whom were descendants of that great 
'ust that, —only you can 

)ine at each mention of 
was the first instance in which that great 
i brought forth by name into the presence of 
, great grandchildren, —a name none of them had ever 
public and a name unknown L to the world until 
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November 12th. 1954 


was the presentation that mattered and al though rejectee 
momentarily by one segment of society, eventually the reception 
will be uniuersel , 

At 9 this morning, Father Wroble appeared at Yucca, along 
with a truck and several workmen, bearing the family 
portraits which :oe-re re—hung iif this accustomed places, L,.cil 
they had been borrowed, I hadn t realized how accustomed I had 
to them and somehow tonight Yucca seems more like its old self, 
now that they are in their familiar places, 

, ‘-Si- VV —Jto £* ' ■ . £ ?. 3 £ 0*t" £ • ' ! . ■ 

I learned from my mulatto grapevine that the likeness of 
Grandpere which the Madam had had painted for the descendants Oj 
Grandpere of a size^to their liking was given by Madame Aubin-Rocque 
to somebody now living in New Vrleand and that that copy is 
now in the Crescent City, Titus the mystery of that disappearance is 
solved. It is just a detail, of course, that the picture was 
painted for the descendants in general and supposedly would 
remain on Cane River, -But since the original may always t be 
viewed by local residents, the absence of the copy doesn t matter 


Memorandum 


The /elegant weather continues, quite cloudless and the thermom 
touching 80 in the afternoon and 45 during the night, making everyt 
quite delightful, both waking and sleeping, 

f' T * ^ f • 1 • ' , __ 

The most unexpected episode of the day was a telephone from 
the Internal Revenue Department, asking me why I don't pay an 
income tax since I am a manufacturer, The answer is simple enough 
of course, but I find it interesting that the Government apparently 
check individuals against manufacturing establishments,, 

Sam Brown broke his leg today, too, and thut was unexpected be 
he usually sees to it that he never puts himself in a position to 
encounter ax y hazards . As chance would have it, however, he did 
decide to haul himself some wood, along with his father-in-law and 
somebody else and somewhere back beyond Little River while the 
other men were engaged in felling a tree, Sam somehow gotside swipe> 
by a big branch . They put him in a truck and carried him to 
the Cf tar ity Hospital in Alexandria. 


Sister Frances Jerome appeared on the dot at 9 this morning, 
She had been many places since last she passed this way, including 
theconferring of an honory degree on the President of Liberia which 
took place at some colored college, I believe, perhaps in 
Louisiana although it may have been in Washington D. C. 

■ , ■>' ; X' ^ 

Against she appeared all by herself and remained until 
noon, covering lots of ground through questions concerning 
local racial twi3ts. 


"Dear Pilgrim . 

Luch party seeems to have been going on across the fence during 
the afternoon and at first dark I noticed a couple of cars parked 
there, so I suppose the same one or another is jogging along, 

j \ uijjvaoT >r A tiu-ic ' ,-j *'>• *•<. 

A card from Honolulu, penned on Sunday night, mentioned 
a safe arrival there and departure on the morrow. Somehow the whole 
hejira seems so pointless, except for the immense amouxxt 
of mileage that can be chalked up within a limited period, 

Th.e enclosures are self evident. For the Segleau's, no pecanes bu 
for Delgado a show. I'm.wondering why Landsford didn twrite directly 


,I was vaguely surprised when she remarked she was sorry I 
wasxi t a ble to be present at the supper at the Church on 
Wednesday night which she had also missed. I told her that in 
reality, I had been there, She could but shake her head and 
wonder why several members of the congregation had told her I 
had,not been there whereas everyone present, you may be sure, 
was quite proud to note every single white person present. 









t 
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She had to laugh about a question put by one of the mulatto 
ladies in a group of the r ane River noblesse of color a while back. 
She said that amidst their chatter over coffee cups, several of 
them expressed resentment of Lyle for having referred to them 
a s "children of strangers", and the balance of. them echoed the, 
same feeling when May Balthasar spoke up to ask that Lyle hadn t bee > 
pretty much right, —a question that knocked everyone down and-set 
the Sisters present to suppressed giggling. 

She wanted to ask me, in pursuance of this tizzy, if 
I thought any of them had any justification for their resentment on 
the gounds that perhaps some of them had been legally married • I 
pointed out that Lyle got his title from the Bible, - Old Testrnent, 
where some reference is made to Abraham, 1 believe, or some such, an 
e several tribes of Israel and the children of strangers", - and 
the source of the title was a new bit of information for her, 
hen I cited the case of Marie iherese aid others of her generations 
a nd those of.the next, many of whom were ladies of color who became 
the common law wives of white men, pointing out that this mania the 
Vaccarini's have for "telling, the truth" about the legal marriages 
is just so much baloney since from the colonila period, the law3 
have made it impossible for a legal marriage to be perfromed joining 
negro and white into the blessed state of matrimony, I further 
cited the fact that, as every where else in the world, there were 
plenty of children begotten by comparative strangers as in the case 
of the granddaughter of Louis Metoyer, or,, and Fath.er Regis, the 
St. Augustin priest. She had never heard about that and 
was obviously astonished when I recited the story of innocent • 

°o much for Sister Frances Jerome and after dinner, I cleared 
decks for the -piscopalian Father “ilson and his Canterbury Club, 

But six and a half hours have elapsed since 2:2 0 this a fternoon when 
they were expected and as they leaven t put in an appearance or 
a telephone call, I take it I may assume they are not coming, 

» 

The merry-making goes on a pace across the fence with much 
entertaining on the one hand and much flying up and down the road 
to the homes of others engaged in the same sort of enterprise, 

The lady paused long enough to hurriedly read me a letter from Honol 
which a single glance had impressed the visitor as being more elegan 
than Miami and a tired note was i sturck in anticipation 
of the long water grasp route ahed toward i'okio, 

A slight pause at the end of the above parggr^ph. A frantic 
telephone from Celeste, saying the servant hadn t prepared enough ic 
she was afra'id to go to the big house alone in the dark, 0-uess who g 
and guess to dropped it in the kitchen and therebye avoided the gues 
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Memorandum : 

he same wonderful Indian Summer, continues, warm and 
cloudless, but the weather report promises a cold wave with 
thurnder showers before morning, so perhaps one does well to enjoy 
the balmy days as intensely as though the morrow would usher in wi 

I understand J, H. who 3upped with us last Saturday night, 
was intendeding to sup with mein lieber Belle last night. 

At that rate, he ought to be supping again with us here next 
Saturday, I suppose, 

I suppose one of the incidental manifestations of the 
short crop in the contton and pecane brackets came on Saturday 
afternoon, then Zelma went to set the table for supper, 
only three knives, 3 forks and 3 spoons were to be found. 

Everybody knows that some of the Williams tribe stole them but, 
as usually happens in matters of like nature, nothing is ever done 
it. After all, the silver was merely plated stuff and of no 
particular merit but no where else on the river could tenants 
get away with such depredations, Of course the theif never gets v 
far, or rather the plantation never looses very much for by some 
mapiupulations of figures, such matters are corrected when 
cotton poundage or pecane weighing starts operating although 
it is usually the whole population who helps pay instead of the 
culprit and that seems something less than fair, I recall the 
espisode of some guinea hens that were lifted, —o pair or 
four, I have forgotten which, and the following week fifty 
cetns or a dollar was deducted from dozens of harvesters so 
that the loss was ponpensated many times over. It's an 
individualistic way such things are managed, the like of which, 

I suppose, isn't to be found on a ^y plantation for miles around. 

While I think of it, the Aswelll. article about the geese 
seems to have appeared in Coliers, under date of the 26th, - 
but I know not if this be the 26 of October or /{ovember, either on> 
of ufhiqh would seem to be out of line for today s date. If you 
don t chance to get a copy, 1 can secure one for you if you 
wish to have one* 
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I was cm used at a social item in the Natchitoches Tines 
this week wherein it was stated that o. R. would, on the 
14th and 15th, be visiting "Mr, B. Christian , Minister of France, 
in Rangoon, Burma". I think "Mr. B. Christina" would 
like that one, too. 

It vjas only when E• Roscoe Murrow did a symposium on 
Veteran's Day that I learned that Armistice Day had been 
metamorphosed into Veteran's Day. And while E. Roscoe handled 
the matter with his usual persuasive eloquence, I was not 
converted. Armistice Day, so far as I am concerned, represented 
a day in which everyone, civilian or ex-military, might pause to 
consider the promise of blessings that are likely to follow the 
cessation of hostilities and to contemplate the horrors of war anc 
dedicate one's self to the promises of peace. The day representec 
something in which e veryone might be equally interested and 
suggesting the advantages of the cultivation of the fruix^ts 
of tranquility. Veteran's Day, however, ^olds nothing of 
this in its title. What's more, as everyone seems to agree, 
the whole Veteran business is primarily a political thing, 
cooked up primarily for the benefit of veterans exclusively, al¬ 
though their inclination toward extreme and stupid nationa.li sm 
may carry, even as a political party's platform, an enunciation 
of every aspiration on earth with a liklihood that few of 
the platform planks will ever serve more than for crack¬ 
pot orators to stand on to put over programs designed primarily 
to benefit a special group. 

If I understood E. Roscoe correctly, this change from 
the universel to the paritucular transpired in Congress last June 
somehow I miss hearing about it at that time. I predict 
that November 11 from here on will gradually degenerate from 
a place that represented something important in everyone s 
mind to something that is scarcely more than a field day and jroll 
for veterans as a special group 

In spite of the mildness of the weather and the absence 
of any breeze, vast quantities of leaves began swirling 
earthward from the pecanes, hinese magnoli c s, Crepe 
myrties, etc., this morning and all day that have gently 
created soft carpets beneath the increasingly barren braches 
over head. Some of the Chines magnolias, however, had retained 
their leaves intact and these present an unusually colorful 
effect of saffron a midst the dark-dark green of the grand iflora 
a nd holly leaves on neighboring branches. The intensity of 
the almost uniform yellow of the trees still completely 
clothed gives off reflections of color coverting every 
passing person into a distinctly Chinese coloring and the blue 
of the blue jays among the leaves is somehow converted into 
parrot green that is quite entrancing momentarily. 

1 






Memorandum: 

So far as the rain was concerned, the weather man kept his 
promise. About an inch fell gently during the night, giving 
the earth a maximum opportunity to absorb every drop, aut 
the modest inch seemed pretty puny in contrast to the 20 inches 
Bey West got on Sunday. I suppose 20 inches within 10 or 12 
hours must be something of a record for any place in the 
United States. 

' v J'tl 1 .V Oi’ % o * "* 

But the cold weather that had been predicted failed to 
materialise, I am glad to say and tonight's cloud cloverage 
will undoubtedly tend to keep the temperature warmer tonight 
than recent night of cloudless skies. ^ 

Under separate cover I am sending the St. Augustin 
booklet. I have not had an opportunity to run through it 
.but the few pages I did read, I penciled in corrections. 

There were one or t i^o minor ones I skipped but they were 
insignificant, such as referring to the bars in the Yucca window 
iron. They are of wood, —only the African Rouse having iron 
bars at the windows. 

* I 

I know that the manuscript wasn t proof read which may 
account for other somewhat odd impressions in print, as, for 
example, and apparently apropos - of nothing whatsoever, the 
statement appears that perhaps the old home of Joe and Celinze R 
which, as stated in the book, was an early convent, "might have 
been the original African House". What on earth would 
impell any one to hazard such an outlandish observation, I canno 
imagine and ,e spec ially so since every colonial community, I 
suppose, constructed qui^e a few building before erecting a conv 

I hope you don't mind the penciled corrections but should y 
chance to prefer doing your own marking, I shall be glad to 
get another book before this printing has-been sold out. 



a 
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Tuesday, November 18th, 1954, 


I think you will find the letter of Grandpere to one of the 
Sacpie's rather interesting and confusing , I wish it had 
been printed in the original French along with thq English trans 
I probably mentioned before that Grandpere couldn t write, but 
then neither can 1, and I suppose that like me, he probably had 
secretaries, Then, too, the letter, is dated from Yucca, which 
implies that he must have been calling over here, since obviousl 
he was not writing from his own home, *nd then there is that 
m a tter about the land for the church which he states has being 
situated "north of my house". The Augustin home stood slap at 
the end of the present new bridge where I have pulled o er its 
old brick foundations, The property belonging to the Church 
is situated not North but South of the ugustin home. Does 
this mean he formerly lived South of the present cite and 
later moved to the North of it, or does it mean that he 
originally gave, as stated, the land to the North of hi 3 
house stretching on North to Celine and Joe #oque later lived, 
since their house was at one time an early convent and the conve 
then might have been on the Augustin grant. It is d 1 
fery confusing but nevertheless interesting, Also we 
can see through the references to wagons covered with white 
where la Vaccarini got her covered wagon to pitch at me, 

I am glad the list of children of.Marie 'lherese and Augustil 
is included and that the names of the priests having served^St. 
Augstin are also listed. You will recall that it was that outra 
Father Regis who burned so many of the old records of the u hurch 
who begot the child, Innocent, by the granddaughter of Louis 
Metoyer, Jr., builder of Melrose, 

Long before reaching this point, you have been able 
to do a bit of chuckling in your beard, I suppose, when reading 
the attached clipping from the Shreveport Times about the 
"tanglewood gardens" of Melrose. Although ihe butterfly 
lilies continue tomhold, the end of .such a prolonged dry summer 
does produce an appearance that is probably somewhat le3S 
than trim although, and in spite of that fact, such an 
adjective was somewhat unexpected, But tomorrow is another day a 
f^must be up and about at an early hour to do a dab of untanglin 


Memorandum : 

■ 

Our lovely weather continues, pleasantly warm and cloudless. 

The clerk told me something today that I thought impressive. 

He was referring to Lloyd Jenk s tearing up of J. H.'s car one 
Saturday afternoon two or three weeks back. I guess that happened 
between4and 5 o clock in the afternoon, and shortly thereafter he 
returned hone to Shreveport. Between 7 and 8 o'clock that same night, 
Lloyd used his father s car and succeeded in smashing into another 
automobile doing about five or six hundred dollars worth of bust-up, 
somehow these two accomplishments within such a short time establishes 
some sort of a record, 

.three ladies from Do,l'las, through the Chamber of Commerce, made 
an appointment for a Melrose visit this afternoon. hg knew a little 
about the Cane River country but had only passed through atchitoches 

P VJ' aP % l halJ ' a d0Sen years ayo ’ °S were 5Qish, the 

third perhaps 65. Ihey represented that rare type of pilgrim who 

comes prepared to absorb much. I found their visit exhilerating. Th,e 
elder -lady on leaving was so filled with delight that she declared that 
m all the 60 odd years she had lived, no afternoon had afforded her 
so much by way of happiness. I directed them to little Miss hunter's 
cabin on leaving here. I think that would just about round out their 
visit to tUis bend of the river • 

..I Jiave one or two items concerning the S t . Augustin festivities. — 
an invitation, etc., which I shall send along with this memo or perhaps 
hold for the perhaps more extensive account in the local papers later 
this week. I thought you might like to include the uh ole business 

^‘usy tines b ° 0k ^* indeed * sucfi mai ' ters ar e to be countenances in these 

n . An T d ^ ho V/ got this far without mentioning today's incomping 
post I don t know. There was no first class mail, —which is an oddity, 
but there was a parcel post package and you.have already guessed correctly 
as to whence it came, —slap from your friend, Herr Chimneystone 
in t.ie case of the Feliciana plate, it arrived one day and the 
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copyright certificate 01 i the following, I'rom this, I conclude that 
along about tomorrow, the three certificates should be blowing in, what 
with all six of the plates having safely arrived, Praises betltat 
little Miss Lee isn't going to be called upon to fill out more of those 
silly applications, 

I read a little more from The China Tangle last night, I am 
more amazed than ever at all F. D. R• had to put up with through the 
tomfoolery of .the Ceneralisimo, The latter appears to have been 
indifferent as to how things went in t}>e war, just so long as he could 
keep hold of the political party, —the only recognized political 
party, in China, and as for giving Stillwell and associates the 
opportunity to make use of any Chinese troops for staving off the 
Japanese from swallowing China, such a thought never seemed to enter 
his head and after E. D. R, had dinged it in, the stupid man stillrenained 
obdurate, 

And now that he is sitting off yonder in Formosa and that noisey 
Sev.ator from California, -Holan or whatever is name is, one wonders how 
said Senator can be forever beating the drum in Chang s favor when 
the least help anybody could be fo getting the "peanut", as 
Stillwell styled the veneralisimo, had never lived, 

* 

I was sorry to learn of the death of John or rather of Lionel Barrymor ,] 
I liked his autobiography so much and I liked his a ding and what 

little of his musical compositions I have heard, 

* 

In both my Sunday and Monday memos, I intended remarking upon 
the marvelous photographs in the Life issue coming to hand on Saturday, 
carrying the "Man of Mercy" article concerning Dr, Schweitzer, 

«. * 

What a manand what drum beating some Churches would be making 
to create him a Saint during his life time if his particular sect only 
believed in tossing off a halo now and then indiscriminately to 
the living as well as the dead, 

I find it so thrilling that he has come into his won, after all 
these years and can sense that his influence for good is more than 
likely to out-live him, for surely his career will be pointing the way 
to others for generations to come A telephone c^ll interrupted my 
paragraph concerning the death of Lionel Barrymore but moving on 
to Dr. Schweitzer seems so logical some how,,,,,. 



Wednesday, November 17th, 2954• 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Friday letter in today's post. 

Please don t fret about being unable to find time for corres¬ 
pondence, The days immediately ahead are go'ng to be even busier than 
those just behind. They will be sufficiently demanding on strength 
as to deserve all the peace of mind available, and if a measure 
of that may be attained by taking time out to catch one's breath as 
one realizes the all is perfectly understood, then the employment 
of those all too infrequent pauses in non-correspondence activities 
is employed to the best advanadage, in the fullest realization that 
all is perfectly understood and that post holiday letters will be 
able to fill in the gaps, 

I'm so glad you aw an d enjoyed Uoel Coward s "Quadrille", I had 
not heard of it ajM so your reference was a distinct news item. It 
delights me" that a re already dreaming of how nice it would 
be so see it again and I'm hoping you may be able to fit it in by 
some miracle of calendar adjustments, It was so sweet of you to 
think of me when viewing it for the first time and I shall be 
so enchanted to think of you with the girl friend having another go at it, 
% » 

Our lovely weather continues, with boundless sunshine an d al 1 
■doors aid windows open. I cm hoping you may tye having a suggestion of 
the same type of thing and if the genuine isn t possible this late 
in the year, perhaps a "resonal facsimile thereof" may be av a ilable. 

To my surprise, nothing came to hand in today's post from 
Herr Chimneystone. Perhaps tomorrow will bring the certificates, 


In pursuandee of the Collier's article by Aswell regarding the 
excellence of geese as hoe hands, I was much.interested today when 
Zelma told me that while there is still plenty of cotton to be gathered 
on the Williams plantation, - —it is a mystery how that plantation 
was he only one producing much of a crop this year, —the firends of 
hers who have on jfmeasion gone up there to pick cotton have not 
a t at all enchant^} with the condition of the , fields, for, she says, 
the cotton rows are often lost in weeds and grass, and what with the heavy 
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Thursday, November 18th, 1984* 


in fjovcmber , one is likely to yet soaked with sane after they have 
discovered the cotton stalks, From this statement, I conclude that 
while geese are wonderful at pulling grass and weeds, they a ren t 
quite perfect as yet, Obviously, if the geese were as good as hoe- 
founds, geese would have been used all these years for just the 
purpose that so much publicity is now being given • 

Then, too, I suppose that while elimination of th grass and 
weeds is the major purpose of or in the using of a wtz hoe, a secondary 
reason for said hoe, and perhaps almost as important, is the 
stirring up of the earth in which the cotton plant grows A 
goose may extract an occasional blade of . grass but A doufit if 
he bothers much about breaking up the earth crust that t'ends to form 
abopt the plant itself • 

In short, Mr, Aswell had a good story wh'^b was true enough in 
so far as the story part was concerned _~the geese helping to keep down 
•i measure of the grass, --but actually * a goose doesn i entirely solve 
the age old problem of cotton hoeing and there isn t much danger 
of the birds replacing the old fashioned method right away. 

Zelma said that one cotton picker from Melrose who had gone to 
Vienna plantation __ the Williams place, to do a bit of picking, came 
home remarking that if the owner of the geese would only let them rest 
during the summer, teaching them a new trick while they rested, they 
might, if properly trained be able to pick the cotton instead of the 
grass and that would be much b'etter all the wa around, I thought the 
point an interesting one and undoubtedly on the profound side, 

Zelma continues to to have little quilting parties nightly, hoping 
to finish her work by this week end, 'Various families converge 
on her house nightly, the ladies, for the most part, pushing the needles. 
Puny entertaining the gentlemen and the children frolicking generally, 
Jhat interested me particularly is the fadt that sometimes the gentlemen 
<r take a hand at quilting, hey say that ^n the latter category, 

Jlyde Claude Emmett L a vis is among the more skilled artists at 
these quilting bees I have heard of quiltin^fees in Hew England but 
I think I never heard before of the gentlemen part id peeking in them 
to the extent of doing any work . ^ 


I have had a busy da„ -busy with people but slign\ opportunity 
to do much work but n y calendar is fairly free for the morrow and perhaps 
I 3 hal make up for lost time then * But no matter what the day calls forth < 
it will be the happier bec„use of the pleasure your nice letter brought 
with it in this week's post .•••• 


Me m o rand um t 

Thanks to the thoughtfulness of little Miss Lee, an 
ample supply of carbon paper is to hand, enabling us to breexe 
along with our nightly comparison of notes, regardless of the 
status of the ribbon • 

Today's post brought quite a few pieces of nail, including 
the three enclosures from mein lieber Chinneystone • How nioe 
to be thus assured that he has finished with his fiddling and that 
our mansions are finally finished • 

But this is the only communication I have examined, what 
with a movie at the local honkey-tonk, a basketball game 
at Montgomery, a swing-out at St, Mathew's school and a party 
at St, Augustine's school on Little Hiver, the secretaries 
all got lost as between there and here• A couple passed this 
way around S o'clock this afternoon, on their way home from school, 
but I had some of Celeste s friends on my lap at the time and 
so I lost out completely in so far as desk work is oonoerned • 

I think there was nothing of muoh moment in te post ayway, & though 
there appeared to be an envelope from that Marshall woman and 
I am always curious to examine messages from that unpredictable 
quarter since on one occasion a while back, as I started reading 
a letter from her, somebody knocked on my door and Lol there 
stood the writer of the letter • 

% _ 

But in skipping the in-ooming matl, there's no great 
lose without some small gain for now I shall be able to dispose 
of a few letters which I should have written days book, — 
Jeanmard, Garber, etc,, and after that I shall have time to 
proceed further with the China Tangle • Like most tangles, 

it makes rather slow going but the pytw pattern gradually 
emerging is so pertinent to tomfoolery being dished out by 
politicans and I don t want to miss a line setting forth 
this exceddingly complicated matter • 

O' - wi' » •• • • ' ** *. \ • 

Whatever else one may say about today's government in China, 
it would seem obvious that at least there is one, and this seems to 
be in sharp contrast to the situation to the state of things 
when Chang waa trying to give the impression that there was 
such a thing over which he was forever hut never effectively trying 
to sponsor • 
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Friday, November 19th, 2954* 




From E, Roscoe a broadcaat tonight, I learn that 
a new snag has struck the Senate proceedinga, Within the 
next day or two, I suppose, aome way will be obaeruing that 
the junior Senator from Wisconsin has developed a sore elbow 

from laughing up his sleeve,, lienorandumi 


This evening's radio from Shreveport announced the death 
of Dr, Raymond Maya of that place, Re waa here for 
a prolonged go at gardening with me a while back, «—a man 
of perhape 45 or 50 and posaeaaed of a at a lwart body, — 
all except the heart, Re had done much by way of cultivating 
camelliaa and hia collection is said to be a very excellent one• 

For hi8 first wife, ~he was married but once, he married 
the widow of one of the Natchitoches Deb±ieux widows who 
ia a friend of Celeste and the aya camp ia some where on Cane 
River in the Bermuda section but I know not where aa I have 
invariably declined their invitations, aa these have always 
been joint affairs for Celeste and me a n< J ^ have no inpulse 
to spoil perfectly good card games, —that a what 
most campa a re for, and besides I am quite contented to fiddle 
with j iy own camelliaa, 

• | 

Celeste hod a letter from J, H, in today's post. It 
had been written en route from Tokio to Song long whence it was 
posted on Sunday , the 14th, He expressed surprise at the 
Communist racket around the Imperial Hotel in Tokio and hinted 
the uproar in that place waa considerable, He mentioned having 
met some very interesting travelers and that he planned to 
telephone "Hr, B, Christian" on reaching port, I gather 
they may have had a couple of days together aL ong about 
Monday and Tuesday, if contact was established, but 
who in the world can guess where "Mr, B, Christian" might be at 
any given moment r In fact his whereabouts , I suppose, are Just 

? boutas unpredictable as those of J, H, Henry for any given date, a»;> 
o it will be remarkable if these two meandering planets 
ever find themselves in conjunction • 

I shall hold the one or two items for the scrapbook for 
ai other day or two, awaiting the arrival of the local newspaper 
which will probably have a more complete account of the festivities 
than the scraps already to hand and may therefore present an easier 
arrangement of the subject if all are forwarded at the same time,,,, 

\ 

I \ 


The perfect weather continues with the promise that the 
thermometer will sag into the 40'o tonight and that clear skies will 
prevail throughout the week end, 

I hope you had an opportunity to laugh with me tonight when 
Lowell Thomas was speaking his piece, I had not expected a 
word sounding alarmingly like "deary" out of his script although 
he didn't say precisely that but "deseary", which had to do with 
the premiere of "Desiree" I can think of nobody earning a living 
through the microphones who oan jive a twist to French names in 
anything that , approaches the Thomas rendition, "Deseary", — imagine• 

I had one of those cluttered up days with pilgrims arriving 
before mail time and staying until 22i50 and coning b a ck again 
and remaining until supper tine, 

It seems that the National Folk Festival or some suoh outfit 
is making a survey of the St, Martinsville neighborhood with a view 
to putting on a prolonged celebration in the Land of Evangeline a 
year hence. Their survey carried them to Natchitoches with a view 
to finding out what colonial connections the written, printed and 
nan made records might reveal as having connections with St, Martinsvill 
Ora telephoned me at 6t30, saying that somebody had told them they 
would do well to oonsult me and that at that moment they were heading 
this way. 

Veil, they fell in love with the place, immediately began plane for 
including Melrose in some phases of the centenial and after leaving, 
telephoned back from town, saying they had contacted some other people 
from South Louisiana and Northern Illinois and wanted to know if they 
could return this evening. Before they were finished, they tried to 
sign me up for something or other in their pow-wow down yonder, 
but I told them that having spent a pleasant day in n place that existed 
in the r minds, they had better step back into reality and forget all 
, fjbout Melrose <ed me, save as an illusion which they had liked while it 
lasted but was to be remembered only as a mirage, I'm sure I m not done 
but I m glad it will at least be months before I see them again, I hope, 


I 
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Sunday, November Slat, 2954 . 


\ 


I didn't get around to spend much time with the secretaries 
s a result of the St, Martinsville business but I did manage 
to explore the note from that Marshall woman with such a degree of 
speed that I hqve but a somewhat vague notion as to what she had to 
report, I don t want the letter b a ck for what was important 1 
comprehended, namely that she might come by to see me today or Saturday 
or Sunday, and that impressed me powerfully since I have told her billio 
of times to come any time she pleased exoept on week ends* 

Apparently she 's bogged down in her lake building project and 
from that I take it that you are not likely to see her in Manhattan duri 
the balance of 19 55 or rather the balance of 19 54 but perhaps I might 
just as well said 19 55 as well, for nobody can ever predict anything 
4 b where or in what guise she will break out, I must say I cannot 
imagine her financial status . Purely one would suppose that 
she wouldn't undertake the construction of an artifioal lake with 
retaining (polls for her hill-billy pine trees if she was worried about 
her mortgages, —but again, .one never knows and I'm honing 
she herself doesn t for I should imagine a sudden realisation on her 
part as to what I aisume her financial status is not would impell her 
to be the first one to jump into her lake after she had finished buildin, 
it. As between this paragraph and the above, I paused to sniff a 
second time at the bouquet of butterfly lilies in the living room, It 
gradually dawned on me that their perfume was growing amaaingly intense, 
and on investigation, I discovered that they were being out done by a 
bevy of skunks un er the house who much be preparing a midnight Mass, 

It's wonderful how subtle can be the transition from sweet to aorid 
so that one scarcely notices it until the perfume has been completely 
over powered by the"stench, terrific and intolerable" * to quote 
a line from Saint Simon regarding quite a different circumstance, —the 
explosion of the funeral urn holding the entrails of la Crande Mademoise J 
during the celebration of the final rites for that remarkable lady. 

Madam Regard and I had t quite a pleasant session along about 
first dark tonight, I hadn t seen her at coffee time this morning and 
a s Celeste had not returned from the funeral of Dr, Mays, I welcomed 
the opportunity for a little chat with one of my favorite characters, so ) 
if your ears were burning, you may well imagine the cause,,,. 


l 


Memorandumt 


* • v' W 

Ho, nice to find your letter in Saturday's post. 

doom town are J up town 0,1 d 

energy, not to meutlou tb. frolic It.Ting ££ Tuff .land. 

incoming memoranda* on” Ipray ’you not to , “* a b,,n fouided b 

during these hurly-burly YiVLJ'ViJlllJ a * Ul *P* an V responses 
ensuing 6 weeks, 9 88 retohin 9 immediately ahead during th{ 

did ^I*get*longer 9 pe^snec^tiV'" ^Prsss you, even as it 

ever that it was written when ihl °* *1**' 1 more the 

8? * wn * n the lady was temporarily unbalanced, 

death of jUr, Barrymore 8 , *J M didn^t a UP ° H neW net *xcept the 

single announcement of his death U9 mention of him, sav 

impressive because of the number of *1^°'' *J 8 S uneral ^ve bee 

and I'm hoping the services incl JSCJVfl 9 their S incd tribute, 

composition, aded musical compositions of his own 

adventure, I wa/tVo^pVak^o/Vt^in Tome*l 1 ? ad 8UoA 0,1 unU8Ua * 
at the close of that o that tht d f to ”* 1 *<*¥ have mentioned 
a Migh Mass under the housl On 1.%!' Ca * 8 preparing 

and discoverd that the ii n,\f ea i in 9 Vour letter, I stood up 9 
opened wide the livina roam a U1 \* ma8 tremendous , I accordingly 

order to ActUt f.Tc ,VcTlaTcn of l r “XnT T •‘SB* > 

attend to one or two little matters V* ile tfl9 bath, J paused t 

be confronted by a female fiaurm V?J d ?? amaaed, on hear a step, to 
it must be Carolyn although, 9 as she * v / ira f bought was that 

have entered the house .to s av nothin a Z 9alis * d would not 

Throwing her arms n bout ms .a n ° thln 9 about the bathroom without knock 

of affection bTtths.VwVrl In^leHnJ^'r 8 ^^ 80 ^ protestat 

£ lnttr e ed r fl*ihw S ith “-iUT^Ttd**/°* 




* 
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ihVm haS o couple 0/ drinhe. 

Ik. la dt.s reported that tfcjjl V* * {f s tTt 

front gate where the car was pa * uery dark outside 

once to persuade the man to com - 1». •j wa 

a»d I marveled that J 1 *'®"* the^te but Dan’s wife insisted 

glad to accompany Covered as soon as we were outside why 
Irma remain here * I aiscovercu, « nlnu-actsd at being 

this recommendation had been made*, , / P j to li/t 

uucertafn on »er /eet, /ell to the ; m „ /, r k. on. 

Her to her /eet, sdeemmp ler.« around / «, ie^nd 

1 fell slap on top o/ her. Obo ouslp her eex v»P 9 „ t 

control but I dlo-ntanpled nyeel/, »o “? 3CV tng her pr 

to the gate* But the gentleman Irma's friend* A; 

to watt /or the ladies* Dun s f hard road that 

so we returned to Yucca, and 1 «•<* wrtttny 

SI SkTSSS llt%ZhZdLch you .««k* /*»<* sufficiently exp. 
i/ read at this point* 

If I remember correctly, ion's xt/e to 'Z'chf'a A*t *»» 

n^f/oi «uM'bi a “n'1r«“ond 0 “'u,» but Cermo and loon. 

^^SS;ilS5^ 

ss c.- 

SES& s s»-. 

much after the manner of a dog fe | rrow behind with her 

-Sw. «r.i k“r k«5* S { do* r my torso. , 

off buttons and, by some miracle, keeping up with us* 

At the gate, Irma got into the car but Junewouldn’t until 

to run up to do so tn person* I told ner no*™ ou* 
hearing from me* And that is that, —up to no®. 


Monday, November 22nd, 195U. 


Memorandum 1 

I have a few minutes In the office alone this efening and so I am 
laying hands on this old machine of J. H.’s, thinking the reading of 
this mono might be a little easier on the eyes. As the machine seems 
a little rickety, however, I may not do much better so far as the final 
results are concerned than I would have accomplished with ay own but fainter 
ribboned sagaget. 

Prom two or three quarters today, I have learned that J. H. Williams 
whose plantating operations were touched upon in the recent Collier’s article, 
is manifesting signs of late that he is far from well, —physically or mentally. 
And just after these reports came to hand. Ora telephoned me to pass aloi^ 
a message from St. Martinsville, and remarked that R. B.*s days are very full 
just now, what with much of the vast plantation operations of his brother falling 
on him temporarily at least. I may have mentioned a while back that while 
on a Florida junket with seme bankers, J. H. "illiams was, stricken with 
appendicitis and refused to let an operation be performed. By the frlmw he got 
back to Natchitoches, the thing had urst and it was touch and go for quite a 
while whether the local physicians would be able to save him. He hasnt 
appeared up to par since then and now he has startled his family and friends 
on numerous occasions by suddenly and in the most inappropriate places, falling on 
his knees and beseeching Qod to give him aid and wisdom in managing his 
financial problems. From this and other sidelights, I gather somethixg 
like full control of the vast plantation operations is likely to fall on 
R. B.*s shoulders almost aiy moment, and as the days come and go, the 
family’s worries increase propo rtionately. And since it never rains but 
hx it pours, his mother, who was born about the same as the Madam, has 
had- a mild stroke, —I believe this is the second, and Madam Beaufort is addiry 
to the family confusion by generally raising Hell. I feel more sorry for the 
in-laws than anyone else, since they inevitably seem to have to go through 
more on such occasions than even the immediate family. 

I am trying to make some sense out of my own schedule as regards the 
Baton Rouge radio and press thing but as yet I seem to have solved nothing. 

Either I failed to read Carolyn's last letter correctly or else she was running 
true to form when the days of riday Saturday or Sunday got into uy 
mind as to the magical moment when i might expect her to blow in. It had 
occured to me that she might be planning to head out for New Orleans while in 
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Louisiana and I foresaw the possibility that I might hop a ride with 

her as far as Baton Rouge* But I should be old enough by new to realize 

that counting on Carolyn for being at ary place at a given time is 

ridiculous* The main reason I should like to make use of her 

horseless carriage is based on the factthat by using such a seemingly 

unexpected means of travel, I can the better rig up an excuse to avoid 

getting entangled with the Baton Rouge Henrys, — -a possibility of which is 

something to ponder upon well in advance and be avoided if at all 

possible* The thought of dinners with them or if not at their home at 

the country clud fills me with a sensation that makes going seem almost 

impossible, and if I can employ dependence on transportation matters 

as a fairly good excuse, —seemingly, —much can be avoided that 

would be exceedingly worrisome* Perhaps Carolyn will telephone me in advance 

of her advent, and if so, I can rig up the Baton Rouge radio thing sufficiently 

in advance so that I may hit the town at the appropriate hour and then 

head back home by bus, immediately afterward, I hope* In the mean time, 

Mrs* Stirling must be as unsettled about the matter as I, but ( since 
she doesn t have to consider the social alternatives, she can t possibley 
be especially sympathetic with ny coyness* 

The ladies across the fence were at the BeautySalon in town when 
I passed their way this morning* eleste telephoned me at noon to say 
scyoe^ody in town who she had bumped into wanted to interview me but she 
rHHn t know the details* That was one reason why I thought it would be 
nice''to come over here to the office this afternoon for a dab of 
correspondence so that ay telephone might ring its bell off without 
any qualms abou answering it* Celeste also said she would lpick up 
some Christmas Festival programs for me while in town this afternoon and 
if she does, I shall get one into the mail for you before tomorrow*s post 
leaves. The article, of last year, somewhat s ortened, as I understand it, 
is being used and will therefore be of no interest although I thought 
you might like to see the advertisement covering the plates* 

With a!4 that tomfoolery in yesterday* s memo cluttering up the 
page, I didn t touch on a billion points I had in mind* ut I did 
want to thank you for the clipping and for the news concerning the 
death of Matisse and most of all for the very kind things you had to 
say regarding Marie Theresa* I find every endeavor so exhilarating 

E lmarily because one kindred soul knows what it is all about and 

fe and little Miss Bee takes on an identical quality which only you, too, 

can appreciate* 
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Tuesday, November 23 rd, 19*>U* 

t t 

Memorandum* 

This selicious Inidian Stunner weather continues, all blue and gold with 
sufficient ozone and bracing temperatures to fill one with endless impulse to 
be pulling around at gardening* 

This morning I accomplished quite a lot before 9*30 when somebody or other 
came for an interview but the ensuing session wasn 1 1 of much acco nt, for 
all that was proved was that "ohnly two people can talk" and the would-be inter¬ 
viewer brought a couple of people along for making the most of the opportunity 
of having a go-round of historic old Melrose* The go-roundiwas a success, I 
think, but the interview was a ifizzle and for that I wasn t sorry since it 
wasn’t I in quest of a tell all* 

The morning's post brought a letter for Celeste from J* H., posted in ThjtLand* 

I gather that ong Kong must have turned out to be more fascinati ng than had 
been anticipated for he lingered there a day or two beyond schedule, 1 believe* 

As ong kong, so far as I know, is nib famous for its agricultural endeavors, I 
assume the social life of the Crown Colory must have turned out more entrancing 
than had been conceived when the initial plans for the trip were arranged* *He said 
telephone communication between Hong Kong and Rnangoon had been cut and so he had 
sent Christian a letter by messenger and he expected to be in Curma on Thursday, 
but * m not s re if that was last Thursday or this* 

While I think of it, I wanted to mention that in some news boradcast 
recently, —perhaps from a Lowell Thomas out-put, mention was made of some 
peculiarity of birds and how by nestling down against a brach when going to sleeep, 
their toes lock and that is what keeps them from falling off their perch* But 
after that, the speaker went on to say that this was a bit of information 
he had learned from reading the new life of Audubon by Mr, and Mrs. Hohn 
Kieran, or however one spells the name of that sports writing bird enthusiast's name. 
I suppose the newspapers have already review this item and so yWu may be acquainted 
with it, but I thought I would mention it regardless. This sort of a writer 
ought to be able to turn a new twist in the -Audubon saga, since probably 
John James would probably find himself playing second fiddle to the birds and 
that would be different, 

I waited too late to have a go at this machine and now that darkness has 
settled down, the office is beginning to bum with people passing this way 
on business and social bents and I shall accordingly have to break off at Ibis 
point and continue****** 

over, I hope. 
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And so book .to Yucca, the Royal and the carbon, and 
I'm hoping the change isn't bringing too much difficulty in 
its train. 

I heard two things on the radiothat arrested my attention, 
one disagreeable, the other delicious. The disagreeable one 
reported a squabble in pineville, —across Red niver from 
Alexandria. It had to do with the issuance of applications 
for attendants at theState hospital there, inviting both negro 
a .id white people to apply for the positions. Ttiis immediately 
brought forth a scream from the hill billies and Gordon 
Randolph of Colfax a« Chairman of some Board or other instantly 
sent a telegram to the institution, demanding that no negro 
be permitted to apply. This will please Blythe enormously, 
especially as she and the Gordon Randolphs are fast friends and 
both Blythe and Gordon, I am sure are equally anti-negro. And 
so the Colfax riots of 187Z can still be remembered although 
Gordon doesn't, fortunately, possess the little old cannon currsntl 
resting in the Melrose garden. I shall make it a point 
between now and the morrow's out-going mail to pen Gordon 
an appropriate rasa on the UcCarthism bray he i-S making. aio 

On the pleasant side, I Stumbled over an air wave that was 
carrying a remarkable Carmen Caballero rendition of 
"The Stars and Stripes Forever" and "The 12th Street Rag", 
both so wonderfully variated that one could dL most sis 
the variations of the central theme as being hung on 
as paper chains on a Christmas tree or galaxies of tiny 
blue elec ric lights tossed across the beacon lights of the lamp 
posts on Cane River bridge at flatchitoches when the 
time comes for turning on theholiday lights. I have always 
wondered if el Caballero ever made a recording of flola but come 
to think-of it, I suppose Uola would be rather two short a 
composition for a recording all by itself. 

I suppose we shall be hearing from Dora shortly regarding 
the Oklahoma Editor who has come out for the junior Senator 
from Wisconsin as President, hoping to eliminate Ur. 

Eisenhower at the next Repubj ican national convention. This 
ought to be just fine if only all the old Dixicrats will join 
with the UcCarthy-ites and thus hand the Presidency to Mr. 

Stevenson on a sliver platter. 

I can't re iember, having thought -of-4>t so often, if I mentiont 
I did not know the Illustration Christmas number you referred to 
in your last letter. I'm still loving my Plaisir de France 
of last year and am wondering what they are stirring this year. 

Such thoughts take one back to such hurly-burly days when these 
items were so much to the fore along about this time of year.... 


Wednesday, November 24th, 1954. 

J- 4 - v - - . ..... j • * * »• • ; ° w 

■ * • £■ 
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Memorandumt 

, 

A new ribbon, as you. see, and thanks to little Miss Lee. 


I took the precaution to make the envelope before starting 
our little chat, however, —just in case the thing should 
suddenly "fly the coop", for I never am quite sure if the 
ribbon is going to perform correctly or not. 


I might also remark that if it does track along alright, 

I shall enclose both today's and tomorrow's memo under the 
same cover since there will be no out-going mail on the morrow. 


I can well imagine with what a sigh of relief you may have 
folded up down town this evening, what with the morrow being 
a holiday from office labor at least. I am holding the thought 
it may provide a measure of leisure at home as well, although 
we all have discovered on occasion that so-called holidays 
may represent more excitement than our work-a-days But at 
least the energies expended around the heath tend to exercise 
a different set of muscles even though leisure itself 
may elude us. 

V ' . ■ .! ‘ V •: . "I - .• : - 1 

Another bathroom surprise today, but, thank heavnes, in 
no way resembling that of last Friday night. It was dark when I 
returned from supper and my hands were on the greasey side w after 
I had fed our furred friends on the gallery. As it was time 
for Lgwell Thomas, I lost no time on entering the house and 
diving into the bathroom, which, vaguley speaking, was just 
that for I wasn't long in discovering from the slosh of things 
that the room was under water, —a pipe having broken during 
the supper hour and what is perhaps one of the larger private baths 
in Louisiana afloat. As an amateur plumber, I could readily 
be beaten by someone like Ur. Einstein but by some.miracle, I 
managed to cut off the gusher. So far as what the Reverend Thomas 
had to report, however, I wouldn't know. 


. .i • • ‘ 

A month ago, I wrote the U^wOrleans public Library, asking 
that they send me a flock of Talking Books, sufficient in number 
to carry me through the impending holiday period and suggesting 




ir 
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that some of their other customers might welcome similar shipments 
in view of the labor this would s a ve the over-worked postal people 
as between now and the first of the year, I received no response, 

of course, and no extra shipment of books and so I currently 

dwaddle a round with ig Corsby's autobiography which is 
entertaining enough but consists of a fare that I should relish 
more if I knew there were something more substantial to hand 
. which I could turn to on occasion, 

I didn't see the ladies across the fence, what with much 
Church business in the morning and town in the afternoon, It 
is understood Juanita and her mama will arrive from Conroe sometime 
in the morning but Celeste will not be here as she has a funeral on 

in town. But we are to dine at the big house anyway and so 

I shaL 1 do what I can to keep the home fire burning until the 
clan asseumbles about the groaning board, 

So often this afternoon, I have found myself thinking o Lizz Bentlt 
after the radio reported the murder of Mr, Remington in prison, 

I suppose the lady has feelings although I am not sure on that 
point, any more than the late delegate of the Soviets to United 
Nations, a gentleman so adept in sending so many of his former 
pre-Staline associates to their death. Had it been Lizz 
instead of Remington who had died, I suppose Mr, McCarthy would 
have wept o er her passing, even as Moscow prepares to hang out 
the black crepe to express their gr ef over their loss 

• 

I find it singular that the Remington death should have 
occured so shortly before Alger Hiss is released from the same 
prison How remarkable it is the way Fate has a way of pointing up 
certain impending events There would have been a sufficient flurry 
over the Hiss release had not Remington died, of course, but 
this will tend to heighten public interest, I suppose, 

I cannot help feeling that Hiss was railroaded and 
the more I listened to the truth distortions in the recent polotical 
campaign by Mr, Nixon, the more I felt that his badgering of 
Mr, Hiss had plenty of the same kind of misleading angles 
about it, 

• • 

Knowing nothing about any of the people concerned, I can 
but let my mind wander over one list in which figures such names 
as Bentley, Chambers, Nixon, McCarthy and over ai other in which 
Remington and Hiss figure, and if I had to decide in favor of one 
or the other, I most certainly would decide in favor of the latter • 

Well, so much for the eve of the great American bird, 
and may your Thanksgiving Bay hold a heap of happiness just for you,,,. 


. Thursday, November S5th, 19 54* 
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Memorandum i 

. 

This has been the pleasantest Thanksgiving Day 
I can remember in Louisiana, 

• ■ 

We were a small group, running about the board 
in this fashion, —Pat, Celeste, Frances Henry(Paynie(s 
widow), mo iJneme, the clerk, Juanita, Madam Regard and 
Mrs, Anderson (juanita(s mother). We dined at the big 
house with no tensionat all, —that being the unusual thing,- 
a nd everybody as gay as a cricket . 

... . i- .5 * "> : • ~- • ' ' ; 

The weather was perfect and although, like 1 50 million 
other Americans, 1 ate too much, I felt equal to doing a 
bit of gardening afterward, 
y <(4 , qv; w ,\ SiVil LLs>55I0‘* * 3~-;. 1- 3 4' 1 ■■ 55 3 5>i 

I was glad to have a telephone from Ora who had nothing 
in particular to say but merely wanted to chat a little about 
her efforts at teaching English at the college and so forget 
some of the family burdens, lurking in the background, — 

J, H,Williams' unstable condition, his mother's stroke, etc, 

I was especially interested in what she had to say as to 
the hopelessness of teaching some of her students along 
lines laid down by the college catalogue, It seems 
that a few of her students come from high schools from 
the hill sections who, during their high school days, have 
had Shakespeare and the like thrust down their unwilling 
throats, primarily because they understood little or 
none of it, and the Shakespeare courses were served 
up to s tudents whose parents have had no education and 
whose primary training in the grade schools did not 
stress anything v a guely .relating to the language. 

It seems odd that students who have somehow engineeered 
themselves into college do not as yet know the rudiments 
of their own language but such is the case and whether 
in class recitations or in home work r such as writing 
reports, etc,, they are totally incapable of expressing 
themselves .in any other language than that 
of typical Tobaco Road vernacular • Cru accordingly finds 
it impossible to giue. ,them passing t grade* in the courses 
she is giving and, naturally, hash t either the time 
or the right to dropthe catalogue course in order to start 
these college people off on kindergarten English, It all 
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It <j2 1 seems so odd a nd so cockeyed somehow, 

Mrs, Coombs telephoned me, too. She is just back 
from several days on the witness stand in Shreveport, being 
the star witness of the Indians, —the Kaddos, —in 
their claims agai list the Government for the 1857 
fleecing the Federal Government g a ve the Indians when 
8 cents an acre was paid for a million acres (per acre) 
for property that sold in the following year for 8 dollars per 
acre • It appears the Indians may have a pretty good chance 
of wining. The local radios h a ve mentioned the trial 
recently but I haven't heard anything about it in the 
big chain broadcasts , Mrs, Coombs was satisfied with 
the way things went, —she has done research for 2 or 3 years 
on the matter, but she was doubly delighted during the trial 
to learn 3he had become a grandmother, her daughter in Mew 
Orleans having become the mother of a fine bouncing boy, 

I mentioned in a recent letter of hearing a 
piano record, as recorded by Caballero and somebody » And 
last night I heard the same name, —quite new to me but old 
to all T V listeners, it is said, —Liberace , —or some such, 
and tonight I noticed Lowell Thomas had something to 
say about the same gentleman and some love bust-up in 
Hollywood • It seems strange I should only bctve heard his 
name mentioned for the first time a couple of days ago and 
then should hear it so soon again ^n quite a different 
connection 

(I* ' . 

The enclosures speak for themselves, Madam Marco s 
fortitude is one of the most amasing things I know. It seems 
almost .incredible that her trials should have to drag out so 
endlessly and that none of her endless kin folk, some of whom 
have a great deal of earthly goods, cannot bestir themselves 
to bring about some civilised solution to this problem • 

*. 

-As for Bootsy Gay's letter, it appears just as 
cock-eyed as that article she wrote last summer about 
"Clemence Henry" and the memorial chapel built for saying 
prayers for Lyle's soul. As for Robert Tallant itching 
for an invitation to Melrose, all reference to that will 
be skipped in my response. Bob is a nice person and Celebeste, 
if she knew of his wish, would move heaven and earth to 
get me to invite him, for she is very fond of him ut it 
goes without saying that I have enough to 3ay grace over without 
adding Bot Tallant to the assortment. So closes Thanksgiving 
Bay, with lots to contemplate and endless gratitude to 
God for little Miss Lee •••••• 

•t , ?’ i Lear .t ■ o. . .. . i . .3- a 
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Friday, November 26th, 1954 • 

E 4 si ‘.0 0 r li . IX" i * 


• v V’...,:;: '• a;.: so o o a tu 'v. a o r 

Memorandum 

if $ •> . ’ ■ i*t l O 'J ->4.3 ,;*• • :•**’ - . t-.i. »!•< 

How nice to find your lovely letter of Tuesday in 
today's post • I shall always cherish the things you had 
to say • 

I appreciate so thoroughly all the hurly-burly that 
can confuse your days and I urge you not to undertake 
correspondence until the ever increasing pressure starts 
going the other way a little after the holidays and let us 
both hold the thought that Spring will break through 
early this year, 

I can imagine nothing more exhausting and futile than billiom 
of people trying to jam into a three room apartment, styling themsi 
birthday celebrants • And then a second go round in quite a 
different setting so soon afterward, What o santctum scanktorum 
the boudoir must seem after such commotion, assuming f one can 
keep awake long enough to sense where one is, I don t wonder 
at the splitting headache B 

And the use of the word, headache, recalls to mind how 
many years ago when breaking bread with friends hailing from 
Bopart-am-Rhein, my advise was sought as to what corrective 
measures might be taken to cure what was described as "a 
terrible head itch". Equal to any occasion in spite of the Bohemii 
in which I found myself, —I believe it was in Jackson Heights, 

I rattled off a curative which naturally I supposed would be 
used as an external ointment, Imagine my distress and that 
of the patient when I discovered the stuff was beingliberally 
swallowed in large gulps • 

lour sweet message to Celeste arrived in the morning mail 
and as I was having coffee alone with the ladies, between 
priests who were early callers and Juanita and mama, who were 
late callers, and thus I had the pleasure of hearing from you both 
this morning and this afternoon, Vhne Juanita and her mother, 
arrived, your name was brought up again and if your ears didn t bui 
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Sunday, November 28th, 19 54. 


it waan t for lack of peans of praise being sung by both Celeste 
a nd Uadam Regard, 

I shall be so interested to learn if the turkey 
beat the stork in the race that was under way a bout the time you 
wrote, A tie is such a unsatisfactory f way j of concluding any 
sprint and I'm hoping the two birds didn t touch home base 
at exactly the same time 

• • 

Our maruelous weather continues • Ee were promised, a low 
of 30 but it got down only tc 42 and -today it was in the 
mild 70’s.. are promised similar readings 
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Memorandum : 

You got cheated a bit in the last memo when, out of a clear 
3ky t the ribbon simply ran slop out of the 3pool and that jig 
was up, . 

I got Juanita to h a ve a go at rigging the thing up again 
yesterday, although I foresee the possibility that the same 
thing may happen again at any moment, so don t be astonished 
if a sudden quiet suddenly break out, 

On Saturday morning I had a cl11 from Alexandria, It was 
Blythe, s he said their first born, Dr, Paul Xing Rand, was down from 
Manhattan and wanted to spend some time with me, She said they 
would pass this way about 1 0:30 or 11, pick me up and we w ould 
dine in town at the hotel which is precisely what we did. The 
day was pretty and the three of us had an excellent lunch in town. 

On the way back, we stopped off at Beaufort, as Paul Xing ( hod never 
been there. Fortunately, Beth was not at home but her husband, 

Vernon Cloutier, was on the receiving line and so we had o pleasant 
chat with him. *e stopped again at la Hunter s and on reaching 
home, Blythe wanted to pull through the gardens which gave 
PnUl King and me a chance to have a couple of hours of conversation o, 
nbottle of Taylor’s port and both the bottle and the conversation we 
stimulating. I think I mentioned that Paul Xing is head of the 
med cal deportment of Western Union and he had many interesting t >ing. 
to tell me regarding that concern and other allied concerns. Re 
said he is contemplating moving from hi3 swanky Sutton Fl * ce apartmen 
which he likes ever so much, —a 11 except the rents exorbitnat. 

It seems to me somebody said he pulled down something l»«e 

20 or SO thousand a year but I suppose East River views and the Quest' 

bridge can be expansive financially, too. 

After t\e sitting, I began climbing back into my planta¬ 
tion clothes when I noticed pilgrims on the sun dial side of 
Yucca, but I never did find out their identity or how they got 
there as my ^Xephone rang at that moment • It was that 
Marshall woman. She said she was leaving Texas sometime 
after 5 ond would be here sometime^ after Q, That I could 
7 i. o 1 . p .q op r* i 2 w the * sometime pcivtm 
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And ao, a little after 10, we fianlly established contact and 
took up what we could on a half dozen tag ends. 

It turned out, among other things, that during the summer, some 
old friend of Carolyn's in St. Martinville had acquainted her 
with the proposed festival for 19 55 and nothing more had come 
to her attention. I accordingly gave her the names of the 
people in charge of the doings, —the ones who spent the day 
here a week or so back, and possibly some arranqments may be 
effected to put the magazine stories in Carolyn s lap. 

** < 

She plans to be in St. Martinsville sometime during this week, 
qoing from here in the morning to Baton Rouge and thence to Hew 
Orleans and then up into the Teche country, --St. artmsville, 
Lafayette, etc. In Lafayette she plans to make some contacts with 
oil concerns with a view of selling them some rather grandiose 
photographs of oil derricks, etc. She has some of these with ber 
and has sold some to Texas operators to the tune of about 100 dollars 
a throw. In Lafayette o number of Louisiana oil concerns have 
offices and through contacts there may pick up a few hundred dollars, 
I understand it and as she hopes. 

* Ve covered much exploratory ground today and had to sup 
across the fence tonight which was pleasant but took up too 
much time, of course. 

K . 

One thing which intisted me very much was particulars about 
certain Life photographers which Carolyn wa-s able to P°’ 83 . al ° t *9i 
I was especially interested in the account of Mr. Smith who took 
the pictures of Dr. Sweitzer s establishment which appeared in 
Life a couple of weeks back. Carolyn said that ltr. Smith is 


Monday, November 89th, 19 54 


Memorandum : 

■ v v . i, ^ ».■■■■• 

Today was ope of those rare ones when somebody says 
something of no particular interest or importance but the 
mere statement is so out of line with pre-conceived notions that 
the utternace gives one the impression of being thunder struck. 

j cV - i; 0-T - ‘ - o . V. - r ~‘ ^ - ■ • ' ■ ^ 

Carolyn was astir rather early and.when Eugene and I were coming 
from the store, she was touting some cameras and what not to 
her car at the front gate. I suppose it. was about 7 o'clock. 

But she lingered a little over breakfast as she had several 
ideas she wanted to discuss and I wanted to ask her one or two 
questions such as when, if ever, she contemplated a Manhattan 
hejira. Op that point she expressed the thought that it would 
be after the holidays • t 

■ •„ •: ' ■ ■ - ' ’ 

But eventually she headed out down the road with Baton Rouge 
as her first port of call as she had in mind to consult with the 
Secretary of Commerce and Industry with a view to rigging up something 
or other about the St. M ar ti nav ui e thing. I figured she 
ought to make Batqn Rouge by noon*. Her conference ought to finish 
off the afternoon and perhaps she would find herself in Hew Orleans by 
night. 

\ ' - u \ . (• . 

• ».* 0 v • * . i .» ./.) * w — # - • • - 

So be it. 


Carmen Breazeale telephoned me this afternoon to see if I 
would received some Magnolia Arkansas, people I would • She said 
she had so much enjoyed chatting with Carolyn this morning 0 That's 
when the thunder clap struck me. Now what in the world do you 
reckon she ujas fiddling around in Natchitoches for when the mere 
going in a northerly direction would add 15 miles each way to her 
eventual jaunt to Baton Rouge to the South. How gifted and how 
unpredictable that girl is. 

... 

,My schedule for the impending week appears nicely filled out althou 
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Tuesday, November 30th, 1954, 


the real jam will probably develope as the week advances 
a nd the pilgrims clog the roads in increasing numbers to 
be on hand in Natchitoches for the Saturday festivities• 

The Reverend Wilson of the Episcopal Church in Natchitoches, 
telephoned to ask if he might have one morning with me. I gave 
him Friday, as Thursday, Wednesday and Tuesday are already reserved 
a nd Saturday will be a hurly-burly anyway • la I also have 
all my afternoons taken and will have unexpected people dropping 
in, not to mention friends dropping in unexpectedly, 1 suppose 
I shall not miss my reading mac hine so much although I am sorry to 
say that it has played ou t and must go to town for some new 
tubes or some such. Perhaps this is a good week to have it out 
of commission since I probably will not be able to stay 
a wake much anyway. 

, -VC ■ . 'SjV. 8: i C s , „-yu'Y f 0 slf? <i 1 -•'3" i. . 1 r 

The span between Thanksgiving and Christmas is never heavily 
burdened with correspondence what with everyone spending 
their time at the parcel post window, I presume. Be that as it 
m a y, the in-coming viail already begins to show a certain 
thinness although 1 suppose the paucity of personal letters will 
soon be filled in with Christmas cards galore and so things 
will somehow get evened up that way. The enclosures speak for 
themselves and contain little or nothing of particular interest 
al though 1 am glad to learn that that Briarwood lady seems 
to be rocking along with*so much purpose. Really t hers has 
been an utter transformation since "ole Virginie^ I" passing, 
nd now everyt time I think of Caroline, 1 think of-that 
litle of the 1920's, —"Replenishing Jessica". 

* • v* wi 

Dan appeared at supper tonight, and appearedlight hearted, 
neaning he must have had a few drinks and since he ate little or 
nothing, that seemed to confirm the assumption. I gather 
,he has heard nothing as to his wife's visitation a week ago 
last Friday. Let us hope there may be nothing to report so far 
as an future repetition might be on that score. 

. i i ■ i .‘o 

The telephone just rang. It was Celeste, saying J. H. was thrilled 
at the entertainment on a diplomatic level Christian is putting 
through in his behalf at Rangood.l I'm so happy that for my 
part, I am sitting here behind the bushes on Cane River...... 


i i 




Memorandumi 


Our marvelous weather continues but we are 
again promised rain which may or may not develope. 

\\ Ysii a-'.: e. ji'.i \o a v, m a' * 

I am hoping you had the good luck to hear E. Roscoe's 
presentation of Winston Churchill over the years in the 
hour'8 broadcast last night. I thought it exceptionally 
well done. 

" ) 4 ’ 01 v v, • • 

I had intended hearing the Secretary of State which 
followed half an hour later but somehow, my eyes got 
to resting before he came on. 

i - :■ .. 

This morning read me the two Rangoon letters. Christian 
gave a dinner for J. H. .a small one I take it, and 
invited the American Ambassador which undoubtedly afforded J. H, 
an opportunity to talk over home things in a foreign land,— 
a sport which many people enjoy, I think. 

-- t hen there was a private puppet show for the 

Diplomatic Corps which Cristian contrived to get his guest 
into and there J. H. said he had an opportunity to chat with 
the Ambassadors from Great Britain t Tougo-Slavia, Japan, etc., 

, n nd he apparently enjoyed that, too, —the talk more than the 
puppets, if I know J. H. There was also a visit 
to a» ancient temple, one of the larger in Asia, he said, and 
I suppose because J. R. had, when college, intended 
being a surgeon, he had an opportunity to visit one of the 
great hospitals which he said was remarkably good, apparantly. 
His contact with the Chief Surgeon brought out the fact 
that the man has a son studying the sugar cane industry 
at L. S. U 9 and so that must have offered a common bond, 
too. And wfLile he said the conditions in Rangoon were 
unspeakably bad, his contacts with the gentry probably 
created a pleasant side, too . 

I contacted J (illspaugh's this afternoon to 
check on.their.supply of Cane River plates, as against 
Saturday's activities and learned that the advertisement 
in the Chamber of Commerce must have started paying off, what 
with the town of Natchitoches plates, the African House and 
the Cane River ones jogging along during the past few days. 

I shall take some merchandise to town in the morning as 
Celeste i8 taking Madam Regard to see the lady doctor and 
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that will give me an opportunity to pick up my readiing 
machine which I sent in for new tubes and a new needle today. 
l'm hoping I may be able to find it ready but if not, 1 shall 
have someone bring it down later in the week. 

I am hoping the Cane River plates may sell sufficiently in 
order that I may make a token payment on account to 
la Storm by the end of the year, as against the Hatches investment 
which probably will not move much before Pilgrimage time. 

While I think of it, I would mention that I learned 
the lady doctor was ,naturally quite depressed, following the deatl 
of the baby. She went to Biloxi or some such place for 
n week or so afterward but now is practicing again back in 


Vednesdcy , December 1st, 19 54 


Memorandum : 

1 • • '• * • ’ ■ • * * 

All I can say is .that little Miss Lee is so wonderful. 

The package came to hand today. 1 was so touched by 

its thoughtfulness, and. the ingenuity of mind that 
had figured out such an arrangement I alsmost disolved in 
tear 8. 


Everything so perfectly envisioned and executed, my 
next hurdle will be flattened before I reach it. My 
own dull brain would never have conjured up such a 
mastering of a problem and doubly so from such a remote distance. As 

_I _ J __L ___ J _ _ V t _*_• • ____ -L - V _ J _ __L J__ J.L . _.* 


pointed out some time back, the trick appears to be in getting the ribbo 
properly attached to the empty spool and you have solved this so perfect 
that the next replacement is going to be just as easy as one, two, three 

\ i C» i • 0*Vi i*. « * v... • - • 

I shall never be able to convey to you how touched I am by this 
kindness. Istn t it really remarkable how inadequate the word. Thanks" 
sometimes seems: 


And then then the little penguin numbers came as such a surprise 
in addition to the other item. Haturally I could not have anticipated 
what the package contained, but when I had opened it and found the 
spools and ribbon, I had supposed that was the crop but then, on removin 
the packing , I discovered the other gifts, and I was twice enchanted, 
not only for the thought behind them but because the inordinate dust we 
been having of late had. created a mild sandpaper condition in my 
throat temporarily, induced, I suppose, by a vague suggestion of 
a cold of no consequence so that the menthal was a double blessing. 

I feel so sorry for people who havebirthday but once a year, —it i 
so wonderful to have them, every day, made possible in my life only becau 


I heard something about the John Hay library being in 
Brown University at Providence and I'm wondering what ever happei 
tothe companion houses of John Hay and his intimate old friend, 
Eenry Adams, that were built side by side on Lafayette Square 
in Washington. Vaguely I had the notion the Adams house, at leat 
had been transposed into a museum.but perhaps that was merely a 
hope that I had had and that actuality had no part in it. 

I suppose we shell always be vastly indebted to oohn Hay for the 
diary he kept yhile.he was the youthful secretary to Abraham 
Lincoln. .And somehow Providence, Rhode Island seems awfully far 
cp ything n bout Abraham Lincoln, including a resting place for 
the Hav Papers concerning hi m . 
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Thursday, December 'Zrd, 19 54. 


of suprises, I had two or three things to do but did pause 
long, enough to window shop a bit when a gay print of a dancing person 
of color caught my eye, It was the handywork of Rosalind Hightower Aswe 
and I found it on the hilarious side, I was glad to find my reading 
machine over-hauled so that I might bring it back with me, Madam Regard 
session with the lady doctor was brief, The reports were all on the goo 
side, The physician had expressed the hope to Madam Regard that I might 
find an opportunity to drop by, but the schedule Celeste was trying to 
maintain prevented that • I should have liked to say Howdy but shall hav 
an opportunity to later, 

I had. an appointment for B o'clock this afternoon with a banker 
and wife from Covington, La,, but before they arrived. Sister Frances Je 
who had sent me a message by Celeste, dropped in She seemed as fine as 
and I can't make up my mind if 1 think her marriage to the Church was 
the correct course for her to take or not, Obviously she isn t conformi 
to p 013 ular notions as to the general pattern followed by nu n9 » Either 
the world is losing a first rate citizen or the Church is going to 
take a step forward through her influence, I find myself wondering if 
the "powers that be" wont be clapping down on her in about the same fash 
la Storm's pet priest was, t 

o 

She wanted me to clear up a few points in her mind regarding mulatt 
and white relationships, such as transpired when the Metoyer brothers 
married, the one a Prudhomme, the other Marie Therese, She needed to 
get a more distinct impression as to the finer lines of social cleveage 
the ranks of the mulatto gentry, too, such as the Metoyer snootiness in 
relation to and opposition to such "new comers", as say, the Joneses, 

I told her that Carolyn had said she would be glad to give her mate 
by way of illustration her study. She was delighted. If Carolyn gets 
back to Natchitoches on Saturday for the festivities there, and if she 
telephones me, I shallcontrive to get the two ladies tangled up with eac 
ofther and I think they might make quite a go at things as the one 
reminds me quite a bit of the other, 

: , • . ’■ ' A - 
"Digging Beyond the Tigris" by Linda Bredwood, or some such, is the 
book I have to hand, in spite of my pleas a month ago that an ample supp 
of books be sent to all readers to lighten the strain on the Post Office 
ployees during the holiday season, I think I shall order some Dostievsk 
for a sort of spare, and the sermons in the Karamazov are good for the c 
season, I should so much like to have a go at little Marcel but that se 
be a spilled milk aspiration. 

But there are letters to be written and I had better get busy on th 
They will be so easy to do. thanks to the happiness that is mine becuase 
of little Miss Lee . 





1 


1 1 a 




Memo rand urn: 


i S i 






JL J »J * ^ . ..I v • • » J 

I am still so. delighted with yesterday's suprise package contaii 
ribbons and penguins that I'm incap a ble of expressing my delight, 
Again my thanks and again and again, 

, j 

In this envelope . or an accompanying one, I am enclosing a batch 
of letters coming to hand of late, I think none of them are of any •. 
but I send them along in order that you may keep abreast with the 
drift of things, I suppose correspondence will begin to dwindle 
considerably from here on through the impending holiday season, the 
greeting cards displacing letters for the most part. 

In the span between dawn and dusk, my calendar seems full throui 
next Tuesday and it's getting about time for the occasional letter 
to come through, mostly from comparatively unknown people, asking foi 
an invitation to spend the holidays at Melrose •• It is fairly easy 
to issue a negative response but so impossible to convey to the 
writers any concept of the holiday set up in such surroundings, I 
recall so many letters Miss Cammie used to get on this subject. 

The writers almost invariably protested that if it weren't entirely 
convenient, they would understand perfectly but were always mad 
if a negative response were forthcoming • < 

• i . 

Three telephone calls have intervened as between this line and 
the word Memorandum, I knew not one of the people speaking. 

Each had friends from Heaven knows where, coming for the Saturday 
night business and hoping to edge in a Melrose go-round sometime 
over the week end. If somebody would only invent a gaget 
that would register if people are genuinely interested or merely 
dying to kill time, it would be very helpful to me in making 
t my dec isions, 4 


I believe Celeste is h n ving Betty Regard and husband and the thi 
children for the week end. As she has reservations at the Hotel for 
viewing the fireworks, I suppose some of her guests will make the a»oi 
ofthe accommodations for remaining over night, I suppose the whole ti 
must be sold out, what with so many people coming from so many remott 
places, Oklahoma, Arkansas, etcOff handl should imagine that Marat 
woman would find.it.difficult to find sleeping space if she should 
hit Natchitoches on Saturday night as she indicated to Carmen she 
might try doing. But knowing Carolyn as we do, we can well imagine 


1 
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she is probably more likely to hit the town a week from Saturday, — 
and by then thereought to be big open spaces* 

It goes without saying, of course, that I am delighted the 
Senate condemned Senator IfcCarthy* I heard the news of E. Roscoe's 
program and as yet it isn t clear to me why on iy the first and third 
motions were acted upon and the third passed over* 

As I don't see editorials, I of course have no idea what they a 
prognosticating* As I envision the future, it goes something like t, 
at' i ni VJ • r Jr - M tst >• :.0 iD .’*>•« ba&.fc I C 

Actually, although he tries to brush the matter aside, IfcCarthy 
smarting under the action of the Senate and since those who have sup , 
Rim with their votes in the current matter have been of the extreme 
reactionary variety, he probably is madder at the liberal Republican 
at the Democrats, I suppose he must loath Eisenhower, too, although 
latter could scarcely be calased as'a liberal * But with the probabi. 
that the above diagnosis is correct ,1 have a feeling that immediate. 
a head^ we are going to see a wide cleaveage develope in the Republic 
Party and n y guess is that in 1945, the reactionary forces, with McC 
beating the drum, will try to capture the Republican nomination for 
rhe Presidency, If they succeed, the Democrats will get all or a la 
block of Republican liberals . If they fail I think they will nomi n 
their own candidate, thus splitting the pariy completely ..and in e 
even, assuming Stevenson continues to be the Deomcratic Standard bea 
the Democrats will win, 

*• ' , » ; '•\ i. *) \ 4 *\ * ’ . .W . f & JL .4. •> J . X. ■> X » <* * «*• 

There'8 only one thing that, puzzle me a little at the moment, a 
is how we come to find llixon on the Eisenhower side in all this rump 
The only possible, reason I can think of is the fact that Nixon is as 
n bag as IfcCarthy and the two of them couldn't make it under the 
same tent* I should be so much-happier a»<2 things would seem so muc. 
right if Nixon would only join un wii '* 1 ^ is f e ^ ow reactionaries so 
that the whole a^ful outfit would be, as they should, on the same si 
of the street* 

James Aswell telephoned me to relate some story which he found 
hilarious but as I failed to get the point I am unable to do anythi 
entertaining with it* Rosalind got in on the end of the conversatio 
was glad to note she appeared quite on the gay side* In Jimmy's con 
tion, however, there was one subject which was wonderfully pointed u, 
its utter absence, -*.he never mentioned politics or the Senatorial s t 
his pet hero had received today,,,,,, 


Friday, December 5rd, 1954* 


-I" - K i- ‘ ' -• - • ■ . 

•)’t , \ \ ,Vj i -i O ^ e t • . . o U. Cv . 01. 

Memorandum : 

• 

Our incredible summer weather continues and the weather man this noi 
pointing out that only a d a b of rain can be found j n Oregon, he predicts 
fine weather for the week end, which certainly must be first rate news f( 
those who are plajming to view the fire works in Natchitoches tomorrow 
night . I am so glad for these people for surely many of them have come 
from afar and cooperative weather for such a business is something 
for which we all should be grateful* 

• ! , 

The card from Nina was both unexpected and welcome* I hadn t 
heard from her in you know how long* I find it odd that she, who 
apparantly has nothing but time on her hands, likes to get letters but 
never gets around to encourage them* 

• . i ‘ .* V 

Father Wilson of the Episcopal Church in Natchitoches, dropped in to 
. see me by appointment t is morning. Re arrived at little after 8, which 
was pleasantly early but vaguely unexpected* He remained until 12 and 
30 we could cover quite a bit of ground* We touched on quite a fevf 
profundities, finished off brother McCarthy, etc,, etc,, but I don t recc 
a nything of unusual interest that we trotted forth as new. He is a pleat 
man and well informed and I always enjoy an opportunity to have a go 
at .things with him* It is such a pity he already has a wife and child or 
for I think he would make Sister Frances Jerome a splendid hubband, 
a lthough Sister France Jerome and Rome might have other notions* 
it . c i n kw. it o 

Between pilgr.ims this a fternoon, I added a new tangerine tone to tht 
persimmon-gourd combinations in the big copper pots by tossing in a few 
ears of corn with beautifully hued kernels ranging from deep yellow to 
russet red, Le ving the cobs half shucked, the additional note of faded 
yellow was pretty enough, too, and thus the Cezanne specialities in 
the still life section is "all sot" for the delectation of any 
Passing impressionist changing to pass this way over the week end, 

03. tO d ft *80it8rA \0 Obt ii' - iZ- 

I listened with some attention to Fulton Lewis Jur,'s broadcast Iasi 
night a »d thought of writing to congratulate him on out-doing Dr, 

• • • 

•• «% *’ •. gv k > , / s . 3;;o. • U 0 

• »»»*» • “ 


ItuS 



From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #11-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7070 


7071 




>Ott 

>\. 

i 

s 


o? 


30S 

ICS 

TO 


•. * 

Goebels in the art of twisting a lie to make it look or at least 
sound like the truth. Blandly he started off by reporting with some 
enthusiasm that by a large marjority, BcCarthy had not been a censured, 
racing on to say that twenty two Republicans, —and he named each, had 
upheld the nation's honor, or some such and although there was a 
condemnation note in the bill as finally past, McCarthy had indeed 
escaped censure and everything was lovely . I am sometimes pu 2 zled and 
sometimes vaguely alarmed that Fulton Lewis Jr., Paul Harvey and 
their ilk have the effrontery to wilfully distort facts to 
suit their own pet enthusiasms. In concluding his broadcast, 

Hr. Lewis opi n ed that now since the Senator had not be censured, he, 
for himself, was glad the business had been completed for he was thoroi 
sincek and tired of the whole thing. And to this I found myself 
muttering, "Amen, brother", and n dding mentally that I was equally 
sick and tired of *ulton Lewis, Jr. 

As of up to now, I have read six chapters of "Digging Beyond the 3 
and they haven't turned over a spadeful of dirt yet. Those people 
had better get busy or.they'll be reaching the last page before they ca 
with the title. 

' ' 3 * : ■ . \j ' • • i ‘ V J , ’ > -J> i - ’iwM • j it o O • v ** *• J 't 

It's always nice hearing from Daisey in the Dell Garber. I was 
glad she agreed with me as to what I had to say about her instructor, l 
frankly, that all seems so far b a ck that I can t remember what in the 
world I might have set forth. It's just about like the correspondence 
I have with Mr. Patterson of the Library of Congress. With rare and 
startling exceptions, I have forgotten after 8 or 10 months what I 
have written about by the time he gets around to answer • 


I dropped Mrs. Stirling a note, suggesting she write Random House 
to ask if they got out any pictorial advertising covering the John 
a nd Mrs. John Kiernan book about Audubon. y the way, somebody at the 
< in town told me that the advertisement for said volume states that it 

is likely material for children of 16 and over. From this would one 
c assume the sports-writer-ornithologist has dished up a child's book. 

Perhaps it's another "Moral Tale" such as Eva LeGallienne mentioned as 
having been written on the assumption that it was for grown ups. I also 
, mentioned to her the wonderful posters or window cards MacMillian got c 

for the release of their "Birds of America" 8 18 or 20 years ago. If 

iB < they still have some of those still kicking around in their ware house, 

, and would let her have some, she ought to really do something with then 

should think .* And so the week end begins. Ho word from J. H. f a nd I 1 
hoping none of his kin folks come to see the fireworks..... 


Sunday, December 5th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

How nice, to find your letter of the 50th in Saturday's 

post. 

It is so good of you to let me know how things are rocking c 
It sounds like quite a large order in the "halls of commerce". 
Isn t it remarkable how matters which might have been settled 
in more peaceful times suddenly explode at a season when everythi 
is natrual ly on the hurly-burly side even though trade currents 
are running smoothly.. And I can well imagine how double topsy¬ 
turvy things must be at a time whenthe seasonal pitch is approach 

I pray you not to attempt correspondence under such conditic 
It will make me so much happier to know you are devoting every 
second available for catching your breath. And at the same time 
may I urge you not to so much as glance at the calendar so far 
as contemplating anything about Christmas under such 
circumstances. After all, every day throughout the year 
is Christmas for me, thanks to little Miss Lee If you will 
only avoid pressure in. that section until after the pot has 
ceased boiling over during the work-a-day hours, I shall be so 
aPpreicative of your thoughtfulness for me in taking the best of 
care of little Miss Lee. 

I trust my memo, following the one cut short by the flying 
ribbon, came to hand without delay and therebye relieved all 
worries. Of course I realized that the fact the letter 
h a d been mailed must have indicated in a way that it was only 
the mechanical failure of the machine that interrupted our 
chat so abruptly. 

And m a y I thank you for your kind words concerning the mis¬ 
adventure I had two or three weeks ago Friday night. I am deligl 
to report that in spite of the doings in Matchitoches this week t 
I saw mobody either from the Shreveport or Alexandria area to muc 
the waters. 

And speaking of this week end, I must remark that the weatht 


l 
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was the most perfect I can remember for this first week end 
in December, And I think I can remember most of them fairly 
clearly for it is a week end that invariably brings scads of 
people fromso many directions t ad so many of the travelers 3imp 
h n ve to have a go at "ye old plantation" on finding themselves 
this section of old Louisiana, 

The sky remained cldudless throughout and during the 
day the temperature was so warm that nobody needed a wrap or a 
jacket, The waxing moon made getting bout the easier for 
night travelers in town, I suppose, and here in the country 
it was beautiful and balmy # Celeste had the Hew Iberia Regards 
as house guests qnd gave quite a big party at the hotel, I beli 
Naturally I didn t go •. *v. , 

?. i ■ ...... : 

Betty Regard's husband dropped by to see me today, Re tol 
that Don and Eleanor Worsley had dropped by Celeste's hotel par 
a nd that Clarisse Breaxeal* had put in an appearance, although 
uninvited, Y 0 u may recall that she is the lady who on a 
drunken Sunday afternoon some years back, came to see Hiss Camm 
a nd by some twist of the wrist, twiriled me around and landed m 
in her lap just as the preacher entered the room with a view 
to calling on Miss Ca.rn.mie , Veil, the Same Clarisse was at 
the party last night • I think she now lives in South Louisiana 
She approahced the lady doctor and said she understood she 
h a d had a baby since last she had seen her, The lady doctor so 
she had, Cl a risse asked her if it was a boy or girl, The 
lady doctor said it was a boy # Clarisse wanted to know what 
she named the child. The lady doctor f said she named it Don, 

Clarisse then asked her why she didn t bring the child with her 
the party, The lady doctor said simply: "My child is dead," 

SU . } Otii l v . .• o\-!5P ... f 1.3V- 

Well, so much for folic and fire cracker and nice people. 

As nobody reported seeing thqt Marshall woman in town on 
Saturday night, 1 assume she didn t make it back from South : 

Louisiana, Ture to form, she must f be running behind schedule 
schedule. And so am I, as I haven't glanced at Saturday's mail 
except to read the one and only important letter,,,,,,,. 


7073 



p 

Monday, December 6th 
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Memorandum: 


sz ^ \ v i!■* . q ■ 'i’ 


Our summer weather seems to have come to a close t what with 
the thermometer down to 34 tonight. But it was fine while it lasted 
and the perfection of the atmosphere for the civic frolic on Saturday 
is something for which everybody in this area attending the 
business must be grateful about in expansive gushes of enthusiasm, 

.Today I had the unique experience of entertain a nun and a 
ninny within the space of an hour. The toes of the ninny treading 
so closely on the heels of the nun presented a striking contrast, 

U *T 0 |t.. ia ! ■' 1 V,H ‘tVCOO o 1 i- 1 CJ 

At the coffee hour this morning, Celeste said she would 
drive over to the convent and bring Sister Frances Jerome over here, 
as the latter wanted to consult with me further concerning details 
of her Cane River studies, 

:U oi,.: V- b ■ 

Ve had a,go at thing until 12 nooJi but before she left, 

Horace Hughes J, H,'s. Natchivoches cotton buying friend, telephoned 
to say Irma wds in tgwn, returning to Alexandria from Oklahoma 
city and wanted to know if she could stop bye for a moment, 

I told him to say I would not see her until 1 o'clock. 

It J jva Iti • ,Ct -, •> i t . 

And so she arrived at j 0 'clock bringing some bag with her, 

Ve small-talked for 30 minutes and as I had not removed my coat, 
the heavy one I wear for out of doors labors in winter, they made a 
gesture to go and I.made the appropriate moves to encourage 
the proffered inclination toward the door, Irma wanted to 
take up the matter of June's visit but I said I should prefer 
po skip that subject and there it fell as flat as a pancake, 

» J v 

I got them headed down the road two minutes before the 
people from, Tulsa arrived, and I was thankful to be done with 
the ninnies __and let us.hope for ever so long, 

■a . y ' z .-,e o . ii ~ • -i ' v '• • 

I got around to read a dab of mail late this evening. There 
were four letters from Dora, all of whioh I am saving because they 
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contain addresses I shall perhaps want to transcribe, a lthough 
I am. not sure about that. One has to do with the thought that 
I box up this typewriter and Expre33 it to the University of 
Oklahoma where it can be given a going over. It is so kind of 
Dora but, of course, there s much to be pondered upon as regards 
the profound silence during the time it is going and returning. 


7 

Tuesday, December '$$h, 1954. 


Memorandum: 


t Dora also mentioned that he was sending about 72 or 75 pounds, - 
don't recal which^ and it doesn't matter, of records, which, when 
crated, ought to represent quite a handful. These he is sending 

to Derry, as the closest express agency station, a nd, unfortunately, 

that station has beeneliminated. I suppose a truck will have to 
go to Bayou Hatches or to town for same, for I can't imagine < 

Celeste getting such a contraption into her car. 

A letter from SMartinsville I shall not read for some days. 

It seems to containing a covering letter and 8 or 10 pages, or or les 
typed material, having to do, I suppose, with next year’ sfandango. 

I doubt if I ever get to read it and I qan't see that it will make 

a particle of difference if I do or don t. 

• •••* •' 4 . . 

At coffee Celeste read me a letter, penned in Rome but, oddly 
enough, mailed in U^icago. J. H. was heading out for Madrid and Lisb 
but was uncertain as to planes. At a little after dinner, I heart 
another letter from the same pen, written in Rome and mailed 
in Chicago. Both epistles, apparnatly, were given someone 
who was coming directly across the Atlantic and one supposes the 
first opportunity to drop them in a post box was in Chicago, 

The letters didn t jibe exactly, and, I suppose, fortunately. The 
uncertainty about pdanes is understandable enough as is the 
consequent uncertainty about the precise date of his arrival in 
Louisiana, or at least in Melrose. ^ 

• , i ~ -.f;. . ..4 «oi-‘ . .Li ' v, 

I was delight d to be „ble to hear the Dixon-Yates duo on 
mett the press last night. It made me think of J. R. when he starts 
talking to the cook about "us poor folks". You would have thought 
those two gentlemen were giving away their fortunes out of biggness 
of heart for the tax-payers. Nothing, of course, was said about the 
payers of electricity bills. Sometimes that type of gentleman 
m a kes me wonder if they really don t sometimes almost kind themselves 
into blieuing what they dish out for others to absorb with 
a single gulp. K 

But now I must turn to doing some mail and after that, I 
think T shall fold up early, which is just another way of saying 
I am lacking anything interesting to read . 



How nice to find your Thursday letter in today's 

post. 

I rejoice with you that the old stork in 
flapping your way, dropped a blessed bundle for the 
little oties and that all seems to be going so nicely. 

I can well imagine what a hurly-burly the tidings of the 
. n pproaohing event put everyone in turmoil and how 

puzzled your little canine friend mu3t have been at all 
the scurrying about at such unseasonable hours 

One thing that puzzles me as much as the canine 
member of the family and this is not the scurrying about 
but rather because as the secretary somewhat slowly 
read from your letter, I began formulating the very same na 
in my mind that you and L. J. had spoken of as y oU mentions 
. your conference on the matter and thus I was surprised 

at myself only when on reaching the end of your sentence•, t 
same name appear which had been flying around in my head 9 
I have heard of mental telepathy but it seems rather more 
odd that I had anticipated the proper name in this manner • 
What a pity Dr. Freud is no longer with us to unravel that 
out for us. 

Somehow we inclijie to take it as a matter of course 
that new babies will make their bow in good condition but 
the uncertainty about the status of the child and the 
mother must linger in the back of our minds, however, since 
that probably explains the added tension that goes along 
with child birth, especially the first one. In the case 
of the first grandchild of the Combs, one would have suppos■ 
that offspring would have an especially good chance since 
the mother is a Registered Nurse a«d has concentrated on 
babies in her hospital work And yet in spite of this, 
it developes that her child'was born with something wrong i\ 
it alimentary caiial and the last T heard had been able to 
swallow nothing . Feeding the poor little thing wasn t 
difficult but getting sufficient liquids into his system 
presented a problem and whether this dehydration matter had 
been s olved or not I haven t heard This fact plus 
themisfortune the lady doctor experienced makes me 
give much thought to or n bout L. J.'s direct heir, and 
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Later 

Tuesday, ffxnrenb&r- 7th, 2954 


immediately tonight on reading your letter, I couldn t 
resist the impulse to visit the Chapel of the Blessed Uartin and 
light a new taper before the shrine where it will flame throughout 
the night • 

Surely this gesture will have no effect on the statues 
of the child but it is wonderful how much feeling of peace it 
a ffords me • 

And may I thank you for the clipping you enclosed . Oddly 

or heard the-obituary although it surely 

, I knew the man and 
I am so glad to 
little belatedly, per - 
and had you not been so thoughtful t 
) so thanks to my 


enough, I had not seen 

must have been given verbally over the air 
had shared the peace of Uelrome with him • 
be able to write a nqte of condolence, a 
h a ps, but that doesn t matter 
J shouldn't have had an opportunity to do 
ignorance os to the event having transpiredm * 

I am so glad there is less tension the market place and 
that your new assistant appears to be a nice and a helpful 
person . I think of you so often these busy days and again 
I pray you not to contemplate correspondence or holiday 
greetings when things are geared up at such a p8tch • 

,, ( t ‘ t V. i • L “i " 0**-' \ 

Celeste went to town at If 30, bent on a bridge game and 
at 2 o'clock J . H . telephoned from Boston . He said he was alrigh 
„nd was catching a plane in 10 minutes for flew York where he hoped 
to grab a Hew Orleans plane forthwith but was uncertain as to 
available accommodations at the time he called • I suppose 
he will breeze in here sometime tomorrow or tomorrow night , 

This morning there Was » heavy frost which converted the 
yellow of the big , broad banana leave from green to yellow and 
blackened the co»os* ^ accordingly snipped thestems of the latter 
and covered two or three of the circles u/here they rest with 
heavy blnkets od cotton hulls • They don t require the 
heat of the blankets but as the latter decompse , splendid 
food will be provited for the roots as against next sea son* 

With thi 3 and other gardening efforts, I had a fairly 
busy day, when I pause to realize that only now 
does the week-end pilgrimage begin to taper off % It 
is estimated that about 55 or 60 thousand people were 
present for the fireworks in town, —a goodly number of a 
town of 8 or 10 thousand t - and obviously many of the 
visitors lingered on for a few days after the excitement 
of Saturday had died down • 

By a subsequent memo, you have now learned that it was 
not your xx ribbon which jumped the track, as it came to hand 
after that episode, and I continue blessing you for your 
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As for that woman from Marshall : 

She hopes, —it is merely a hope, — to be in flew York 
between the 10th and 15th of January, I doubt if she makes it. 

While in flew Orleans, she was told about an apartment on 
Pirate's Alley, 3rd floor, overlooking a Monk's Garden, and can 
be obtained in February on a year's lease, at $ 50,00 a month. 

It is a commodious place. As one pays five or six dollars a day 
for hotel fees when one is in the city, ,tt}is apartment would 
represent a great. saving, and if one didn t chance to be in flew Qrlec 
a nd this.is my thought, it might pay one to absent one's self from 
Old Bonita in order to save money by going to flew Orleans to 
occupy said place• flow this may seem a little wacky to anyone 
save Caroly, but then there's the chance that one might 
see the right people and brush up on one's inspirational 
contacts,, etc, , etc,, ad infinitum, 

t i ^ v l »«. * 

Her contacts in Lafayette were promising in the oil 
concerns and there is something about the Camellia Show in 
February that is also promising, Oil and camillias may not 
mix in any other hand than Carolyn's, but we'll let that 
go, , • 

She dropped off at my suggestion to the Colonial Court to 
say Howdy to Lionel Jeanmard, She remained over night and was 
delightfully entertained, Lioel wants her to tell him how 
he can get me to visit him. That's quite an order in itself. 

The assistant presiding genius of the Colonial Court is 
as beautiful a dark mulatto lady as one ever saw, —a wonderful 
persionality. She has a daughter who ,is equally beautiful 
in facq and body, lighter than her mother, but without the 
mother s yast charm, 

O' : . Li 

I think I have heard this lady s name mentioned before, —the 
mother, —Marcia or Martha or f some such, As a matter of fact, 

I recommended her to Carolyn.s attention, should she pass that way, 
Carolyn felt it was obvious that my intuitive feelings had 
been correct in assuming that there was what might be described 
a s on excellent understanding between the owner of the establishment 
and the first assistant, Carolyn says the Colonial Court is the 
best thing of its type she has ever seen. She says the 
fireplace in the main lounge is splendid and that Cane River plates 
grace the mantle, 

i\ ’ ‘ ' '■ •_ t - > 1 V . 0 > ,4 ' V i 0 I 4 t.^ 

This must be all for tonight as the hour advances. 

Forgive the length of this epistle . 


. Wednesday, December 6th, 1954, 

t \ ' 


Memorandumt 

Summer has returned # I have been out of doors all day withoui 
a jacket and half an hour ago, I made a round to the ice box at 
the big house and found the air as mellow as the lush orange 
of tonight'8 full moon, 

Carolyn breakfasted with Eugene, Pat and me. At 7:45, 

.1 telephoned St, Augustin's Church and learned that Sister 
...Frances Jerome was at the St, Mary's Convent in flatchitoches, 

I accordingly telephoned her there and made an 8:30 appoint¬ 
ment • 

At 10:15, Carolyn telephoned from town, saying she 
had just ended her conference, was enchanted with said nun, 
was about to head out for Marshall but was hoping to see said 
nun again sometime in January, Of course there is the tentative 
date in Manhattan with publishers, too, but I suppose that is 
but a detail, 

< < • 

There may be some advantage coming out of the nuJi contact, 
aside from the satisfaction of a couple of Protestants giving 
the Reverend Sister a hand, and this stems from the fact that 
if Carolyn returns in January before the nun returns to her 
nunnery, she may be able to whiz around many a Cane River mulato 
hearth 3tone and obtain more domestic touches for her films 
that otherwise would be convenient, Some of these she could give 
with her other material to said nun and the balance could be 
kept for the Cane Biuer picture book, 

And speaking of picture books, Carlyn learned in flew Orleans 
that my friend, Clarence John Laughlin, is currently eng a ged in 
doing a wonderful pictorial opus on Louisiana folk lore, 

I have no idea as to how he proposes to do this but since 
he is such a consumate artist, I am quite sure it will be 
something worth while. All I ask is that he depict folk 
lore from other sections of Louisiana than Oane River for 
I certainly don't want to be tangled up with him on any 
project. 


I 
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At breakfast, Pat told me that Celeste had put on a pretty 
big act last night. At the 9 o'clock coffee hour, I found her 
in bed,'Putting on quite an act, fulminating against Pat because 
he hadn t told her that J. H. had telephoned yesterday, and making 
much show of weeping on my shoulder, which is always a little bit 
a wkward when the lady flattened out in bed would 3hed tears on 
a gentleman's shoulder. The tears were merely for show, however, 
and as soon as she caught sight of her mail which I had 
brought from the store, the tears dried up instantly and we 
were off into a field of correspondence • 

. ’\ ' 

First one negor today.and then another remarked to me in somewl 
this vein; 

* * 

"Do you know who the boss ought to marry.i...that lady from 
Texas......that would really make him a good wife........ 

Well, at least her road-running propensities would remind him 
of the other and so far as I am concern, I think I would 
experience fewer dampened shoulders. 

13 for I. H., I assume he spent the morning in Alexandria. 

He had a car pick him up there this afternoon and I saw him 
at supper. There were so many 'questions bing put to him around 
an all male table that he didn t have a chance to go into 
details much. European storms, he said, made it 

imperative to go to Paris where he stayed for a couple of days, and 
from there he flew to the Azores a/jd thence to Boston, which 
seems like going around Robin Hood s barn when the bee line 
would have taken h-t m direct from the Hedeterranean to Hew York. 

He said Christian had been very kind to him . He liked Hong Kong 
n bout the best of the several places he had visited. India 
impressed him as a lmost hopeless in its poverty and it sturck him 
a 8 in the worst economic condition of any of the places he stopped. 
He had a pleasant outing in Egypt, seeing the excavations going 
on around the boat of Cheops which has recently been uncovered. 

He liked the Tut-ank-amon collection in the Museum. And 
that s about all I got out of him at that sitting. 

I believe, as I did a year or two ago, that the junior Senator 
from Wisconsin is insane. Taking pot shots at the President is 
as crazy as taking a fling at E. Roscoe and will certainly put 
people like Miss Denhome in a tizzy from which he himself will 
gain ho political advantage, I think. So many things to talk 
a bout but I must knock off some ct mail and. call it a day..... 
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Thursday, December 9th, 19 54. 


Memorandumi 

• • 

For your convenience, may I pass along the word that 
a package leaves for you in the same post with this letter. 

I tried to figure it out so it would reach you toward the 
end of the week, although the imponderables in the Parcel 
Post section at holiday time is something I have never been able 
to anticipate correctly. 

You will find it convenient to have a instrument to cut 
the string, no doubt, and I suggest you be in the neighborhood 
of a trash can when undoing it as there are gobs of crumpled 
newspapers for ballast. A couple of paper sacks are on top 
which may or may not be of service. 

* 

And a Merry Christmas to you. 

A small cloud passed this way at 8s 55 last night, dropping 
a vague sprinkle. **ut five minutes later, as Bob Trout concluded hii 
remarks for General Motors, the sky was again cloudless and the moon 
"radiant and lovely, Queen of the night." 

Today has been all blue and gold, too, although it is 
cooler and we are promised a frost for tonight. 

I suppose mail will begin to taper off pretty soon, now that 
the World.and his wife are engage d in writing Christmas cards. 

I have yet to receive my fist one of the season but I'm expecting 
the avalanche to start almost any day now. 

. i . 

There were two or three letters in today's post which 
might be of interest only as keeping you abreast with 
previailing examples in correspondence. I shall enclose some herewii 
or under separate cover. If, however, you are pressed for time, 

.you will have missed nothing if you toss them aside. 

x. • t 

. Across the fence everything is rosey again but on this side, 

Pat obviously resentful f told me he didn't intend going there 
n gain. Haturally I lied*and played down the thing as much as I 
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could • Patching up such encounters seems so futile, and the more so 
when one realizes that everybody concerned could be wrong in 
varying degrees. 

On the Briarwood scene, the wood's sprite, it appears, has 
been writing letters, or at least a letter, which is 
interesting to know, since one wonders if she sometimes forgets 
how. 

Mrs, Combs telephoned me this evening. Her husband is 
alarmingly thin and is having all kinds of tests at the hospital. 

Her son in the Formosa area has not been heard from \n two or 
three months and the Marien Corps in Washington hasn t been 
„ble to get a report if he is or is not missing. ut the 
flew Orleans grandchild is on the mend, which is good news, but 
on top of all such personal considerations, Hiss ^ormon wrote 
n letter to the Welfare Department, not to Mrs, Combs, the field 
tpoekd workder in that area, as she should have done. A half dozen 
times, Hr8, Combs has told her how to phrase the applications for 
flora's family but Caroline, qf course, is always so busy spinning 
her own tales that she doesn t pay any attention to the finer 
points, and the Welfare operates on the latter. By writing 
n denunciatory letter t she captured the attention of the 
directory of theWelfare unit serving this area. This impelled 
him to check on Mrs. Combs' reports and found them all in order, 
a nd the additional funds requested by Caroline were impossible 
under the law to make because in her letter she set forth all 
the-things she had ben told time and again not to mention at 
n ll Apparantly Caroline had lots of fun writing this diatribe 
and'I can only hope that the pleasure afforded her was worth the 
substantial amount of money which her recklessness made it 
impossible for her to get by way of State and Federal funds for 
flora's family^ If Miss Dormon would only spend a little 
less time trying ti bite the hand that would feed her and a 
little more on personal correspondence, the net result would 
be ever so much pleasing to her, I imagine. 

"Struggle For Africa" by Vernon Bartlet is the only book 1 have 
to hand at the moment. My efforts to get some extra material 
from the Library prior to increased burdens in the mail has come to 
n n ught as of up to now. But at the moment, the African item 
is enough for, thanks to the bracing air and my activities 
therein from dawn until dusk, impells me to nod at an early 
hour about as soon as I have finished the day's mail. 

But, I hope, the rains will eventually come, and then the 
pursuit of the recorded word can progress further .. 


Friday, December 10th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

\5 'j • 'D c • • • O . & B «.» o ‘ \ « • \ 

And so this noon, following dinner, I stepped into the 
kitchen where several of my friends were chatting, — Zelma, 

Sam Peace, Clyde Claude Emmett Davis, etc., and I saidi 

"The funeral is at S o'clock." 

And somebody, reflecting the surprise of everyone, said j 

» 

"Where at." 

And I said it would be under the big palm, and somebody 
else, speaking for the group, inquired : 

"Who dead." 

o t . i •.« - • ‘ ± 

And I said that Meyer had died just before dinner, and withal 
pregnant, and nobody could recall Meyer until I recalled that 
her sister, Knip, would probably be among those present and 
Outer Mongolia as her mama f and everyone giggled and was delighted • 

Thus departed good old Meyer, the prettiest black calico cat 
I ever knew and I missed her tonight when giving her mama and her 
sister their milk atop the old cistern. 

The fro3t was heavy thi.s morning, what with the thermometer down 
to 86. Hut a brilliant sun started a warming process early and I 
could pull around at gardening without a jacket, here's a vague 
promise about a dab of rain for the week end but I doubt 
it that will materialize If I remember correctly, we usually get 
about 4 inches of rain in November and this year we haven't had one. 

I gather we are heading in for another drought or rather a continua¬ 
tion of the one that has been obtaining for the past 4 or 5 years, but 
one continues hoping that a damper cycle may develope to put 
things back in balance again.. 


9 
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J ty fi rat Christmas card of the season came to hand today, --from 
la Vaccarini, —of all people. Somehow it seem3 like such a far 
cry from her initial letter of denunciation, I shall drop 
her a note tonight. It's so easy to toss one off and I imagine 
3he is probably a lonely soul, forever brooding over the 
superiority of her racial status as subeonsciously she be-moans 
the presence of .her colored blood. 

But you have notice la Vaccarini'3 card before reaching thi3 poin 
and you have also laughed in your beard, 1 have no dou t, at the 
picture on the other one. 

The gentleman, without his camel, came to see me last night, 
just as I had finished my desk work. He had misgivings as to 
what his mistress might be doing in fiddling with the telephone 
dial and wanted me to remove my receiver so that no calls could 
come through. But he did not appear at supper tonight and as 
he wa3 in Monroe sometime today, I suppose he may be in Alexandria 
tonight and after that, I suppose, everything will be rosey, 

% 

I guess Mr, Ripley, even as Meyer, is dead, but were he still 
on earth, I might send him a Believe It or Hot item that developed 
recently and came to my attention today. There-, s a big copper 
tray belonging to little Miss Lee on which I erected an 
imposing study in still life a month or so ago lending it to Celeste 
as decors for some party or other she was giving. It was 
co trived of gourds in modest array, dozens of persimmons, 
acorns, magnolia leaves and so on. Only this morning did she 
return the tray mith its arrangement more or less intact but, 
as I discovered on reaching ±lt Yucca, the persimmons in large 
measure were more than ripe, I accordingly dismantled the arrangement 
tossed out the decaying fruit and put the tray through a soap suds bat 
Instead .of drying it with a cloth, I placed it on the gallery 
in the sun to dry, as I was as busy as a bee at the moment. 

Picture my surprise when, on examining the tray a half hour later, 

I discovered that the persimmons had wrought the most beautiful 
floral arabesques you ever saw, for I suppose what I saw was the 
hap-ha 2 ard meanderings of the oozing juice from the persimoons which 
had wandered around the surface of the tray, making as lovely a 
de3igh as you could imagine .• Some chemical action must have taken 
place to create this remarkable sketch and now I am wondering what 
I can do to preserve it, although tonight it appears as 
definite and permanent as though etched or fired into the 
copper surface What a tale, —persimmons that painted 
arabesques, I give up,,,,,. 


u 


Sunday, December 12th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

Marvelous to relate, we actually had about an inch of rain last nig 

• *** 

But Saturday afternoon comes before Saturday night and I re¬ 
member Saturday afternoon because Alexandria telephoned me. It was 
none other than June's wife, ostensibly to ask if pilgrims sent by Dan h 
ever passed this way. They hadn't. And then, I guess, came the main th 
would I give her a set of the Cane River plates. Imagine, She must thin 
they grow on Melrose bamboo stalks,, Naturally I lied and told her I 
had .disposed of all m ine to Millspaugh # Among other things I could 
do would be to murder Irma for having given her my telephone number, But 
there may be no great loss without some small gain and I made the 
most of the opportunity to tell her I was seeing nobody unless an 
appointment had been made in advance by telephone . That prob a bly will 
scarcely estrain her but it may slow her up a little. 

But Saturday morning came before Saturday afternoon and that was 
pleasant # n A Mr, Hi | 7 of Memphis, with Public Films, whatever that may b 
telephoned from town to say that Dr, somebody at the college had recomme 
that he get in touch with me, but on what gvounds, he didn't say. And s 
came by and I found h^ n a very nice person # I was glad to talk with 
him and after he had departed I learned from somebody or other at the c 
that he was casting about with a view to recommending things to 
his California company as suitable material for shorts, I 
think the Chapel, which he seemed delighted, scarcely lends itself as su 
m a terial since the point of the thing, a-s to origin, would present a bia 
on the part of the mulattoes and I am quite sure Hollywood isn t looking 
for controversies i n any s they may make, 

— x. v- jc-. \ . 6- ci 

Mrs, Lester Hughes, wife of the District Attorney in Natchitoches, 
is a niece of the real Lestan Prudhomme, She is also a friend of 
Celeste's and on Friday a week ago, those two gals cooked up a frolic 
for this Sunday ftemoon, what with Clothilde having some guests coming 
and I being asked to give them a round. But Henry Breazeale, who is 3om 
kin to the Henrys, dropped dead 0 n Saturday mornitig and as Celeste and M 
Regard wanted to go to the Sunday afternoon funeral, and as there was a 
they longed to see, it ended up with the Regard gals going to the 3 
o'clock funeral while I received and dispensed hospitality for their fri 
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Bui my job didn't turn out so arduous. It was 3:30 before the six 
people arrived and their schedule called for the Melrose visit, a jaunt 
to the Hughes camp somewhere in the Bermuda area for coffee and a 
call at Beaufort, —all to be achieved before dark # What with the day 
heavy blanketed with clouds and darkness at this season under such 
conditions arriving a bout 5, there wasn't much chance for the local 
songs and dances to permit many encores Frankly, I think I got off bett 
than the funeral-movie goers. 

I havq little waking time this week end when free for reading and 
so I haven t gone far in the "Struggle For Africa" but it contains 
enough information to give one pause for thinking. I gather the whole v 
is going to.be concerned with political and economic doings in 
South Africa and what has come to light thU8 far suggests that the 
whole situation down yonder is a pretty unpleasant mess. A recitation 
of particulars is definitely on the unhappy side but somehow I find 
myself feeling might smug in that the Union of South Africa seems to 
embrace and stupidity about raical points that makes American 
hill billies look mighty tame. 

* I 

Log came to see me for a moment thi3 afternoon. He said Earle 
Brew had expected to pass this way having come in late last night from 
but that he had had to return immediately after getting things strai ghte. 
out here. It seems that he and his wife decided they would separate a, 
that she would bring the two children back to Melrose to live. Earle 
has a car of his own and borrow a trailer to haul his wife's effects in. 
Tttey made the trip Safely until just below Cloutierville when both 
car and trailer landed in the ditch. That was about midnight last night 
a nd there the car and trailer remained until this morning when J. H. let 
E a rle borrow a tractor and he and some of the local boys went down to 
the scene of the up-set and dragged,the vehicles out of the watery ditch 
I could well imagine how Earle didn t get around to call on me as he had 
to head back far Houston by 9 o'clock this morning. How long my beard 
seems to have grown when I recall that bare-footed Earle, returning from 
school, used to szop off here to help me with my mail. 

» 

Veil, so things turn and I propose knocking off a bit of mail 
before Meet the Press comes on the air. And that recalls that last week 
the Dixon-Tates tycoons were on the mat and that since then, somebody on 
the radio hooked th two of them up with the Vice President, making the 
words spill out as Hixon-Dixon and Yates and that set me to thinking I m 
take time out to do a poem, starting off with such a combination, patter', 
after the nursery jingle, especia ly using the line: "They took with 
them honey and plenty of money, wrapped up in a ten pound note". 
Obviously it s time for bme to 3top before that gets out of hand .. 
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Monday, December 15th, 1954. 


Memorandums <. 

• v :’ «. 

. It's frosty tonight, with the prediction being for a 
low28f 21 hold the thought this may not collapse the banana plants. 

After yesterday' s cloud3, today's sun seemed doubley bright and 
tomorrow will be more sun and higher temperatures and I'm in favor of 

he pre-holiday lag manifested itself in postal delivery 
today, what with the mail man running about three quarters of an hour 
behind schedule. This will probably increase daily during the 
n&xt couple of weeks. Last year, as I recall, heslipped from 
his usual 9 o'clock arrival until nearly .1. But I was not 
responsible for his lateness, what with a letter from that 
Marshall woman and one package of little cookies from Dolly Walmsley 
of San Antonio. 

As for the Ramsey letter, I find it interesting on two 
counts j • i 

first, her enthusiasm for undertaking the pictorial recordings 
for Sister Frances Jerome which, in part, at least, is due 
to the comparative nojelty of the project. I thinknovelty goes 
far in quickening the Ramsey imagination in photographic and 
literary plans, and t 

secondly, the fact that she can still get concerned over the Marie 
Therese biography. Surely it must be evident to her by this 
late date that Farley isn t going to undertake it right away, if 
ever. And as for Carolyn writing every other chapter as the 
original plans called for, it must be evident to her also 
that she isn t going to begin herallotment of literary endeavor on 
that score rtght away. 

Both she and Farley were so much in favor of suppressing 
Chamber of Commerce references to the original Melrose grantee but 
I shall never regret the sotry of the lady as it appears in 
such publications. For it is only through such publications 
that the story actually gets into, print and the fame of Melrose 
and therefore the hopes of its ultimate appreciation and survival 
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have been kept alive and expanded, I, for one, would be delighted 
if Carolyn and Farley would spring the biography on an unsuscpecting 
world, but if I waited for them to tell the tale, my 
efforts at bolstering interest in Melrose would never get 
to first base and, as I told Carolyn last February, I shall be 
the most amased person in the world if the 0 ' Briaxx-Ramsey opus 
ever finds itself in manuscript, let alone in print, 

♦ - 

I am told that a Cenla publication, just being released, refers 
to Melrose as one of Louisian's most historic plantation 
homes, 1 have a feeling this statement will be echoed more and 

more in other publications and in the hearts of informed people 
a s time goes on, and such fame, I think, is much more likely 
to be kindled by insigxxificaxxt scraps of information 
tossed on to the altar from Yucca than by any landslide of 
wood pulp cast in the some direction from North Bollywood 
and Marshall, , 

Carmen Breaseale telephoned me today, saying she hadn t the 
slightest notion as to why, instead of telephoning me, Charles 
Cunningham had called her to ask if L would receive three of his 
ancient aunts, —Prudhomme descendants, living in Mew Orleans, St, 
Louis, etc. Surely isn't no more or at least no much more 
difficult to dial 9 - 8043 than 2721, which is the Chamber of 
Commerce number, but I was glad to make an appointment for 
next Sunday regardless, letting Carmen serve as intermediary, 

» w 

The hughe box from Bora came by express and I have parked it 
on the gallery, unopened, until such time as I may get to open 
it. But frankly. I'm in no hurry to e xplore its contents as 
he has advised me it contains 72 26 inch records which are 
of the slow playing, 33 and a third . variety, being recordings from 
broadcasts, .As I already am finding it difficult to catch up 
with what radio and reading machine business I want to attend to, 

I'm of a mind to leave the present shipment as is until after 
the holidays, I find myself possessed of a grave doubt, however, 
a s to whether there may be somet/iing otfyer than the disks 
within the mighty packing box and I don t quite dare 
acknowledge receipt of the shipment without exploring the t 
contents a ndyetwith the holiday bubbubstarting to whis, I don t relis 
setting 72 records rolling around under foot, once the package 
has been opexxed, Truly these things . constitute an embarrassment of 
riches at the moment. 

Do you reckon a °hristmas card will turn up news of Nadine, 
and what news, if any of Egoxx,,,,,, 
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Tuesday, December 14th, 1954, 


Memora7idum: 

• 

How nice to fi7\d your grand letter of the 9th in today's 
post, I had 7iot realised, u n til I glaxxced at the amplitude 
of the envelope and axxticipated its coxxtents, that I had failed 
to urge you not to make a transcript of the Vacarixxi epistle, 

Fraxxkly, I'm glad to have the transcription but I be-moan my 
stupidity ixx havixxg failed to plead with you not to do axxythixxg 
about it uxxtil the holidays were over and a measure of Quiet . I 
hope, had settled down, 

I cannot imagine the hurly-burly that must obtain in the 
work-a-day world in which you find yourself. With things at such 
a pitch, complete and utter relaxation at the close of day would seem 
be at once a boon and a necessity, Eating out has its disadvantages, 
of course, axxd perhaps because of various circumstances, isn't 
to be cons idered, I canxxot help feelixxg the preservatioxx of 
one s physical and nervous strength should be a matter of first 
coxxsideratioxx but how to achieve that is more easily imagixxed than 
effected' H suppose, 

I was frankly dismayedat the news of the impexxding advent 
of that number from South of the border, I a m holding the thought 
that domestic entertainment under existing coxxditions may xxot be 
on the ageixda % Let us hope the lady claiming his affections may 
demand and receive the greater part of his attention and time, 

I refuse to coxxtemplate the Christmas vacations and the probability 
that you will be honored by visits. As Miss Cammie was waxxt to 
exclaim : 

"If only we could go b a ck to Charlie Taylor's house on the 
Indian Mound uxxtil after all the holiday excitement has subsided," 

It is good to know that the little oxxe axxd offsprixxg are 
sufficiently on the up and up, enabling them to head out for 
the home of the graixdparents, How nice it will be for all when 
the little family will .be united in their ow/x apartment. Of course 
first babies always receive an exxdless amouxxt of attexxtioxx axxd 
generally the mother, I think, tends to take a more leisurely course 
for recuperation than for succeeding ones What concerns me 
nost is not the natural excitemexxt in y our xxeighboring apartment but 
the probable spillixxg over of same intoxxeighbor's, 
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The mail, so modest yesterday, began swelling today, There 
were 14 envelopes, some of which no doubt are hri3tma3 cards, but 
I only got a round to read your letter and the enclosed from C,B,S, 

I thought it very kind of them to take time out to advise me regarding 
the Invitation to Learning" recordings, Quite a time has elapsed 
since my initial effort was made to get the project under way and 
so I seem doubly glad to know that it has fainlly been wrapped up, 

I continue to be-stir my brain, trying to figure out how I 
cna circumvent that road block in the Library of Congress, called Patte ' 
in order that I can get the balance of "A la Recherche" recorded before 
the services of A * Scourby, become unavailable• I am positive there 
must be a way and I am determined to ork at it until I have found it, 

AI 30 in the post came the Forbes opus, "Rainbow on the Road", 

From 5:30 this morning until now, —8:30, I didn't have a free 
moment and 90 haven t sapled the first page, although I am hoping to 
do so before folding up my beard, 

; i 

The heavy frost last night impelled me to get busy with the cotton 
for I like to get things in the butterfly lily and canna department 
protected against ground frost although the cannas couldn't be harmed i 
the lqast, Still, when I get started on one variety of plant, 

I can t seem to resist the impulse to go to others aid on and on. 


I thought I was getting things about rounded out for the day 
when Clemence passed this way and naturally I dropped my wheel barrow 
in favor of her problem. And then, before she had departed, 

Sister Frances Jerome put in an appearance and I pushed her and Clemenc 
together while I tossed spade, rake and barrow out of sight. The 
Reverend Sister was carrying a white m a p m a role a bout 4 feet in leng 
It looked so striking aginst her black costume that I couldn't resist 
giving her directions to strike the big pot with it, since I simply 
h a d to see how a lady Hoses would appear, striking "the rock" that 
already had water in it, I think she sensed I was definitely on the 
wacky side but strike it she did and, of course, no water gushed out, 
contraty to Biblical parallel, The map of Cane River plantations pu 22 l< 
for she had supposed it to be an early one, --it was not dated, - but 
when I ran across the Melrose tract bearing the names, "Louis Metoyer - 
1 concluded it wasn't too ancient. Obviously it wa 3 an 1857 things on 
modern owners had been indicated, Tt^e Reverend Sister expressed hersel 
as entranced with th t Marshall woman andis cooking up many domestic sc 
for the films which supposedly will be made in January, and I have advi 
Carolyn to snap first one film and then a seoncd so that a double set m 
always be available, in case somebody like McGraw-Hill should do the so 
thing pnd Hastings or somebody do the pictorial one on which she and I ! 
“wHted. —But in spite of all this cahtter, I'm keeping in mind the h 

that little Miss Lee gives thought to the health of little Miss Lee,,,, 




► 

L, 


Wednesday, December 15th, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

he sweetest Christmas gift anyone could ever 
receive reached me today. 

It was from the Smithermans of Shreveport, reputedl 
the wealthiest people in Louisiana and therefore one shouldn't be 
surprised, I suppose, that they should be able to provide anything 
so wonderfully sweet, 

• 

The package was large and contained a cardboard tray, heaped up wit 
shredded celephone paper in abundance in which nestled four regulation 
si 2 ed cans of tin, containing pancakes, Resting atop this mountain 
of tin cans and celephonane Sat a shattered jelly glass from which the 
former contents had oosed. This guaranteed a thick coating of sticky 
shredded red celophane for each of the four tin cans j In all fairness 
to the Smithermans, it must be admitted that it wasn't their fault that 
at the time I opened the package, the local water system was cut off, 
but that circumstances did add a touch by way of Yuletide joy. 

Trying to get the jellied celophane off my hands set me to roaring 
with laughter, envisioning as I did,, the memory of a cat I once saw tryi 
to dis-entangle himself from a sheet of fly paper on which he had in¬ 
advertently jumped • 

Haturally I didn't want to make use of St, Giggin's Fountain 
or the big pot for washing my hands since jellied, shredded red 
celephone probably wouldn' i t have harmonied too well with the 
gold fish. And so I marched thorthwith to the margin of Cane River 
where I scrubbed the tin cans and my hands, returning to my type¬ 
writer to thank the Smithermans for their highly imaginative gift, 
about whose broken jelly I said nothing, of course, 

I only hope the Hammondsport item for little Miss Lee fared better 
the mails for, in case of failure of the local water supply, it might 
be quite a chore walking down to the Hudson to clean up the mess, 







1 
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j4s I had surmised some time back, the Combs household is approaching 
a smash. A friend of Mrs. Combs telephoned me last night to say 
that the lady was in a cond tion such as Edith Wyatt Moore would probably 
describe as being that of a "torn down piece" which must be rattled off 
with a Georgia twang to give it is proper twist. And the husband 
collapsed from exhaustion two days ago, remaining in a coma for 36 
hours but was able to take some nourishment last night. Mrs. 

Combs, according to my informant, had to go to her Welfare office 
this morning and while she was out, her husband arose and be-took himselj 
to his laboratory at the college, hich floored everybody including me ah 
in the end it will probably floor him, too, but undoubtedly a little more 
completely. 

While I am very fond of the people concerned, I am more disturbed by 
the general pattern of neglect they are tracing because I have a feeling 
that little Miss Lee may be following in similar footsteps and that, 
you must admit, is something to "study", about, as our Ethopian friends 
would express it. Still, I cast about for comfort by telling myself thai 
has a billion times more sense and will wisely judge the proper short cui 
before 3uch a situation developes that there be no retreat, 

• t 

I think I sent a letter from Igor somebody or other a week or 
so back, having to do about some article he wanted to write. 

I responded that this place would make a much more inzeresting story 

than the desired personality. Another letter, or rather a response, can ' 

through today, asking if photographs of first class order, suitable for 

Plaisir de France type of publication would be available, I shall 

answer him tonight, referring him to Carolyn, and that ought to 

put her in a tizzy and at the same time guarantee slow motion proceedure 

from that point forward. 

For year s I have felt that Illustration in particular and perhaps 
Plaisir de France, if they wished to increase sales of their publications 
in the United , States, would hang some historic fact on this or that 
3 cene in the United States os that the article could get under the 
line as having to do something with France but actually slanted so as 
to appeal more widely in this country. I have on ^occasion tried to persh 
the publishers of Illustration to consider such a project but 
nobody could ever see my point of view. Perhaps, at long last, they are 
coming around. 

Somebody at supper tonight said that Peglar is now beginning to rip the 
President up and down the back, eve as he did the two preceeding him in 
that office . What a tart he is, _ and yet everybody continues reading ftij 
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Thursday, December 16th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

It's the end of the day and I seem to be a bit on the sleepy side 
so I shall knock off no letters tonight, —only a little chat 
with little Mi3S Lee. 

< • 

The marvelous weather continues so far as the basence of clouds 
„re concerned, but since man is never satisfied, I migh as well 
say I could 3tand a dab of rain and a suggestion of warmer air. 

Tonight we are promised g low of 33, which is worlds better than 52, 
but for the sake of the banana plants, I should prefer it to stay in th< 
40's. 

' ’ r 

From day to day the mail increases but in large part the envelopes 
contain Christmas cards and, marvelous to relate, I seem to r emember 
most of the senders, when I have an opportunity, I shall try 
to enclose a few of these but that may be later. Frankly I was wonder % 
impressed today when 0 ne came to hand from "Mr. and Mrs. Postei 
I believe the thing was printed. Somehow I had always supposed that 
"formality" and "Santa Claus" were two words which simply didn't jibe, . 
it appears I must have been in error. 

i . - v?* .. i i • i.o • 

Celeste showed me her cards the other day. I got the impression 
the decoration suggested something rather New England-ish, with much sni 
the meeting housq and so on, I believe she described it as "darling". 
Personally I don t wonder the Ciuil War turned out the way it did. 

Or could I be wrong in assuming that a ny scene other than snow would 
be the appropriate thing for Louisiana as a greeting card. 

^ s i • n vn : e. . 

Sometime after the turn of the year, I think I shall ask Charles 
Cunningham how much much he would charge to do the Mclnnis sketch 
on a card size, reading "Chapel of the Blessed Martin, Yucca House, 
Melrose, Louisiana" or some such. That might be suitable for local siu„ 
don* you think. I think the religious angle might appeal to the 
ladies across the fence but since I, myself, never send cards, it 
would appear I would be my own worst customer. 

' V \ft: o \ ' ,00* t L V ' Of* " ' X So 1 

; r \ . ’\( 1 P. r - p* • t \< •A 

• • • • • t 


If 
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How wacky some people can get because evident in a letter from 
some of that St, Martinsville Folk Festival crowd today when a letter 
arrived, advising me they were expecting to visit the Natchitoches area 
again "before Christmas" and asking me if they might have a go-round 
here and if I would summon up some of the negroes to relate stories to 
Can you imagine that I suppose they think if a negro is summoned 
before a flock of white people, all one has to do is to instruct him 
to start talking and talk he will', Srely it must be said, we know 
some mighty curious people, 

I can't seem to recall how it was that my day wa3 such a busy one 
but busy it was and l'm not quite certain how I sandwiched in Sister Fri 
Jerome between jumps but I did. She re-appeared in her costume of Lady 
Moses with the white rod, although no water gushed out of the pot. She 
wanted to clear up another point or two foldings indicated on 

the map. Although I don t recall how the Jujior Senator from 
Wi sconsin got into the act, somehow he did, and I asked her where she 
stood on that matter, She said that she had somehow gained the impress'i 
that because he is supposedly a Catholic, some Catholics seemed to 
think they should side with him but that as for herself, she thought 
him a perfect bully and that she sincerely hoped all the wind had been 
taken out of his sails as a result of that final blast he took at 
the President, I guess this is the first time I ever heard a Reverend i 
express herself on a political matter and it all seemed so odd • 


• 

Under separate cover, I'm sending along a couple issues of the Hew 
publication, I sturck a clip in one to indicate the Melrose section, bz 
if you have no time to glance at the article at present, you will have 
missed nothing by skipping it, I gather it must,have been based on 
the limes Picayune aritcle or articles # I haven t read it as yet but 
by chance learned of at least one error for I believe they have August\ 
Metoyer building the new house at Melrose, The photographs struck me 
as being slightly on the dim side but perhaps that is because they 
are published in green or blue or some 3uch and not in black and white. 


l'm 


, - - 

still getting no where with "Rainbow on the Road" because of 
physical exertions of the moment that set my head to nodding as soon 
as I start spinning the disk. The reader, one Lippincott, is excellent 
I suspect the novel is, too but I shall be sure only after resting 
my §yes, as it were, a little,,,,, 



Friday, December 17th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Sunday-Monday letter in today's post. 

Obviously your Uncle Samuel is doing pretty well in sticking 
to first class deliveries in this full tide of holiday tonnage, 

I am so sorry that the full round of buzz-buzz keeps up its bre< 
neck speed during workaday hours, I am so hopeful that the two 
week end3 of Christmas and Hew Tears may provide some opportunity 
to catch a moment of relaxation, Mow wonderful that you were able 
to side step last week's jaunt, 

* t J 1 ! * *' * 

And may I say how much 1 appreciate all the enclosures, It 
was so thoughtful of you to make the transcriptions and to render 
them into English, I had hoped that thi3 would be accomplished 
sometime after the turn of the year for the sake of your own good 
health, I am holding the thought that it may-not contribute to 
bring the strain to the break point. Do, I pray you, try to 
a void as much as you can leading in that direction, 

» 

It goes without saying that the grandchild is so fine, I can 
well imagine all the comings and goings for a look at her. 

As I look b a ck on the circumstcai ce, it does seem rather odd and 
yet at the time it all seemed so natural when my secretary 
spoke the name which I had already formulated in my mind so that 
the surprise was more at hearing an echo of one's own voice than 
the sound of anything new, 

I aKi all at sea as to imagining what the package may contain, I 
will be interesting to see how much longer it takes to make the 
journey than did the letter, as they were both posted on the same 
day, ut what it can possibly contain, as not indicated in your 
jletter, fills me with endless curiosity but I can make nothing out o. 

It i3 not my custom to open your letters until a secretary 
is to hand. Today was an exception, however, as the mail was heavy < 
when I saw a secretary emerging from the bamboo hedge and coming thi. 
I began . opening the envelopes and as yours was on top, it was the 
first. But, to my surprise, nobody knocked at my door and on 
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investigation, I discovered the approaching secretary had halted to 
respond to the greeting of a friend. This afforded me an opportunii 
to examine the contents of the top envelope and you can readily imac, 
how intrigued I was by the notation in the special envelope, —in 
letters large enough for me to decipher so easily and yet whose 
cryptic message left me quite in the dark, A few minutes later, hou 
all was made clear on reading your letter and 1 am delighted at the 
chance enclosure for it is precisely what one of my acquaintances ha 
been wistfully wishng for but knew perfectly well he wouldn't get. 
How wonderful will be the surprise and how almost like the smaller L 
the odd circumstance that you should have aiticipated all this, 

T was perfectly delighted with an envelope shown me this mo min 
by Madam Regard, In the upper corer the return address read : 

from 

Mrs, 0, Lively, 

Monroe, La, 

And then came the regular address : 

"Mrs, Regan, 

J, H, Henry's Mother in Law, 

Melrose, Louisiana," 

Don't you love that, I guess that's one reason why Melrose is 
wonderful for I doubt if there are many places in America where such 
address would be forth coming. 

Today s batch of letters and cards was increas ingly heavy and 
I am glad to say that I neverdid get around to them, what with a cou 
of interruptions coming just after I had finished your letters and t 
closures A3 I don't 3end out cards, I am glad to have a clear brain 
to finish off those of yesterday and the day before and tomorrow I s 
have an opportunity to get after today'3 batch and tomorrow's, I 
particularly <p predate the enclosed greetings from Atlanta, 

I am not the type to anticipate doom but I suppose this 
card 3eems doubly welcome as I cannot help thinking there 
will probably be so few more from that beloved hand. 

And now I'm going to roll up my sleeves and get to work. 

It's "air-ish" outside, —clear and in the upper 30 's, but it's 
jolly and warm inside, and especially because, thanks to little 
Miss Lee, my day has been such a happy one . 


Sunday, December 19th, 1954, 


Memorandum: 

All in all, if one isn't too fussy a bout the edtes, it was 
a pleasant week end, 

A chill wind blew all day Saturday and there was ice on the 
bird bath this morning but the cloudless skies permitted a 
maximum of sunshine, suggesting Spring but not feeling too much 
like it, 

Charles Cunningham brought his aunt and uncle from California 
down on Saturday a fternooon, moving up the schedule by 24 hours, 
we had, a pleasant session and although I didn't know it until then, 

I have had correspondence with the lady but on what subject I 
know not, 

» » ♦ 

There were other people, —Idaho, Minnesota and Alabama, 

but none of them mattered, 

’ 

About 4 o'clock this afternoon while I was knocking out some 
m n il, there was a big racket at the door and much- talk in a somewhat 
shrill voice. On the . interruption . 

* • 

/low let me see, I believe I was telling of my unexpected visitor 
It was Miss Maude, wife of Napoleon Bonaparte Carter, She came bearir 
an elegant cassarole of hot tomales, and withal on a silver tray, 

, What's more the lady was high as a kite and vaguely on the amorous 
side. She didn't want to sit down but she did want to wa.ider about 
the house and as she moved from the living room into the 
boudoir, she knocked over the little night table by my bed. By 
stroke of good luck and I know not how I did it, I grabbed the 
radio as itcareened toward the tipping table, --and saved it 
from smashing, 

, ^ . '\\J t. 0 . 

I know not how I excited her interest in some gourds hanging fron 
the eaves on the front gallery, but having enticed her that far, 
we didn't go back in the house, I am hoping this is the only 
time I shall be honored by the lady and you may be sure I shall 
delegate somebody to return the casserole and the tray back to its 
owner. 
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As I had started recounting this tale, another knock came 
at my door. I took it to be by the same person but wondered 
how anybody could negotiate the gardens so long after dark 
I answered the door in what I imagine was a somewhat truculent manner 
a nd picture my surprise to find Dr. Rand and Blythe standing there. 

I told them I had never been so surprised and delighted to see them. 
It seems they had stopped at Celeste's, having driven up this ay 
late in the day and had lingered longer than they had realised 
but wanted to pass by for a little chat and to leave me a 
Christmas gift. They staid about an hour, I guess, and so it will 
be rather late by the time they get back to Alexandria. I got 
the impression they both looked unusually well and their spirits 
seemed 0 ?i the gay side. 

As you will have already noticed, I was able to get the 
envelope with the unusual flotation on it, and I'm sending it 
along, thinking it might be nice for the record. 

I talked on the telephone this morning with Ora and her 
daughter, Anne, who is home from L. S. U. for the holidays. Ora 
told me that Mr. Reames had telephoned her, —you will recall the 
name as from the College library. Mis father and mother are coming 
over from South Carolina for the holidays and they wanted to 
come down here. I appointed Thursday afternoon. Ora said that 
J. H. Williams had returned from John Mopkins where they had 
found nothjpg wrong with him physically but that he obviously 
is in a serious mental state, At supper, J. H. said he had talked 
with J. M % Williams during the afternoon in town and that 
"you could tell by the look in his eye that there was something 
worrying him." f As everyone had a poor crop this year, 0 . h . Henry 
said he couldn't imagine why that would upset a man so. 

As I understand it, although his commitments may be heavy, if all 
were settled in a single day, he would still be in the 
milionaire brackets. But I suppose if money is the only thing 
in life the loss of any of it would be devastating to such a man, eve 
though- still a millionaire when the debts were paid. Purely there 
is an advantage in being a pauper if the I0S8 of money drives people 
crasyAt 3upper Saturday night, the clerk sqid he was going to 
do his Christmas shopping in town. He didn t know what he was going 
to get for his wife but he was going to buy his boy a football. 

That will be for a white child and I smiled, as you may readily 
imagine, knowing that on the morrow a like object will be arriving 
for one of our little colored friends, thanks to little Miss Lee .....j 
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Monday, December 80th, 1954. 


Memorandum : 

Another heavy frost last night and one just like it promised 
for tonight. But the skies remain cloudless and the sun warms things u t 
pleasantly during the day and tonight the stars are glittering with ino 
brightness. 

• * 

The mails are approaching their flood tide, I supposeand 
although the Christmas card section continues expanding, the letter 
a nd package departments remain fairly steady. There were a couple 
of things from the Segelous and a package from M a ry Pringle but I 
never did undertake opening them, thinking it would be nice to save 
them u ntil Christmas eve. Surely 1st class items maintain the normal 
schedule better than parcel post although both must be equally taed 
n bout equally although the tonnage of the latter probably slows that 
branch of the service down c onsider .bly. The package from little 
Miss Lee, paxsdx posted a week ago will probaH y be coming to hand 
on the morrow. 

«* • ' M ■ 

I learned from Celeste that she ha3 been having correspondence 
with Irma and Farley about a gift for me. I shiver at the thought. 

I have no doubt she thought she was doing the right thing by honoring 
their request for secrecy but I should have appreciated it more had 
she confided in me since her concept of anything and mine so frequently 
run at variance, although I reckon she doesn t know that. 

Pat didn't come out for supper tonight but Dan made a round and as 
can never keep pace at table with the clerk and J. H., they departed 
before Dan and I had finished. Dan was slightly on the high side. He 
is apparantly m a d at la Montespan and of course he can t stand me. 

He asked me if I ever see much of Miss i ucfcer. I said'I thought 
she had not been this way all summer. He 3aid he was furious 
at her the other night when in a group of people which included her, 
someone asked him about the possibility of visit Melrose for a tour 
„nd he advised against it and Miss x ucker told the people that 3he 
knew me and would call in their behalf* He said he felt I was 
transplanting him in the public's concept as to the own of Melrose • 

I get his point of view somewhat. After all, the legal owners of so ma 
somehow seem to have a much poorer title than those who have no 
claims at all, save in appre ication, —of which, he, of course, has non 

He said he certainly hoped i/iss x ucker wouldn't come this way ofte 
Naturally there were lot3 of responses to that one, too, but obviously 
know his own w\fe had been here with her and it goes without 
saying , J didn t bring that up although it would have fitted into 
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Tuesday, December 21st, 19 54. 





c 




t 

i 


the conversation rather neatly at that point. But what 
can one do with those possessed of disordered mind3 and doubly so, who 
can one do with thosq possessed of both disordered and inebriated 
brainAlthough I didn t get around to explore many items in today's 
post, I noticed one from Hiss u ormon, —no doubt a thank you note 
for a ,plate I sent her. At least she acknowledges it as from me and 
doesn t pen her bread and butter note to Sister which is at 
leat different on this go-round, 

For the first time in ever so long, I wasn't too entranced 
with last night’s Meet The Press, The guest was the Nationalist 
Ambassador, V, K, Wellington Koo, I suppose this one time graudate 
of Columbia University speaks English as fluently as anyone 
hailing from the Celestial Empire and perhaps, had he introduced 
a bit more of chop suey into his pronunciation, it might 
have given a more convincing Oritental flavor, a ut the primary 
reason I didn't much care for the program was because I felt 
instinctively that he was having a rather unpleasant time in halving 
to voice full support for the regime which-he, himself, must find 
lacking in so many virtues, I could only feel pity for the 
Ambassador and was so instinctively trying to fomulate palatable a nswe 
on his behalf that I couldn t really get ai intellectual pleasure 
out of the thing. 

According to local radio stations, Winter a rives about 
.3 o'clock tomorrow morning, As T understand it f the sun decided 
to set a little later tonight than it did last night, suggesting 
that the 19th may have been a shorter day than the 21st, I do't 
see that any of this makes the slightest difference to anyone 
a nd yet it did eradicate a n imperfect understanding I had of 
the situation inasmuch as I had always supposed the 21st to be the 
shortest day of the year, 

I never cease to wonder how firecrackers became the fashion for 
Christmas in this part of the country. Frequently during the 
afternoon and often since dark, I have heard their racket up and 
down the river, That illuminations should have been conjured up for i 
celebration of - hrist's birthday I can understand readily enough but h 
the explosion of firecrackers should get into the act, I cannot imagin 
I suppose firecarckers on the 4th of July metamorphosed from the 
Revolutionary days when cannonades were the order of the day but 
that was to echo battls and. not the birth on "silent Night, Holy Night 

1 4 . ■ 
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Memorandum : 


May I tell you that both packages came to hand in today'8 po 

And may I tell you I'm slap happy about the whole business, 

Thanks to the expert packing plus a stroke of luck in 
traveling, —what with the untold tonnage in every mail sack, 
they obviously arrived a uite intact. 

At this moment, they are both resting by the fireplace in th 
living room. This represents untold nobility on my part, what 
with the impulse to wiwrap them. But I must confess that partial 
through intuitive powers, perhaps mostly by the sense of touch, 

I have already guessed, or at least half guessed, what is contain 
in the box which is construced around a central opening, Purely 
this must be the box yon menioned as having responded with a tink 
when shaken by the postal authority at the time of mailing. Some 
thing tells me that it was you qnd not Fate that made the crashin 
of Madame Augustin Metoyer's portrait a matter of good luck, rega 
although at the time, I must confess it seemed to me quite the 
contrary • 

And so you will understand pefectly how perfectly natural it 
that I should find myself so gay tonight and why vibrations are 
going a mile a minute in the general direction of Lyme, 

• • r • • 

My radio reported what my local friends are want to style "a 
thermometer readings in the metropolitan area today. There was a 
frost here last night Lut after the sun had finally awakened from 
(longest) sleep of the year, the frost soon vanished and all day 
it was so warm, one needed, no jacket and tonight, although cooler 
I have the doors open on both galleries while, paradoxically enou 
Celeste has summoned the priests from across the river to give he 
h a nd at setting up and decorating her Christmas tree. 


And speaking of the radio brings one around to E.Roscoe Murr 


X 
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it struck me tonight that as sometimes happens, he neglected to 
include one news item which might well have been mentioned, even 
a t the expense of shortening by a sentence or two his editorial 
onproblems in the Far East, For I was impressed by the fact that 
while he did include mention of the conviction of the Cleveland ph\ 
acc sed of murdering hi3 wife, he skipped all mention of the 
death of James Hilton, I learned of the passing of the author of 
Horison" a nd "Time And Time Again" early this morning. It may havv 
the morning papers and it certainly found space in the evening one- 
Perhaps it was old 3tuff by broadcast time for the Murrow program 
or perhaps Ur, Murrow envisions a t a subsequent boardcast the 
obituary more fulsome than time permitted tonight. Be that as it i 
I feel at least one of the James Hilton books perhaps two, —dL 
though personally, "Goodbye, Mr, Chips" did not appeal to me so mut 
but surely "Lost Horizon" must have provided hundreds of thousands 
of readers and millions of movie-goers end of entertainment and 
I venture to guess, a considerable stability in a decade not famou. 
for a great deal of that commodity in other lines of human endeavo 
Surely Mr, Hilton struck the right note when mightily needed and 
the chord was so such turness and majesty for the human soul that 
will long echo down the corridors of time, Oddly enough, aL though 
I bqth read the book and saw Leslie Howard do it in the movies, I 
don t seem to remember very clearly a bout the ending, I suppose 
this may be due in large part to the fact that unlike the marjoity 
of novels, it never seemed to me to matter much how the mere story 
terminated. What was important, of course, was the fact that Mr, 
Hilton, by the magic of his pen, created a new Pardise in the hear 
of his readers, - people for whom the Paradise of the GoodBook had 
somehow become temporarily thread bare or had almost evaporated co, 
ly. People always need a glimpse of Paradise and at the time the 
appeared, unusual numbers of them needed it badly,, Mr, Hilton 
created one such, the people re-acted favorably and the 
President n a med his retreat for it,I regret Mr. Eisenhower changed 
name Mr. Roosevelt g a ve the camp, for somehow there was something 
very special bout the original term and nothing, so far as I can . 
„bout the substitution. And I think the people will long find som « 
in the former although as for the Biblical Paradise, both Mr. Roos< 
a nd Mr. Hilton a re two spirits beyond r gretting the fading of the 
name of the erathly one, 

But Lord, Lord,,,how I did switch off the tr ck slap into a 
"literary evening". But now I must foreoake the pleasures of this 
little communion and knock out some non-descript mail, 
for even as in urban centers at the moment, things tend to whiz 
at this remote rural situation, too,,,,,. 


Wednesday, December 22nd, 1954, 


Memorandum : 

While I think of it, —the clerk i3 taking off two days 
in the middle of January, —a Monday and a Tuesday, which I 
suppose will be about the 15th or 16t , Mail will come through 
alright regardless of his absence but I mention the fact that 
the merchant planter will bq serving as Po3t Master and clerk, - 
combined, and what he doesn t know a bout the Postal business woulc 
fill volumes. 

My d a y has been filled with people and I have appointments 
for all day tomorrow, so it would appear the holiday season 
is really on. 

But I got started fairly early this morning and the 
first thing I heard■ on awakening a 4 was a record being broadcast 
over WHO, Des Moines, It was Guy Lombardo * s rendi¬ 
tion of "iTies of the Vienna Woods", accenting a piano duo and 
it was wonderful, 

*t 4\ JL. * ' 9 

The tempo was so light and so swift and perhaps be¬ 
cause I was still half asleep, my usual concept of the 
Vienna Woods as a summer pastoral was somehow transformed into 
a winter scene As my imagination stirred a little, 
the whole setting was in minature, with tiny sleighs 
carrying minature 18th century figurines of ladies muffled in 
furs and the spirited horses fairly dancing as they swept 
over the glistening ice on the surface of the frozen lake. 

It was all so gay and so entrancing but at the same time so exciti 
what with the uncertainity I had about these lovely, lively 
traineaux reaching the snowy margin of the lake before the ice 
g a ve way• I almost held my breuth a s the composition headed 
dow i the home stretch and somehow I sank back on my pillow 
in exhaustion and sheer delight that what I had seen had been 
so exhilerating and yet, although things seemed so uncertain all 
along, the whole thing concludedin a ll safety and the vision 
vanished as the final note of respose was achieved, 

I shouldn't be suprised if you h a ve long been acqu a inted with 
this Lombardo aarrangement but if, by chance, it has thus far 
escaped you, I recommend it most earnestly to your enjoyment, 
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Thursday, December 23rd, 1954. 


The incoming Christmas cards continue to represent 
the bulk of the mail. I shall send along one or two of the 
notes or letters, including a sweet one from Irma and Parley, 
meaning Irma, mostly, I suppose. I hope, too that I can^ind the 
envelope from Ruth and Hillings Pierson, —Beth Cloutier s 
h n lf sister and nephew. .7 he envelope must have been penned by 

Hillings, although bot mother and son have been here millions 
of times. It is addressed to Francis Henjoy, Bermuda, Louisiana• 


u\ 


of 


JC 


c r r~ 
f, v • 




4 
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Sister Frances Jerome dropped, in for a few minutes. It seems 
she threw the mulatto planters into a flurry when she typed a numb 
ofquestions, similar in nature to the census forms, asking the 
number of radios, ice boxes, automobiles, etc», with a view to 
giving some substance and a more scientific status to one of 
the sociological chapters of her book. Everyone to whom they were ay 
presented went into a panic, fearing, they knew not what, but 
obviously convinced that, as in the case of Welfare forms, anything 
they put down might be used against them. 

• | 

She said she had conferred with Hr, Wilkinson s successor as 
head of the L. S. U. University Press Th,ey were a little dubious 
considering any manuscript having to <5o with color % They said 
that while the first book bj Davis and Hogan about the Hatches 
barber had sold very well, the succeeding book about the same 
character had flopped dreadfully t They attributed this to 
the reoent spurt of racial bias resulting from the Supreme Court d 
ci3ion Personally I guess that that reason played no part 

at all I After all,'they had told their story in the first book an 
Davis and Hogan were simply trying to squeese more juice out 
a n orange t!>at had already been crushed dry. 

|bi 

Sitter France Jerome departed when some people from Hew Iberi 
p a ssed this way heading for Hatchitoches and stopping off here 
to leave a package on behalf of Lionel Jeanmard at whose place 
in Lafayette they had szopped on the way here. I suspect the 
p a ck n ge contains "fire water" for Hr. Jeanmard drink3 an excellent a 
grade of whiskey and I shall appreciate having this as Dr. Rand 
cannot drink wine and it is nice to have something by way of 
a hip for him when he passes this way. 

So things run on and Long passed this way to say Howdy tonigh 
*and he spoke of that time little Hiss Dee and Lestan dropped by 
his house by the spillway one June night, and it was all 3C 

very pleasant • the hour advances and I shall fold up with 

happiness on precisely that note...... 


Hemorandum j 

It may come as something of a surprise to you to learn the 
sometimes Christmas Eve comes on the 23rd rather than the 24th of December 

• 

But so is the case in this year of grace of 1954 . As an 
excuse I made use of thi3 bit of quibbling• - what with no out-going 
mail from this point on Saturday, I should find myself having to wait 
two whole days before talking about old Santa, and that I simply 
couldn't put off • Hence my very good reason for giving the calendar a 
special flip and landing Christmas Eve right on my lap 24 hours in advance 
»• - 4 ' < "I - ; - '■ I-" , W'i 

Althoughhaving pretty well guessed what was contained in the square b 
with the round hole in the center, I had to examine the content first, 
both to confirm my hopes and to determine if they had traveled 
safely. It goes without saying that the confirmation of the contents 
equal ly confirmed my delight All p of them are* in perfection condi¬ 
tion. They are lined up here on my desk befo,re me, the rim of each nearly 
kissing his neighbor so that with every tap of this keyboard, they 
tinkle a s merrily as the piano duo of Lombardo in the Tales of the 
Vienna Woods . I love them and partly because its warm tonigh and 
partly because of sentiment, I simply have to use one of them tonight 
when our little chat is terminated, the mail attended to and I can 
leisurely turn through some other pretty things. 

• 1 • 

A former secretary, Hurrel Williams, now a soldier, blew in from some 
Kans a s camp along about first dark and I enlisted his a3sistance in 
separating all the delectable packages in the other box. I spotted the 
football in the large red box right away and put is aside. I handed him 
the individual slips to read as I removed each succeeding package and 
when I came to one with a tiny booklet attached, I said I thought 
that might be for one of the ladies next door. He read it for me: 

"To Celeste from Essau". 

I * 

Don t you love that Biblical twist. I checked on the next package 
and that was for Hadam Regard from Essau a lso. With mighty self control 
I controlled the facial muscles but it was a struggle. 

At that moment a contemporary secretary arrived and I sent both 
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boys on their way to the honkey-tonk and I proceeded with my Christmas 
Eve The wrappings were so lovely, it seemed a sacrilege to disturb any 
of Ihem, First I ravaged the wrappings on the smallest package, The 
monogr med handkerchiefs are so lovely and the "F n as in Lestan, so beautifu 
contrived in its respective embroidery of brown, wine and blue, I 
was equally delighted with thir case for I had never seen one like it and 
I had no idea plastics had been fashioned into such a convenient case to 
protect the contents from dust and creasing and yet quite convenient to see 
contents even when the lid is closed, I am forever milling about in 
my armoir looking for a fre3h handkerchief and rumpling them up before findi 
them, his little case will make it so easy to deterimne where the things 
are and will protect them so neatly at the same time. 


Friday, December 24th, 1954, 


Next came the 
into a design, the 
immediately q no ked 


bountiful box of white 
like of which I hadn't 


the 

by the chai 
keep an eye 
no sooner 


cnadles, so beautifully twisted 
_ of which 1 hadn't seen before either, I 
up an old pair of candelabra, placing them on 
end tables on'each side of the fireplace in the living room, one 
the other at the end of the sofa . A.s I write these lines, I can 
on them whenever I glance into the other from from my desk, but 
had T installed them properly then I got busy on a second mission, this time 
a pair of large candlesticks, for I next opened the box containing the marve 
red bigger tapers, They are so imposing and so grand I feel almost noble 
just looking at them For tonight they are gracing eich end .of the cabinet 
the living room, above which hangs Madame Augustin and they are separated by 
a modest mound of gourds, persimmons, etc, I think you may readily imagine 
they,present an ensemble that is at once charming an(% appealing, — 
what s the line, — oh, yes, —"plus n ue princiere, presque Royale, 


And then came the big package, 
paper and the perfectly elegant rid 
of me, I hadn t the faintest notion 
and probably only you could imagine 
so happy % I simply sat there in the 
hold theft on mv la P* runnin 9 m y 


in mv . - 

letting my hand travel over 
soft glow of the tapers and 
is mine through little Miss 


so marvelously wrapped in its beautiful 
ribbons and big bow. For the life 
as to what might be within, and you 
my delight at what I found, I was 
caudle light altogether content to 
finger across the lid of the plastic box and 


the beautiful publications as l ga^ed into the 
silently paised God for all the happiness that 
Lee • 


After a little while, 1 placed them 
to come to my desk to have this little c 
to the living room 0 »id ther.e I shall lei 
new glasses which I .love so much, as I 
the magnificent copies of Illustration 
not alone at all what with these visibl 
all about me and’the feeling that the sp 
to share. It has been such al lovely Ch 
and blessings on you for h a ving made it 


Lr 


C- 

t 


along side me on the sofa and got u 
hat with you. Later I am returning 
surely make use of one of the 
urn through the pages of 
feeling instinctively that I am 
e evidences of a kindred soul 
irit of the giver is a bso present 
ristmas Eve, this December 23rd, 19 5 
so .... • 


Memorandum : 

• • • • ► ^ * ' ' v ‘ * * 

Mere is Christmas Eve again, just like last night, and 
1 find myself as happy as a clam. 

There will be no outgoing mail 0 » the morrow and writing 
a memo for Monday posting seems a little odd 0 » Friday.night, but 
I m writing regardless with a view to attaching it to Sunday niaht's 
memo, y y 

I had such a pleasant evening last night. The candles were 

and T on J of the new glasses felt so good i n mv hand a s I sipp 
endlessly a s I turned and re-turned through the lovely^issues of 
Illustration t Of course I was delighted when I came to the attached 
clipping and it was doubly intriguing as I had to tell myself I would 
get to read it todayBut, of course, I didn t get to it and so I 
have the pleasure of looking forward to doing so 0 » the morrow or 
the next day • 

For secretaries I saw not today, although two or three put in an 
appearance, but each time there was someone here makinq secretarial 
owrk inpossible, 

\ * J 

uUanita and her mother came over to Yucca right after breakfast ai 
from then on there was some one here throughout the balance of the dau 
light hours, --sunny hours and the weather in the upper 60's, 

4 

The clerk's wife f and their little boy came to pay me a visit and 
bring a gift, Eugene s wife is a very nice person but, unfortunately 
oj strick Baptist leanings in whose churches, I think, only white 
people can be approached a3 human beings, I am not interested in her 
racial prejudices but I w a s sorry she was here when Currie Kirkland whc 
on this side of the spillway, up this way from where little Miss Less c 
Lestan visited Log, Carrie is a mulatto, had heard me express enthusai 
at the church b a nquet on November 10th concerning the pumpkin pie and 
so had brought me one of her own home made ones for Christmas The 
tension between the white and the mulatto lady was extreme and I felt s 
for Carrieandas a gesture of putting things to rights, presented her 
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Saturday, December 85th, 1954. 


the presence of the other lady a gift that was identical which had been 
presented just before Carrie's arrival• 

Then Mary Gunn from Magnolia came, bringing a boy friend, a Mr, 
Johnston, a friend of the Smithermans, from Shreveport, Then followed 
Mary's mama, T, Sal Hertzog Gunn and quite a flock of other people. 
Eventually I Was momentarily alone and Ora (telephone interruption,,, 
Did I remark that 0 r a came, bringing ma an apple pie for my Christmas, , 
One apple pie, one pumpkin pie,,,,,plenty of cookies and some ice tea, 
chocolate milk and wine, —what a >* assortment for a late evening snack 
to consider as sharing if only Lyme were as close by as the spirit ther 

* 

Ora spoke of many things, the mental situation in which her brothe 
in-law, J, H, "illiams finds himself and the resulting pressure on 
R, B,, the precarious condition of R, B,'s mother, etc,, and the 
impulse on her part to introduce every harmony possible into families 
that are currently rocked bymental, physical and social 
c o.ivulsions, She said she had just about made up her mind to 
give up playing the organ in the Presbyterian Church and to give up t. 
Presbyterian Church with a view to becoming a Catholic as that is the 
Williams religion, We talked religion a little . She asked me to expres 
myself a bit, I told her I knew of no religious sect whose theories we 
comprehensible to me and that 1 realized to become a member of any Chur 
or at least I suppose this is true, one has to accpet the particular do 
twist of this or that so-called Christian religion # I told her 1 didn 
even know the meaning of half the phrases employed, —ones which the wo 
communicant is asked to subscribe to, such as belinving, for example iit 
n the communion of the Saints" and such rigamaro'le3, I said I thought 
the Church is an agency for good and that by being a member, we prob a bl 
can advance good through a concentration -of our efforts with others, 

I stated further that I didn t expect her to comprehend all the 
hocus-pokus of the Catholic rigamarole any more than she would the 
Presbyterian which she probably subscribed to when a child and 
that if harmony and a closer knit family might result from her move, I 
was 100 per cent in favor of it. She asked me to honor her confidence 
as to her possible move and L gave her my word, naturally, 

» ^ , 

And then, at the close of day. Dog passed this way and was 
perfectly delighted with the elegant package containing the foot ball 
which Santa is to put on the tree for his little boy. He told me 
the boy ha3 been making himself a football out of old rags, held 
together with hay wire and that the sight of a real football 
will just about "knock him plum out", 

• i t; ^ _ 1 . J » . ... c . ■ i • v. 

It's such a pleasant Ch r i 3 t m as Eve and the telephathy 
department is functioning wonderfully well,,,,,,,,,. 


b 

t 
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Memorandum : 

I so seldom find myself on this keyboard on Saturday that 
it seems a little odd, even as does the day, for obviously Christmas 
mades ducks and drakes of any day of the week and whereas it seems a 
little like Sunday, it probably will seem.like Sunday again 
on the morrow. 

The dawn was all silver,’ untouched by rose since it remains 
cloudless , And the brilliant sunshine warmed things so speedily 
that by 9 o'clock no one needed a jacket, 

• • 

Two or three days back. Celeste told,me that Sister had telephon 
J. H, the night before, saying they weren t coming down for this Chri 
We both brea.tlted a 3igh of relief but,I spoiled it all by saying that 
I would believe it only when I had experienced it, 

• * 

On Chirstmas Even Sister telephoned J, H, again saying that 
as they had just moved into their new $45,000,00 house and as everyth 
was in packing cases and upside down, they had decided not to come do 
that we must drop everything and come up and spend the day with 
them. Honestly, y ou know, the mental operations of that one's 
mind, if any, is something to study about. But J, H, pointed out tha 
we could scarcely be expected to move in on them at such a time and s 
was decided that they would all come down here, which, off hand it 
would seem, that is what they wanted. Celeste thereupon had a fit an 
the balance of last night was hurly-burly until time for her to go 
to midnight Mass, I am told. 

And then 1 0:30 arrived this morning a nd the five additional 
plates had been set for dinner when Sister telephoned to say that the 
got up so late, they decided they wou'ldn t come, It was the 
happiest Christmas dinner I can remember, —J, H,, Mrs, 
Anderson(juanita(s m ther ), Madame Regard, Juanita, Lestan, Celeste a 
that was all, P~t having gone over to Houston for the day, And so we 
dined at the big house and all was lovely, 

l t v 

My morning had been a pleasant one, with plantation folks 
starting to tap on my door before sun-up. And there were the usual 
Dutle River contingent, black as the ace of spades, and two of them, 
following their custom, of appearing at first sun up in 'Tuxedoes, 


And some were leaving at odd moments and others a rriving, and 
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among those coming and going was Log who obviously had wanted to tell 
me about the happiness of his boy on finding the gay football package 
on his Christmas tree, but so many people were here, he decided he 
would wait a little, and will probably return either later tonight or 


on the morrow. 

interruption. .. «. 


That Marshall woman just called to express a vaguely belated Merr 
Christmas. She said she’had not heard from South Carolina, even as I 
not. I asked her about Hew York and she said she was coming this way 
She wanted to. thank me for writing Igor Brousell, or some such, regard 
photogos of Melrose. She had heard from him. Perhaps they will 
do business. 

interruption .• 

Moncks Corner just telephoned. La Storm said they were just back 
from Mew.York and everything was lovely in Manhattan and at The Bluff 
today had been sunshiney and warm. She said Santa Claus had brought he 
flock of things about Africa, txavel folders, an elegant photographic 
etc., and that if T had decided not to tour theDark Continent with 
her, to pass along the good word to Carolyn. L shall be delighted to 
Kay took over where la Stomr left off, saying she still loved me, etc. 

Both gals seemed on the happy side and, in view of recent little cloud 
th ir horizon, that was good news, too. 

L a Storm returned.to the wire to ^sk me if my reading machine was worki 
She said she should like to speak to Santa Claus about bying me a new 
one which was sweet, of course, but my machine is working alright 
a nd besides, the library of Congress hasn t objected as yet to doing 
something by way of supplying that item. 

Aii dinner tod^.y, Celeste told me that Stephen had telephoned from . 
Baton .Rouge and asked her to pass along his greetings to me. She said 
was os happy as a clam because little Stephen and his wife had just ad 
a little weeks old daughter and both adopted parents and adopted grand 
parents were .delighted about the whole thing . There are so many paren 
children in this world, and, on a sour note, so many children who migh 
luckier if they were parentless. 

• . 1 

Sometime during the morning, James and Rosalind Aswell camebearki 

They were dining in Alexandria with the Mac'lemores who told them to b r 
Mr. M. is "studying about" running for C.vernor again and I reckon Mr. 
be writing his speeches for him again. Tt^ey had better be good to beat 


Sunday, December 25tn , 1954. 


Memorandum : 

A wonderfully peaceful day and sufficiently cloudy to 
discourage road-runners, with a’pin point sprinkle tonight, 
as a sort of fainted hearted promise of all the rains of whic 
up until now we have been denied. 

*>ut the most appreciated element of the weather has been 
balmy nature so that all doors and windows could be left wide 
open and, —and this is the important thing, —so warm that 
Tender Leaf could be brewed and ice tea could be attempted wi 
infinite satisfaction in one of the new glasses. They are so 
elegant, it's a pleasure just to hold them and my enthusiasm 
will probably induce me to drinking tender leaf all winter 
whenever the thermometer jumps or a geam of sunshine appears. 

% 

I was so happy to be ,able to trun and re-turh the Illust 
tion pages, their reproductions are so lovely. I was up 
to my hips in them this afternoon when a gentleman appeared a 
door. He turned out to be Mr. Reames and with a brain 
calculated to love jU3t what I was doing. 

* 

He and left his wife and child in the car at the front 
gate as the child had a cold and they thought it better for h 
not to sachet a bout the gardens. For once it paid off having 
a spoiled child, for had he noz be forced to remain in the ca 
with his mother, there would have been no opportunity for con 
versation at all, such a harum-scarum 2 or 3 year old is the 

Everybody went to town this afternoon to see the "Desire 
I suppose Juanita and her mother will probably return to Texa 
on the morrow. I find it obvious* that Celeste find3 their pr 
irkesome for although she is very fond of them, she would 
be more free to hop from bush to bush with greater abandon, 
were they not here to supply an excuse for staying at home. . 
her so well, I can detect little re a ctions indicating her 
resentment at any suggestion as to ball and chain . She becom. 
petulant if any one asks J. H, about some detail of his trip 
she says quite frankly she isn't interested in that part of 
world and doesn t want to hear n bout it. Over the demi - 


Cf * 
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tasse at dinner, I remarked upon the paradox of a nation get 
wrought up with a pos3ib .lity of going to war over 12 men in Tic 
China whereas from 50 to 75 people in this country are killer 
every day in automobile accidents to which or about which eu. s- 
seems utterly callous , She cuaght me up short, observing \c 

there was no parallel at all, that those men weren t being fc 

held legally, etc,, etc,, to which I responded Yes, mama, ant ot 
let th^t drop, recognizing a nother little sign of the pinch 
that presents her from soaring a s high, were she alone, Vha' 
a pity thu3 to be possessed of everything i n potentials and 
nothing in actualities, ^ 

My enthusiasm for T 7 grows apace, following an hour's 
session tonight, as between 7 and 8, I gathered it was 
some sort of drama which may have been comedy or tragedy, I i 9*' 

sure which. But it was a s dull a s could be and 3ix of us so - s 

to observe the doings with such wrapped attention that nobody 
present spoke, I suspected Madam Regard and Madam Andersori ts. 
were itching to play cards . J, H, was being sociable by lent 
his presence and perhaps enjoying it mildly. Celeste and Jui t T 
were enjoying a leisurely high ball. My greatest problem wo. e 

keep awake m I thought of a dozen things I should have prefer 

to be doing at home. But -.there was the vast advantage of 
silence on alll side, 3ave from the T, V. set a nd perhaps sue 
enforced quiet is good for everybody's soul even though some z 
were secretly resentful of the time being consumed in such t< • 
foolery. Eventually, as in the case of radio, I suppose evei 
will have his own set in his own abode and with the novelty * 
each can select his own brand of entertainment at will withol 
having to be bored by any old program coming along, 

• < ' i . ’ i»* 1 . j 41 1 i • . Xj ’ .1 

It was a week ago tonight that a negro youth, formerly c 1 
was driving home from some camp in Arkansas in his new car, 9* 

w,th a view to visiting his parents, now living in Montgomer\ 
when, as he arove out of the military establishment's gate. O' 
two cars coming from opposite directions struck his car, kill 
him, I did not know thp boy well but, as a chain of 9 

coinidences, his death made quite an impression on me Someti 
during this week or next, I shall touch upon the matter agaii 
for I have already inflicoed three memos within a single 
in this envelope, and it is but fair to give you a breather, ec 
Thus the holiday week end stretchs ahead, one made so happy l 
all the manifestations of sentiments from ^yme,,,,, 


7113 


Monday, December 27th, 1954, 


Memorandums 

Behold', — a new ribbon, stemming from Lyme but not 
the one so thoughtfully prepared, for I am saving that against 
an emergency, Juanita and her mother were returning home this morn 
and just before she took off, 1 enticed her into my boudoir to 
put on this new ribbon and as she had success with the other, I 
am holding the special one for less expert fingers, 

It is so re-assuring to know that the other will 
always be to hand. 

Twenty billion expressions of appreciation couldn't possibly 
convey how delighted I was to find your Thursday letter in today's 
post. Everything traveled so smoothly and so safely, and the card 
with one of our little friends wishing me a happy holiday season 
was so sweet, 

• 

Next week I want to re-arrange some things at Arenbourg and 
the Arenbourg birthday will be so happily celebrated, I know not 
what made me suddenly decide I had to try to grow an olive tree but 
such an impulse came over me the other day at the same time I was 
studying about planting a pomegrante or two • One never sees 
them in these parts any more but they do exceedingly well if given 
a chance. There are plenty of the flowering ones about but I want 
to plant some that bear fruit, — the fruit is so lovely late 
in the season when split by the heat, revealing the wonderfully 
colored seeds. 

Thanks to the birthday gift, so many different lines of endeav 
can start spinning, and twice as much joy in each undertaking 
because of the realisation that all is so perfectly shared, 

I cannot tell you how noble I found it that you should have 
found time, in spite of the billion interruptions, to knock off sue 
a sweet letter on the day before Christmas Eve, Only those who hav 
labored in an organisation such as yours can have any notion of the 
doings . I suppose there will not be so much lull in the 
a ct>vities, following the week end, as there are in institutions 
more exclusively given over to merchandising rather than ad¬ 
ministration, I am holding the thought that you may not h n ve to 
get too tangled up in the Hew Tear's Eve festivities and that 
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t/tis nex* wee* end may provide a moment or two of relaxation. 

I want to talk some more about the lovely glaaeee. It 
must be admitted that the weather ia being ao cooperative about their 
uae for today the thermometer muat have been in the upper 70's 
or lower 80'a and during the afternoon I wae delighted at the excuse 
for knocking off to make uae of one of so id glasses, brimming full of 
cruahed ice and Tender Leaf. I have quite a stack of mail to attend 
tonight and when I am finished, I am going to fall back on another ro 
of Tender Leaf which ia all prepared and awaiting the moment of 
repose. 

Should you ever chance upon the buyer in the shop from whence th 
came, I should be ao glad if youwould inquire about them, their 
place of creation and the amount of hand work devoted to them. 

By chance, and I think it only by chance, the green ones cp pear to 
weigh the moat although the deep amber one ia almost as heavy and the 

* lighter rose onesincline to be not quite so heavy. Perhaps they are 
made in different molds for I notice that the bottom on the inside 

of some come almost to a right angle with the aides although in other 
there seems to be a definite curve. I keep them on a shelf in the 
Jean Baptiste Uetoyer book case and they look so pretty all together, 

• and the varying shades all shimmer so beautifully. Surely the glass 
i3 of an extraordinary quality and I find the constant use of them 
addis so much seat to whatever liquid they may chance to contain. 

Today's post was heavy, perhaps 30 letters and cards and half a 
dozen package which failed to make it under last Friday's dead line. 
There was a corduroy suit from the Farley 0‘Brtens, beautiful 
material, lined with silk and big enough for somebody half again 
larger than I. There were socks from Mina, peanut birttle from *obina 
candy from Mrs . Stirling, etc., etc. 

In order to keep the Post Office Department in running order, I 
g„ve throught to the Segelous and that Marshall woman, forwarding the 
tsatHunter pictures purchased for the former and returning the 
brush which Carolyn had left here. I believe there is a letter from 
Marshall in the unread assortment of things but I figured that it 
couldn't contain any startling news since she would undoubtedly have 

mentioned any such thing in her Christmas telephone talk • 

i 11 I • ■ • IT ■ ~ ; * 't v. . i.<i • r 

But now I must roll up my selves and get to whacking away at 
the mail. It has been such a golden Monday, folohowing the Christmas 
week end, and the best part of it is that it holds the promise of 
every day being hristmas straight ahead. Bless you for making 
life worth while •••••• 


Tuesday, December 28th, 1954. 
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And so I decided r what with a fine sprinkle dampening things 
outside, I would push-furniture about in the house and make a 
p a ss at putting away some of the Christmas wrappings and gifts • 
m a 4 ... aaoo ,o sdsiioit uAt A 

The idea was really a good one but there was one flaw in my 
method for whenever I would encounter something about which I was 
uncertain as to where it might be tucked away or what final dispos: 
should be made of this or that, I simply placed said object 
on the old four poster • Off hand r I should guess I really did 
get quite a few things dined up but now, as I glance in the direct 4 
of the bed, * notice that instead of having hills and valleys all < 
the place, I have created a huge mountain Qn downy couch and 
by the time I have unload same in preparation for folding up my 
beard, I suppose the same geographic phenomenon will have been re¬ 
established about the house once more and with mighty few exception 
I'm just a bout where I started at dawning. 

t ** 

I hope the Post Office Department is having better luck in iti 
effort to return to normalcy. But whiJ^e mentioning that brach of * 
Government, I must remark that we aren t doing so badly in Manhatti 
to Melrose service, apparently, since today’s post brought a lette\ 
from Robina posted on December 24th. To traverse the 99 miles bet i 
Melrose and Shreveport should scarcely take that long, I should th: 
but somehow it always seems to take longer proportionately for 
a letter to travel a short distance than a long one in these parts 

I didn t get to touch yeterday's mail but I did start on 
Robin ’s letter although did. not finish it before old Tulsa and 
Merry England blew in, but I did get far enough to read that she 
had heard from you and that that had made her very happy, —"she it 
such a fine persohn all through" is the way shre phrased it. 

t • to . ■'— 1 7 s d 4 i • v t ; : ■ .v 7„'- • - • . . 

I had a telephone call from Charles Cunningham today, thankin\ 
me for the hospitality I provided for him and his aunt and uncle 
one Saturday a week or two back. Charles was at Melrose in 1949 wl 
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p. s, 

. . . forgot to-3ay vn same -mailim- with-this letter 

goes a package, sharing Tuletide joys, -containing one 
Beethoven record I though youmight enjoy and a 
box of stuff d(atuffed) dates, wh,ch are sent merely because 
the design on the cover of thebox was so pretty it carried 
me slap back to Lyme, 
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half a hundred Northern Editors passed this way for the a fternoon 
and supper. That, I believe is the only time Charles had ever beei 
to Melrose and on that occasion he got no further than the summer 
dining room, Following his S a turday visit with his aunt and uncle 
things moved along leisurely but fairly completely and in his 
conversation today, he merely echoed what some of his friends in t< 
such as Carmen, had already reported to me, —that he was amazed 
that there was anything other than the big house at Melrose, In 
his call tod a y, he said he know hi3 mother would be perfectly encht 
if she might have the privilege of passing this way and migh he b 
her some time. He might. Isn't it odd that a man who 
has been a professor at the college and a newsapeper many, and a 1 
resident of the Parish should never h a ve any notion about the 
African buildings., although he is bound to have seen their picture 
million times » « # 

If you heard the Ed, Murrow news cast tonight, I'sf sUre you w> 
as surprised as I to hear Louis Z,ts name get into the tussle betw . 
the David Sohoenbrun (lord only know how to spell it,) the Cloumbii 
representative in Paris, sparring with tferr Hotolet, Columbia's 
representative in Germany, If you didn t hear it, the two gentlem> 
discussing the impending "marriage of necessity" between France an< 
Germany, The Columbia represntative in France, an American, spoke 
of French fear of re-armed Germany, and the Columbia Represntative 
in Germany, also American . retorted that he lived in the Rhine val. 
if you go back 100 years "to the time of Louis 1172, —that would 
make TheHun King pretty ageable, there was the destructio , etc,, i 
I suppose stems from the Louvpis order to burn in utter definance 
of Louis ZlV.'s orders, which resulted in the Zing coming close to 
clouting his War Minister over the head in fury at the news, —JIad> 
de Manitenon having intervened just in time to save Lousois from a 
scalping, I always laugh when * think of the elegant sketch of th 
by Leloir in his elegant opus on Le a oi Holeil, and I laugh to myS' 
to think of contempoary radio experts gettint tangled up with the * 
in a 19 54 broadcast, 

i >»;•: *ti>Y S C<‘ I A. . \ •''Ha¬ 

lt strikes me off hand that the biggest dumbnesq displayed in 
Europe during the past year was the French Assembly s rejection of 
original European get-together, —I forget the precise title of thi 
I think the repar ssions will echo to everybody's disadvantage ffr 
but it only goes to show that uothing is more regretable than to 
have politics in. the hands of politicians, especially the F ren ch oi 
Come to think of it, how few members of our own Congress merit any 
respect. How much more lamentable it must be where so many more f> 
pinched so much tighter, ^ 

. All the,Hen,rys are invided to Baton Rouge this week, "any tim i 
but flew *ear s &ve , Although not one of them, it appears, I am ii 

but, believe it or not, I have already declined . 


„ Wednesday, December 29th, 19 


K 


Memorandum : 

I. have already made the envelope for this memo, 

Juanita's fixin' ran off the spool and so I. have pressed yours 
into service, I gather it is writing nicely but I mention 
this circumstan ce so you will not be alarmed if a sudden 

and profound silence should suddenly deveope, 

* * 

A golden, heatless sun paraded across the cold, cloudless 
sky today and we are promised a low of 28 for tonight, I am hoping 
the weather bureau could be.wrong. Still I hold the thought 
that whatever the temperature, the banana plants may not collapse, 

• 

J, H, came to see me just after breakfast. He said he 
was going to Shreveport, taking Celeste with &i m, and that 
they would drop around to see Sister's new home. He said 
some pecane people were coming sometime during the morning 
and that it would be nice if they would stay for dinner. He 

said further that two doctors, cousins of "that lady" were heading 
toward Hew Orleans from Oklahoma 6ity and wished to make a dour. 
Would F attend to all, I would, 

And so the pecane people never did put in an appearance, 

The physicians did, however, having gone to Alexandria frist and 
brought'back the offspring of la Montespan with them. The little 
girl is very nice. The doctors were so dumb I could dispense 
more than they could comprehend in 25 minutes and so I was 
not greatly burdened by their go-round. 

This afternoon, R, B,'s daughter, Anne Williams, telephoned 
to a sk if she might bring a girl friend from Baton Rouge down. She 
could. Half an hour later, I responded to a knocking and saw 
a mature lady in smart costume and two black clad figures, I 
thought the L, S, U, gals had gone into a Mardi Gras number, 
but it turned out to be Mrs, Horace Hughes, of Natchitoches, and 
her daughter who is a nun of the same order as Sister Frances 
Jerome, and the three ladies had made a round to say Howdy, 
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They couldn't remain, however, and so they w ere gone before 
the college kids arrived, Somewhere along the way, Anne had picked 
up the Cunningham twins, nephews of Charles, one of the Deblieux 
boys and some other youth and a couple of girls, so they constitute 
quite a party, But they were all nice children and we all 
had fun, I thought the opportunity excellent to press one or 
the other of them into ribbon changing and from where I sit, 
it would seem the job was accomplished neatness and dispatch, 

The telephone interrupted the above sentence twice with a wrong 
number call, so if it seems slightly wacky, just charge it off acco 
inglythe in-coming mail is approaching greater normalcy, 

But one package arrived, for example , this morning, —a package 
of waifers from the Charleston Slave Market t enclosing a card 
from,Kay, The gesture migh be described as an over simplifica¬ 
tion in the realm of Christmas shoping, I should think, but the 
things are ,uite good and certainly much more on the practicle aid 
contrasted with the Farley gift of a costume large enough to fit 
the Statue of Liberty, If I could only eat the gift the brother 
sent as I can that of his sister, I should have adequate forrage fo 
a twelth month, 

« • 

Howard K, Smith tonight, reporting on Soutyh African condition 
ou the Ed, Uurrow show, recalled the book I had recently read, 
indicating that racial problems in America are pretty tame in con¬ 
trast to those currently coming to a boil in South Africa 
I don't recall if I mentioned how surprised I was to learn from 
the "Struggle For Africa" book that one of the African tribes, - 
the Hottentots, like the fat tailed sheep of Uorth Africa eat like 
mad when food is available t and using their hips instead if the 
organ employed by the sheep, to store up extra food against starvat 
seasons, I had never head of this before Obviously it would 
be tragic to encounter or rather to contemplate a Hottentot with no 
hips at flush times in the food,season, I wonder how long people 
like "Plumette" or me could survive strictly form the hip 
store house, (smile) 

Tonight I am going .to ,tt;y to read a little for I am way behind 
in that department, I haven t even finished "Rainbow on the Road a 
yet and one of these days some non-fiction things will be coming 
to hand, such as "Invitation to Learning" and I shall be glad 
to h a ve current items out of-the-way. You have probably already t 
received the Library of Cqngress list I sent a day or so ago. Bon 
let it rush you, -.it isn t worth that. And now. h a ving 
achieved this page, I am convinced little Mias Bee's ribbon is 
working and I am doubly filled with gratitude,,,,,, 


Thursday, December 30th, 1954, 

. j 

S. •• L'v. • bite U -.B -1 '.infc'.DV.si ; ».©•’ Hot «*£ i'i z 


Memorandums 

■ * . , o 4 j i .■ z* \ - 1 ' ~ * ■ ■ 

The world was so frosty this morning, what with the thermometer 
dipping to 25 and a cloudless skyto.give a touch of blue to 
s\ the pearlygreenswards, fences and rims,of the sugar pots . But by 

9 o'clock, it had all disappeared and tonight the low is scheduled 
to be at 36, —and for the sake of the banana plants, I hope 
it does no more skidding jn the mercury section • 

. - -j i. ; s ■ -‘ '.4 •• „i, \ . i ■ ■ - 

Last night I read myself out of reading material when 
I finished "Rainbow on the Road", Me seldom think of murals 
in water color but I find the book just that, some of its individual 
chapters catching surprising likenesses of the countryside and its 
. people as I have known the regiqn and some of its older citiaens 
in a somewhat casual sort of way. If I have a favorite sketch 
in the several chapters, it is perhaps the one depicting the 
slightly demented woman who devoted so much of her days and 
nights responding to the imagined cries of the three little 
girls who had long since been resting in the graveyard, I 
thought Madam Forbes handled that with a tender and exquisite 
touchl am not regretting the absence of things literary to 
pursue tonight, howevqr, as my day has been pretty active and I find 
. myself sleepy enough to substitute radio for Talking Books, 

There are quite a few things on the docket for tomorrow, too, 
and as between now and tomorrow I must get some shut-eye as against 
a visitation from Irma Somperyac Willard who telephoned me at 
supper time and threatened to keep going on the wire until 
new day had dawned, t 

« ' i- 

I telephoned Alvin Deblieux tonight to thank him for 
having fiddled successfully with this machine on my behalf yesterday 
He told me that he was the only one in the group yesterday who 
does not attend L, U, 3, but goes to the college in town. He 
said he had had such a swell time yesterday, ._it teas his initial 
viqit to this bend of the river, that he would feel slap happy 
if I would always call him if the machine need attention for he 
; would love an excuse for getting down this way again, all of 

• WiiSCO V> * . ; li ' ■ t 

•, , i ' ... 
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which I thought very sweet of him. After wishing me a Happy ^wjar, 
he said his mother had just come into the room and wanted to talk witl 
me. She is a big friend of Celeste and of the same cutof cloth. Sht 
said she and her son had been to Alexandria today and that all the 
waydown and back, her son had talked of nothing but the wonderful 
time he and his friends had had at Helrose yesterday. And so the 
conversation developed into a great big admiration society, she 
telltng me how wonderful I had been and 1 telling her what a noble 
son she possessed. Fortunately some mechanical failure cut off 
the connection. Otherwise I guess the thing would still be going 

in that "After you, my dear Alphonso, " manner. 

-- 

Either herewith or under separate cover, I 11 enclose a few 
cards or notes or whatever which may or may not be of interest. 

If it be true, as the old adage ks has it, that imitation is 
the sublest form of flattery", then the note from Paula Parlange 
is definitely in that category. I am not at all surprised that she 
fell in love with the stationery carrying the likeness of 
Yucca since you and I, for two, at least, like it, too. I shall 
write her within a day or two, explaining that it came to me as 
gift and I shall be glad to inquire the name and address of the 
stationer, trusting the firm may still be functioning, 
phrase will provide a loop hole if it isn t convenient 
pass along the information. 

I found it so kind of the General to take tine out to drop 
a Hew Year's greeting long hand, busy as he must be. I gather 
from what he says that he is slap happy about the new grandchild. 

For the first time, his envelope ,bears his office address 
glad to make use of that. I can t imagine 
it down here but I shall do so regardlesst 




That 
to 


t a 


me 


T O 


Friday, December 31st, 1954• 
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Memorandum 
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The Weather bureau reports that the sun has been shining all 
day in Dallas which is just dandy for tomorrow s CottonBowl game, I 
suppose. But in Louisiana the jig is different, for a warm mass 
of air has been flowing llorthward from the Gulf, bringing us .... 
heavy clouds and a vague drizzle all day, with the thermometer climbing 
slowly through the 40^8 and it will attain a height of 56 by mindnight 
of which I am all in favor. * 

I was more or less fortified against the early arrival of 
little Miss Irma Willard Somperyac.. She telephoned from towti at 10 
to say she had been delayed but would make it by 11 or 11:15 at 
the latest. I said that would be fine, that more water would be added 
to the so up and that we could chat while dining. She arrived at 
a quarter of 2. For little Miss Irma Somperyac Willard that might 
be designated as typical. Somehow she puts me in mind of that 
Marshall woman. < 
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General S. G. Henry, 
Ethyl Corporation, 

P. 0. Box 341, 

Baton Rouge Louisiana. 
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I understand he has recently 
Baton R.o.uge Chamber of Commerce 
post, 


President of the 
a purely honorary 


been elected 
That mu3t be 

what with all his Ethyl and Susan activities. 

• • ",4 all ; .' ' ,i ; i *• £ I • o C. v 

As there will be no out-going mail on Saturday, there will 
lapse on the receiving end but you will understand, of course. 

I shall be thinking so constantly of Lyme over the ensuing 




be a i 


week end.. 


t: 

I 


I \ 


I suppose it has been almost a year since little Miss Willard 
passed this way. She said she owed Clemence a dollar and a half and wou 
I recall it to her memory from last year. I would. She presented me wi 
a bottle of wine and in so doing, reminded me of her last visit when 
she did the same things, the gift being beautifully wrapped in fancy 
paper with the lady pointing out as she presented it that it bore no 
ribbon. The ribbon seems to be the big thing. The wine is f 8ome 
expensive dry vintage that I shall send to Jackie, Clemence 8 daughter, 
who is the only person f know of in these parts who likes that sort 
of thShg.also brought me a b <>ok to read. It is by some friend of hers, 
the title being "Love Is A Wound" or some such delectable headline. 

She explained that there is a very interesting dedication in the front 
of this, her copy, and that she will pick up book and dedication 
on her next go-round within two weeks, probably meaning two year. 

As I am already possessed of a couple books and secretarial assistance 
seldom manages to get beyond correspondence, something tells me I 
shall not be reading this volume and so I am putting it aside, 
holding the thought I may bf able to find it when next, if ever, the 
lady appears to pick up her plunder. t 
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— - rang, ^ was urs, Combs, sayi 

that early in the week they had gone to Shreveport where at the 
Physicians and Surgeons Hospital they had run all sorts of tests 
to determine what all might be wrong with said husband. ' They 
returned tonight and report that all is basically right but much 
bilding has to be done to get back strength, etc. 

One thing I learned that was new to mes the hospital sends 
the menu card to each patient so he may select his own food and the 
price of each item is indicated • What with each room costing on 
an average of $15,00 per day, i.t would seem as though the food prices 
might h a ve been eliminated • I knqw not why I hadn't thought 
about T 7 in hospitals but L hadn t, and it seems they have 
plenty of them in the P,. and S, institution and they make wonderfully 
loud noises up until J^l or 12 o'clock, I suppose in the 
old days, people didn t go to hospitals much unless gravely ill and 
m no frame of mind to indulge in T V shows, had they been available. 
But people are living longer now and no doubt, perhaps, because they 
go to hospitals before attaining ,the critical stage. Be 
that as it may, I still think menus without prices and T 7 proqrams 
restrained within the walls of a single room would be an excellent idea 

■ 

I regretted my inability to secure another somewhat original 
address on a special delivery letter which bobbed ud in the Cane Riner 


~ J, I j ^ j-eoi,tfr mucn ooooea up m tne Cane River 

mail today. The address was in script and clear while in the lower 1 

portion of the envelope in large, hand printed letters were these words 

"Deliver This the Quicker the Better ,* 

I m inclined to like that 

. , e n xpe , c * t ? do Q uit * » lot of hammering on this keyboard tonight 

until 10 o'clock. After that, according to my ancient custom, I 
™l P f°l e + meditate for a couple of hours in my arm chair which, beiih 
9il iu a V' e mind f ul1 opportunity to dwell on the past 

+°+t h thou 9 ht °f Physical comfort or lack of it to 

distract the thoughts that may come to the furface. 

I een h * 900d JP*rs — /act the fast I can remember, oi 
2 * IT think 1 shall probably conclude, is due primarily to the fact 
that yme never seemed closer, thanks exclusively to all the wonderful 
conjured up and brought into fruition by little Hiss Lee. . ^ 


one 







